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y Dhaka, Sunday, May 10, 1992

A Boost for Dhaka-KL Ties

Foreign Minister A S M Mustafizur Rahman
who flies to Kuala Lumpur today will, we hope,
take the first opportunity of thanking the gov-
ernment and the people of Malaysia for the sup-
port they extended to Bangladesh on the
Rohingya issue. Among member countries of the
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN),
the ' of Dr Mahathir bin Mohammad
was the first — a few, in fact, showed a little hesi-
tation — to take a strong position in favour of
quick and safe repatriation of over two lakh
Myanmar refugees who had fled to this country.
An astute statesman and a friend of Bangladesh,
Dr Mahathir understood the position correctly
and acted accordingly. However, in this context,
one must pay due credit to the Malaysian High
Commission in Dhaka for the supportive role it
played on this issue.

Since the repatriation of Rohingya refugees is
yet to start, it s important for Mr Rahman to
alert his counterpart, Abdullah Ahmed Badawi on
the problems which may still lie ahead. In return.
our Foreign Minister should gain an understand-
ing of the Malaysian perception of the develop-
ments inside Myanmar, perhaps a potential
member of ASEAN, once a democratically elected
government takes office in Yangon.

As expected. there will be a full three-day dis-
cussion on bilateral matters between Dhaka and
Kuala Lumpur, primarily focused on economic co-
operation. Here, thanks to the hard work put in
by our successive High Commissioners in
Malaysia, a framework for co-operation already
exists, with some understanding of priorities. But
it lacks momentum. There are, in fact, issues,
such as an iIncrease in the employment in
Malaysia of Bangladeshi workers and members of
the professional classes, which should be dis-
cussed in detalils.

Since answers to some of these issues concern
the private sector, the Foreign Minister should
have the opportunity of holding a round of talks
with Malaysian entrepreneurs and their repre-
sentative trade bodies.

These talks should focus on a number of new
possibilities which the last Malaysian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh Tunku Nazihah
binte Tunku Mohmed Rus had discussed with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia and later dur-
ing an exclusive interview with this paper. They
relate to prospects of Malaysian investment in
Bangladesh and the establishment of joint ven-
tures. The two are interlinked, although there are
no reasons why Bangladeshis and Malaysians can-
not together set up projects in third countries. In
the changed political and economic climate in
the region, Malaysia has other countries in mind
for setting up new ventures, say, in garments and
electronics, the areas in which this country has
gained much experience. So, prospects of co-op-
eration between Dhaka and Kuala Lumpur offer
promises, but also challenges and competing
claims. The visit of Mr Rahman to Kuala Lumpur
should mark the start of a new process. But it will
be up to our High Commission in Malaysia to
carry it forward. As Mr Rahman had once ex-
plained to this paper, the Foreign Ministry is de-
termined to make all our missions abroad more
trade-oriented, with each embassy or high
commission earning its way through economic
co-operation, investments and joint ventures. Let
our mission in Kuala Lumpur serve as a test case
in this respect.
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Beggary in New Light

Beggars make news, more often than not, with
a negative slant. But on rare occasions, some
beggars somewhere step into limelight because of
their positive contribution to society or attempts
to do so. When a beggar donates a will his
lifetime’'s savings to an institution of public
service, we are pleasantly surprised by the man's
magnanimity. But a motley collection of
disciplined beggars looking for a way out of their
wretched living is something wonderfully new.
This exactly was the case with more than 500
beggars of Gaibandha. The story in brief is that
the beggars of that upazila assembled to gherao
the residence of the Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) and also held a rally demanding the
provision for work in stead of alms. They lifted
the gherao only after they had been assured of
employment on the availability of government aid.

For the beggars of Gaitbandha, it was a nice way
of reminding the government — through its
representative at the local level — of its duty to
these most neglected, and perhaps despised,
people. The other reminder concerns that not all
are happy to be in this abject profession. Many of
them surely might not be in the profession, if
only they could help avoid it. That they are in it is
partly explained by the society’s failure to evolve a
right type of mechanism to address the problem
through employment generation and partly by
their own failure.

