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Emergency lifted in Tajikistan
Nabiyev agrees to

MOSCOW, May 7 Trm
President Rakhman biyev

Dushanbe.
Membership in the new
mment had not yet been
termined, Interfax said.
Commonwealth television
reported that government op:

ponents fired gunshots into
the air when the agreement
was announced.

and his supporters fled the
capital Dushanbe today,
the city under the control o
the Muslim and liberal opposi-
tion, said

"T'heyl.llrinmy'hnll'ln

form coalition

hour ago,” said Obido Saifullah,
a collective farm worker stand

ing with a rifle in front of the
abandoned and looted parlia

ment building,
Muslim groups are secking

ter religious and political
z:;gm;:n Tajikistan, a for
mer republic bordering

China and Afghanistan,
Nabtyev, a former communist,
has resisted, and the two sides
have been locked in a power
for months, says AP

Fighting between govern-
ment troops and the opposi
tion flared again in Dushanbe
this week, after ousted parhia
mentary chairman Safarali
Kenzhayev was reinstated. His
appointment as security chiel
had enraged the opposition.

The opposition seized con-
trol of the Tajtk Supreme
Soviet and republic's radio sta-
tion at midday Thursday,
Commonwealth TV reported.
They seized Nabiyev's presi-
dential palace and the TV cen-
ter on Tuesday.

News reports said at least
14 people died this weck, al-
though they quoted opposition
groups as saying the figure
could be as high as 40 to 60
people.

CHT incident

From Page | Col 8

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
region.

Lord Ennals, a former ju-
nior minister in the British
Foreign Oflice, arrived in
Dhaka on a week-
long visit and was talking to
reporters at the Jattya Press
Club in the afternoon.

The Lord, a member of the
Upper House of the British
Parliament, said that there
were ‘great discrepancies in
facts' on the April 10 CHT in-
cident.

He said that he had heard
about a death toll of upto '1200
people’ while the Bangladesh
Government had given a figure
of 13 dead — 12 tribals and
one non-tribal.

The Government should not
hide facts for its own interests;
Lord Ennals insisted.

Meanwhile, Western diplo-
matic sources in Dhaka say
that some of the Western
countries have enquired about
the incident and called upon
the Covernment to ‘let the
world know the facts’ on the

ns.

At the Aid Club meeting in
Paris last month, representa-
tives from countries inchuding
the EC, Switzerland, Sweden,
Norway, Belgium, Netherlands
raised the issue and called for
inves :
Flnnrm:w:ﬁnlltcr M Saifur
Rahman, the leader of the
Bangladesh delegation, how-
ever, dented the allegations.

Replying to question on
Myanmar refugees who have
crossed into Bangladesh to flee
persecution, he observed that
the refugees should not be
repatriated against their will
and added the UN and UNHCR
should oversee ‘what guarantee
and security’ the Myanmar au-
thorities would ensure.

Lord Ennals is accompanied
by General Secretary of the
Campaign for Disaster
Prevention in Bangladesh
(CDPB) Ayub Karam All and will
be visiting the Rohingya
refugee camps in Cox's Bazar

and Bandarban districts, the
stranded Pakistanis and also
intends to go to the CHT.

After his ‘fact-finding mis-
sion on behall of a number of
UK NGOs Interested in
refugees’, he will report back
to those organisations as well
as the British Refugee
Committee.

On the CHT issue, he will
be working for the Amnesty
International and other organi-
sations.

He on behalfl of COPB, will
also assess the disaster man-

t acttvities of the gov-
ernment and examine current
status of the World Bank Flood

Action Plan. '
Afghan people’s
court to try

ex-CP rulers

KABUL, May 7: Officials of
the ousted Communist gov-
ernment face trial by a court
established to bring “Traitors
and invaders” to , & NEW

tions seemed to be holding
Thursday reports AP,

During his stay, he will be
meeting the Speaker, the
Foreign Minister, the State
Minister for Relief, senior offi-
cials of the Foreign, Home and
Relief ministries, the GOC of
Chittagong Area, UNHCR offi-
clals, and some political and
NGO leaders.

UNB adds : Regarding the
WB-coordinated Flood Action
Plan, Lord Ennals said it had
earned criticism at home and
abroad as local experts were
barred from participating in
the study of the pmgmt,

"Participation of local ex-
cm in the plan Is essential,”

said.

On FAP, Karam Ali said WB
experts are promoted by
donors, but local experts also
have similar expertise. There
should be eflective consulta-
tion for a permanent solution
to the flooding problem.

