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Hasina asks partymen not to

meddle with BCL affairs

By Nurul Kabir

Awami League Working
Committee (ALWC) in an
emergency mecting last night
decided to observe a country
wide ‘anti terroriam day' on
May |7 in protest against what
it sadd Jamaat's armed attack
on Chhatra League conference

which lefl three party
workers killed.

The meecting also decided
to postpone central council of
the party scheduled to be held
on May 30, meeting sources
sk

Mohammad Nasim MP
while talking te The Dally Star
said. the council session
had to be postponed because
the proposed wvenue of the
council was not available on
the scheduled date

Another AL leader attending
the Working Committee
meeting said that the council
meeting, would, however, be
held by the first week of the
next month

The date of the meeting
would be fixed this altermoon,
the AL leader added.

The meeting was adjourned
at 11-30 last night and will re-
sume at 4 this alternoon.

Presided over by-the party
chief Sheikh Hasina the yes-
terday s meeting was altended,
among others, by Abdus Samad
Azad, Tolael Ahmed, Abdur
Rarzak, Abdul Mannan, Sajeda
Chowdhury, Mohammad
Nasim, Matia Chowdhu .
Shudhangsu Shekhar Halder
and AKM Jahangir. According
to sources, the meeting also
discussed the central confer-
ence of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), the student wing
of AL, beginning today.

According to the ALWC
sources, the party chiefl asked
party leaders not to exercise
thetr influences over formation
of the new commitiee of the
student wi

The AL c wanted all the
members of the new commit-
tee of the BCL be below 27
years, meeling sources said,
adding unlike previous years
the BCL leaders this time
would be picked up from the
‘real students’,

According to sources, the
council session of the BCL con-
ference to be held this after-
noon would select a ‘subject
committee’.

The subject committee, in
consultation with the con-
cerned AL leaders, would an-
nounce the lst of the mem-
bers of the new committee
lOMOTrTow.

According to party insiders,
president and of the
new commitiee of the BCL will
be selected personally by AL
chiel Sheikh Hasina,

TCB sugar scandal

Kazi Zafar
chargesheeted

Former Prime Minister Kazi
Zafar Ahmed was charge-
sheeted Sunday for illegal
acceptance of higher rate for
importing 20,000 tons of sugar
through the Trading Corpo-
ration of Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

Stranded Pakistanis
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Irust for Repatriation and
Re habtlitation of the Pakistanis
Stranded in Bangladesh’
headed by Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, is far
way from the target.

Even Lthe ‘token’ repatria-
ton ol some 2000 families of
siranded Pakistanis — that is
< O IMe 10,000 persons
within the next few months'
as decwded by the Trust Board

its  lirst meeling on
November 11 in Islamabad
¢S o be uncoertalin

Prime Minister

—

Nawaz

Sharif chaired the meeting
which was attended by several
Pakistan ministers and the
chiel of the Muslim World

league, Dr Abdullah Omar
Nassel, also a vice chairman of
the Board

Hut Nasim Khan, the Chtef
Hatron of the Stranded
Pakistanis General Repalria-
rton Committee [(SPGRC),
refutes the idea that fund
shortage is any cause for the
de-lay

Moncy is not the

the problem is the
will” on the part of the
Pakistan Government, Khan,
undergoing treatment at the
Rabita Hospital at Mohammad

problem
political

pur, told The Daily Star
1L r'id'-..-'
ile said that Pakistan
Dhaka deputes
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the mission in Yangon, a Forei-
gn Ministry official said yes-
eriay

With only four days to go,
HYhaka was yet to receive the
similar gesture from Yangon
yThe IH”}'

According to an agreementl
on the physical arrangements
of the repatriation signed
Mhursday in Dhaka by the am-
bhassadors of the respective
countries. the process s to
begin May 15 but according to
official sources it would start
in full swing not before May
21

As the preparations go on,
the Rohingyas are still crossing
into Bangladesh territories,
giving rise to fears about the
success of the repatriation ini-
tialive.

According to the Thursday's
accord, a total of 5000 refu-
gees will be Llaken home every
alternate day- from each of the
|0 exit points on the Bang-
ladesh side.

Myanmar is to set up five
centres to receive them.

