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Filipino polls

Santiago-Ramos

MANILA, May 14: Miriam
Defensor Santiago was locked
Thursday tn a seesaw battle
with Fidel Ramos for the lead
in the presidential race as ten-
stons mounted because ol the
slow count and allegations of
fraud, reports AP. |

The labortous count in
Monday's presidential contest
hit another snag when com-
puters crashed at the only or-

tion authorized to tabu-

¢ and release figures from

the race to succeed President
Coragon Agquino.

Vice President Salvador
Laurcl, who was trailing in the
seven-member field, conceded
defeat and called on his sup-

rters (o revent Mrs
tiago from ng cheated
out of victory

Both she and Ramos, who is
:lrﬂ Mrs Aquino, vari-
held leads in pri-
vate tallies, which were based
on official res. The official
tabulation of the Commission
on Elections was not expected
to be released for days.
Monday's balloting for
17.000 posts contested among
87,000 candidates was the
largest eclection in the nations’
history. The seven presidential
candidates include Imcida
Marcos, widow of former
President Ferdinand Marcos.
Confusion over the clec-
tion's outcome fueled allega-
tions of violations, includin
vote-buying, ballot thells

intimidation. It could not be

established how many of the

battle for lead

charges had merit, but the
Philippines’ long and notorfous

history of fraudulent elections
added to public skepticism
over the balloting.

ABS-CBN television re-
ported serfous counting delays
in 20 towns and cities in the
Manila area and central Luzon,

Protests mounted in scal-
tered areas across the coun-
try. The Commission on
Elections sent Marines to
Santa Rosa, necar Manila, to
protect registrars (rom angry
crowds who claimed election
fraud there.

Supporters of a candidates
for mayor in Mauban town iIn
Queczon . 50 miles (B0
kilometers) southecast of
Mantla, stormed the municipal
hall and burmed ballots. The
demonstrators were protest-
ing alleged clection fraud by
the incumbent mayor. No ar-
rests were made.

Hundreds of protesicrs
formed a human barricade in
front of the town hall in Santa
Ana., ncar the former US-run
Clark Air Base, to complain
that were unable to vote
Monday because their namcs
had been stricken ({llcgally
from registration lists.

Antonio the adminis-
tration's gubernatorial candi-
date In llocos Sur, accuscd
supporters of his longtime ri-
val, Gov. Luis Singson, of
*massive clection fraud™ and
sought to nullify results of the
voting there.
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isting regulatory and promo-
tional funcuons of ment
agencies with regard o the
SMES was prepared by a
commission formed by the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI).

The report was presented
at a day-long workshop on the
subject held Thursday at the
conference room of the FBCCI
under the sponsorship of the
ZDH /Technonet Singapore.

The report found that most
of the regulatory and promo-
tional functions performed by
the government agencies
were characterised by
‘bureaucratic red-tapism, de-
lay, duplication, inelfliciency
and corruption’ that adversely
affected the growth perfor-
mance of the industrial sector.

The report observed that
the small and medium scale
enterprises played a very sig-
nificant role in the economy of
the country.

“The main poftentials of the
sector lie in the sphere of em-
ployment generation, genera-
tion of extra foreign exchange
earnings, upgrading the quality
of the country's labour force,
diffusion of technological
know how, lower requisite of
investment fund, high absorp-
tion of traditional skill etc”.
the report added.

It, however, suggested mea-
sures of three types, short

Dhaka-Aricha
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cidents on the Dhaka-Aricha
highway that paralysed road
communications of country’'s
south and northern regions
with the capital for the last
four days, reports UNB.

The committee will identify
causes of the incidents and the
people responsible and also
recomme measurcs to stop
recurrence of such incidents
in future, said a government
press note tonight.

A meeting of all parties
concerned held yesterday with
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury in the chair took
stock of the situation and de-
cided to take necessary sleps
to restore communications on
the highway [rom today (May
15).