The itmportant thing is that the beggars are
keen — {f they have not resorted to pretension —
on earning for themselves instead of being a drag
on society. Their intention — {f sincere — is
indeed laudable. But mere praise would not be
enough to match the gesture they have exhibited.
It must be done in some concrete terms. The
assurance of the UNO should somehow or other
be complemented By practical measures. And
Gaftbandha just should be a starting point for a far
greater programme aimed to gradually eradicate
the ills of beggary.

That the problem of begging is related
to the lack of employment opportunity and is also
a reflection of unequal distribution of wealth is
obvious. Even in a country with a strong economy,
this is not an unheard-of phenomenon. Much
depends on how far a soclety is caring and how
strong its welfare programmes are. With a poor
economy of the sort we have, there is little
chance of doing away with begging — specially
when the emphasis has been shifted on the
indtvidual initiatives and entrepreneurship. Have
the also taken a cue from the policy-
makers well in advance?

LITISM s not a kind

word In our country

Since the end of the
British colonial rule in the sub-
continent, the clite have been
on the retreat with increasing
political not economic
pressures from the lefl. It s
true that the elite of the
British India perfod were In a
certain sense the agonizing
manifestation of feudalism
which had neo in the
post second war period
of political tndependence and
economic development The
time had come for a new type
of elitism: but unfortunately
the concept could only be de
cried since it could not be dis
sociated from feudalism The
populist jargons geared to slo-
gans of mass appeal — unreal
istic but passionate; and,
counter to development but

sexy and — became
the order of the day.
Another significant draw

back of the intellectual elite in
all the countries of the sub-
continent have been their
profound liberal arts orfenta-
tion. Poets and musicians of
repute are acclaimed by the
society but not the engineers,
accountants or the scientists.
The compensation is not the
fact that they are paid well
which on the other hand re-
flect their scarcity value since
not many students prefer to
study science and technology.
The bias is in favour of litera-
ture, history or philosophy.
Things have changed in

India with the coming on
stream of the engineering
graduates from several elite
MIT type :n..ln-l-:rln! Insti
tutes set up In the | ., but
things are yet to change clse-
where in the sub-continent. In
Pakistan, power attracis, and
absolute power atiracts abso-

*lutely. Hence the clite students

join either the Army or the
Civil Service where power,
ofien brutal, bestows such
honour and prestige that noth-
ing else can -count. In
Bangladesh, on the other hand,
poetry in particular and litera
ture in general still holds the
fatal attraction. The profusion
of magarines and journals pub-
lished from Dhaka testifies to
the innate cravings ol poeth
E .

Not that the bright young
people should not join the
Army and the Civil Service or
the finer delights of poetry and
Hterature are harmful to the
nations but the prevailing pat
terns are reflective ol the
norms that are followed and
the values that are cherished
by the socicties; and, these arc
not conductve lo economic
growth or social modernisa
tlon.

Pacific Century

The 21st century has al
ready been termed as the
Pacific century. We have re
mained outside the rim of the
growth miracle so far. South
Asia holds the key to rename
the next ten decades as the

Asia pacific (and not Pacific
only) c::u . Our socictal
norms tl’l.ll'lt value
structure mfist be changed
very drastically — there are
simply no alternatives; bul
how?

Our entreprencurs are the
lead agents of economic
growth and they must through
conscious efforts be enabled to

emerge as the true elite of the
countries. The best brains
graduating from the colleges

being proposed here s much
more comprehensive so that
the most desirable and of
course preferable alternative is
crealed to counteract existing
preference for government
scrvice or lilerary engage
ments. In addition, the pn-
mary objective of intensifying
business growth and develop-
ment holds the key not only o
the future expectations of
around 120 crore
the sub-continent but finally to
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should be encouraged by what-
ever means required 1o join
the world of busincss. In our
counties we offer ne training
lo young entreprencurs bul
training for business develop-
ment should be the leading
point of entry for the best
among the aduating stu-
dents er direct assis-
tance should be provided to
establish business ventures,
technology transfer, manage-
ment support and even the
wherewithals like buildings
and machineries so that the
entire effort is geared to pro-
motion of economic growth,
and growth only. Such pro-
grammes in the past have been
thought In terms of seil-em-
ployment schemes but what is

bring about a lundamental

change of attitudes, of how we
work and live in the ancient
land mass between the
Himalayas and the ocean.

