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Triger Happy?

by the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) has
death of three persons in Mahasthan-
market), 10 kilometers from the
tern town of Bogra. According to
BDR went to the market and laid
t 150 cattiehead, confiscating them
that they were sm across
from India. The seizure to con-
the cattle traders. Later the traders
ed throwing brickbats at the BDR personnel
who responded by restoring to rifle firing. Three
people according to the BDR, but 6 according to
eye-witness reports, were killed as a result.

The incident gives rise to two sets of ques-
tions. The first concerns the conduct of our law
enforcing body and the use of fire arms to con-
traol unruly crowd. According to reports about 20
rounds of bullets were fired that killed either
three ( confirmed ) or six (claimed) and injured
20 others. It is obvious that the BDR men were
in no mood to ‘waste’ their precious bullets and
were shooting to kill. There is no evidence that
the BDR men tried to give any wamning to the
crowd about the possibility that they would open
fire. Normally police, when they decide to use
fire arms to control a mob, first fire into the air.
If that does not work, then they fire into the
ground just in front of the crowd, and after that
they shoot at the lower imbs so that death is
prevented. The BDR men appear to have followed
no such norm and started off with a shot-to-kill
formula.

The second set ol questions concern the facts
behind the incident. It is curious that instead of
catching the smuggler at the border, or near
about, the BDR men should invade Mahasthangarh
market which is quite someways from the bor-
der. It is common knowledge that a large number
of cattlehead come into Bangladesh everyday.This
is not to accept illegal trade but to face the fact
that when there is demand, the goods will flow
from wherever it can. Therefore to stop the
illegal trading in cattlehead we will have to
increase our own output of cattle. That is a long-
term process. Meanwhile the government may
take up anti-smuggling measures which will stop
the flow at the border.

Riding into a regular market, disrupting nor-
mal business, and then shooting people down
when the situation goes out of control, {s no way
of controlling smuggling. An incident that results
into the killing of three persons and injury of
another 20 is not one that should swept under
the carpet. A full-fledged inquiry into the matter
should be conducted by some independent body
and punitive measures takenagainstthe guilty
will help to restore public confidence in our law
enforcement bodies.

Taking Tagore Seriously

Today is a special day for the Bengali-speaking
peoples of the world. This day, a hundred and
thirtyone years ago. Rabindranath Tagore was
borm to a family whose contribution to the shap-
ing of modern Bengali culture is both stupendous
and all-pervastive. Celebrating Tagore's birthday.

or the Rabindra-Jayanti, on the public level has
become an important institution of the Bengali

way of life. The state of Bangladesh, however,
caught up with the Jayanti rather late. Today the
government will lead nation into paying homage
to Tagore for only the second year running.
Although it is always better late than never, it is
sad that the state founded to realise the aspira-
tions of Bengalees as a people, taking so much
time to recognise one who shaped those aspira-
tions and made Bengaliness an identifiably differ-
ent state of being— made it worth to be a Bengali
and through that the universal man.

One can, in the same vein, grieve about our
having nothing in the city named not an avenue,
not an auditorium, not even a university chair. It
is clear that, in spite of the official celebration of
Rabindra Jayanti, a resistance runs deep in the
establishment. University education, for one
thing, could have been something better. Even
there you get so many chairs and not one after
Rabindranath.

One sure way of negating any Savant's teach-
ings or the influences emanating from his life's
examples is to canonize him. The Jayanties and
chairs and such other things do have a tendency
to do exactly that. The people of Bangladesh have
already put Tagore to far better use than that.
Tagore himself would be proud to see a people—
one hundred million of them—rise and resist
colonialist machinations and fight that success-
fully away guided by his songs and teachings.