"We'll ask the government
for providing us information on
the amount of donation re-

ceived and distributed after
the April cyclone . . . this is a
democratic demand . We

have enough information on
how much had been raised and
what amount the Overscas
Development Assistance (ODA)
had contributed,” he said.

“This is of immense impor-
tance to the Bangladeshis liv-
ing in UK who had contributed
following the appeal for help-
ing the cyclone victims.

CDPB, a London-based
"pressure group” formed last
year after the April 29 cyclone,
will also sponsor an interna-
tional conference on perma-
nent solution to flooding in
Bangladesh in September.

The conference venue will
be somewhere in the EEC ci-
ties.

CDPB also plans to lobby at
the Aid Consortium mecting in
Paris early 1993.

Trade unions'
ultimatum

o gOVt
By Staff Correspondent

Workers and employces of
the unions of state-run, au-
tonomous organisations’, in-
dustrial and financial Invest-
ment institutions on Thursday
set May 21 as the ultimatum to
the government to accept
their five-point demand,
otherwise they would go for

strike.
"A 48-hour token strike

would be announced on May
22 if the wholesale privatisa-
tion policy and the decision of
mass termination are nol
abandon,” a union leader said
at a meeting at the District
Sports Association.

Other demands of the union
include annulment of the
Industrial Relations (Amen-
dment) Ordinance, ‘89 and
withdrawal of ‘curtailment
policy’ in the Bangladesh Rail-
way, BADC, BJMC, and BTMC.

Presided over by Khandoker
Azizur Rahman, the meeting
was addressed, among others,
by Abdus Salam Khan, Shah
Atiul Islam,Yakub Ali Bhutyan
and Nurul Anwar.
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Students brought out a procession in city yesterday demanding reopening of Rajshahi

University.

— Star photo

American-style private
university planned

“This will be a small
American university 1In
Bangladesh. Teachers will be
appointed from abroad mainly
from the United States and we
will have collaboration with a
number of American unfversi-
ties,” Chairman (vice-chancel-
lor) of the country's first pro-
posed private university said
Thursday in an interview.

Talking to The Daily Star in
his New DOHS residence
Muslehuddin Ahmad said that
the university would begin
admissions from January f{f
Parlitament approved the
charter of the university in the
upcoming budget session. The
charter would be considered
the ordinance of the untversity.

The university is named
North South Untversity (NSU)
and primarily being housed in
a scven-storey bulilding at
Kamal Ataturk Avenue in
Banani, Ahmad, a former am-
bassador said adding that the
campus would be shifted later
lo some convenient place.

The NSU would start with
three subjects in three facul-
ties (schools) with 40 students
in each subject.

The subjects are eco-
nomics, business administra-
tion and computer science and
the faculties are the school of
arts and social science, the
business school and the school
of applied science

"As we will follow the
American systemn the Honours
course (majoring in a subject)
will be for four years instead of
country's three years and the
Masters will be completed in
two ycars instead of one year,”
Ahmad said adding that "there
will be two semesters —
January to May and September
to December.”

By Asiuzzaman

Ahmad who was also a
teacher of Dhaka Universi
sald that the NSU has
had contracts with the
University of Illinois,
University of Pennsylvania,
George Washington University,
and the University of Kansas of
the United States and was go-
ing to sign agreements on
mutual interests and exchange
programmes.

“The agreements will be
like this; those American uni-
versity will supervise, monitor
and recognise our degrees”
the NSU Chairman said and
added that "If a student com-
pletes one part of his us
in the NSU, he will be ac-
cepted by those American uni-
versities if the situation arises.”

Replying to a question
whether the university was
only for the rich, Ahmad said
"No, a number of poor but
meritorius students will be
given scholarships and
interest-free loans subject to
be paid after employment.”

"Considering the standard
of the university the tuition
fees will nlturnrly be higher
than those in other universi-
ties of the country,” he said
without elaborating.

The NSU will be an inde-
pendent degree awarding uni-
versity and not under any uni-
versity of the country. [t may
be under the University Grants
Commission [UGC) but the
NSU management proposed to
the rmment 1o set up an
independent ‘accreditation
council’ to look after the pri-
vate universities.

Recalling the past Ahmad
said that he first had the idea
of a university of the type in
late 1988 which he discussed
with his friends and acquain-

tances.

The first meeting was held
on the matter January 19,
1989 which was atlended by
only eight eager sponsors from
different circles.

At the second mecting. a
few after the first, they
for the foundation for
promotion of education and
research and started negotiat-
ing with the ment.

