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mother

KOZHIKODE, May 10
Sprint queen P T Usha

terday gave birth to a baby
m at a private nursing home
here, reports PTI.

Both the mother and child
arc keeping In good health,
according te noted gynecelo

sl Dr Varghcosc
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Usha, working as sporis
oficer in the Southern
Railways, was living In
Madras afler her marriage to
Sreenivasan, a kabbaddi
player

She reached her home
town here on April 25 and
was admitted the nursing
home on April 29.

Handball awards
ceremony today

Sports Reporter

The prize-giving ceremony
of the 1991-92 Cute First
Diviston handball league will be
held tomorrow at 5:30 pm at
the National Sports Council
conference room.

Bangladesh rifles, champi-
ons ever since the inception of
the league way back in 1984,
with 18 points f(rom ten
matches retained the title for
the seventh conseculive time.
They lost only one league
match to Bangladesh Ansars
16-21.

Surjodoy Boys Club, with 17
points, finished runners-up.
They lost to Rifles 8-29 and
dropped another point by
drawing with Bangladesh
Ansars.

Initially there were 12
teams in the league. But Dhaka
Mariner Youngs Club, who

failed to turn u? after playing
their opening league fixture

scralched the

Were from

league

Volleyball leagues

from June 1

Sports Reporter

The 1991-92 Dhaka First
and Second Division volleyball
leagues will simultaneously be-
gin freom June |1 at the
Volleyball Stadium, says a
Bangladesh Volleyball Federa-
tion press release.

Concerned clubs have been
asked to contact the federation
in this regard
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RAJSHAHI, May
10: Ajay Singh
the tribal striker
of the Indian
team from the
state of Bithar ga
ve ample prool ol his goal
scoring ability and concern
about his side's chances in the
fifth Astan youth under 18
Greup Three qualifying round
football championship as he
pumped in all six goals in his
team's emphatic 6-0 victory
against the hlrleu Maldives

today at the stadium.
The Indians, donned in
blue, entered the field with

the express desire of scoring
as many goals as possible —
perhaps over ten — in a last

ditch attempt to brighten thetr
chances of beating hosts
Bangladesh who, with just one
match in hand, have so [ar
maintained a clean slate

Bangladesh have won their all
three matches and need only a
draw to emerge as the best
leam in the competition In

volving five South Asian neigh

bours. The champions will go
through to the finals ol the
meet, to be held In Saudi
Arabia.

With the two wing-backs,
Dulal Biswas on the right and
Reazul Mustafa on the lefl
overlapping with menacing
frequency and skipper Amil
Das showing some vaguc
glimpses of the hallmark of
team coach Gautam Sarkar
who, according to some of the
pundits of Calcutta football,
catapulted himself to the
height of a model as a mid
ficlder with his industrious
and tenacious football, India
had little trouble in grinding
their maladroit opponents.

India went the whole hog
right from the very kick-off
and got their first goal in the
eighth minute of the match.
Dulal Biswas accelerated down

| the right flank to float a lovely

cross across the goal-mouth
and Ajay Singh had all the time
in the world to nod the ball
home with the Maldives cuslo

dian Hossain Habib wutching |

helplessly under the bar (1-0)
Maldives broke the Indian
stranglehold in the seven
teenth minute but their lor
wards (alled 1o draw level from

A Correspondent

a goalmouth melee as the
Indian defenders outnumbered
an outmancuvered them in the
box in time

e Maldives delence had a
torrtd time since then as the
Indian lorwards, led by the ir
resistible Ajay Singh, poured In
from all sides and the second
goal appeared to be only a
matler of time. It was, in lact,
a matter of only eleven min
utes when India doubled the
margin in the 28th minute
with Ajay Singh connecting his
head to another cross from the
right flank by Dulal Biswas (2
0}

India once again averted the
danger of a counter-attack in
the 31st minute and amerced
their unfancied opponents
with a third goal for their in
frequent but annoying flirting

Gautam Roy, who had hardly
anything to do under the
Indian bar, was forced to apply
some of his goalkeeping exper
tise seconds before the buzzer
when he parried an attempt by
a Maldives forward for a
corner.