Bangladesh has deputed 20
officials — one as in-ch and
one as alternate designate for
each camp

UNB adds: As many as 16877
Rohingya Muslims from Myan-
mar crossed into Bangladesh
on Saturday to escape the
persecution of the Myanmar
army, raising the total number
lo 2.48,284.

Muslims in the Arakan state
of Myanmar are still being
subjected to lorture and op-
pression commitied by the

Government could start a
token repatriation’ with what-
ever money so far collected.
Khan alleged that an
amount of Rs 30 crore belong-
ing to the Trust wal ‘lying in

an Islamabad bank’. Of the Rs
30 crore, he said, Rs 25 crore
was donated by the then
Pakistan President General
Ziaul Haq and Rs 5 crore came
from the Rabitat al-Alam al-
Islami

According to a World
Muslim League journal report,
the Rabita Trust was founded
‘at the behest of the late
General Ziaul Haq' fust weeks
before his death in a plane-
crash in 1988.

Meanwhile, the census of
the ‘Biharis’, the Urdu-speak-
ing Muslim immigrants mainly
from central and northern
India, now sheltered in about
60 camps in various parts of
Bangladesh, has just been con-
cluded but a final report is yet
to be prepared.

The census, which began
March 1, was conducled
jointly by the Pakistan High
Commission in Dhaka and the
Rabita with the assistance of
the SPGRC.

An official of the Dhaka ol-
fice of the Rabita said that the

repgalriation may start by the
ﬁnﬂd.

THe official told this corre-
spondent that the necessary
prepa ¢ work would delay

e, the visiting
ritish UK Foreign
Minister, Lord David
Ennals, met with Foreign Mi-
nister ASM Mostafizur Rahman
Saturday and discussed the

.

%t Prime Ministers of
Bangladesh and Pakistan, who
met thrice in recent months
while attending various inter-
national conferences together,

.dmu_?_nd.—!h:_wr Nawaz
Sharif after a meeting with

Khaleda Zia during the OIC
summit in Dakar announced
that the repatriation would
start by June this year.

Nasim Khan told this paper
that he was planning ‘a long-
march with 50,000 of his peo-
ple’ but he would until June
or a positive development.
Meanwhile? the Pakistan
has planned to
e repatriated people
in Punjab province and has al-
ready sclected possible sites.
Accordingly, the Chief
Minister of Punjab has been
inducted in the Rabita Board.

According to a Pakistan
Government source, ‘the
Government of Punjab has
earmarked 1085 acres of suit-
able land in 14 districts for the
rchabilitation of non-Bengali

from Bangladesh'.
The question of launchi
an international a h

also been planned, said a
Pakistan diplomat.

The Trustees at the [irst
meeting formed three com-
mittees for fund raising,

reparation of rehabilitatié

Myanmar troops, according to plan and logistics a -
information trickling in. ments.
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Prime H;-iniit.: Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the inaugural function of a two-day national seminar on "Policy Options

for Economic Breakthrough™ at hotel Sonargaon in the city yesterday.

PM : Seminar
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communication for ensuring
balanced uplift of all regions
"Construction of Jamuna
Bridge is our election com-
mitment.” she added.

She stressed the need for
national consensus for devel
opment and satd “in democ
racy there may be diflerences
of opinton. But we should be
united on national {ssue”.
"Government 1Is nothing
perennial” she said, adding
"the country and the people
are ever-lasting”

Recalling the glorious
armed struggle for the coun-
try's independence, the Prime
Minister said “we did not fight
for merely a separate land
mass, or merely for a flag ol
our own. We, as a nation,
wanted to lead a decent life
and fashion our ltves according
to our free option,” she said
the prime objective was to
achieve economic emancipa-
tion alongside political inde
pcndence,

Begum Zia said the biggest
challenge of today was to ac-
celerate the pace of national
economic development. “Free
and open-hearted threadbare
discussions of various opinion
groups and segments of the

society are the sine qua non
for successfully meeting this
challenge.

Saffur Rahman stressed the
need for improving both the
market and state saying
"neither of the two are perfect
in Bangladesh.”