Although his music is finding ever new admir-
ers, in the post-independence period Bangladesh
— both the nation at large and its state leaders
and leading politicilans—has moved away from
truly caring about the social and political tea-
chings of one of the greatest mind ever born to
Bengal. He strove to become his own ideal uni-
versal man all his life but this he did through
loving and knowing his own people and his milieu
the most. We have failed to take him seriously as a
great thinker on politics and education, sociol-
ogy and anthropology, literature and the arts. The
politicians are keeping oflf Tagore or for that mat-
ter any kind of serious studies to the peril of not
only themselves, but of the whole nation and its
destiny. We would indeed be happy if our acade-
mics put up a better performance in this respect.
It was the writers’' and the academics' duty to
make the people aware of Rabindranath's uncom-
promising positions on social inequality, econo-
mic exploitation, poverty etc. It was for them
to explode the myth of his leading a princely life.

Tagore's deepest longing coming out of his late
years was to the eflfect that 'Let this be my last

true identity that | belonged to you'—remains yet
to be fulfilled through the uncaring indifference
to him by that "you" —the people who cannot in a
thousand years repay his debt. They can only
increase if. And In there lies the surest way to
t accepting him as one of our fold, as one
of the underdogs fighting on the side of life and
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| F or the Attention of the Finance Minister

Some

N ., the

months of May and

June are never com-
fortable for the Finanece
Minister or his . These
are the months when final
asscssmentis are made In
respect of financial and fiscal
policies embodied in the
national budget to determine
whether these have fared well
or badly. These are also the
months when, at least In
theory, midnight are
burnt te balance the ks,
prepare convincing papers and

memoranda for donors,
identify areas to new
taxes to make up budget
shortfalls, provide cosmetic
touches to make the budget
appear pro-people and final
prepare the budget speec
which is usually long on
rhetorics and short on
substance. This is the set tra-
ditton which has been going on
without break since indepen-
dence.

M Saifur Rahman, our pre-
sent Finance Minister, i1s an
old and experienced hand in
the art of preparing and
mnnﬁn; national budgets.
Since he is more a professional
* than a politician, his approach
to the concept of public fi-
nance and management
smacks of professionalism.

There can be no doubt that his
knowledge, perception, devo-
tion to duty and dogged
determination are second to
none. He is in full command of
the knowledge he needs to
perform his job. One may not
agree with him or for that mat-
ter, dislike him but
the fact remains that he is to-
tally honest in what he says

belteves. A lot of people do
not like the way he airs his
views publicly on highly sensi-
tive and politically explosive
subjects without caring to use
sugarcoating or political 0-
nesse but he drives his mes-
sage loud and clear regardless
of backlash or discomfort it
creates.

Al this time ol the year, it is
also customary for the National
Board of Revenue, in its capac-
ity as the department respon-
sible for internal resource mo-
bilisation to seek the views of
industry, trade and profes-
sional bodies as to what should
be included in the forthcoming
national budget to [urther
promote and develop the In-

HE world may now be
watching the beginnings
of the real civil war in
Afghanistan. The capital has
fallen to the forces of Ahmad

the Jamiat Islami (Islamic
Society) party, in cooperation
with defecting militia from the
old regime.

The guerillas of Masood's bit-
ter rival, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,
leader of the Hezbe Islami party
that was driven out of Kabul
after bloody clashes, are un-
likely to forget their humilia-
tion.

They can be expected to fall
back to the interior of the
Pashtun-speaking southern and
eastern regions to continue
their struggle — even if their
leader officially takes up the of-
fer of the new authorities in
Kabul to be prime minister.

L Nor are other major figures

in the movement who have
established domination over
their provincial homelands
likely to give up power to the
central mment.

A return to the previous sta-
tus quo is unlikely mainly
because of the resentment of
Persian-speaking Tajiks and
other national minorities at the
domination of the state by
Pashtun tribes over the past
250 years.

Another firm prediction that
can be made is that, due to the

ived need of every faction

r moral legitimacy in the new
Islamic ublic, the rulers of
the capital will impose strict
observation of Islamic practices
on the regions under their

r.

The following names are now
bound to surface often, both in
Afghanistan’'s new internal con-
flict, and in the loyalties of six
million Afghan refugees abroad:

AHMAD SHAH MASOOD,
hope of the Tajiks and aged

“only 39, is, as Defence Minister,

Justice

Sir, Those who have retired
from govt., semi govt. corpora-
tions etc. before the current
Pay Commission, implemented
from July 1, 1991, used to get
one, two or three dearness
allowances given at different
times on the basic pay. Each of
the DA amounted to ten per

cent of the basic pay.
Unfortunately those retired
before July 1, 1991, got the

benefit of basic pay alone while
fixing pension or gratuit
benefit. On the other ’
those retired after July 1,
1991 will get the benefit of

higher pay scale while their
DA's have also been merged
| with the basic pay. Thus their
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istry
"Pmph“
preparing the budget.