Indian outside-leflt Shuklal
Tirkey sent in a seraching
cross from the left and Ajay
Singh sidevolleyed it home in
style six minutes alter the
breather to make it 3-0,
thereby earning the distinction
of scoring the first hattrick of
the meet.

The opportunistic Ajay
Singh was nol be contented
with this feat and went on 1o
hammer three more

Taipei to Bejjing

TAIPEl, Tatwan, May 10:
Sixteen Talwanese athletes
Sunday began a 14-day good-
will run from Taipe! to Beljing
in the latest exchange be
tween this island and China,
reports AP

Organizers sald Chinese
athletes would join the 12
Taiwanese men and four
women in China for the 2,700-
kilometer (1,674-mile) relay
run scheduled to end In
Beijing May 23.

They said the run was the
first sports event to be held iIn

\Eﬂth Taiwan and Chlny

gﬂals to

(Goodwill run from

achieve the unique distinction
ol scoring a double hattrick
which raised his tally to seven
in this tournament.

Ajay Singh scored the
fourth goal two minutes later
when he leapt In the air o
head in a fine cross from mid
fieider Prosenjit Paul (4-0).

The Indians looked a little
blase after having put four past
the islanders and although the
team in red had about 12
minutes to catch thetr breath
the Indians came in another
deadly assault in the 22nd
minute with Ajay Singh again
finding the net after Rezaul's
cross from the left had Hossain
Habib totally lummoxed (5-0)

Ajay Singh. who had earlier
made his mark with a superb
goal against Pakistan,K added
another feather to his cap
when in the very next minute
he tore down the middie in a
solo dash to put the ball into
the net after having lured
Hossain Habib out of his posi
tion (6-0)

Ajay missed a fine opportu
nity to score his seventh goal
of the match two minutes later
as the skilful forward (atled to
get a round Hosaain Habfb, the
Maldtves custodian.

Hossain Habib had the mis
fortune of seeing the first red

card of the tournament since
one Pakistani player received

the marching order In an ear-
lier match for having seen the
yellow twice In one maltch, as
the Maldives goalkeeper, per-
haps out of sheer frustration,
handled the ball outside the
box and Shri Lankan referee
Yappa promptly turned him
out of the field In t 26th
minute of the second half.

India kept up the pressure
for more goals and virtually lay
siege around the opposition ci-
tadel in the last 14 minutes
but to no avail. Referee Yappa
deprived the goal- hungry
Indians of a penalty in the
38th minute when he ignored
a clear handball by one of the
Maldives defenders inside the
prohibited zone.

Musah Fateh of Maldives
was shown the yellow card for
splurge.

Indian coach Gautam
Sarkar, one of the luminaries
of the Calcutta maidan in the

Sport

Usha becomes Ajay Singh's fine half-dozen _

Seventies and early Eighties,
expressed happiness over the
big win of his side but he also

ed that his boys should
have won by a margin of a
dozen goals.

Gautam Sarkar looked any
thing but depressed about the
advantageous position ol the

home side and he saild
although an uphill task his side
will take the stromg

Bangladesh team in the right
frame of mind and will try
their level best to cause an

upsct Tuesday.
TEAMS
INDIA: Gautam Roy, Dulal
Biswas, Amit Ghose, Maha

Majhi, Riajul Mustafa, Prosentit
Pual, Amith Das, Anup
Mukherjee, Ajoy Singh, Joseph
Johnson (Trilok Singh) and
Shuklal Tirkey

MALDIVES
(Abdullah
Rasheed
Shamir
Fateh, Ismail Shareel
Mohammed Saeced, Moha
mmed Arif, Hussain Ziyad,
Ahmed Marzoog and Zuhatr