A whole new culture for
growth and development must
be brought on-stream as fast as
possible. | once spent a whole
day browsing at several book-
stores of Singapore. | did find
all the books in the field of
economics and business but

[afled to locate the collected
works of T S Ellot:

there were hardly any poetry
books. | also went 1o the Bot
Mela at Dhaka on the 21st of
February and found that it was

all iterature and nothing else.
At a leading bookstore of

Lahore the prominently dis-

population of

:-Eﬂ-: r-ul':he-hnh-l
the leading shop of Banghkok.

the vast majorfity of the Thai
publications relate 1o various

technologies (for exampie,
how to orchids or make
arti Mowers for

taught accountancy. One can
never find such books in
either atl Dhaka New
Mar or at College Sitreet,
Calcutta. The differences are
very sharp and obvious; in
south-east Asta the clear pref-
crence is private business and
technology acquisition or skill
development. but we iIn South
Asia have remained student
within the vaulted
of our colontal and past.

Teach-yourself Books

The SARC secretariat can
undertake a useful project to
acquire all such tt-c:ywml'
books on vartous skills and of
business management and
iranslate them iInto Hindi,
Urdu and Bangla. initially, the
sales should be subsidised but
bound to pick up In no time f
deliberate promotion of busi-
ness culture is considered by
the Governments to be of
foremost national ty.

Our attitude of counter-de-
velopment is reflected every-
where. The hard working non-
residents of Pakistan, India or
Bangladesh are often objects of
ridicule by the newspaper
reading elite sitting next on

e 3 .
business management :r:ll'
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Why Not Elitism, but of a Different Kind

the flight to destinations in the
middle -ecast. C
clectronic goods, toys and
!ll-l"l.l,, are ex-

:

The numerous small to
medium scale enireprencurs,
say hall a milllon of them in
Bangladesh, each on the aver-
age employing 50 persons
would create the newly indus-
trialising country that we are
all secking: and these en-
treprencurs must be the elite
of that industrialising society
of tomorrow — not the middle-
class paper-pushers of today
who must be left far behind —

sleeping at the post.

One Million Heroin Junkies Infest Pakistan

Javed A Malik writes from Islamabad

Pakistan is known to produce and export drugs,
mainly heroin. But with the number of heroin
addicts alone growing to more than one million,
people now realise it has become a country of users

RUG abuse is nothing

new  in Pakistan.

The problem has
worsened however during the
last decade or so. Currently the
number of drug addicts is es-
timated to be 2.3 million, out
of a total population of 122
million, Andp‘:t is continuously
increasing.

With poppy cultivation es-
timated to be on an area of
20,000 acres in 1991, the
opfum yield is expected to be
more than 160 tons this year
This opium will then be con-
verted to different grades of
heroin. "

Pakistan is known to pro-
duce and export drugs, mainly
heroin. But with the number of
heroin addicts alone growing
to more than one million, peo-
ple now realise that it has be-
come a country of drug users
as well.

Despite government's sin-
ccre desires and hard cfforts,
flicit drug abuse and traffick-
ing are not under control. The
reasons are many — it is diffi-

cult to reach poppy-growing

ARD-up Russia is not

letting go of its childr-

en so easily, and wants
it known that foreigners will
have to go to a porcessing
maze before they can adopt its
babies. Foreign adoptive
parents are also limited to
choosing among children that
are unlikely to taken in by
Russians themselves.

Tighter requirements for
forcigniers adopting Russian
children have been recently
introduced here to avoid alle-
gations of 'sale’ of babies as
were made in Romania last
year.

Romania came under inter-
national criticism in 1991
when Western media alleged
that there a ‘babies-for-cash’
industry was there.

