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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina leaves
for Nepal today

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in ParHament Sheikh Hasina
leaves Dhaka today for Nepal,
reports UNB,

She will attend as chief
guest an international seminar
on Goutam Buddha in the
Nepalese capital, a press re-
lease of Awami League said in

Dhaka Wednesday.
Tk 2.5 cr gold
seized: 7 held

COX'S BAZAR, May 13:
Police today seized gold worth
about Tk 2.5 crore from a
trawler and arrested seven
people near the {island
Monadia of Moheskhall. The
arrested persons arc Md
Yunus, Salamatullah, Md
Hashem, Md Rashid, Jabor
Mullah, Md Tayeb, Md Jubair
and Abdul Hamid, reports
UNB

Six held with arms
in Mirsarai

CHITTAGONG, May 13:
Mirsarai police arrested six
persons and recovered from
their posscssion some arms
and ammunition at Whaidpur
village Tuesday. The arms and
ammunition recovered In-
cluded onec cut rifle, eight big
., barrels of nine pipe

guns, nine SMG and
two rounds of bullet, reports

BSS.
Launch passengers
robbed of Tk 2 lakh

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, May 13: A
group of pirates looted cash
and goods worth about Taka
2,00,000 from the passengers
of a Kultar Char bound launch
on the river Ghora Utra at
Hatir Char Wednesday morn-

ing.

s

of the country.’

KHAGRACHHARI, Ma
Prime Minister Begum
Zia today emphasised the need
for inding a political solution
to the problems of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts through

ful discussions and dia-
m. re BSS.

She said 'l think, it is pos
sible to find a political solution
through the constitution
constitutional framework

12 :

Addressing a functien on
the occasion of the opening ol
Khagrachhari Local Govern-
ment Partshad Bhaban here,
the Prime Minister said - the
present democratic gov-
ernment is prepared to dis-
cuss the existing situation at
any time with an open mind.
Solution can be reached only
through peaceful means, she
said.

The Prime Minister, how-
ever, said that the government
shall not bow down to terror-
fsm and terrorist activists.

She sald the present
elected government believes in
the balanced development of
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Govt ready to hold talks any time

the entire country and so has
adopted specific policies to-
wards that end. She said, the

ernment has, from this
point of view, given priority to
the development of Chittagong
hill districts which certainly
constitute geographically an
integral part of the sh.

Begum Khaleda Zia said the

ple of this arca are in no
way isolated from the people of
the whole country, even from
the point of view ol nationalist
consciousness.

She said, "We are all Bangia-
deshis and Bangladesh consists
of all regions.”

Begum Zia said the present
democratic government has

priority to the integrated

pment of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. She said while dur-
ing the autocratic regime, the
local rmment wWas e€n-
trusted with the responsibili-
ties for three subjects — edu-
cation, health agriculture,
the present government has,
during the last seven months,
allocated seven more subjects
to it. These are industry and

commerce which include de-
velopment of small and cottage
industries, cooperative, fish-
eries, livestock, social wellare
and public health and preser-
vation of unclassified forests

She said more subjects will be
handed over to the parishad.
Additional budget has been al

located for the development of
the region and and it will fur-
ther be increased in the com

ing days

The Prime Minister said
the government wanted to fur-
ther strengthen and consoli-
date the local government. The
election of the local govern
ment parishad will be held in
due course and the Election
Commission will soon an
nounce its decision by ascer
taining the opinion of the peo
ple of this region.

Referring to survey of the
land cadestral, she said the
work of the survey will be un-
dertaken during the next dry
scason of November next.

The Prime Minister called
upon all to work unitedly in

Sec Page 12 Col 3

UNHCR won't

As the physical preparations
for the repatriation of the
Rohingya refugees continue,
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) has said
that it will not participate In
the process scheduled to start
tomorrow.
~ "We will continue emer-
gency operations in camps,
but we will not be involved in
supervision of refugee repatri-
ation on Friday under the cur-
rent situation’, a UNHCR
spokeswoman said in Dhaka
yesterday.

A senior Foreign Ministry

official gaid that Bangladesh au-

thorities were in touch with
the UNHCR office in Dhaka
and the Foreign Secretary had
had talks with the mission
chief, Darloush Bayandar, yes-
terday.