Hussain Habitbh
Roufl, Ahmed
Ibrahim Luthulee

lsmadl

Referee A H Yappa (Shri
Lanka)

TODAY'S MATCH

Pakistan vs Nepal (4.30 pm)

Pakistan 274/4
at Cardiff

Sports Reporter
Pakistan had made 274 for
the loss of four wickets at
close of play on the second day
of their rain-marred three-day
match against Glamorgan at

Cardiff yesterday, according to
BBC monftored in Dhaka late

last night

After rain had ruined the
entire day's play on Saturday,
Pakistan won the toss Sunday
and eclected to bat. ning
batsman Aamir Sohail hit his
second century of the tour by

scoring 124.
With only a day’s play possi
ble Monday, the match is

headed for a draw.

The Pakistanis lost their
opening first class maitch,
against Worcestershire, by five

wickets Friday.

Mohammed, Moosa |

NAIROBI, May 10
The cash strap
ped Kenya Fool
ball Federation
threatened on Sa

— turday to pull out
of all international compe
titions, including the World
Cup, unless the government
provided financial assistance,
reports AFP.

KFF secretary Sammy Obin-
go said that his federation cou-
id not make ends meet with-
out the financial backing from
the government.

“We have no money and we
operating from hand-to

arc

| mouth. Unless we get the gov

Reefat, Zia regain lead

champions
— one current
and another
former — went up
the ladder to
share the top
position at the end of the
thirteenth round while the
holder of that position for the
last two days was engaged In
an unfinished marathon ad-
journed game in the eigh-
teenth national chess champi-
onship yesterday at the chess
room of the National Coaching
Centre.

Defending champion Reclat
bin-Sattar of Biman defeated
Syed Ruhul Kabir Shiplu of
BTMC to raise his collection to
ten points while his friend and
teammate FIDE Master Ziaur
Rahman drew level with him
in the points table with a win

nst Kalimullah Khan Kalam
of Dhaka Metropolis.

Playing with black pleces,
Reefat adopted a French de-
fence opening and succeeded
in retaining his rook against

Two

e —

crnmenl support Or a sponsor
to bail us out., we shall have no
alternative but to withdraw
from all the coming inlerna-
tional commitments,” Obingo
added.

These would also include
the African Cup of Nations and
club championships.

He said Kenya faced fine of
45,000 Kenyan shillings
(1,500) US dollars) if it failed
to host the 1996 Nations Cup
finals which we can ill-afford
to cough out.”

Kenya's bid to host the
1996 Cup finals was accepted
al the general assembly of the
Confederation of African Foot-

Sports Reporter

Shiplu’'s knight and the BTMC
player conceded defeat in 58
MOVES.

Zia, also playing with black,
recorded an easier win against
Kalam when the latter surren-
dered in 36 moves.

Former champion Zia, who
began with a French defence
opening, adopted an advanced
variation but suffered a setback
when he lost his queen in the
22nd move. But he recovered
well and after 36 moves Kalam
accepted defeat in the face of
some aggressive chess by the
Biman player.

However, the most engross-
ing match of the day was
played between Rani Hamid
and Anisur Rahman of
Metropolis.

The six-hour marathon be-
tween the two contestants of
different sexes was adjourned
after 64 moves and the match
resumes at ten. With the
result of her 13th match yet to
be decided, national women's
champion Rani shares the sec-

ond position with Jamilur
Rahman of Ansars with both
having nine points.

Jamil, another ex-cham-
pion, checkmated Nahid
Miyazid of Chittagong in his
thirteenth match yesterday to
collect his ninth point in this
16 player, 15 round tourna
ment. Jamil, who played with
black, adopted the Karocan
variation and his opponent,
reading the writing on the wall
quite clearly accepted defeat
after 33 moves.