Russian and Western
consular officers here are now
carefully scrutinising foreign
adoptions, which have in-
creased steadily with the
worsening economic situation
in Russia, the gradual accep-
tance of foreign adoptions here
and the end of the practice in
Romania.

Until late 1990, foreigners
were not allowed to adopt
Russian children. The law was
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arcas, there are no alternate
cash ¢ for farmers growing
poppy, lack of administrative
control and a civil war going
on in neighbouring Afghanistan
(with which the country has
virtually open borders and
which has become a haven for
drug producers).

in 1991 the Integrated
Drug Demand Reduction
Project was launched with the
financial support from the
United Nations International
Drug Control Programme
(UNDCP). It is being executed
through the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP). The project is on
schedule and is expected to be
completed by 1994 with a total
cost ol US$3.8 million

“The aim is to help provide
more information about the
treatment and rehabilitation of
drug addicts. Reduce the inci-
dence of people becoming
drug addicts and to change the
public attitude towards drug
trafficking, the attitude which
has become more tolerant re-
cently,” explains Ralph

changed mainly because of the

rising number of orphans and ~

abandoned babies, estimated at
500,000 to 700,000.

But foreigners can only
adopt children that Russinas
are unlikely to adopt: those
with physical or biclogical de-
fects, children of ts with
psychiatric or drug problems
or sexually transmitted dis-
eascs, and older and recially-
mixed children.

US couples account for ma-
rity of Russian children that
ve been adopted. In 1991,

the US embassy in Moscow is-
sued 35 visas — 16 in
December alone — for children
adopted by US families.

The trend continued in
January when 18 visas wee
issued, and 12 more last
month. The Swedish embassy
has also processed about 20
visas a has four in the
pipeline. Filteen cases arc now
pending at the Canadian
embassy, and six at the French
embassy.

The increasec interest Lrig-
gercd scepticism in the
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as well

Seccombe, Field Advisor of the
UNDCP.
These are obviously tall

aims in a where the Ht-
eracy rate is only 30 cent
and drug barons are tial.

The country lacks even basic
information facilities about
drugs. There are around 30
detloxification centres only and
even these are not adequately
staffed and equipped.

As a first step, pamphlets
about drug abuse, prevention,
treatment and rehabilftation
are being ﬂrcpnrtd. to be dis-
tributed through government
[acilities and non-government
organisations (NGOs).

In each of the four
provinces, coordinators have
been appointed to work as

conlact persons for the project
and k:;r lfaison with the
NGOs government offictals.
The programme is being im-
plemented in collaboration
with the Pakistan Narcotics
Control Board (PNCB).

An important component of
the project is the training of
teachers, who can then be
used to increase the awarencss
of drug issues among the
youth, the group most suscep-
tible to drug abuse.

For one, (it involves
Pakistan's only distance educa-
tion university, the Allama
Igbal Opén University. It will

formulate a course on drug
abuse and prevention for stu
dent teachers.

Mother Russia relaxes its laws on foreign
adoptions but sets up a difficult adoption
process. Yet foreign would-be parents are
lining up. Judi Buehrer reports from

Moscow.

Russian press that foreigncrs
were buying Russian children.
Others in the media fanned
the controversy with criticism
of the Russian government for
offering only 'defective’ chil-
dren to foreigners.

Diplomals say they know of
no cases involving transactions
of cash for kids. The Russian
paper Knosomolskaya Pravda
recently reported [foreign
adoption agencics charging up
to US $20,000.

But consular officers say
agency fees are justifiable
charges for medical tests, legal
fees and transport costs for
agents who identify and match
adoptable children. Parents
often spend up to USS5,000
more in travel costs when they
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pick up the children.

There are other measures
aimed at controlling adoptions:
they must be arranged by for-
eign agencies — not through
individuals, as in Romania —
and must be coordinated by
the Moscow Adoption Centre
that was set up by the Ministry
of Education last September.

Adoptive families are re-
quired to work with agencies
that have representatives to
identify adoptable children,

help negotiate with local offi--

eials, interpret and prepare
translations.

