Come to CHITTAGONG Come to -

[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT|

before.

anly place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD & SEAROOD
in CHITTAGONG (NO BRANCH). Please try us and you
love BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT more than

1063 ASIAN HIGHWAY, OPPOSITE YM.CA. NASIRABAD.
CHITTAGONG. TEL: 2266, Fax: (0) 01)-20% )

T ——

VOL. Il NO. 111 REGD. NO. DA 784

Inside Today

Zrticle

Debate over ‘Rio
declaration’ could
begin new North-
South Dialogue
Page 4

International

Kabul students are

| back at schools after a

six-month break in
classes

Israel will boycott two
sessions of Mideast
talks beginning today
Page 5

Feature

Health

Antibiotic resistance

sounds an alarm
Page 8

Business

Itahhan team arrives in

Dhaka to finalise
farming scheme

Libya may send back
5000 overseas workers
Pages 6, 7

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Evening of fun
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

Pirates loot
passenger boat

SIRAJGANJ, May 10
Pirates looted Tk 3 lakh and
injured ten passengers after
attacking them in a mecha-
nised boat in the river Jamuna
today

The passengers said a group
of dacoits attacked a Sirajganj
bound boat carrying about 28

from Jagannathgan|
Ghat at 12 noon at Chundini of
Sadar upazila of the district,
reports UNB.

6.2 tonnes hashish
seized in Karachi

KARACHI, May 10
Pakistani police seized 6.2
tonnes of hashish with a local
street value of 30 milllon ru-
pees (dollar 1.2 million), a
government official said today
The drugs were found in a
warchouse in western Karachi
yesterday, One man was ar
rested, reports Reuler.

Cases filed against
33 traders

A Mobfle Court led by a
Metropolitan Magistrate
Sunday flled 33 cases against
various industrial and com-
mercial organisations for using

fliegal weights cheating people

in weighing and uses of fllegal
weights and scales.

e Court Initiated by
Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution conducted
inspection at different whole-
sale market, sales centre of
textile, fan and electrical wire
factories, petrol pumps and
weighing scales sellers in the

in the district town demand-
ing immediate arrest of the

accused of two murder cases.
strike, called by
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Gunbattle with police in Fatikchhari during hartal

13 alleged Kkillers held
with rocket launchers

CHITTAGONG, May 10
Police fought a flerce gunbattle
with the alleged killers of
three Awami League (AL) ac-
tivists near Nazirhat College in
Fatikchhari today while
Chittagong was in the grip of a
dawn-to-dusk hartal called by
the AL to protest the killings.

Police arrested 13 of the
accused killers and recovered
five rocket launchers, a pair of
binoculars and some luggage
from their possession.

According to police, the ac-
cused were fleeing the city

UNB quoting says : The ar-
rests followed exchanges ol
fire between police and Shibir-
NDP activists for one and a half
hour near Nazirhat bazar and
Nazirhat college between
Hathazari and Fatikchhari
uparilas. The gunbattle began
at about 6 am.

The arrested were moving
in a microbus during the
dawn-to-dusk hartal, the po

From Staff Correspondent

lice control room sakd without
giving their identity. About 150

people engaged in the gunbat

tle managed to [lee (o
Nandakini mountain
Superintendent of Police

SM Sabir All said that the sit-
uation in the district was un
der control and police were
scarching for the culprits in
and around the Mandakint
mounlain.

Our Stafl Correspondent
picks up : During the hartal
today the supporters of the AL
reporiedly attacked the resi
dence of a Jamaat leader at
Panchalaish and beal up two
Shibir workers severely.

The also set a motorcycle
afire at Chandgaon in the city.
Several crackers were also
blasted al various placed in the
city durlnf the hartal.

life came to a halt
in the Port City and its sur-
rounding areas during the
hartal.

The hartal was called o
protest the killing

activisis allegedly by armed
members of the pro-Jamaat

Chhatra Shibir and the NDP on
Friday in Fatikchhar upazila
30 miles from the city

Additional police forces
were deployed in & bid 1o keep
the situation under control.

During the hartal hundreds
of vehicles were stranded on
the Dhaka-Chittagong Highway
al Sitakunda as barricades
were pul up by the supporters
of the AL and the BCL

Private and public offices
could not function in this busi-
ness city and shops and mar
kets stayed closed during the
hartal

[Hanks could not operale
and the carrying ol cargo to
and from Chittagong Port re
mained suspended due to the
non-plying of trucks. Mills and
factories at Nasirabad and
Sitakunda industrial bells sul

of three AL

fered production
sources sakd :
Besides, all vehicles includ
ing rickshaws stayed off the
roads
Supporters of the AL and

the BCL brought out a proces-
ston that paraded the city

roads calling to arrest the
Killers

Mcanwhile, UNB says. four
Jamaal, Shibir lceaders were
stabbed allegedly by Awami
League activists. Abu Taher
Khan, also the leader of
Bangladesh Railway Employees
League (BREL), was stabbed In
the Tigerpass arca and three
others— Ekram Hossain,
Ekramul Huq and Mujibur
Rahman— in Lalkhan bazar
area, UND adds.