Now that the entire gov-
ernment machinery responsi-
ble for financial nt
both at macro and micro level,
is geared only to find ways and
means how to meet the never
ending conditionalities of
donor there is hardly
any elbow room for the
Finance Minister to use bud-
getary allocations to meet
political commitments, to cor-
rect social injustice, to create
right environment for tnvest-
ment and economic uplift etc.
in any significant manner. He
has lar too many demands and
compulsions heaped on him
but he is totally helpless. The
lines are drawn for him and he
has very little room to deviate.
The fault 1s not his. It is the
price we have to pay, as a na-
tion, for the monumental
mismanagement of our na-
tional and financial resources
in the past.

Despite his little flextbility
to manoeuvre, | still think 1
should draw attention o a few
arcas which need immediate
resolution.

TAXATION DEPART-
MENTS: No one {s more aware
than Mr. Saifur Rahman him-
scll that his Ministry, particu-
larly the revenue collecting
departments, need a thorough
cleaning. If the system loss in
the PDB s 42 per cent
revenue loss in the Finance

ughts on the Co

by Jamal Uddin Ahmad

Ministry must be 80 per cent,
0 goes the sa
Finance Minister expre-
ssed his exasperation many
times, both in public and

¢ ' ;::
ra corruption,
nmnuc-ndhdhdplln:
of the officials and employees
of his Ministry. It is \also
known that he had initiated
some departmental measures
lo correct the situation but
these are known to be only a
“tip of the iceberg.”

is a popular belief in
the country that for every Tk
100 of tax revenue, Gowvern-
ment gets Tk 40 and the
balance Tk 80 is devoured
system loss of departments. If,
Rmm.mhnﬁ-hl

80 could be brought within

the Government coflers as tax
revenue, then our Tax-GDP
ratioc would be something for
which the Finance Minister
and the nation could be
of We would also be re
of some of the unpalatable
conditionalities of the donors.
Shouldn’'t charity begin from
home, Mr Finance Minister,

SAVINGS: It s a common
ecconomic k that un-
lens one has ., he cannot
invest: and i he cannot invest,

does not earn profit; and f
he does not earmn he can
pay no tax. , the first

thing of public finance man-
agement is to ensure that
there is enough savings in the
country. All good governments
believe in this e phi-
losophy and they create
healthy environments in their
countries for people to save.
Saving, to say the least, is the
life blood of national economy.
Simply put, it is the hen that
lays the golden eggs. But in
, we have killed the
hen because we were (oo
greedy. Unlike other coun-
tries, in Bangladesh, only
lower middle and middle
income group of people have
the propensity to save. This
they do for age and to meet.
social and religious obligations.
Rich and neo-rich people do
not believe in saving and
thrive on non-returnable
loans which they borrow
against non-existent or bogus
collaterals. The essential
that emerges is that

must stop. If this section of

people is squeezed too hard,
thetr savings will go under-

CAPITAL GAINS: This is an
area which needs a clear and
courageous handling. The
waiver of TPC requirement for
registration of land doecu-
ments, in the current year's
budget, was a timely and cor-
rect step. It has already elimi
nated a nasty chain of corrup-
tion in the tax offices. Similar
bold step Is now needed to
streamline the whole gamut of
capital gains. Since capital gain
arises mainly due to reduction
in the value of money over a
period of years, there is In
fact, hardly and gain in the real
sense of the term, If 1t is ad-
justed for inflation. This com-
plex matter needs to be ap-
proached with a sense of
equity and faimess. Because
this is a lfq:hl type of gain,
this should qualify tuwbt
treated separately and not
lumped with other sources of
income. To provide some re-
liefs to take care of inflation
would be perfectly in order be.
fore computing the gain.
Furthermore, instead of too
many tax slab, only two slabs
should be enough, namely
7.5% for assets under 10 years
and 10% for assets over 10

years.