Also, adoptions must be ap-
proved by the adopting coun-

try's immigration agency, and
the child must pass immigra-

%

Curriculum is also being de-
veloped for a drugs-related
course for student teachers In
government's schools. A na-
tional workshop Is also being
established to specially cater
lor women groups and to deal
with family issues related to
drug abuse.

Regional Training
Workshops will be organised in
four provinces which will em-

hasise on the treatment of
eroin addicts particularly.
They will train “helpers”™ in
treatment, rechabilitation,
assessment, relapse preven-
tion and aller-care of addicts.

The helpers will be medical
prolessionals, soctal workers
and others such as the staffl of
NGOs. The materials for these
workshops are ready and their
schedule Is being finalised.

"We want to associate NGOs
in this project as much as pos-
sible, but the problem is that
we do not have enough of them
in the country, which can be
trusted. There are only 10 to

Moscow's Baby Obstacle Course

tion health irements. On
the Russian side approvals are
necded from the local orphan-
age director all the way
through the Foreign Ministry.

A French consular official
sald some corruption had been
evident last year "but things
arc getting better organised
now' .

Until the new system
began, Fench [amilies adopted
children of Russian emigrants
to France. The official said
moncy did exchange hands in
some cases, but no onc dis-
closed amounts. “l ltke the
new system,” he said. "It will
be more diflicult but better”.

But the centre has also been
hit for asking for "assistance or
compensation” and slowing the
foreign adoption process. 7l
understand they face difficult
situations but aid and adop-
tions must remain completely
scparate,” a French diplomat
said. '

Lubov Selyavina, director of
the Moscow Adoption Centre,
admitted receiving giflts such
as a fax machine and a com-

15 of them which are working
in the ficld of drug abuse, out
of the hundreds formed and
got registered by different
people for their own personal
aims and objectives,”™ says

Wayne F. Bazant, the Chief
Technical Adviser of the pro-

ject.

Two-men teams will be
tratned to provide drug abuse-
related services. If successful,
their number (now 11 teams)
may be increased and used for
training other people.

Their primary objective will
be to provide basic inforrnation
on how to treat addicts and to
identify and refer them to re-
habilitation centres. They will
also provide support and alter-
care services. These teams *will
help communities organise
special groups — such as par-
ents of addicts, former addicts
themselves and community

leaders — to discuss drug-re-
lated problems and to
solutions for them.

— Depthnews Asia

puler from foreign adoptive
families, but stressed Lhey
were lokens ol appreciation
and not the result of solicita-
tion.

"We work ve
and very poor,” she said. "Our
salaries are less than 600
rubles, and we dan't have
modern equipment.” She said
all cash donations are passed
on to orphanages to help meet
the children's needs.

The centre, funded solely
by the government, now has
data based on 200 children
and prospective parents here
and abroad.

Selyavina said most of the
children identified as adopt-
able do not meet the require-
ments for foreign adoption.
The ones who do, she said, are
"not severely ill,” with defor-
mities ranging [rom clelt
palates to missing limbs.

hard here

The adoptive parents say
such defects are minor, and
bear no stigma in the West as
they do ih Russia. And as one
parent said: "We have the
wherewithal. to help this child,
whereas if a Russian could or
would adopt her, they could
afford to help her.”
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Need for English

Sir, With the help of other
Australian surgeons and
Bengall colleagues we are
establishing a training pro-
gramme in Dhaka in our surgi-
cal speciality.

A serious complication to
teaching is the poor auditory
English comprehension appar-
ent both in stall and students.
While a question can be put,
sometimes with difficulty, very
little of the reply is under-
stood. This problem would be
accentuated if foreign teachers
had more accentual varfation
than our own.