Taher was admitied 1o
Railway Hospital and Ekram
and Fkramul Huq were rushed
to Lalkhan bazar

Agitated youths set fire 1o
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Rohingyas rally

in Teknaf, decry
repatriation bid

From Farid Hossain

TEKNAF, May 10: Several
thousand Rohingya refugees
demonstrated here today agai
nst their proposed repa-
triation to Myanmar as many
inmates are fleeing their
camp, witnesses and officials
sadd

The demonstration took
place at Dum Dumia camp
which houses about 74000 of
about two lakh 50 thousand
Rohingya refugees who have
poumd thto Bangladesh.

The refugees brought out
the procession and marched to
the Teknal upazila headquar-
ters to say that they would not
return home for fear of perse

cution

The protest came alter-
words that refugees would be
sent back within the next
three days and the camps
would be closed

Government reliel officials

assured thr. dtmnn-lr-lur-
that t be sent
back by l.!"l:l wWas no

question of closing the camp
The repatriation of the

refugees 18 scheduled 1o begin

from May 15 under an agree
ment between Bangladesh and
Myanmmar

As the officials are prepar-
ing for the repatriation, non-
government relie{ officlals re-
port that atleast 300 inmates
have already fled the camps to
dodge their eflfort

Some camp officials admit
ted that the refugees specially
young girls were missing from
the camps. They said they had
sicpped up security measures
o prevent the refugees from

See Page |2 Col 7

Dhaka deputes
officials for
repatriation

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh authorities have
designated field level officials
to conduct the repatriation of
the Rohingya refugees and
conveyed the list to the

Myanmar Government through
Sov Iage 12 Col )
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Police led by a DMC magistrate preparing seizure list after searching a stmnngm of BCI branch at ‘\Icrrth South Road

in the city yesterday.
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Police recoverm779 taka
from 3 BCI strongrooms

By Staff Correspondent

Police on Sunday raided a
number of Bangladesh Com-
merce and [nvestment (BCI)
branches amd seized some
money and documents from
their strongrooms.

The action came following a
court order Saturday for such
actions. '

Motijheel police raided the
Dilkusha branch and [ound
Taka 159.33 in its strongroom.
Some papers were also seized
to be inspected by the Bangla-
desh Bank.

Dhanmondi police went to
the BCIl's Jigatola branch and
found Taka 551.22 in fts
strongroom.

Motifheel police also went
to the BCI head office at Rajuk’
Road. But the team had not re-

turned till writing of this re
port late last night,
Sutrapur police also went 1o

the BCI's Babupura branch but
had also not returmed tfll late
last night.

Kotwali police also raided
the Hangshal branch and
scized Taka 69 27 and some

papers.

Meanwhile, in a resolution
Sunday, BC| depositors de-
manded the release of the
company's directors on bail so
that it could continue function-
ing.

They maintained that BC]
could realise its oulstanding
loans if it could resume opera-
tions which, in turn, would en-
able them (the depositors) to
get their deposits back.
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| Repatriation

of stranded
Pakistanis
uncertain

By Toufigue Imrose

Khalidi
The repatriation of more
than 2,550,000 ’'stranded

Pakistanis' is very uniikely o
start next month as planned
carller due to non- avatlability
of necessary funds.

According to a
government official, the Rabita
Trust, a joint endeavor of the
Pakistan Government and the
Makkah based Rabitat al-Alam
al-lslami, s yet to mobilise the
money — 500 mfiton US dollar
— estimated to be required for
the repatriation.

According o the Trust es-
timates, of the 8 500 million,
$ 300 millon would be needed
for the air and the rest
$ 200 million for the rehabfli-
tation of the returnees. [t was
planned that as soon as the 50
per cent of the required § 500
milion was collected, the pro-
cess would start.

The Pakistan Covernment
promised 8560 million and the
rest was o be by the
Rabttat &l Alam al-| or the

l offictal source,

Privatisation cornerstone

of democracy : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said Sunday that
the government was building
up necessary infrastructure to
link country's economy with
the global trend of free market
economy, reports BSS.