Investment of capital gains
in approved investmenis such
as industrial undertakings eor
house rty to avoid pay-
ment of tax, should be re-
stricted w0 tax part of the gain
and not the whole gain. Il one
were (o invest the whole gain,
then there would be no incen-
tive for people to sell the
property. This is more relevant
in case of sale of land and
ancestral . People »ell
these kinds of , which
have ve little acquisition

by Hazhir Teimourian
It was only a matter of time. Those who watched the Squabbling Mujahidin forces over 13

trial undertakings. In this
connection, special 7-year

: It is ironic
that income tax and wealth
tax should co-exist side by
side. This, to say the least. is a
contradiction of terms By
making people to pay taxes
both on the income as well as
on the capital, we have created
a complex anomaly The
Government must make its
mind which is to be taxed —
income or capftal. Taxing both
amounts to double taxation
We now have a tax on con

sumption as well known as
Value Added Tax. On top of all
these taxes, we pay taxes on
imported commodities we
consume, utility services we

use, house es we bulld
— all out the same taxed in-
come. Would the Finance

Minister please decide how
many times he would like to
have the same source of In
come laxed
OGOVERNMENT FUNCTIO

NARIES: Government functio
naries from the President of
the Republic down wards
including Members of Parlia
ment and Ministers pay no
income lax on thelir salaries
and perquisites. MPs even get
dutly free motor wvehicles
Finance Ministry has never
disclosed the amount of
subsidy the tax payers pay lo
keep Lhese people In style
This must run into several
hundred milllons of Tax
Takas. Why a person holding
the position of the President of
the Republic or a senior
Government functionary
shouldn't pay tax? Isn't he a

Shah Masood, commander of Years and followed the rivalries of their ambitious leaders expected they would fall out

immediately the single object of their hatred, the Soviet-installed regime in Kabul, fell.
Gemini News Service reports on the dominant figures in the new Islamic Republic of

Afghanistan.
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the new strongman of Kabul and
northern Afghanistan.

A long-time associate of
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar (sece
below), he was born in the
Panjshir valley, to the north-
east of the city, and educated at
a French school in Kabul. He
studied architecture at Kabul
Polytechnie for three years,
then fled to Pakistan to escape
persecution for clandestine
Islamic agitation.

In exile, he slid further un-
der the ideclogical influence of
"professor®™ Burhanuddin
Rabbani, fundamentalist leader
of the Jamiat-e-Islamic party.
During a visit by Rabbani to
Egypt, Masood was sent by the

-Jamiat's then deputy-leader

Hekmatyar to the Panjshir to
start a rebellion there.
This was crushed by the gov-

crnment of president Daoud of his former underling °

Khan who had overthrown his
cousin king Zahir Shah in
1973) and Masood returmed to
Pakistan to quarrel with
Hekmatyar, before Hekmatyar
broke away from the Jamiat to
found his own party.

Masocod returned to the
valley of his birth again after the
Communist coup of 1978 to
start yet another rebellion un-
der the banner of Rabbani.

He succeeded this time
chiefly because of the foreign
occupation of the land, but also

because he realised he could
not afford to alienate too many

tribal leaders in the region by
interfering in their affairs.

Instead, he trod softly and
incorporated hundreds of fight-
ers from other districts among
his forces for training In
guerilla warfare. In the end,
continued warfare decimated
the tribal structure of the
Panjshir Valley.

Masood's survival in the face
of perfodic incursions by Soviet
troops and heavy bombardment
of the valley's irrigation system
soon turned him into a

legendary figure, attracting yet
more recruits.

While formally still a follower
of Rabbani Masood has now

gained enough power and pres-
tige to be his own man.
GULBUDDIN HEKMATYAR, a
fierce Pashtun nationalist and
lhe most strict of all the
Muslim leaders, is the new
rebel leader and would seen

unable to accept the supremacy

He has a reputation for toler-

ating no criticism - Afghans

criticising atrocities commiltted

by his gunmen have been shot
dead — and is a self-professed
critic of Western liberalism,
despite receiving the bulk of
American military help ear-
marked for the Mujahidin over
the last 13 years.