Neyamatullah Sabu, MP,
Shahjahan, Vice-Chancellor of
Jahangimagar University and
JUCSU representatives, Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Sarak
Paribahan Malik Samity Alhaj
Jainal Abedin and its Addi-
tional Secretary General Abdul
Kader, President of Bangladesh
Truck Owners Association
Christopher Ganesh, General
Secretary of Bangladesh Sarak
Parfbahan Sramik Federation
Abdur Rashid and its Joint
Secretary Roy Ramesh Chandra
and other leaders attended the
meeting.

The meeting also decided
that compensation be given to
the damaged transport owners.

Project loans

term., medium term and long
term, to streamline the small
and medium scale industrial
scctor.

The short term measurcs
include, upgradation of institu-
tonal capabilities, rehabilita-
tion of the sick {industries,
conducting nationwide survey
on SMES and market study on
some sclected SME products,
training for skilled develop-
ment and improved manage-
ment of the industries and
providing advisory and exten-
sion services on technical,
economic and environmental
issues.

It also includes assistance
on the ereation of new indus-
tries and support for coopera-
tion between small and large
scale units by establishing
small business industry laison
offices.

The medium term mea-
sures included establishment
of credit guarantee scheme,
capital development fund and
its opcration, sub-contracting
linkagc among small, medium
and large industrics, hirc pur-
chase system and the inlorma-
tion network and data bank.

The measures also in
cluded, assistance in providing
term loan and working capital
from the banks, developing
industrial land and providing
various services including
power, gas, water, scwerage
and telecommunication load
network.

The long term measures
are, establishment of the
Common Service Facilitics
Centre (CSFC) on various SME
products and the productivity
devclopment cell in various
growth centres in the country.

The proposed long term
mcasures also included deter-
mination of procedures for
importation of industrial raw
materials, participation in the
divising of labour laws, ensur-
ing of quality control ol prod-
ucts and services, providing
marketing support both within
and outside the country and
administering bonded wire-
houses and duty drawback
system for tax free imports for
the export-orfented indus-
iries.

Section 144 1n
Sirajgan]
town

SIRAJGANJ, May 14: The
district administration im-
posed section 144 in the town
from 2 am today (Thursday)
following Wednesday's clash
between activists of Jamaal
and Nirmul Committce Lhat
left two people dead and some
100 injured, reports UND.

Jamaat announced a

Tafsirul Quran Mahfil
May 156-16 at the local
Government  College ground
while Nirmul Committee also
called meeting at the same
venue on the same days.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia visiting the newly-built locomotive workshop of

Bangladesh Railway at Parbatipur yesterday.

PM : Railway
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The Prime Minister said
the present government had
given priority to the overall
development of the Railway as
this sector has an important
role to play in the faster in-
dustrialisation and increasing
economic activities of the
democratic government.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment was going to take up
some more projects for the
development of railway apart
from those which are sched-
uled to be completed soon.

The projects which are to
be taken soon include con-
struction of a bridge with rail-
way over the River Rupsa, sel-
ting up Khulna Mongla railway,
construction of double line
between Bhairab and Tongl
Bazar and setting up rail lines
from Sharisha Bari to Nalchhia.
She said the government was
contemplating to introduce a
compulcrised system for cargo
service in the railway.

Communication Minister Ol
Ahmed said the government
had taken no deciston for re-
trenchment of railway employ-
S,

He said the newspaper re-
ports on the retrenchment
was baseless and motivated.

Information Minister
Nazmul Huda, Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar,
Members of Parllament and
heads of different foreign mis-
sions atlended the pro-
gramme.

—PID photo

' Shoot-on-sight order

in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, May 14 : The
Indian authorities have issued
shoot-on-sight orders iIn
Kashmir after Afghan
Mujahideen were spotted on
the Pakistani side of the dis-
puted state’'s border, PT1 re
ported today, reports AFP.

Security along a five-kilo
meter ([three-mile) curfew-
bound border belt has also
been tightened following re
ports that Al armod with
sophistica weapons had
been seen on the frontier, the
news agency said.

PT1 did not say when the
shoot-on-sight orders, also
valid in the curfew-bound area,
were issued.

The ownership ol Kashmir,
India’'s only Muslim-majority
state, is disputed by Pakistan,
which controls its northern
third. The two countries have
twice gone to war over the
province.