According to an agreement
on the modalities signed May 7
by the ambassadors, the pro-
cess was to start 'in presence

of UNHCR
During the Myanmar
Foreign Minister's visit late

last month, Dhaka officials In-
sisted that the UNHCR be
made party to the whole pro-
cess—{rom the start ol repa-
triation to the resettiement ‘in

take part in rep

X

Khagrachhari yesterday.

e —

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

.

By Nadeem Qadir and Toufique Imrose Khalidi

their own houscholds and
original places of restdence’ —
but Yangon remained non-
committal over the UN body's
involvement, leading to an ac
cord whase eflectivencss
came into question immedi-
ately after it had been signed.
According to the joint
statement signed by the
Foreign Ministers, Bangladesh
agreed to “fully associate Lhe
representatives of UNHCR" in
the process while "Myanmar
that the services of the
UNHCR could be drawn upon
as needed at an appropriate
time®.
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Milon murder:

All but one of the 14 people
accused of killing Dr Shamsul
Alam Khan Milon were acquit-
ted Wednesday, reports UNB.

Additional Sessions Judge
of Dhaka Haji Mohammad
Ismafl Miah handed down the
verdict Wednesday alternoon.

The accused stand released
as allegations under CRPC sec-
tions 302/109 and 148 could
not be proved, the learned
judge said in his judgementL

Alauddin was sentenced to
two years rigorous imprison-
ment and also fined to pay Tk
2 thousand or serve another
six months in jail in default.

Dr Milon, a teacher of
Dhaka Medical College and
Joint Secretary of Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA),

]

but one a
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I '
was shot dead on the Dhaka
University campus at the fag-
end of the anti-autocracy
movement on November 27 iIn
1990.

Among some 3] witnesses,
14 were declared “hostile”
during the hearing of the sen-
sational murder case.

Of the total accused, four
are absconding. They are
Golam Faruq Ovee, Gaz{ Kamrul
Islam Sajal, Mirza Masud Jewel
and As .

Public Prosecutor Abdur
Razzak and APP Mahmud Ali
appeared for the state, while
Serajul Huq, Amjad Ali (now
dead), Ramzan Alli Khan, Abu
Sayeed, Nazrul Islam, Altaf
Hossain, Mohsin Mia, Mo-
sharraf Hossain and All Asgar
defended the accused.

o

The accused in Dr Milon murder case after the court acquitted them yesterday. — Star photo
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The latest UNHCR decision
apparently makes the start of
the repatriation process
uncertain, but the two coun-
tries continue W work on the
physical arrangements as the
senior officials sit today in a
border town of Bangladesh.

Director General of Myan-
mar Immigration Ministry
Maung Aung and Chittagong
Divisional Commissioner
Omar Farooq will lead the
respective sides at the
meeting at Teknal

The chief of the Myanmar
Lunthin forces (border guards)
will be among others in the

Myanmar team while the
Bangladesh side will include
Reliel and Rehabilitation
Commissioner Shahidul Islam,
Director (South East Asial of
the Foreign Ministry Mostala
Kamal
The UNHCR decision
comes in the backdrop of the
continued arrival of refugees at
the rate of 2000 everyday and
their demonstrations since
Sunday against the repatria-
tion bid without international
guarantee’ for safety. The
number of refugees has al-
ready crossed 2,50,000.
Sce Page 12 Col 5
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atriation process
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Political solution to CHT problems possible : PM

distributing relief among the sffected people of Lagang,

—PID photo

US human rights
group's call to
stop 'forced’
repatriation

UNITED NATIONS, May 13
- A US human rights group has
appealed to Bangladesh,
Myanmar, and UN officials to
suspend planned repatriation
on Myanmar relugees, saying
they [ace possible massacre,
murder and rape if they are
forced to return, reporis AP.

Repatriation of refugees
Sce "age 12 Col |

Transport workers still
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highway : Talks continue

Direct moad communication

' between the capital and north-
| erm and northwestern districts

remained disrupted for the
third consecutive day on
Wednesday as barricades set
up by transport workers re-
mained on the Dhaka-Aricha
Highway.

A group of unruly workers
attacked and damaged at lcast
12 buses which tried to ply on
the highway in the morning.

‘More than 40 passengers were

injured in the incidents, wit-
nesses said.

However, communication
was partially restored from the

By Staff Correspondent

alternoon through the
Nabinagar-Kaltakoir route after
the workers removed barri-
cades at Nayarhat for 72 hours
to facilitate negotiations.

The will set up barricades
at Nayarhat again if the author-
ities failed to resolve the mat-
ter by that time, a workers
union source said.