MCC! president Morshed
Khan described the existing
power sector as alarming and
disgraceful and expressed the
hope that the government
would finalise a long-term en-
ergy policy in consultation
with the trade and industry.

Minister, members ol par-
llfament, political leaders,
diplomats, Editors ol national
dailies and agencies and
economists attended the sem-
inar.

Hoodlums storm
Bangla College,

assault Principal

By Staff Correspondent
A group of youngsters stor-

med the Mirpur Bangla College
and assaulted three teachers,

including the Principal, Prof

Ishak Hossain at the college
compound at noon Sunday.

The miscreants also ran-
sacked several rooms and

furmiture during the
half-an-hour rampage.

A group of youngsters at-
tacked the teachers when they
went to visit an under-con-
struction building at the col-
lege.

Later, the miscreants stor-
med the college building and
ransacked the rooms.

According to sources, a
group of local hoodlums was
trying to take possession of a
plot adjacent to the college
which was earlier given to the
college by the government.

Mirpur police said they
went tot he spot immediately
after the incident but could
not arrest any one.

The injured teachers were
given first aid at a private
clinic.

BCI challenges
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half of BCI.
The hearing of the case may
begin today, said BCI sources.
The central bank ordered
the suspension of BCI activities
n April 29.

Barrister Ishtiaq Ahmed has
denied a report published in
The Daily Star yesterday, stat-
ing he will be moving the bail
petition of the Chairman of
BCI, Mustafizur Rahman.

done by Barrister
Rokonuddin Mahmud in his
own capacity, and not as a
partner of the law firm of
which Barrister Ishtiaq is a

mber.

Our Court Correspondent
adds: The case record of the
BCl was transferred to the
District and Sessions Judge
Court, Dhaka yesterday.

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka sent the
record to the Judge Court.
Meanwhile, a bail petition

the directors of BCI, was

The court, however, re-

the bail prayer and fixed

ay 12 for the next hearing.

— PID photo

| Russian space industry chief

blasts US for waging trade war

MOSCOW, May 10: Russias
space industry supremo
Alexandre Dunayev has accused
the United States of waging a
trade war to smash space pro-
gramme cooperalion between
Russia and India. Interfax news
agency reported, reports AFP

Washington has threatened
to impose economic sanciion
on both countries il Russia de-
livers rocket boosters to India,
arguing that an agreement on
rocket technology transfer
would iInfringe the Missile
Technology Control Regime
(MTCR), which restricts pro-
liferation of the rockets lht Lo
carry nuclear warheads.

Dunayev, president of
Russia's Glavkosmos Space
Complex, said the boosters In
question — designed in the
19608 for the Russian moon
programme — could not be
adapted to military purposes.

He added thalt Russia and
India are both willing to coop
erate with an international in-
quiry to determine whether
the exchange would break the
AlIM Treaty.

lie pointed out that the
United States is close to
clinching a similar space tech-
nology transfer agreement
with China, and is worried that
India might join the ranks ol
countries able to put geosta-
tionary communications satel-
lites into orbit.

About 65,000 people work
on the Russo-Indian project,
and the contract s worth 700
million rupees (25 million
dollars) to Glavkosmos, said

But US officials say the deal
is worth about 200 million dol-
lars.

Meanwhile, India has begun

final preparations to launch a
rocket in the next few weeks
amid a row with the United
States over Russian plans to
sell it space technology. the
Press Trusts of Indta (PT1) said

India intends to launch its
indigendusly buflt augmented
satellite launch vehicle (ASLY)
"within a few weeks time™ In
either May or June, oflicials
said. Pre-flight checks on the
modified ASLV have begun at a
launch pad In Sriharikota ofl
India’'s southecast coast, PTI
sadcl

Two previous bids to launch
the rocket in 1987 and 1988
both ended in disaster

"The pre-countdown
checks in progress at the
launch centre will be followed
by a countdown about 48 hours
before the actual blast- ofl,°
sajid Suresh Chandra Gupta, d1
rector of the Vickram Sarabhai
Space Centre, the builders of
the ASLV.

The announcement coin
cides with a row over the con
troversial plan by Russia to
transfer its rocket technology
to India.

New Declhi has said it will
not bow to pressure [rom
Washington, arguing that the
planned deal did not violate
the MTCR as the technology
was meant for civilian pur-
poses.