India accuses Islamabad of
arming and training Muslims
waging a bloody secessionist
campaign in Kashmir. Pakistan
denies the allegation, but says
the militants’ campaign is a
legitimate struggle for sell-de-
termination.

PT1 quoted official sources
as saying that Pakistani troops
and the Afghan Mujahideen
were concentrating on the
Kashmir frontfer in a bid to
push Kashmirt militants into

It fia

indian officials say more
than 3,000 "Kashmiri youths®
arc in Pakistan-conirolled
Kashmir waiting to cross to
the Indian side to join the scp
aratist cam .

“The security forces on the
border with Pakistan have
been directed 10 shoot if any
attemp! was made by the infil-
trators to violate (the border)”
PT]1 said in a report [rom Lhe
border town of Poonch.

Indian officials have previ-
ously inked Kashmin guertlias
with sections of the Alghan
Mujahideen.

AP adds : Indian army
troops shot and killed eight
Muslim rebels Thursday when
they opened fire on a group of
20 armed infiltrators Lrying o
sneak into the Kashmir Valley
from Pakistan, police said.

The soldiers captured 12
rebels and scized 22 AK-47 as-
sault rifles after the encounter
in the pine-studded mountain-
ous region, sald Director-
General of Jammu-Kashmir
Police BS Bedt.

The incident was in the Ur
scctor, a 5-kilometer (3-mile)
strip of land running along Lhe
India-Pakistan frontier. Url is
75 kilometers (45 miles) west
of Srinagar, the center of the
Muslim rebellion against
mostly Hindu India.

(Related story on Page 3)
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Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Committee brought out a procession in the city yesterday in support of

May 18 hartal.

—Star photo

Editor: S. M. Ali
Executive Editor: Mahfuz Anam
Published by S. M. All on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd.,

52 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at

Offset Printing

Publications Lid.,

19 Kazi

Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215. Editorial, News &
Commercial Offices: 28/1, Toynbee Circular Road,
Dhaka-1000. Tel: PABX- 246023—4, 245061-—2.
Advertisement: 245063 & Ext. 20. Fax No. 88-02-
863035. GPO Box No. 3257. GRAM: DAILY STAR,

DHAKA.

IDA to provide
$ 150m loan

WASHINGTON, May 14:
Bangladesh will receive 150
million dollars from Interna-
tional Development Association
(IDA) of the World Bank for its
public resource management
adjustment programme, re-

BSS.

Bangladesh Ambassador
Abul Ahsan and Vice President
of the World Bank Joseph
Wood signed the agreement
here Wednesday on behall of
the government of Bangladesh
and 1DA respectively.

IDA is the specialized
agency of the World Bank to
provide loan at concessional
terms to sclected developing

countries.
The credit will finance a

portion of Bangladesh’s import
requirement over a ‘period of
three ycars

Master plans
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here a few days ago.

It would take five years lo
complete the project and the
ncw plan would cover Savar,
Joydevpur and Narayangan) as

Dhaka city areas.
The project named
Metropolitan Development

Planning, Dhaka & Chittagong,
would be launched formally
next month, a source of Rajuk
said without claborating.
Anbther source working on
the population of Dhaka city
said that the population In-
crease rate was much higher
in Dhaka than in other n
areas in the country and it
would be actively considered
during the preparation of the

| new master plan.

80pc islands may sink.

Gayoom sees 2 options
to save Maldives -

MALE, May 14 : Maldivian
President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom says that up to 8O pcr
cent of the low-lying Coral
Islands that make up his
country could sink bclow sea
level if predictions of global
warming prove correct.

Experts have estimatced that
atmospheric warming ol the
earth will cause the sea level to
rise by 20 cm (nearly eight
inches) by the year 2030.

Twenty centimetres is not
much for any other country.
But to the Maldives it is a lot
because that would mean we
could lose BO per cent of our
smaller islands and 20 per
cent of the larger ones,
Gayoom told Reuter in an in-
terview on Tuesday.

Land in the Maldives, a
group of 1,190 small Coral
Islands lying close of Sri Lanka
and India, is only about two
metres [six feet) above sea
level.

