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Hill people press for lasting solution

By 8 Y Bakht back from CHT

namely setting up of a parlia-

of 22 ts of various

mentary committee on CHT, ministries to the council

Read of the deiegation i the

Elections were held in June
1989 and the clected repre

plosives blew up a military jeep
kiling seven soldiers. This
prompiled the security [orces
to imnitiate daily route-check

velopment pn:ru-
A UNICEF financed project

is also currently underway in
the region to improve com-

finding a permanent solution
to the problem.

“If it is for basic rights let
us sit for talks but if it is for
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tical solution has to be found
for this national problem.

Although an overwhelming
majority of the ple this
correspondent talked to dur-
ing a recent week-long visit to
the agreed that a politi-
cal solhution would have to be
found, no one, Including trib-
als, non-tribals, politicians and
administrators could provide
an outhne for it.

According to an official of
the security forces, the latest
initiative for a dialogue be-
tween the government and the
PCJSS, based in the refugee
camps across the border, has
made little progress.

A six-member liaison com-
mittee headed by Hongsho-
dosh Chakma, a Kh hart-
based politician, was in

were more accommodating to
a demeocratic government it
would be difficult to hold the
talks.

This initiative for a dialogue
come in the backdrop of six
earlier meetings between the
PCJSS and a national commit-
tee headed by a senior cabinet
member of previous gov-
ernment all, however, ended
without any accord.

The PCJSS broke off the di-
alogue unilaterally in Decem-
ber 1988, following which, the
national committee drew up a
plan to provide a limited
autonomy and a system of self-
gavernance to the tribal people
with the written consent of 48

t tribal leaders. .
in March 1989, Parllament
adopted the bills paving the
way for establishing three dis-
trict local government coun-

according to a preliminary re-
port of the 199] census, con-
tinues to remain tense as the
Shantibahini refuses to give up
arms and insurgency activitics.
"There is no alternative to
this system as the armed
me cannot achfeve any-
" says Goutham Dewan,
chairman of the Rangamati Hill
District Local Gevernment
Council. "Because of our mot-
vational work and our positive
political activities, the attitude
of the local people toward the
Shantibahini has changed.”
Shamiran Dewan, chairman
of the Khagrachari Local Go-
vernment Council, also echoes
the view and adds that the
insurgents are getting dis-
couraged.
Being desperate the insur-
ts, according to the secu-
rity forces ofliclal, began to at

also been set up along the en-
tire length of the roads.

The security forces, com-
BDR, district police, armed
police, Ansars and the village
Defence Party, have been doing
an uphill work in trying to
fight the insurgents on the one
hand and trying to gain sup-
port for the government's
peace efforts among the local
people, the oflicial adds. The
rough terrain in the region and
the difficulty in identifying the
insurgents also compounds the
problem for them

Another important factor
which had a positive impact
among the local population is
the ‘huge developmental
works undertaken by the gov
ernment in recenl ycars, ac
cording to a district adminis
tration official in Khagrachar

nanced rubber plantation pro-
ject has been undertaken to
rehabilitate 2000 tribal fami-
lies in the Khagrachar district.

But despite the progress
made in recent years in various
fields in promoting an atmo-
sphere of better understand
ing. there is yet a good mea-
sure of distrust and lack of un
derstanding among the people
in the region.

Talking to this correspon-
dent on condition of anony-
mity, a group of student
members of the Pahari Chhatra
Parishad at the Khagrachart
College alleged of high-hand-
edness and repressive mea-
sures undertaken by the secu-
rity forces against the tribal
people

The group of five students
also played down the role of
the Local Government Council

under the Local Government
Council Act and the [act that
nearly 90 per cent of the
Bangalees have to live in the
cluster villages due to security
problems. Many other non-
tribals also echoed similar
sentiments while talking to

this correspondent
However, both tribals and

non-tribals agree that a politi
cal solution to the problem
needs to be found immediately
“It is a political problem
and the more the time passes
the more critical, it becomes,”
says Bir Bahadur, an Awami
League MP from Bandarban. "In
my opinton everybody has to
sit together and find a lasting

solution to the problem.”
Many others, including the

three chairman of the local
government councils and dis
trict administration officials,
feel that a permanent solution

Somalian plane hijackers
surrender

NAIROBI, May 13 : Six Somalis who

plane with five §

a Red Cross

from southern Somalia to Natrobi

today surrendered peacefully to the authorities, the Red Cross

said.
spokesman told Reuter.