The lack of English com:
municative skills in the ter-
tiary campus is exacerbated by
the geographic isolation of
Bangladesh and not helped by
having one TV station predom-
inantly in Bengall; by contrast
Calcutta has 'BBC Asia’' station

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

which

additionally
English language lessons.

gives

Some thirty years ago

English was officially desig-
nated as the international lan-
guage for science, medicine
and dentistry etc. In the past
ten years spoken English has
become universal in all teach-
ing exchanges. Indeed the
beautiful Bengali language
should be cherished and given
every priority in respect to
reservation and development,
owever it should have little
privilege in the educational
arena especially at tertiary
level.

| would suggest that at a
tertiary level :{::ngluh teach -
ing medium mandatory;
that is in lecture theatres, tu-
torials and even in private con-
versation while on campus.
Some stafl are the worst of-
fenders and appear happy lo
perpetuate lmﬁ of change for

an casicr life style. [Privale
English classes should be con-
sidered where required but
most gain is achicved by con
tinual use.

To ignore this changing
world pattern is to downgrade
Bangladesh and the Bengali
pcople — probably the very
thing the staunch ‘nationalist’
would not want.

Dr Barry Fitzpatrick, Principal
Coordinator
Oral and Mauxillofacial Surgery

Training Programme in Dhaka.
Postal service

Sir, | would like to extend
my profound thanks to the
h Post Office for re-
sponding to my letter contain-
ing some questions and sug-
gestions pertaining to owur
stal service which was pub-
Ehcd in your column recently.
Perhaps if all the government
departments could respond to
our letters in the manner the
Postal Department did, we
would have the unity to
solve many of the problems
prevailing in our various ser-
vice sectors.

Meanwhile, the Area Postal
Inspector and other postal
employees who came to my
residence, talked about vartous

limitations of Lhe postal ser-
vice. For instance, the number
of postal employees, postmen
in particular, i{s not propor-
tionate to the population and
the number of the increasing
localities. Moreover, the pro-
vision of ‘reserved postmen’
was being withdrawn a few
years back. A single postman
has to cover a large arca and
when he becomes sick none is
there to perform duty in his
place. When a postman goes on
leave, the authority deputes
some inexperienced postal
employee to perform the
former's duties. In this system,
irregularities in the mail deliv-
ery oflen arise.

About the delayed deltvery
of telephone bills, they said
that the T&T despatches all
the bills in a lot {:‘v fifty thou-
sand) at a time and only a few
days before the due date of
payment (normally 7th of each
month). And it becomes im-
possible on the part of the
postal luthm'l? to deliver all
the bills In due time. One
would not find any seal of the
posting IPO“ office on the en-
velope of the telephone bill but
there is always a seal of the de-
ltve t office. As a result,
thtﬂ:ghi:'lbcr: often blame

=== - ==

sends

the delivering post office for
late delivery of the bill. It is

said that the T&T authoritly
the bill to RMS.

Perhaps, the T&T could

despatch their ready bills in

small lot (say one thousand)

every day after 15th of each

month.
Due to the shortage of

tmen, the postman on duty
as’' to work for even twelve
hours a day. But there is no
provision of drawing over-time.

There are the physical prob-

lems of the postal service.

There are no adequate number

of franking machines, weigh-
ing machines, etc in the post
offices. In some cases, the
condition of the post-office
building is too dilapidated. For
instance, the building of the
Mohammadpur Housing Estate
Post Office needs immediate
renovation.
We sincerely hope that the
relevant authority will take ap-
riate measures to redress
the difficulties of our postal
service and thereby increase
its credibility and eflective-

ness.
M Zahidul Haque

Assistant H‘!iflllﬂf.
Banglades Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka.
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Violence in the USA

Sir, Power corrupts. Since
the USA has apparently up-
graded hersell from a 'super

r' to the 'supreme power
status following the collapse of
the former USSR, it appcars
that the American train has
gone off the track. The Middle
East Peace Conference is not
making any headway. White
House is pleading for world-
wide destruction ol nuclear
weapons but very recently the
United States has conducted
her second underground nu-
clear test of 1992

The violence that broke out
from Los Angeles and spread
across USA is nothing but the
result of the double standard
policy of some American lead-
ers.

People all over the world
look towards White House for
equality, peace, [reedom and
justice. We would request the
present and the future leader-
ship of the USA to kindly

practise what they preach for
the world.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- ] 203.