Gayoom said some small is-
land states were considering
moving their entire population
to other countries but as far as
the Maldives Is concerned |
don't think we at any rate have
entertained that idea.

"It would not be a solution
of our choiee. | don't think the
time will come when we will
have to migrate from here and
become environmental refu-
gees,” he said.

The President, a leading
advocate of environmental

control, said small low-lying
countries hoped next months
UN Earth Summit in Brazil
would endorse a proposed [a-
cility for environmental con-
trol projects at regional and
country levels.

"Small countries hope that
this facility, where 125 billion
dollar would be needed a
years, would be approved.”

Gayoom said options for the
Maldives included raising ‘land
levels or building sea walls
around the islands.

The President also said the
islands defences had been
strengthened after a 1988
coup attempt crushed with the
help of Indian soldiers.

The coup attempt was
launched by a group of Sri
Lankan Tamil rebels who at-

tacked with help from
Maldivian dissidents.
One killed in
road mishap
KUSHTIA, May 14 : A youth
of village Moragacha in ksa

upazila was killed in a truck
mishap near Kumarkhali bus
stand Tuesday. According to
witnesses, the victim Mokbul
Hossain (20) while crossin
the road was crushed to dea

by the brick loaded speeding
truck. His body was sent to
morgue for autopsy, report
UNB.

Malaysia
deporting
illegal
Bangladeshis

h nationals enter-
ing fliegally are heing
deported right away, according
to reports published in the
;&m newspaper, reports

"Bangladesh nationals spot-
ted by enforcement officers
are being subjected to 100 per
cent checks and those found
to have sneaked in f{llegally
without any travel papers are
deportied,” the reports said.

The reports said thousands
ol Bangladeshis pay money 1o
organised syndicates for s
in the country. These rs,
the dafly ‘New Strait Times'
sald in the report, are fssued
passes upon entry via legal
checkpoints bordering Thai-
land the immigration de-
partment and are said to have
paid the syndicates upto US
dollar 200 each for making the
visits from Dhaka.

But of these people
work with forged work per-
mits and land Into trouble.
Certain immigrant officials are
paid money the organised
syndicates o facilitate the en-
try of each Bangladesh na-
tional. But at times forgery
goes to the extent of syndicate
people posing themseclves as
the § tion officials with
false uniforms and many peo-
ple are cheated in the process,
the reports said.

BCI writ
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to delcal Lhe purpose of crimi-
nal case .n: s0 it was not
bonalide, he sasd.

Huq alsoe said that
Bangladesh Bank has got
power under Articles 61, 52
and 53 of Bangladesh Bank
Order to regulate the credit
system of the country.
Bangladesh Bank is also em-
powercd (o take steps by sus-

pending the activities of BCI,
he said.

He further said that licence
for carrying business was given
by Bangladesh Bank to BCL
The Bangladesh Bank has got
right to cancel the licence and
suspend the activities of BCI
temporarily, he added.

Hearing will resume on May

Khaleda-Hasina
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members of the bereaved [ami-
lies and prayed for the pcace
of the departed souls.

Ruhul Kabir, and two stu-
dents, Ali Mortuza Chowdhury
Shobhan and Kazi Mohammed
Ahmedur Rahman Aril,
drowned in a boal capsize in
the rtver Buriganga carly yes-
terday morning.

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in parliament Sheikh llasina
yesterday expressed her pro-
found stock at the tragic death
of three BUET students .

In a message of condolence,
she said the nation lost three
prospective engineers through
premature deaths of the three
brilliant students.

Hasina prayed for the salva-
tion of the departed souls and
expressed sympathy to the
members of the bereaved [ami-
lies.

DUCSU VP Amanullah Aman
MP yesterday condoled the
death of three BUET students
including EUCSU VP Mir
Mohammad Ruhul Kabir who
died in a tragic boat capsize in
the river Buriganga.