Barricades at Gabtali re-
mained on Wednesday ., wit-
ness said.

The crisis originated
Monday after an accident be-
tween a Jahangirnagar
University bus and a truck near
Savar, and subsequent clashed

between the university stu-
dents and transport workers
that left 20 people injured.

The second round of talks
started this evening
(Wednesday) at the residence
of the Home Minister to re-
solve the crisis as a marathon
meeting was adjourned
Tuesday without breaking the
impasse.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, JU Vice
Chancellor Kazi Saleh Ahmed,
central students’ union leaders
and transport workers' leaders
were at a meeting till the writ-

See Page 12 Col 2
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A]_l J Finance Ministry

asks BB to
probe further
into NCL affairs

By Inam Ahmed and
Sohel Manzur

The Finance Ministry has
instructed the Bangladesh
Bank to investigate further
into the activities of the
National Credit Limited
(NCL) according to a Finance
Ministry source.

The decision was taken as
the Ministry felt that the ear-
ller report sent by the central
bank was not enough to con-
siders the application of the
company for turning it into a
bank.

The Finance Ministry has
also asked the Bangladesh
Bank to investigate {f any

See Page 12 Col 2

BClI director

refused bail
By Court Correspondent

The District an dsessions
Judge of Dhaka rejected the
bail petition of Alhaj Abdul
Wadud Khan, one of the direc-
tors of th BCl Wednesday.
Wadud was arrested on May 3.

BSS adds : the hearing of
the writ petition filed by
Shahabul Hossain, Principal
Officer of Bangladesh
Commerce and Investment
Limited (BCI), challenging the
Bangladesh Bank order
suspending operations of BCI
continued Wednesday before a
High Court Division Bench.

The bench comprised
Justice Anwarul Hug
Chowdhury and Justice K M
Hasan.

Ram Temple plan opposed

Indian students to
stage hunger strike

By Sabir Mustafa

Several hundred students
belonging to the All-India
Students Federation (AISF)
will stage a 4B-hour hunger
strike In the Uttar Pradesh
city of Lucknow on May 19 to
protest against plans by Hindu
fundamentalists to bulld a
temple in place of the Babri
rmosque in Ayodhya.

Subhrangsu Bhattacharya, a
secretary of the All-India
(national) Council of the AISF,
told The Daily Star Tuesday
that the hunger strike would
be followed-up with more pro-
grammes of action against the
on-going movement to build a

temple dedicated to Lord Ram
on the site of the 400-year old
Babri mosque.

"The students and people of
india will never allow the
mosque to be touched,” Bhat-
tacharya, who led a two-
member AISF guest delegation
to the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) national counctl,
held Monday last, said.

The AISF is one of India's
largest student organisation
with over two million mem-
bers, 35,000 of whom are
from the state of West Bengal.
Although the AISF claims not

See Page 12 Col 3

"Benazir’s terms for talks with Sharif

From MJ Zahedi, Special correspondent

KARACHI, May 13: Political
developments are taking place
in the capftal, Islamabad, at a
fast pace. Opposition leader
"Benazir Bhutto has replied to
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's
recent letter, requesting talks
with her.

Benazir's husband, Asif Al
Zardari, attended the National
Assembly session yesterda
after the Federal and Sind

ments both responded
positively to Speaker Gohar
Ayub's request to let Zardari
attend the session.

Zardari has been under de-

tention in Karachi for the last
two years, facing several
charges related to corruption.
fraud, kidnapping, ete.

Earlier, one of the courts
trying one of the cases had re-
f an application by Zardari,
pleading for permission to at-
tend the NA session, but the
Sindh High Court had earlier
said that the court would have
no objection if the government
allowed Zardari to attend the
current session at which the
1993-94 budget will be pre-
sented tomorrow.

He was taken to Islamabad

yesterday under police escort
and his wife's official resi-
dence, where he will be stay-
ing, has been declared a sub-

Bhutto did not reveal the
contents of her letter to the
Prime Minister. But she had
held intensive discussions with

' Peoples Party executives and

other opposition leaders be-
fore formulating a reply.
Opinions differed on
whether she should accept the
Prime Minister's offer. Finally,

it seems, her view has pre-
vafled.