"Everyone's safe, everyone's ockay,” a Red Cross

200 arrested in Sind

KARACHI, May

sald here today amid alle

13 : More than 200 people
rested in Pakistan's troubled Sindh

have been ar-
P‘l‘ﬂ'ﬂm. a[llchl SOUMTESs

gations of victimization from the

party to opposition leader Benazir Bhutto, reports AFP.
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(with the people of Pakistan)
should be evolved

Benazir's terms

In fact, she said, in the last
thrée years since he dismissed
her nt, the President

February 1991 to act as a go- cils. Under the framework only tack 'soft targets’ — raids on More than Taka 356 crore saying that the system netther can be found withi the
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The publicity secretary of
PCJSS, Rupayan Dewan, in a
letter in November last year

nearly 40 per cent non-tribal
population and no one from
the ‘plane’ districts can buy

Shantibahini also stepped up
its intimidation efforts and
threats towards the non-coop-

(CHTDAB) since its formation in
1976
In addition, over Taka 280

also cxpressed their displea-
sure aboul the fact that some
tribals were being kept at the

than | think the CHT problem
can be solved within the
framewaork of the lLocal Go

about political stabflity in the
country.

ment in Sindh is scen by some
observers as an attempt to put
a spanner in the possibility of

sct three preconditions in re- land in the region without the erating tribal people and also  crore was spent, under a spe cluster villages vernment Council,” says Aung ‘hr”: “i:,:::: ':E :d im:::l ::hl:mb::t;: Itlhlel :'ﬂ:
ply to a government offer to  written permission of the began to use high-powered ex-  cial five-year plan initiated by The non-tribal population Saw Pru Chowdhury, chairman talk w':?ﬁ him nl':'rul Tth ) D“ o
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"1 killed, 50 hurt
as activists of
Jamaat, trial

body clash

Form Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, May 13: One
person was killed and at least

Transport workers |

From Page' 1 Col 7
ing of this report.

The mecting could not be
resumed till evening as the
Minister was out of the capital,
Home Ministry sources said.

Our Manikganj correspon-
dent adds: Ferry services be-
tween Aricha-Nagarbari and

PM : Memo
From Mage | Col B
fled.

The demonstrators submil
ted a five -point memorandum
to the Prime Minister. The five
points are: real political solu-
tion of the political problems
prevalling in the greater
Chittagong Hill Tracts, disso-
Iuiﬁg of the district councils,
re il

out such problems

Benazir too sald that they
had taken the PM's ofler seri-
ously as “we believe In keeping
the doors of negotiations
open,” but she couldn’t say
whether the government was
sincere and the offer was not a
tactical move to wriggle out of
a difficult situation. | am not

L interested In bailing out the

Prime Minister or any other

Naval force and some people
who have been described as
members of the Al Zulfikar

tonlAZO) and said to
be led by late Zulfikar Al
Bhutto's only surviving sen,
Murtaza.

The encounter took place
on the hi scas near the
Indian border.

The alleged terrorists were
sald to be going to India In a

50 others injured in a clash Aricha-Daulatdia remained itation of 60,000 people | person. | want to bail out the country boat when the Navy
between processionists of almost suspended on who fled the country, creation | democratic system.” she told patrol boat intercepted it. In
Ekattorer Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Wednesday as very few vehicles of safer environment for the | journalists in the National the encounter that followed,
Committee and Jamaal-e- could ply on the highway. hill people and formation of a Assembly caleteria. scven of the boat's passengers

Islami in the town today.

Jamaat claimed that the vic-
tim, Md Abul Kashem alias
Shahjahan Al (35) was an ac-
tivist of the party.

Of the injured, seven have
been admitted to the Sadar
hospital. Of them, the condi-
tion of Jamaat activists Khokon
and Abu Syed are critical.

The clash was sparked off
when a procession of the
Nirmul Committee confronted
another one of Jamaat at
Dargah Road near the Jamaat

office.
US human rights

Some passengers travelled
in engine boats from Nayarhat
to Gabtali to reach their desti-
natjon.

Our JU Carrespondent
adds: The transport workers
demanded Taka one crore as

mmrzn:alhn for the damaged
trucks. '

Students who reached the
capital on Wednesday through
the Nabinagar-Kaliakoir route
alleged that transport workers
searched a number of buses
and assaulted some students.

The workers also looted the

bﬂmﬂngl of the students,

:

€

o

Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury leading a procession brought out by students of Dhaka Textile
Engineering College in the city yeste

rday to promote local handloom.

—Star photo

Political solution

UNHCR

judictal commission Lo Investi-
gate into the incident of
Lougang.