Syed Tahmidur Rahman,
another, former champion who
was deposed by Reefat last
year, made short work of Mr
Hafiz of Metropolish. Playing
with white pieces the bearded
engineer defeated Hafiz in only
23 moves,

Amir Hossain in Metropolis
got the better of Abdul Khaleq

of Jamalpur in 38 moves, while

Ansars teammates Khandaker
Kayes Hassan and Niamul Huq
Niru settled for a draw in the
other match of the day

: @

Reigning champion Reefat bin-Sattar of Biman (R) on way to beating BTMC’s Syed Ruhul

Rahman.

Kabir Shiplu in the 13th round of the 18th nationals at the NSC chess room yesterday. The

win helped Reefat regain the lead at the top of the table along with

teammate Ziaur
—Star photo

Cash squeeze hurts Kenyan game

ball (CAF) in Dakar, Senegal, in
January.

But early last month, the
Ministry of Culture and Secial
Services permanent sccrelary
Philip Mulei ruled out Kenya's
chances of hosting the prest
gious evenl because of the fi-
nancial implications.

e criticised KFF officials
for committing the country
without consulting the gov-
ernment first.

The KFF then started con-
sultations with the ministry
while, at the same time, ap-
pealed to CAF to extend the
deadline, which was accepted
and the time limit put forward
from April 10 to May 10, ex-
piring today.

But by Saturday, the gov-
ernment had not given its go-
ahead and it appears that
Kenya has lost its chance of
hosting the final.

Should Kenya pull out, the
event will be awarded to
Cameroon, which it beat by 21
voles 1o 19 in the ballot for the
right to stage the event,
although Cameroon were told
lo be on stand-by.

There is even greater fear
now that the KFF may not find
the money to send Gor Mahia
to Cameroon for the return kg
of the African Club Champions
Cup against Canon of Yaounde
at the end of this month.

Gor Mahia, Kenya's national
league champions, meet Canon
in Nairobi on May 16 in the
first leg, with the return leg in
Yaounde on May 30.

LLast month, Kenya Posta
had to meet their own air fare
and other expenses for the
return leg match of the inau-
gural CAF Cup against Zanzi-
bar's Small Simba in Zanzibar.

They, however, refused to
allow government representa-
tives and KFF officials to ac-
company them unless they met
their own expenses.

Earlier on Saturday, Kenya's
handball teams pulled out of
the African Championships due
to start in [lorin, Nigeria, on
May 11 because of lack of
moncy.

I0C may sue
critical authors

SEVILLE, Spain, May 10:
[OC President Juan Antlonio
Samaranch appointed a panel
Saturday to decide whether to
take legal action against a book
which attacks him and other
leaders of the Olympic move-
ment, reports AP.

Samaranch said the three-
man panel would recommend
the "appropriate measures” to
counter the allegations in "The
Lords of The Rings,” which
was written by two British
journalists.

“A decision will be taken in
due course,” he said, declining
to comment further.

The book, which was re-
leased recently in Britain and
elsewhere in Europe, claims
the Olympic movement has
been ruined by corruption,

Wagar to miss
one-dayers

CARDIFF, Wales, May 10:
Pakistan fast bowler Waqar
Younis will not play in the
ppening two one-day games
against England -starting May
20, team manager Intikhab
Alam said Saturday, reports AP.

Wagqar is going be very im-
portant to us for a long time
and we won't take any chances
with him because we have to
think of his future,” Intikhab
said.

A stress fracture of the back
early this year prevented
Wagar playing in Pakistan's
succeéssful World Cup cam-

Intikhab said the bowler
had been give medical approval
to begin light training. He's
hoped to be fit for the first
Test maich at Edgbaston June
4.

“The news is encouraging
but Waqar will have to build-up
gradually. This sort of problem
could easily return if we are
not careful,” Intikhab said.

Wagar did not accompany
the team to Cardiflf for fits
three-day match against Welsh
county Glamorgan, washed out
Saturday. He stayed in London
to continue training.