46, he was born in the
Konduz region of eastern
Afghanistan, studied engineer-
ing at Kabul university under
Zahir Shah, then fled into
Pakistani exile on account of,

‘among other acts, resorting to
unveiled

violence
women.

As deputy leaders of the
Jamiah Islami in Pakistan he
organised unsuccessful rebel-
lions in Afghanistan, then broke
away to found his own Hezbe
Islami party.

His success after the Soviet
invasfon is chiefly due to his
long-time association with the
Pakistan and his ideologi-
cal affinity with the late presi-
dent Zia-ul-Haq.

Hekmatyar has supporters
spread all over the Pashtun
provinces of the east and the
south. The new leadership in
Kabul may, despite the recent
clashes, find it prudent to keep
on the table their offer to him
of the post of prime minister,
Such a post would be largely
without :

SIBGHATOLLAH MOJA-
DDEDIL, the new official head of
state, is a non-nationalistic

against

Pashtun from the eastern
Jalalabad region and the
founder of the National
Liberation Front of Afghanistan,
one of the seven Pakistani-
based Mujahidin guerilla groups.

A graduate of Egypt's Al-
Azhar university, where he sup-
ported the fundamentalist
Musliim Brotherhood organisa-
tion, he taught theoclogy for
many years in Kabul, tending
towards fundamentalism.

He formed lose links with
the royal family under Zahir
Shah, making him acceptable to
traditional-minded Af{ghans as
well as to some orthodox
Muslims.

Mojaddedi also has a poten-
tially large social base of his
own. His ﬁmﬂy whose founders
scttled in Afghanistan in the
last century from Arabia, are
known as the HAZRATS (saints)
and believed to have supernatu-
ral powers.

Most male members of his
family were murdered in 1979
by Hafizollah Amin, the second
communist president, leaving
him as the hereditary spiritual
leader of the Nagshbandi sufi
order.

Aged 67, he speaks several
foreign languages, including
English, and headed the
divided Mu in ment
formed in exile in Peshawar in
1988. His own forces were
probably the weakest of all the
Mu factions.

RHANUDDIN RABBANI, a
Tajik aged 52, is the founder of
Ahmad Shad Masood's Jamiat
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person like any other citizen
in the country? Does he not

the same infrastructure
facilities provided by the
Government which are fi-
nanced out of the tax revenue
to which he contributes noth-
ing? Doesn't our Constitution
say that all citizens are equal?
What stops you, Mr Finance
Minister, to bring these so

called “extra ordinary” peopile
net?

TAX LAWS AND TAX

RATES: Bangladesh is really a
country full of glaring contra-

dictions. Whilst. on the one
hand, even the t of the
pays some of tax, we

. on the otherhand,
belonging to top 1% of income
bracket who no income tax
at all. Our tfi:ryﬂ taxes which
contributes only a small frac-
tion of total taxes have an ad-
ministrative outflit which
pretty well devours all the rev-
enue it collects. Not even 1'%
of our population pay any dt
rect tax. Well over halfl of our
GDP is outside the tax net
Whereas the of taxa-
tion should “less from
more”, in Bangladesh, we be-
Heve iIn "more from few” That
is the reason why we are [ast
becoming a nation of tax
dodgers. Would fhe Finance
Minister please take note of
this situation?

| was in India whin the last
indian budget was announced
Night before, everybody | had
met — professionals, news-
men, businessmen, ordi
people were worrie
expecting a harsh budget. But
the sftuation changed radically
as soon as the budget was an-
nounced the next day
Everybody, regardiess of his or
her secial status, had some
thing good to say about the
budget because they could find
something for themselves In

the budget either by way of tax
relief of opportunities to im-

prove their earning capacity. |
am sure, our Finance Minister
oo has something up in his
sleeve to surprise us all and, |
am sure, pleasantly.

A former Deputy Prime
Minister in the government of
the late President Ziaur
Rahman, the writer. a noted
€xpert on esconomic malters,
s currently the President of
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Bangladesh.