The Russian technology is
vital for the second phase ol
India's fledgling space pro-
gramme, New Delhi has said,
adding that it was nol against
buying the know-how from the
West if it could maitch
Moscow's price tag

Gupta said the modified 24
metre [79-foot) ASLV is de

signed to place a 150-kilogram
(330-pound) satellite (nto
space, adding that it will orbit
earth at an altitude of 450
kilometres (280 miles) and
collect civilan data

Faults, which led to the two
previous crashes, have been
rectified in the latest ASLV, he
na el

When India launched the
ASLV In 1987 and 1988 the
vehicle and its payload crashed
both times minutes after Hft-
ofl into the Bay of Bengal, deal-
ing & blow to the country’'s am-
bitlous space programme.

According to military ex-
peris, the ASLV will be capable
of carrying medium-range
missiles, but New Delhi has
not commentied on this

JP postpones
today's rally

By Staff Correspondent

The public rally of Jatlya
Party which was scheduled to
be held today (Monday) near
the Baitul Mukarram Mosque
has been postponed due (o
unavoidable circumstances,
party sources sajd

The dale of the rally was
announced more than a fort-
night ago, but it was posiponed
without citing any specific rea-
SOT.

Party acting Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
toid The Daily Star that they

were not given permission to |

hold the rally at the venue an-
nounced earlier.
A [resh date of the rally will

be announced later on, he
added

. —

for Alhaj Abdul Wadud, one of

moved yesterday at the Chief
‘ Metropolitan Magistrate Court.
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3000 illegal
foreign workers
in Taiwan

surrender

TAIPEI, May 10: Hundreds
of foreigners working fllegally
in Tatwan surrendered to po-
lice today the last day of an
amnesty before a crackdown
on {llicit immigrant labour, re-
ports Reuter.

About a thousand foreigners
reported to police stations in
Taipel and a smaller number
surrendered elsewhere, bring-
ing the total involved in the
10-day amnesty to more than
3,000, a police spokesman
said.

Labour officials estimate at
least 30,000 foreigners are
working f{llegally in Taiwan,
mostly Thais, Filipinsos, Malay-
sians and Indonesians drawn
by the Island's labour shortage
and booming economy.

Workers turning themselves
in under the amnesty will be
deported in July without being
detained and fined and will
have an opportunity to apply
for legal employment in
Tatwan.

Tajwan lifted its ban on the
hiring of foreign labour by the
private sector late last year,
agreeing to admit 15,000
workers from Southeast Asia
under a strict quota system.

The ment fears an
influx of foreign labour could
cause social problems and hold
back modernisation by sustain-
ing old-fashioned, labour-in-
tensive industries.

BCL
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Parliament, Sheikh Hasina,
will inaugurate the conlference
at the Institute of Enginecers
at 10-30 am.

A central leader of HCL (S-
A) said that the committee
could not be finalised till
Sunday, even after a series of
mectings with the AL chief.

insiders said that at

least twelve candidates were

ng for the post ol President

and about twelve others for
that of General Secretary.

The contestants who are in
leading positions include
Golam Mostafa Sujan, SM
Kamal, Wahiduzzaman Chand,
Mosharrafl Hossain incumbent
President Shah Alam, Jahangir
Sattar Tinku, Momtajul Hugq
Mchdi, Sabir Hossain Sagar,
Ruhul Amin and Ashim Kumar
Ukil.

BB directed
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received by any non-bankin
institution, as may be speci
by general or special order”.s

Under the same Article, the
central bank has also necessary
powers to "give other direc-
tions” to such finance compa-
nies on its own, without nec-

essarily going through the
Ministry of Finance.
Despite these provisions

the new law was felt essential
by the Finance Ministry as the
BB repeatedly complained that
it was inadequately equipped
to deal with the non-banking
financial institutions.
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Tagore's birthday
programmes
conclude

SHAHJADPUR, May 10: The
three-day national level cele-
brations of the 131st birth an-
niversary of Rabindranath
Tagore ended here today, re-
ports BSS.

A seminar on 'Songs of
Tagore’ was the only pro-
gramme of the last day.