"He is doing a lot of swim-
ming at the moment as part of
his training.

Intikhab is confident Waqar
will not need practice on
English grounds before joining
the team. The bowler, rated as
one of the world's best, took
113 first class wickets for
Surrey last season.

Div II cricket

qualifiers now
from May 20

Sports Reporter

The qualifying competition
for the Second Division cricket
league will now begin in the
city from May 20 instead of
May 15, as was originally
scheduled. No rcason was
given for the delay.

Seventy four teams have en-
tered their names for the
knockout competition. The top
two will earn the right to play
in the Second Division next
SCASON.

Forty teams took part in last
year's qualifiers with
Evergreen and Western Club
earning promotion.

The Bangladesh Cricket
Control (BCCB), organis-
ers of the meet, plan a
rally of the participating teams
on the inaugural day at the
Dhaka Stadtum.

Foreign Minister and
President of the BCCB ASM
Mustafizur Rahman will inau-
gurate the meet as chiel guest.

Matches will be played at
the various city cricket venues
such as Dhaka Stadium,
Dhanmond! Cricket Stadium,
Dhanmeondi Club ground,
Mirpur Pallabi and the
Mohakhali T & T ground.
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Action from yesterday’s fifth Federation Cup basketball tourney Group A match between

1992
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| PFive Star Club and Altaf Smriti Sangha of Rajshahi. The Dhaka side, sporting all those
stars, won 117-48 at the wooden-floor gym.

Favourites Five Stars Club
and Angels Club registered
flattering wins on the third day
of the (fifth Rahimalrooz
Federation Cup basketball
tournament at the wooden-
floor gymnasium yesterday.

The oppressive heat and
humidity appeared to have
had little eflect on the spirit
and stamina of Five Stars, run-
ners-up to Dhaka Winners Club
in the fourth Fed Cup, and
their fleet-footed cagers ran all
over their weak opponents
Altafl Smriti Sangha, winning
by a convincing margin of 117
points to 48.

Altafl Smriti Sangha, the
Rajshahi team which had
caused quite a stir by tu
the tables on the more fancied
Josephites whom they beat 59-
47 on the opening day of the
ten-team meet Friday, literally
had no answers to the far su-
perfor skills of Five Stars. The
half-time saw them trial 20
points to Five Stars’ 59,

[t was a repetition of the
same one-sided state of affair

Sports Reporter
in the second session with Five
Stars continuing in the same
vein to basket 58 more points
while their opponents scored
28 more for a final score line
of 117 to 48.
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It was the first Group A
league outing for Five Stars
Zahir with 38 points led the

charge for the winners with
Asghar scoring 25. Rashid

—Star photo

Five Stars, Angels win big

with 12 and Nazrul with 1]
were the notable triers for
Altafl Smriti Sangha,

In the second malch of the
day, held later in the alter-
noon, another strong con-
tender Angels Club posted
their second straight win in
Group B beating Eagles Club
94-47 in a lackluster en-

i ‘frmnnfrs led 45-14 at

the breather,

Stddique with 28 and Dulal
with 18 were the leading scor-
ers for Angels while Imon with
14 and Taufique with 12 were
the top scorers for Eagles.

Angels had oulclassed
Chandpur DSA 125 to 11 in
the {fnaugural match ol the
meet, organised by the
Bangladesh Amateur Basketball
Federation, while Eagles
Saturday defeated Dhumketu
Club 54-52 in a keen contesl.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Altal Smriti vs The Gregs
Club (4:30)

Dhaka Winners Club wvs
Eagles Club (6:00)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla,
May 10: For the second con-
secutive year, China's Lan Wei
won the 3-metre springboard
event at the Alamo Inter-
national, a prelude to the Sum-
mer Olympics, reports AP.