The demonstrator became
noisy when Samiran Dewan,
Chairman of the Khagrachhar
District Council went to the
microphone to address the
public meeting Some of them
even waived sandals they were
wearing.

The demonstrators left the
meeting place before the
Prime Minister addressed Lhe
meeting.

After the meeting was over,
one of the entourage members

She said that the PM was
facing difficult times. She
painted a rather bleak picture
of the situation: the coalition
had fallen apart, the govern-
ment was in trouble, its eco-
nomic policies were not work:
ing, and the privatisation pol-
icy has not paid ofl.

She also confirmed that she
had taken all opposition allies
into confidence. They too
wanted the doors to be kept
open, but they were not sure if
whether the talks offer was a
play.

She forcefully denied that

were killed and 14 others
taken into custody. Several let-
ters said to be written by
Murtaza Bhutto were recov-
ered from the arrested ;

The incident took p in
the early hours of Saturday ,
but the news was released

only on Monday.

~ But unlike his predecessor,
the Sindh Chief Minister, Syed
Muzaflar Hussain Shah, has not
linked the PPP or any other
political party with the ar-
rested people. The lawyer that
he s, he said that he would

From Page | Col 6 said the Prime Minister did | the Armed Forces were poised not do so L:'jlﬂl he had proof.

From Page 1 Col 7 The workers' union source, From Page 1 Col 4 of all people in society. e valh s refasal ) not object as she believed in | to take over power but said ‘'Jam Sadiq Alf would not have

gees refusal o re )

from Bangladesh is scheduled however, denied the allegation. | (heir own interest and also for Begum Zia said violence and | 1, virtually nullifies the bi- democracy and added that | that the Army had a political missed this opportunity to ma

to begin Friday.

UN officials said discussions
about the problem were being
held in Geneva involving UN
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees Sadako Ogata and UN
Humanitarian Relief Coordi-
nator Jan Elfason.

In a letter sent Monday, the

Edtitorial on page 4

NCL affairs

From Page 1 Col 4
fraudulence existed in the dis-
bursement of the loans pro-
vided by the NCL, and {f the
loans were disbursed under
the legal framework

development and prosperity of
the region as well as the coun-
try without being lured by the
provocation of the misguided.
She called upon those mis-
guided elements not to fitter
away Lheir energy in terrorism
and anarchy and instead de-
vote themselves to the cause of

anarchy would never help in
solving the existing prob-
lems in the hill district

The Prime Minister told
the gathering that some vested
quarter was misguiding them
for their selfish interest.

Beglim Zia said those dis-

rupting peace and stability in

lateral accord that enshrines
voluntariness.

However, Soe Myint, the
Myanmar ambassador in Dha-
ka, said that he was “very
much convinced that the repa-
triation would go smoothly,”
when he was asked to com-

Lawyers Committee for Human the people as well as the coun- society through viclence and ment on the current situation.
Rights said the massive repa- The non-banking invest- | ¢ terrorism were, in fact, de- "We are doing it bilaterally
triation must be voluntary, DEnt companics  were sup- The Prime Minister said {l- stroying the future of the pos- | and we're doing fine. We have
provide guarantees of safety posed to keep ten per cent of | 1051 and destructive activities  terity. conviction that our two peo-

and access by
Commissioner for Refugees to
returned refugees.

UN reports obtained by the
Associated Press document
widespread abuses by the
Myanmar military against
Muslim refugees. One states:
"Our conclusion is that without
a fundamental change in
Myanmar (Burma), these peo-
ple will not go back.”

On Tuesday in Geneva,
UNHCR spokeswoman Syul-
vana Foa said the agency has
strong reservations against
going ahead with repatriation
without information that it is
safe for the refugees to return.

"Bangladesh is talking about
a symbolic movement on the
16th,” she said, "but we're
really against even anything
like that because we don't
want to see anybody treated
like symbolic sacrificial lambs.”

She said 2,000 Myanmar
refugees continue to stream
into Ba h daily. UNHCR,
she said, should interview ev-
ery individual to determine if
they want to return. UNHCR
also should be present in
Myanmar to ensure that con-
ditions are safe, but Myanmar
has made no request for UN
monitoring, she said.

the UN High"

the borrowings as liquid asset
in any banks or approved se-
curity under Securities Act,
1881. But according to the in-
quiry report of the central
bank sent to the Ministry, NCL
now has between three and
four percent deposited ac-
cording to the Bank sources.
The inquiry report also
found that NCL accepted less
than Taka one thousand to
open investors’ account in the
company. But, according to the
existing rule, a client can
open an Investors account
with minimum one thousand

m L] L] L]
Filipino polls
From Page | Col 7

overtake her and "never turn
back.”