Mridul Kanti Chakravarti
presented the key-note paper
while Khan Ataur Rahman
presided. Dr Karunamoy
Goswami was the discussant.

Chakravarti, in his paper,
gave a detailed resume of the
songs composed by Tagore in
the then 'Purba Bangla' be-
tween 1891 and 1901.

He sald Tagore was greatly
influenced by the natural sur-
roundings of Shilaidah, Kushtia
and Shahjadpur and by the
'‘Bauls’ of this land.

Khan Ata said rivers and
flora and fauna of the eastern
part of united Bengal con-
tributed much to the mental

development of Tagore.
"Bas Tagore is our poet’,
he saidd,

Local member of Jatiya
Sangsad Kamruddin Yahya
Khan Majlis, in his vote of
thanks, expressed gratitude to
all concerned with the festival.

One-minute silence was ob-
served at the end in honour of
Shachindra Mehan Roy, who
died suddenly in the Tagore
festival at Shilaidah yesterday
while participating in a semi-

I nar there.
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Taiwan to maintain

ties with South Korea

TAIPE]L,
with South Korea
a senior Tatwanese
sured me t

May 10 . Tatwan will maintain diplomatic relations
te Seouls

said. “South Korean leaders as-
hey will work with us to strengthen our bilateral

groaning time with Betjfing,

relations.” Tesing Yien-Si, Secretary-General to President Lee
Teng Hi, told reporters of his returm from Seoul late on

Saturday. Tsiang led the highest level Tatwanese delegation In
years on a four day visit to South Korea amid media specula-

tion that Seoul was preparing to break off di

relations

with Tatwan and recognise its arch-rival China, reports

Sikhs kill 10 more
in Punjab

NEW DELHI, May 10 : Sikh militants firing automatic guns
drove through a street Sunday in a Punjab village, killt
people, at least seven of them Hindus, news reports

10
. In
New D:Ihoh;.lfttd Sikh separatist rebels killed a top gov-

Reuter

ernment
ding Sunday

DS Tyagl, hours before his daughter's wed-
. United News of Indta said two Stkh

youths rang

the doorbell of Tyagl's home and shot him from point blank
range when he opened the door. The killers escaped on a

motorscooter, reports AP

New AL policy
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mondi Chub at Sonar-
gaon Hotel Sunday evening.
She recetved the Paul Harris
fellow Recognition Certificate
of the International Club on
behall of her slain father
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, at the function.

The award, named after the
founder President of Rotary
International, was given Lo
Bangabandhu In fon of
a contribution of 1,000 US
dollars made on his behalfl by
Dhanmondi Rotary Club Pre-
sident Azam Khan

Describing the economic
policy of Awami League an
nounced in March, the Awami
League president sald that the
objective of the policy was o
encourage and tect private
entrepreneurship for In
creased productivity.

Alleviation of poverty gener-
ation of employment and in-
crease in the standard ol living
on a priority basis were also
the goal of the economic policy
of her party, she said.

The policy, she added, also
emphasises reduction ol allo-
cation for the unproductive
sectors and suggests diverting
the funds o education, tech-
nology, human resource devel-
opment.

The process of develop-
ment, aimed at economic
emancipation, formation of
capital and investment in the
country have come to a stop
since the assassination of

hu, she said.

"Every development plan-
ning has its own philosophy
and logic. One must give a
plan enough time before judg-
ing it.... however, it was not al-
lowed to happen in Bangla-
desh,” Hasina said in reference
to the development efforts by

the Awami League government
immediately alter the country’s
1971 War of Independence.

“The inevitable impact of
changing government by the
unconstitutional means has
created a state of anarchy, fr-
regularities and confusion in
the country's economy and
administration.”

She called for increased
democratic practice in the lo-
cal government and in the so-
cial welfare organisations for
giving the newly-achieved de-
macracy a firm footing,

Hasina thanked the Rotary
International for honouring
her father with the Paul Harris
recognition certificate and
said, "This award has also
honoured the whole nation.”

The function was also ad-
dressed by Rotarian MNG
Azam Khan, Rotary Club Dist-
rict Governor Jalal U Ahmed,
Vice President of the club
Syed Noor Islam, past presi-
dent Nurul Islam, and Sheikh
Abdul Haflz.