Lan, 24, led 11 other
Olympic hopefuls throughout

DU cricket

Sports Reporter

Two batsmen on either side
narrowly missed their cen-
turies In yesterday's high-
scoring match of |.ie Dhaka
University inter-department
cricket competition at the
Jagannath Hall ground.

As regards the result,
Department of International
Relations posted a convincing
47-run victory over Depart-
ment of Zoology.

Batting first, International
Relations made a massive 245
for the loss of only three wick-
ets in the stipulated 30 overs.

Atiq blazed on unbeaten
99, a trifle unlucky not to have
reached triple figures, while
Suman and Ruhul made 58 and
23 respectively.

Milon of Zoology took two
wickets and Swaran claimed
the other conceding 21 and 43
runs respectively.

Despite vallant batting per-
formances by Fazlu and Pappu,
Zoology could muster just 198
with six wickets to spare when
their overs ran out.

Fazlu was the other unfor-
tunate man on the day being
dismissed on 95 while P-rpu

and Shafiq scored 58 22
respectively.
Atiq was the pick of Inter-

national Relations bowlers

glaiming two wickets for 35
while Mawla got one for 52.

his list of 11 dives, but punc-
tuated the victory on his f[inal
dive with an 85.68, giving his
683.94 points. Kent Ferguson
(666) and Scott Donie
(653.37) of the United States
finished second and third.

In the women's platform [i-
nals, Mexico's Maria Jose
Alcala held off a late-charging
13-year-old Jenny Keim of the
United States, 417.42 1o
411.09. Irina Pisareva of the
Commonwealth of I[ndepen-
dent States took third with
405.42.

For Alcala, 20, the victory
assured her a berth on the
Mexican team at Barcelona.
She finished ninth at the 1988
Olympics.

"I was nervous al the last
Olympics,” Alcala said. "I'll feel
better at the next one.”

After blowing her fifth dive
on an eight-dive list, Keim,
charged back from ninth place
— delighting the hometown
fans,

"Now people will know I'm
somebody who can possibly
make the Olympic team,” said
Keim, who was a nationally-
ranked gymnast under Bela
Karolyi before suffering a
stress fracture of the back at
the age of B. "This is the best
thing that ever happened to
me, except when | was born.”

Ferguson, 29, saved his best
dive for last, scoring 87.12 on
a reverse | 1-2 somersault
with 3 1-2 twists, to pul some

ure on the seemingly un-

Lan.

felt a threat on the last
dive,” said Lan, who like the
US divers will compete in his
country’'s Olympic triais In
mid-June. “But it's my favorite
dive and | knew | can do it."

For Ferguson, Barcelona is

Lan wins Olympic diving prelim

probably his last chance al an
Olympic berth. The top two
finishers in each event at the
Olympic trials makes the team.

"This is a good gauge on
what | have to work on,"
Ferguson said. | was third at
the trials in 1984 and B88.
Hopelully, the third time will

be a charm.”
As China's Li Deliang fal-

tered. Donie, 23, came [rom
behind to win the bronze

"This realfirms to me that
I'm good in both the 3-metre
and platforms,” said Donie, the
platform gold medallist at the
1991 OQOutdoor Championship.
"This shows people that the
Chinese aren't taking over. Bul
he (Lan) was on fire today.”

ROK shuttlers
in Thomas Cup
semifinals

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10:
South Korea proved too power-
ful for England and won their
Thomas Cup badminton clash
4-1 on Saturday to become the
first Group B team to reach the
semifinals, reports Reuter.

Hosts Malaysia face Den-
mark today to decide the se-
cond semifinal qualifiers from
Group B. China and Indonesia
have already clinched the
semifinal places from Group A.

South Korea had got them-
selves into difficulty by losing
to Denmark in their first group
game, while on Friday England -
beat the Danes for the first
time ever in the competition.

But South Korea pgave
England little chance of an-
other upset, even though
England's Darren Hall took the
first singles by beating lLee
Kwan-Jin 156-9, 15-3