"Our avowed policy is to
establish discipline and ac-
countability in all sectors. We
are nourishing a development-
oriented economic culture”,
Begum Zia sald while inaugu-
rating a two-day national semi-
nar on “Policy. Options for
Economic Breakthrough™ at
Sonargaon Hotel in the city .

She said the cornerstone of
democracy was the flourishing
of private entreprencurship.
The state is now playing a
complemen role, she said
adding 'side by side, we arc
striving to enforce stringent
discipline in financial sector.’

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman attended the seminar

as the special guest.

Jointly organised by Jaltya
Press Club and Metropolitan

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI), the inaugural
function was also addressed by
chamber President M Morshed
Khan, Press Club President
Mozammel Haq and General
Secretary Shaukat Mahmood,

The Prime Minister noted
with satisfaction that her gov-
ernment had been able to mo-
bilize 24 per cent domestic
resources in the Annual
Development Programme
within a period of less than a
year which was commended
both at home and abroad.

She referred to the in-
creased aid flow by different
donor countries and agencies
and said this was a clear indi-
cation of support of the inter-
national community to the on-
going democratic process and
the programmes of the pre-
sent government.

She said her government
had tdentified three immedi-
ate objectives which were-ac-
celerated growth of national
income, poverty alleviation and
creation of employment oppor-
tunities through human re-
sources development and self-
reliance. She said "our struggle
now is directed against
poverty.”

Begum Khaleda Zia said that
the government had taken a
programme for rapid Iindustri-
alisation and had formulated a
liberal industrial and invest-
ment policy. "We want to give
particular emphasis on export-
orfented industries. In this

highly competitive world there
is no alternative to export for
our survival ” she said.

On the labour-management
relations, the Prime Minister
said government wanted to
establish a proper linkage be-
tween wages and labour pro-
ductivity. She said since 1969
our labour productivity had
diminished by a staggering 30
percent whereas during the
period two of the neighbouring
countries had rcgistered in-
creases of 54 per cent and 163
per cent labour productivity
respectively.

The Prime Minister said
the government was relent-
lessly working for the devel-
opment of the power and en-
ergy scctor to meet the de-
mands of industrialisation and
modernization of agriculture,

"We are contemplating to
formulate an appropriate and
realistic energy policy keeping
in mind the interest of the
private sector,” she said.

"We are evolving eflfective
measures for reducing system
loss and for combating load
shedding,” she added.

The Prime Minister said
her government had accorded
priority to the development of
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New AL policy
encourages
private initiatives,
says Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
Sunday said that the economic
policy announced by her party
aimed at opening a new path
for unhindered economic
growth and encouraging pri-
vate entreprenecurship in the
country.

"Our experience and analy-
sis have made us come to this
conclusion that economic
drive at present {s not consis-
tent with the monopoly of the
state,” she said.

Hasina was addressing a
function organised by Dhan-

Sce Page 12 Col 7

BCL (S-A)

conference
today

By Staff Correspondent

The conference of Awami
League-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) will be
held today (Monday)

Awami League chief and the
Leader of the Opposition in

See Page 12 Col 6

Non-banking institutions law

BB directed to

prepare draft

By Inam Ahmed and Sohel Manzur

The government has de-
cided to enact a new law to
te the activities of the
non-banking financial institu-
tions, according to a Finance
Ministry sources.

The Ministry of Finance,
according to the source, has
already directed the
Bangladesh Bank (BB) to pre-
pare the draft of the law.

The new law would provide
more to the Bangladesh
Bank to monitor the activities
of the institutions and take ac-
tion in case of irregularities.

The draft after a review by
the Ministry of Finance will be
sent to the Ministry of Law.
Informed sources indicated
that the draft after its approval
is likely to be placed in the
coming budget session of
Parlament.

The decision to enact a new
law was taken at a meeting at
the Finance Ministry in the
context of the recent crisis in
the financial sector that led ac-
tivities of the Bangladesh
Commerce and Investment
(BCl), an investment com-

pany's being suspended.
Another non-banking finan-
cial company, the National
Credit Limited (NCL) is also
facing Hquidity crisis following
the recent incidents caused by
various frregularities.
Incidentally, the Article 52
of the Bangladesh Bank Order,
1972 gives authority to the
Bangladesh Bank "to issue di-
rections to such a financing
company to furnish state-
ments, information nrJ:arUcu-
lars relating to any deposits

Sece Page 12 Col 5

BCI challenges
BB order

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Commerce
and Investment (BCI) filed a
case with the High Court
Sunday, challenging the sus-
pension order of the company
by the Bangladesh Bank.