Former VP and General
Secretary of EUCSU Farid
Ahmed and Refel Kabir, Dhaka
University Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal President and General
Secretary Habfbuddin Sohel
and Ali Akkas Nadim, Dhaka
City Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
President and General Sec-
retary Abul Khair Bhuiyan and
Nasir Uddin Pintu and General
Secretary of EUCSU Fazlul
Karim also condoled the dea-
ths in similar messages.

We want Azam's

trial 1n court :
B Chowdhury

SATKHIRA, May 14: Deputy
Leader of Parliament Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury said
today Golam Azam is a loreign
national and has no right to
dabble in Bangladesh politics,
reports UNB.

Addressing a big public
meeting at Razzak Park here
this aftermoon, B Chowdhury
said the BNP government had
arrested Golam Azam to show
its respect to country's consti-
tution.

"We also want Golam Azam's
trial in constitutional court,
not in Gano Adalat,” he told
the cheering crowd.

Presided over by BNP dis-
trict President Advocate
cloo addrevetd. sumorss Ovars,
also add . ‘
by Social Wellare and n's
Affairs Minister Tariqul Islam,
Whip Ashrafl Hossain and
Farida Ridhman, MP,

The Deputy Leader criti-
cised the Awami League poli-
tics, saying this party fafled to
return to power as the people
rejected it over the last 15

years.
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Fierce artillery duel

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-

in&rmewr;m

14: Serd attackers

a-Herzegovina,
and Muslim defenders fought a fierce artillery duel Thursday
in . Defense officials said virtually the whole city came

under

ardment, and at icast four pecople were reported

killed. The fighting cbbed by aflernoon, and Gen Philippe
Morillon of France, deputy commander of the UN peacckeep-

ing force for Croatia, said the warring sides had agreed o a
Mhrdwm_n{m-lkwimmm.

Russia to become large
state: Gorbachev

WASHINGTON, May |4: Former Sovietl President Mikhail
Gorbachev told members of the US Congress on Thursday
that Russia is in decp trouble butl eventually will become a

“large and flourishing

state.” Gorbachev also called for ‘new

thinking' that takes into consideration the interdependence
among nations in the modern world, reports AP.

Pacific fleet ammunition
dump explodes

MOSCOW, May 14: An ammunition

Soviet N
unleashing

dump for the former

avy's Pacific Fleet caught fire and exploded Thursday,
a cloud of yellow smoke and forcing the evaruation

of thousands of [amilies, a news agency reported. An undis-

closed number of

skirts of the Russian Far East

people were injured in the blast on the out-
city of Viadivostok, but there

were no deaths reported, the ITAR-Tass news agency said,

reports AP,

BUET students
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the Electrical Department and
All Mortuza , a sccond
year student in the Chemical
Department of the universit

dead. ’

Six other BUET students
travelling in the same boat
were rescued.

The body of Kabir, a fourth
ear Electrical Engincering
{Iq:lrtrnrnl student, was kep!
in the Diabetic Hospital in the
city to be sent to his home dis-
trict of Rajshahi today (Friday).

Bodies of Aril .ndyﬂrnhhan
were sent to their homes al
Uttara in the capital and
Badurtola of Bogra district al-
ter Janaza al the BUET Central
ch?:e in the afternoon.

Shobhan was a nephew ol
the State Minister for Finance
Mujfbur Rahman.

Kabir and Shobhan were
members of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal.

According to Fire Secrvice
and BUET sources, Lhe tliny
country boat carrying all the
nine BUET students capsized
when it was hit by a trawler
near Goshaighat at about 4 am.

Three of the boat passen-
gers fell into the water and
were drowned while six others
ma to climb the hull of
the overturned boat. They

to reach the shore.

The fire rescue unit arrived
at the spot at 7 am and started
searching for the three miss-
ing persons.

The fire service divers re-
covered the body of Shobhan at
8 am. A naval rescue tcam
joined the firemen at 12 noon.
It left the spot after a onc-
hour-search. However, Lhe

Delhi bans
LTTE

NEW DELHI, May 14 : India
today outlawed the Sri Lankan
rcbel group the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
saying its presence in the
country was a threat, reports
AFP.

The LTTE has been de-
clarcd an "unlawful association
with immediate eflect,” Home
Minister Shankarrao Chavan
in parliaments

Upper House.