On March 5, 1992 they
formed the Board of Govefnors
with former President,
Federation of Chambers and
Commerce [ftekharul Alam as
Chairman and Muslchuddin
Ahmad as co-chairman. The
body now has 28 members and
remains open to coop! more
members.

Besides the governing body,
a 30-member executive com-
mittee headed by former
chairman of NBR will run the
university.

The cabinet approved sel
ting up of a private university
in the country on March 25.

The government asked the
NSU authorities to show a fund
of Taka one crore before
starting the session and they
are now collecting the money
from the sponsors.

Ahmad said that a university
like the NSU would help stop
the brain-drain from a “poor

but zm-pccuvt‘ country like

About student politics. he
said that the syllabus and uni-
versity discipline would not
permit the students time to do
politics. He did not elaborate.
Meanwhile, a reliable source
said that atleast cight applica-
tions for setting up of private
university were pending with
the government for decision.
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Tens of thousands demonstrate in Bangkok yesterday against military—backed Prime
Minister Suchinda Kraprayoon despite repeated warnings by the Thai army Supreme

Command. (Story on Page 5)

— AFP photo
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Ishtiak demands
withdrawal of

case against
trial body

By Staff Correspondent

Barrister Syed Ishtiak
Ahmed Thursday demanded
withdrawal of case against the
24 public trial personalities
and urged the people to unite
against the politics of Jamaat-
Shibir.

He was addressing as the
chief guest the inauguration of
a '‘public stage' in the Central
Shaheed Minar premises or-
ganised by the Sammilita

ritic Jote.

He said the public trial per-
sonalities fought for the coun-
try and democracy but were
being repressed by the gov-
ernment

The function presided over
by Fayez Ahmed was also par-
ticipated by Poet Shamsur
Rahman as special guest.

HC orders return
of Humayun
Rasheed's passport

Division Bench of the High
Court Division of the Supreme
Court Thursday ordered the
return of the passports of
former Foreign Minister
Humayun Rasheed Chowhdury
and his wife Mahjabeen
Chowdhury, reports .

The bench comprising
Justice MA Jalil and Justice
Kazi Ebadul Huq passed the
order directing to return the
passports to the petitioners if
not already returned.

Appearing on behalf of the
government, Deputy Attorney
General AFM Hasan Arifl in-
formed the court that the gov-
ernment has already decided

to return the and di-
rection in s respect has
been given.

Advocate Mohammad Nurul
Huda appeared for the peti-
tioners.

Tareq protests

Hasina's comment

Tareq Rahman, the eldest
son of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, strongly protested
Sheikh Hasina's “frresponsible”
comment on the Zia family,
reports UNB.

The allegation brought by
the Awami League chief in her
public speech on Wednesday
that the Zia OWns crores
of taka is "totally false, fabri-
cated and baseless”, Tareq said
in a statement Thursday.

He expressed surprise at
Hasina's remarks about ofl
tanker and see vessel. "l am
not at all involved in such
business, nor any other else
associated with me,” he said
and called upon Hasina to

preparation
afoot

The Election Commission
has decided to prepare the
voters’ list afresh throughout
the country, accordi to &
press release of Election
Commission here yesterday,
reports BSS.

The decision was Laken at
an emergency meeting of high
offictals of the Commission
Secretariat with Chiefl Election
Commissioner Justice
Mohammad Abdur Roufl in the
chair .

THe meeting reviewed dif-
ferent aspects of the existing
voters' list.

The commission will pre-
pare new voters' list of poura
areas in the first phase and
prepare the voters' list of rural
areas In thq second phase

All concerned have been di-
rected to accelerate the pre.
liminary preparation aimed at
starting the work for prepar-
ing the voters list.

ine Election Commission
expressed the hope that
reparation of correct voters
ﬁll is possible with the united
efforts of the people of all
walks of life.
The Commission was de-
termined to prepare a correct
voters’ list at any cost

My main task 1s
to strengthen
ties with India :

Farooq Sobhan
Bangladesh High Commi-

ssioner designate to India
Fa Sobhan sald here
yes that his main task
would be to further strengthen
relations between the two
neighbouring countries, re-
ports UNB.

“| will do my best 1o boister
the Dhaka-Delhi ties on the
basis of mutual understanding
and sovereign equality”, said
Sobhan, who i1s due 1o leave
here for New Delhi on May 13
to take up his new assignment

"I am going to hecad the
country's mission in the Indian
capital at a time when there is
an ample scope for placing the
bilateral relation at its best
form”, he added.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's planned visit to
India is likely to take place
after he joins the Bangladesh
mission in New Delhi.