An Islamabad newspaper
has said that Benazir's letter
contains a set of pre-condi-
tions. These, according to the
paper, are: the PM should ob-
tain a fresh mandate from the
people; he should give a firm
assurance that the next elec-
tions would be free and fair;

the references against the op-’

position leader and others
should be withdrawn; all polit-
ical prisoners, including Asif
Zardari, should be freed;
political victimisation should
end and a new social contact

See Page 12 Col 7

Filipino polls : Ramos
overtakes Santiago

MANILA, May 13 : Former
Defence Chief Fidel Ramos
seized the lead today f[rom
arch-rival Mirlam Santiago In
the drawn-out counting of
votes in Philippine presiden-
tial elections, an unofficial tally
showed, reports Reuter.

With 4.2 million of the es-
timated 25 milllon voles
counted, the tally by the
Roman Catholic church-backed
Radio Veritas showed Ramos
moving ahead of long-time
front-runner Santiago, a popu-
lar and pugnacious anti-graft

l:l.:;lr:grnr. for the first time.
radio compiling unoffi-
cial results from around the
country, said Ramos leading
with 22.4 per cent of the vote,
compared with 22.02 per cent
for Santiago.

The two were among seven
candidates standing for presi-
dent in Monday's elections.

Earlier in the day, Santiago
had claimed victory in the
Philippines’ t elections.
Ramos said she was prema-
ture, predicting he would

Sce Page 12 Col 2
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By Mahfuz Ullah

For about 300 tribal youths
including some schoel girls
who came © join a protest
demonstration it was a big
surprise.

Braving scorching heat and
demanding dissolution of the
local government ecouncils
they came to the Khagrachhart
High School maldan where the
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia was scheduled to address a

public meeting during her
first-ever visit (o the area

yesterday

Banners -'I]'ﬂn‘ m
chanting protesters were al-
lowed to come quite close to
the dais

The tribal youths were not
stopped. nor chased by the
members of law enforecing
agencies in an area known ‘as
high risk zone.” Even in early
hours of Tuesday the insur-
ents killed three innocent

galees Including a pregnant
woman at Uttar Kabakhall at
MMghinala

The Prime Minister and
other members of her en-

tourage who were sitting on
the dals were however unruf-
See Page 12 Col 8

Khaleda to take
up Shantibahini
1ssue with Rao
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has said that she
will raise all bilateral issues
inc luding the Shanttbahini and
waler sharing with her Indian
counterpart Narasimha Rao
during her visit to India Iater
this month.

Begum Zia said this yester-

| day evening té a group of jour-

nalists tin Dhaka upon hem re-
turn from a visit to Khagra-
chart and other hill arcas.

The Prime Minister is ex-
pected to visit India from May
26. Referring 1o the Lougang
incident Khaleda Zia said that
sOMme quariers were .
the rumour tHir™h
people had been killed, but the
exact of people killed inchud-
ing one Bengali and omne
Tripura was 13.

Begum Zia regretted that a
section of the press was dish-
ing out rumours and exagger-
ated reports about the -
ing situations in the hill dis-
tricts.

She categorically said that
the environment was
for the return of those who left
their country and everybody
was enjoying security.

The Prime Minister also as-
sured that the returnees would
be given proper shelter and
assistance for rehabilitation.

Pointing to the probable
solution she said that her gov-
ernment was to discuss
and work out a solution but
added 'let them say what they
mean by settlement.’

The Prime Minister also
informed that since BNF's
coming to power there had
been no negotiations with the
armed insurgents of the hill
districts.

Asked if the settlers and
others were feeling insecure,
she said that the members of
the law enforcing agencies

were working for maintaining

security of all.

Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, LGRD Minister,
Abdul Matin C , Home
Minister, Chief of Seafl Lt
Gen, M Nuruddin and
other senfor army officers who
accompanied the Prime

Minister during her visit were
Pmt during the news brief-
ing.

Annual dist confce

Dhaka AL groups
announce

separate dates

Two factions of Dhaka dis-
trict committee of Awami
League have announced sepa-
rate dates for the annual coun-
cil conference — one on
21 and the other on May 22,
reports UNB.

A meeting of the district
committee, chaired by its
president Shamsuddoha Khan
Majlish, on Monday decided to
hold the council on May 23.
The meeting was held at the
Savar residence of Khan
Majlish.

The other faction, led by
distriet committee General
Secretary Mostafa Mohsin
Montu (Wednesday), an-
nounced that the council will
be held on May 21.

Montu was earller sus-

by the Awami
central working commitiee
his alleged involvement in
anti activities.