Their predictions promp-
ted the watchdog commission
on elections (Comelec) to warn
against premature celebra-
tions. Counting of votes takes
at least a weeck in the
sprawling archipelago of 7,100
islands.

With Filipinos eager 1o
know who is winning, televi-
sion and radio stations have
been conducting their own tal-
lies.

To try to halt confusion,

can never solve any problem
nor can they bring welfare to
the people.

The Chairman of the Local
Government Parishads of three
hill districts, Samiran Dewan
of Khagrachhari Parishad,
Gautam Dewan of Rangamati
and Sa Ching Prue Jerry of
Bandarban also spoke on the
occasion.

Begum Zia, addressing an-
other public meeting at the
high school ground here said
that the present ernment
would uphold the equal rights

Later the Prime Minister
visited the Lougang village in
Panchhari upazila of the dis-
trict where 13 people were
reported to be killed in
clashes on April 10.

The Prime Minister was
briefed on the damage caused
by the clashes. She talked to
the affected members of the
families who had fled the vil-
lage on the day of the clash.

Begum Zia was informed
that the members of the
armed forces were conducting
relief operations in the areas.

S

Ram

From Page 1 Col 7

to be affiliated to any political
party, the Federation's anti-
imperialist, anti-communalist
and pro-socialist orfentation
gives it a close ideological
{dentification with the Com-
munist Party of India (CPI).

Bhattacharya said that the
Indian ple were basically
secular, but that they had been
miskead over the years by
“conspiracy and propaganda of
fundamentalist forces such as
the Bharatiya Janata Party or
BJP."

The second member ol the

temple plan

people of India were disadvan-
taged, and they nceded some
“positive discrimination” like
job quotas to move forward.
"Why should the upper
caste enjoy all the benefits of
progress?”, he asked, adding

that at present, government.

jobs such as in administration,
police department etc. were
overwhelmingly filled by upper
caste people. As a result, he
sald, lower caste people were
not getting a fair deal from the
government machinery.

On another issue, the two
AISF leaders said that the col-

ples will get things done”, the
ambassador told The Daily Star
last evening. He, however, said
"We didn't deny the role of
UNHCR".

Asked if his country would
agree on the physical presence
of the UN should the bilateral
efforts fail, the ambassador
said, "Wait and see what we're
doing”.

He alleged that "there are
some people who are hinder-
ing the repatriation.” He did
not elaborate.

According to sources, both
sides are trying to start the
process 'symbolically’ tomdt-
row by repatriating ‘'a few
hundred’ refugees to 'honour’
the agreement.

But thHat seems to be im-
possible under the circum-
stances.

Bangladesh {s trying to
ascertain the causes of influx
even after signing the agree-
ment on repatriation, said a
Foreign Ministry official.

The refugees who are com-
ing in say they have fled perse-
cution. Myanmar denjes the al-
legation.

Asked whether the repatri-
ation would: start as scheduled
under the circumstances,

Begum Zia wanted to make
them understand that time
had changed and it was no
more the regime when their
(the CHT problem's) elected
representative was not even al-
lowed to speak in the Jatiya

Sangsad.

role to play."They are a politi-
cal force and no government
can run without their full sup-
port,” she said.

She said that she did not
intend to talk to President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan. She had

| recetved no invitation for talks.

lign the PPP.

Benazir has denied any link
or involvement of the PPP with
those arrested or killed. Her
mother, Nusrat Bhutto, has
said that the letters could not
have been written by her son
because he can not write Urdu.
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basic assurances that the re-
turns will be voluntary and to
circumstances of safety. Absent
such guarantees, the repatria-
tion plan should be sus-

their counts from noon tomor-
row (Thursday).

After that only figures sup-
plied by the legally mandated
media Citizens' Quick Count

of the Federation, said that
close unity between the
student communities of

h and India as well as
among those of other Asian

iries under great pressure.
They said India was now being
dictated to by the US to an
unacceptable degree.

“If US interference and

pushed back. "

"A series of actions have to
be taken . . .to assure them
that they’ll be safe on their re-
turn home . . .and to conduct
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| cent of all nt jobs in
india be reserved for people

classified as belonging to

NEW DELHI, May 13: The
acting head of India's militant
Hindu Rashtriya Swayamscvak

mar have selected the possi-
ble sites for exit and re-

ception camps and conveyed
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