Who's Who 1n the New Afghanistan

Islami party and a former
teacher of Sharia law and organ-
iser of fundamentalist students
at Kabul university, including
Gulbuddin H .

He fled the country in 1947
under a crackdown by presi-
dent Daoud Khan are received
money and military help from
the Bhutto government in
Pakistan to mount guerilla raids
into Afghanistan.

His group was then known as
the |khwan al Muslemin, the
Muslim Brotherhood, and con-
sisted largely of college
students and small merchants.

Under “professor” Rabbani,
the Jamiat remains an ideologl-
cally fundamentalist group and,
in step with Hekmatyar, has
opposed suggestions (rom
Mojaddedi and other royalists
to make approaches to the
exiled king Zahir Shah in Rome.

He is to be the head of the
51-man Islamic Council, an
appointed parliament, before
elections are held.

SEYYED AHMAD GAILANI,
60, hereditary spiritual leader
of the Qaderi sufi order, is to be
Fore Minister of the new

regime.

A member of the royalist
camp among the Mujahidin, he
is a relatively urbane figure, due
to his travels in the West, and
tends towards a liberal inter-
pretation of Islam.

The founder of the National
Front for the Islamie Revolution
maintains a home in London, is
a prosperous merchant and
landowner, and was once an
adviser to king Zahir Shah, His
followers are mainly tribes in
the south-cast. Alone among
Mujahidin leaders, he believed
that a negotiated withdrawal of
Soviet forces was possible.

HAZHIR TEIMOURIAN, an
Iranian Kurd, writes on the
Middle East for The Times of
London.
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retirement benefits have been
nearly doubled or so.

In the above context, can
we call it a justice? Let the
government of a democratic’
states think over the matter in
the light of equity, justice and

fairplay. Lastly the pensioners
may get the benefit of higher
pay in some form or other but
gratuity getters are deprived as

names are'struck off on
retirement! The government
should also see to this.

Sadig Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka

BTV: News headline
Sir, It was [3th April,

Monday and as my usual habit |
watched both the English and

3engali main bulletins of BTV.
The headlines of the bulletins
mainly drew my attention.

Sometimes there comes
some change (as Inclusion of
updated events) in the head-
lines if badly necessary. But |
was really surprised to see a
newly included headline in the
10 o'clock news — itL was
"Nelsen Mandela announces
his separation from his wife
Winnie".

I first though It was
Mandela's cessation from ANC
which indeed affects South
Alrica.

Was it an item that de-
served a headline for TV news
where only a few headlines are
strictly selected? The Mandela
items could definitely have

been included in the bulletin
as it was published in all the

newspapers.

If BTV's Foreign News Edi-
tor thought Mandela-Winnie
event was worthy of making
TV news headline then why
did not he make it a headline
also for 8 o'clock news?

It is learned that earlier
BTV's two top oflicers were
transferred for their mistakes,
one of which involved in han
dling the headlines. Then what
is in store for the folly of BTV's
Foreign News Editor for the
recurrence of the same kind of
mistake?

Abdul Matin
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Trees and laws

Sir, Setting up of saw mills
at sites adjoining forest re-
serves, tea estates and other
highrise tree planted arcas
indicate a of diminish-
as law s concerned no saw
mill should be set up within
10-mile radius of such places
as mentioned above. So setting
up of a new saw mill within
the area simply increases the
diminishing process by a fur-
ther step.

In a recent meeting of Tea
Estates Executives in Jurl
Valley Club it was stated by a
manager that a new saw mill at
a very short distance from a
number of tea estates and only
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about three miles from gov-
ernment forest reserve (s
going to be set up there. Tea
estates shade trees and other
forest trees very likely will be
its first raw materials and
gradually it will begin to grab
valuable trees of the forest re-
serves. This is possibly the
most crude way to help defor-
estation.

So, in true sense, do we
really want to preserve our
forests? If the answer is yes,
than such ‘executors’ are
being :LEI to set up? | hope
this should not go unnoticed
by the concerned authority.

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Asstt. Manager [Mhultola Tea

Estate, Sylhet