Barrister Rokonuddin
Mahmud filed the case on be-

See Page 12 Col 3

World Bank to link future

WASHINGTON, May 10: The
World Bank said Sunday it
would assess military spending
by 85 Third World countries
when deciding how much to
land them in their battle
against poverty, reports AP,

The nations “non-produc
tive” spending “such as mili-
tary expenditures” will help
determine the bank's level of
support, saild a 16-page
*Operational Directive® re-
leased by the bank.

Poverty reduction is the
institution's overarching ob-

jective, bank Pruidcnt Lewis
T Preston — formerly of the J
P Morgan and Company bank—
wrote in an introduction. .

The bank made clear that
the amount of loans a country
can expect is linked to the
strength of its own effort to
reduce poverty greater com-
mitment will get greater sup-
port, weaker commitment will
get less support

Japan and Germany have al-
ready made it clear that th
will look into military spend-
ing when they make up their

own aid programme.

UsS Co sman Henry J
Gonzalez of Texas, chairman
of the House Banking

Committee, has said he will
push to take the United States
out of international organiza-
tions if they keep on lending
money that makes it easier for
the borrowers to spend other
mo on arms.

The World Bank 1is the
biggest of intergovernmental
lending agencies, approving
loans worth about dirs 24 bil-

ion a year. Its original pur-

loans to

pose was to help poor coun-
tries out of poverty. The
United States owns the biggest
block of shares among the 158
member countries.

Russia and other republics
of the former Soviet Union are
now bemr::? members of
the bank eligible for fits
loans.

The World Bank must de-
termine which of the republics
are poor enough to warrant a
pow:rty programme. If any

Llwﬂwnuﬂhw:mp
through a lengthy process that

would determine the need of
each. While Russia itself might
be considered too well devel-
oped to warrant an anti-
poverty programme, 8ome
central Asian republics might
and welcome it.
in the past, the bank was
occasionally criticized for for-
getting its original anti-
poverty goal. But Sven
., one of the bank's
three directors, said
World Bank projects of the
19708 were over ambitious and
there were some faflures,

military spending

“In the 1980s... we focused
heavily on macro-economic
policies and other economic
reforms to try to help coun-
tries make their economies
more efficient and restore
economic growth.

“In the 1990s, we see
reduction as the pre-
eminent focus of our work.”
John Mitchell, a bank
spokesman, sald that by 1994
the bank stafl expects to com-
plete the B5 country reviews
now planned.

Mushm World League.

According to a Dangladesh
the 'Rabita
Sou Mage 12 Col |

Majid-ul-Hugq
meets Rao
today

Major Oeneral (Retd) Majid-
ul-Huq, Minister for Agri-
culture and Irrigation, Water
Development and Floed
Control, keft Dhaka Sunday for
New Delhi as a special emis-
sary ol Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, official sources
said, reports HSS,

He will finalise the dates of
Begum Zia's visit 1o India
scheduled to take place to-
wards the end of the current
month. =~

Majid-ul-Huq will meet
Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao today.

It is also expected that
Eduardo Faleirt, Indian State
Minister for Extermal Affairs,
will call on Hug

The minister is accompa-
nied during the visit by
Additional Foreign Secretary A
H Mahmood Al.

The Indian High
Commissioner in Bangladesh,
K Raghunath was present at
the airport to sec Hugq off.

Mostafiz leaves
for Malaysia,
Indonesia

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman left Dhaka
for Kuala Lumpur Sunday
afternoon on a visit to Malaysia
and Indonesia, reports UNB.

The Foreign Minister's visit
to Kuala Lumpur is taking
place at the invitation of his
Malaysian counterpart Datuk
Abdullah Bin Ahmed Badawi to
discuss bilateral matters.

Mostafiz will also lead a
three-member delegation to
the ministerial level meeting
of the Coordinating Bureau of
the Non-aligned Movement
(NAM) scheduled May 14-15
in Balf, Indonesia.

Foreign Ministry sources
said the meeting Is prepara-
tory to the forthcoming 10th
NAM Summit Conference to be
held in Jakarta in September

The agenda of the Bali
meeting includes a review of
the international political and
economic situation as well as
the role of the Non-Aligned
Movement In the emerging
new world order, re-structur-
ing and re-vitalisation of the
United Nations, the develop-
ments of the Middle East and
South Africa, and South-South
cooperation.

The ministerial level talks
will be preceded by a meeting
of senjor officials and ambas-
sadors May 12-13.

Body to probe
Lougong

incident
The government has consti-

tuted a one-man enquiry
commission with former Chief
Election Commissioner Justice
Sultan Hussain Khan to probe
into the incident that took
place at Lougong under Pansort
thana of Khnwhhmmdhtﬂﬁ
on April 10, reports

1{: commisston has been
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of determi the cause of
the incident, tifying the
persons responsfble for it and
submitting recommendations
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