Sobhan, who joined the
diplomatic service in 1964,
held several important posts at
home and abroad and attended
a number of intermational con-
ferences.

Before joining the Ministry
as Additional Foreign Secretary
Sobhan had been the country's
Ambassador to China.

Asia Watch

From 1w | Col
ridding the country of ethnic
Rohingyas by any possible
means. ™

It said the persecution ol
the Muslim minority surpassed
even that of the Karen
in the eastern part of the
country, which sparked off an
exodus of refugees into
Thailand.

“The sheer scale of the hu-
man disaster resulting from
the Muslim persecution, with
hundreds of thousands fleeing
to one of the poorest countries
in the world (Bangladesh), has
no parallel elsewhere In

," the report said.

The Rohingyas crowded in
13 refugee camps in
Bangladesh, administcred by
the under-funded UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the report said.

Unless the UNHCR recetves
27 million dollars from donor
countries — it had recetved
only eight million dollars as of
mid-April — Bangladesh may
be tempted to force the
refugees to return to their
homes through a policy of star-
vation, Asia Watch :

In 1978, some 10,000 -
ple of Myanmar ntlrveﬁn
death in Bangladeshi camps
before all the refugees decided
to return home.

The group urged Bangla-
desh not to repatriate any
refugee against his or her will
until safeguards were in place
for international monitoring of
their safety and well-being.

Asia Watch urged the
United States and Japan to
spearhead an international
strategy to improve the human
rights situation throughout
Myanmar by curtailing military
aid, trade and Investment
benefitting the military junta.

For such a strategy to be ef-
fective, the report said, ft
"must involve those key Asian
countries which rovide
Myanmar with the bulk of its
economic and military sup-
port,” chiefly China, Thailand,
Singapore and Japan.

The United States should
promote an international arms
embargo against nmar un-
der the auspices of the United
Nations and encourage the
Association of South East Asian
Nations to su such an
embargo at its foreign minis-
ters’ meeting scheduled to be

the Zia family have the right 10| held on July 22-27 in Manila,
uun

business?”

Asia Watch said.

B e e —
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The Midnight File

6 new states join WHO
GENEVA. May 7: Six newly-independent

the World Health

siates have
Organisation. mmmRﬁﬁn
176, a spokeswoman for the Unfied Nations agency to-

day. reports Reuter.

Yangon frees 8 detainees

BANGKOK, May 7 The Myanmar mili
other cight political prisoners today, the

junta rejcase an-
radic Yangon

said in a broadcast monitored here. The sight. two women
and six men, were released from the iInfamous Insein prison

in the capital and Taungoo jail in central Myanmar radio said,

reports AFP

10 Tigers killed in battles

COLOMBO, May 7. Security forces shot dead at least ten
_ and lost three of their own men in Berce bat-

Tamil

tles that erupted
here

am

today in Shri Lanka's war-torn east, officials
said. The clashes broke out when government

and killed three guerillas from the Liberation
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in coastal Batticaloa district,

troops

military spokesman Colonel Sarath Munasinghe said, reports
AFP.
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Hasina that the BNP had spent
Taka 300 crore in the last par-
Hament elections and said:
"Such an allegation is not only
false but also insulting for the
entire nation.”

Barrister Salam Talukdar
said: "The patriotic e ex-
ercised their f(ranchise
analysing the past deeds of all
political and iciously
voted in E:f:ur theh:NF."

Barrister Salam Talukdar
said: "It is better known to the
Awami League chief that it is
not possible to enjoy peopile's
verdict by spending money,
because it is not a fact that it
had not tried to adopt such
means during last 16 years.”

He said Awami League
and its leaders had turned
somersaults time and again be-
traying the blood of innumer-
able martyrs during the last 9
years of anti—autocracy move-
ment. It had welcomed the
Martial Law imposed by Ershad
who grabbed power by ousting
pnpuﬂl"ly elected Sattar Sahtb
al gun potnt.

The BNP Secretary General
salid they had shared power
and resources through differ-
ent means. The 19868 election
was an evidence of this. The
Zurain speech does not befit
them, he said.

Barrister Salam Talukdar
said he expected concerted ef-
forts, responsible statements
and behaviour from all con-
cerned 1o make the best use
of the opportunity to establish
and protect the rights and ful-
fil the basic needs of the peo-

Tagore's birthday

From Page | Col B
long programme in the after-
noon, with State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prol. Jahanara
Begum presiding over the
opening ceremony.