Mutalibov back

to power

BAKU (Azerbaijan), May 14:
The Azeri parliament voted
overwhelmingly today to re-
store former president Ayaz
Mutalibov to power, two
months after he was forced to
stand down after a disastrous
defeat in disputed Nagorno-
Karabakh, reports Reuter.

PPP, police clash
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her party workers, a charge il
denies.

Her party was defeated in
elections in November 1990,
held three months after her
administration was dismissed
from r on charges ol cor-
ruption and political inepti-
tude. Claims of vote rigging in
that election have surfaced
from members of several polit-

ical parties.
th week the rnment

claimed to have shot and killed
seven members of Al-Zulfikar,
a militant wing of Mrs Bhutto's
party. She dismissed the
charges saying the organiza-
tion, named her father
Zulfikar Alf Bhutto, was dis-
banded almost a decade ago.
The organization was
founded by her brother
Murtaza, living in exile in Syria
since being accused of mas-

t:rmlndin? a hijacking in
1981 o a Pakistan

International Alrlines (PIA)
aircraft,

Mrs Bhutto said that gov-
ernment action “was [abricated
to find an excuse for the
crackdown.”

Areman continued their search
and managed to recover the
bodies of Artf and Kabir after
another four-hours. .

Shobhan's body was first
sent to the Mitiord Hospital
from where it was brought to
the BUET campus. The fire-
men handed owver the two
other bodies 1o the BUET au-
thorities.

BUET sources sald that all
the nine BUET students hired
the boat for a plcasure trip.
Their journcy started from the
Bangladesh-China Friendly
bridge at around 3:30 am and
they met the aecident when
they reached Goshighat ol
Faridabad after hall-an-hour.

None but Shobhan knew
how to swim. But he also died
while trying to rescue two oth-

crs

Gold smuggling
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dered that accuscd Maksudur
Rahman will get back the
scized Bangladeshi Taka
130,000 as it was not a con-

In all 39 prosecution wit-
nesses were examined in this
case. The foreign nationals
who were In jall for the past
22 months looked unper-
turbed when the 37-page
judgement was pronounced.
Their lawyer Barrister
Rokunuddin Mahmud said “we
are going to appeal against the
judgement.”

Public Prosecutor Abdur
Razzak Khan, and Special P’'M
Mujibur Rahman conducted
the case. They were assisted,
among others, by M Masud
Ahmed Talukdar and A K M
Morshed.

Advocate Serajul Hag,
Barrister Rokunuddin
Mahmud, Sharfuddin Khan
Mukul and Wadud Ahmed
were, among others, who de-
fended the accused persons.

Govt undecided

From Page | Col 4

once and for all. lie also urged
the Prime Minister for having
the case prosecuted by her
democratic ment early
this year. The Prime Minister
is learnt to have been interes-
ted in the matter.

Sources close to the BNP
government said that Attorney
General Aminul Haque recently
made his opinfon known to the
Home Ministry, saying that the
case could be prosecuted by
the nt on the basis of
the charges brought by the
JSD leader.

Earlier, the Attorney Gene-
ral was asked for his opinion
on the issue, the sources
added.

The policymakers of the
ruling party are learnt to be
divided on the issue. Party
sources said that a section of
party hierarchy agreed in
principle that the government
should prosecute the case
against Ershad for usurping
power from the government of
Justice Sattar, while others
differ. Those who oppose the
trial contend that such inci-
dents might encourage the
Awami League to sue late
President Ziaur Rahman on the
same charges.

Legal cxperts are of the
view that the 7th Amendment
to the Constitution, through
which Ershad legalised his
taking over of power, would
not bar the tion of the
case since the entire Ershad
regime was termed fllegal in
the 11th and the 12th amend-
ments to the Constitution.

Inu regretted the govern-
ment's delay in prosecuting
the case. "This rnment
doesn't realise the political

nce of the case.,” he
told The Daily Star. "The gov-
emment should take up the is-
sue to achieve the main goal of
the nine-year struggle against
the Ershad regime. Now it de-
pends entirely on the political
will of the government,” Inu
added.