Later, the president of the
Rotary Club of Dhanmondi
handed over the certificate to
Sheikh Hasina.

20000 to perform
hajj this year

A total of 20,000 pilgrims
from Bangladesh are expected
to visit Saudi Arabia this ryca.r
for reforming Hajj, one of the
five pillars of Islam, state min-
ister for Religious Affairs Prof
M A Mannan said here yester-
day, reports BSS.

Inaugurating a seminar on
the, ‘significance and dimen-
stons of Haff, organised by Hafj
Committee, Bangladesh, the
State Minister sald of the
20,000 pflgrims, 5000 would
be sent under ment ar-
rangement while the rest
about 15,000 would go on
their personal arrangement.

Presided over by Professor
Emeritus, Dr Serajul Hague of
Dhaka University and Convenor
of the Hajj Committee,

! inaugural ses-
sion of the seminar was ad-
dressed, among others, by the
Ambassador of the I[slamic
Republic of Iran, Alhaj Muha-
mmad Ganfidoost, Chairman of
the Untversity Orants Commi-
sston, Prof Shamsul Haq and
Irantan Cultural Attache H AN
Madadi. Home Minister M A
Matin sent a message on the
ocrAasion.

Tinbigha 1ssue

Forward Bloc
MLA suspended
for violating

directive

CALCUTTA, May 10 The
controversies over Lthe pro-
posed transfer of the T
corridor to Bangladesh a
new turn as an inflluential
Forward Bloc MLA and former
Minister, Kamal CGuha who
specarheaded an unrelenting
movemen! over Lhe issue was
suspended today, reports PTI

The Forward Bloc leader-
ship took the step as Cuha had
‘vioclated' the party's directive
not to c on the movement
opposing proposed trans-
fer of the Tinbigha corridor In
Coochbthar district

The secretary of the state
unit of the party, Ashoke
Chosh said that decision was
taken at a meeting of the party
secretariat.

Meanwhile, describing the
suspersion of Cuha as ‘uncons-
titutiortal’, Amar Roy Pradhan,
a party leader and Lok Sabha
member from Coochbthar and
Bimal Basu, a party MLA from
the district said that since
Guha was a member of the
central commitiee of the party
the secretariat cannot take
such a decision.

Orissa liquor
tragedy toll
crosses 200

CUTTACK, May 10 : The
death toll in the liquor tragedy
in Cuttack city and its -
bourhood crossed 200 Lhis
morning, while total confusion
prevailed at the SCB Medical
College Hospital, reports PTL.

Unofficial sources, however
put the toll at a much higher
figure.

Hospital authorities said
that since the fateful day on
Thursday last a total of 684
victims had been admitted to
the casualty department, at
least 128 of whom were
brought either dead or died on
arrival.

Many others admitted into
the wards died subsequently,
but their exact number was not
available on account of the
chaotic situation prevailing in
the hospital wards and post-
mortem halls.

Meanwhile, the toll in the
capital hospital at Bhubaneswar
rose to seven this morning
with the death of one of the 14
victims admitied there since

Friday evening,
Rohingya
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leaving the camps.

Meanwhile, the prospects
for the repatriation to start
from May 15 seem to be slim.

There has been no word
from the Myanmar side {f they
have set up any reception cen-
tre to welcome the refugees as
stipulated in an agreement
signed Thursday.

The Bangladesh side is yet
to handover the first list of
refugees for the repatriation.

Meanwhile, officials admit-
ted that some groups were
motivating the re against
agreeing to go back home. This
motivation is taking place as
more and more refugees are
coming cveryday.

According to offlicial sour-
ces, about 2000 [resh refugees
arrived today that swelled the
number to two lakh B0
thousand.

But unofficial sources esti-
mated today's arrival at about

3000.

Gunbattle
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the BREL office.

Awami held a meet-
ing in front Doeth Bu
during the hartal hours wit
Chittagong Uttar Awami League
Vice-President Abul Quashem
Master presiding

it was addressed, among
others, by party eity unit
Secretary ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury. district unit
(South) Secretary Moslehuddin
Ahmed and ATM Pearul Islam.

(Editorial on Page 4)