The Prime Minister's
itinerary on the day will in-
clude a visit to the Rabindra
Kachari Bari, a photo exhibi-
tion and a book fair,

Meanwhile, Bangla Academy
has arranged a seminar on
‘modernism and topicality in
Tagore literature' at the
academy's seminar room at 5

m.

: Prof Syed Manjurul Islam
will present the key-note pa-
per on the topic while Santosh
Gupta, Abul Kashem Fazlul
Haque and Dr Akter Kamal will
take part in the discussion. Dr
Mohammad Moniruzzaman will
preside.

Nazrul Academy will hold a
cultural function in (its
premises at 6 pm.

Shishu Academy's cultural
programme on this occasion
will take place at 5 pm.

Rabindra Charcha Kendra
will screen documentaries by
Satyajit Ray based on Tagore's
writing at 6 pm.

Rohingy
From Page 1 Col 4

The accord on the modali-
ties stipulates that both sides
will designate officials who will
have mandate of their respec-
tive governments to resolve
any problegn that may arise in
the repatriation process
through mutual discussions.”

Yesterday's accord says that
Bangladesh will open 10 tran-
sit camps for the exit of the
refugees and Myanmar will set
up five reception centres
'corresponding to Bangladesh
transit camps' to receive the

refu :

’lﬁ“mrd also envisages
that a total of 5000 refugees
will be repatriated every alter-
nate day — 500 [rom each
camp.

In another development,
Bangladesh and the UNHCR
are set to sign an agreement
providing for the latter's in-
volvement and assistance in
the tion.

Tlr;mmrd. which has al-
ready been drafted, will be
- by the Reliel Ministry
and the UNHCR in a few days.

On the h side, the
Ministries of Relief and Home
and the local administrations
of bordering districts will
handle the repatriation.

According to concerned
sources, the refugees will
travel home by ship.

'Hasina knows better

legally or fllegally.

He said a section of news-
papers in the country pub-
lished a story on the basis of a
report appearing in the lssue
of the Indian on April
28 to the effect the "RAW"
3:“ four crore rupees to a

feated party. That newspa-
per also published the source
through which the amount was
gven. But it did not mention
to whom er to which party the

amount was given. A report
was published on the speech of

B-:gu m_r:k- huge
public ng at u

on May 6 under the Jmﬂ
‘those undertake tour abroad
frequently and take

Srot hiegad cam met By frlasdl
of the peoplc”, he added.

He said it was quite evident
that Sheitkh Hasina made an
imaginary, (alse and
malicious speech Wednesday
picking up the thread of
Begum Zia's But while
referring to the f t tour
abroad, taking funds from the
RAW no name of party or
leader was mentioned any-
where. Still why the Awami
League chiefl became very furl-
ous on this issuc was a point
Lo F.I(H‘l.'.ll:!’+

What can we do if the peo-
ple of the country referred to
Awami League or Sheikh
lasina for any conduct and be-
haviour of any party or its lead-
ers? he asked.

BCI

From Page 1 Col 7
those houses.

Gulshan police went to the
houses of Kazi Ashral Uddin
and Tahera Akhtar. The police
drive was still on till the writ-
ing of this report. Gulshan po-
lice also went to the house o
Fakrul Islam Munshi, the pro-
prietor of AP i and
owner of a travel agency. The
police found that he had left
the house a month back.

The same day, the court
ordered the search and seizure
of all liquid assets, records and
documents of all branches of
BCIL.

The move came as the in-
spection team of esh
Bank refused to visit the BCI
branches due to security rea-
BOMS.

The order was given on the
basis of a petition filed with
the Chief Metropolitan Magi-
strate (CMM), Dhaka by
General Manager of the
Banking Control nt of
the central bank, Sultan
Ahmed Mollah.

The petition said that BCI
authority was trying to destroy
the original records of the
company lying with its head
office and other branches. It
was also alleged in the petition
that the accuséd directors of
the company were trying to
remove the movable assests of
the company.

On the other hand, the BCI
authority submitted application

to the Inspection Department
of the bank the same day, urg-

ing them to visit fts offices.

Passengers

From Page 1 Col 7
racket may be at work to deny

-

bona fide passengers with
confirmed tickets ir right
to embark.

"We have information that
once these seats are made va-
cant in this illegal manner,
they are then filled up with

passengers kept on the waiting
list, with these stand-by pas-

g



