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A Woman Conquers Odds | Masulita Makes a Comback

by L Rajeswary

The ILO project has shown her a positive attitude
towards life and living and in the drab dull premises
of Anupampur, Sabila can see greener pastures a
head! This group is one of the several "technology
groups into which the women were divided by the

ILO Project.
of the "Anupampur Women
t Soctety” and en-

rolled herself in the " Silk
Reeling and Spinning group.
She soon became an active
member of the group and
started attending weckly
meetings. Sabila slowly learnt
the rules of running a samity
and how to maintain ledgers
and registers.

She also diligently con-
tributed Taka three per month

of the several “technology
groups into which the wemen
were divided by the ILO
Project.

Sabila can now see a ray of
hope in the hortzon. Under the
auspices of the ILO project
mentioned above, Sabila re-
cetved a three weeks' indepth
training on Silk Reeling and
Spinning at the Rajshahi
Sericulture Resecarch and
Training Institute, Rajshahi, in

1991, It was the frst e that
in the area
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vegetable farms and flower
gardens. Some farmers have
given up their nomadic poppy-
farming ways in the mountain
villages north of Chiang Mai
are earning more from the
new cash crops.

But the dry season slackens
the pace of the project, and
farmers are often tempted to
tend small poium farms to
cater for tourists who flock to
Chiang Mai Ii:rdmr-r.l-u.

The presence of drug users
here has influenced many
young people in the vﬂhlf:
and heroin addiction is on
rise.
“The heroin pushers made
some of our village youth
addicts to increase their mar-
ket,” says Prince Bhisatej
Rajani, director of the project.
"We have seen cases where
even children of t years
have become addicted.”

C Mai is on the south-
ern tip of the so-called Golden
Triangle, the notorious opium-

areca where the bor-
ders of Thafland, Burma and
Laos meet

While Thailand has the low-
est rate of optum growing in
the region, many Thai farmers
have been part of the trade,
and have long been
tradi opium smokers.

A government project is luring Thai opium poppy
whmmmduhhminmim

"Its a big problem among
highland people,” says Dr
Vichit Leelamanit, who heads
the Psychiatry Department in
Chiang Mai Untversity's Faculty
of Medicine. "In fact, optum {s
a traditional Thai medication,
believed to be eflective as a
neurochemical.”

With the project, the
Faculty of Medicine recently
launched a campaign “to
change the behaviour of ad-
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dicts”,
based mobile camps for detoxi-
fication, education and rehabil-
iftation.

by using community-

But in Mae Sa Mai village,
200 out of the village's 1,200
residents were determined to
be addicted, 20 of them chil-
dren. The youngest addict was
seven years old.

It's a tricky situation where
project workers cannot dictate

es to Roses

opium farms io continue to
scrve the needs of old villagers
who have been smoking optum
pipes since childhood.

Says Prince Bhisate] : "It s
not possible to cure addiction.
The only way is to let them
grow opfum for their old peo-
ple. They don't grow enough
anyhow.”

To make sure they don't,
the prince’'s project has been
Lryinﬁ to outdo all the possible
benefits that may accrue from
optum . Prince Bhisatej
says this tsn't dificult to do.

"There's a lot of misunder-
standing about opium,” he says
"We don't think the Golden
Triangle is golden.

poverty triangle, and the farm-
ers don't make any moncy.”

Opium growers in Nong ot
used to earn the t of
USS$ 1,176 a year, divided
among at least five people
nceded to work in an epium

field. Much of the profit from

opium went to traders who
had to pass through a series of
middlemen before they could

reach narcotic cartels In

Banghkok

Today farmers earn more
than US$4,000 a E.Em
growing vegetables, ut
umnci‘nu a year from making
potpourri from dried flowers —
roscs, pansies and strawflow-
ers — and alternative industry
during the lean months, of the

project.

This is considerably
more than the US$2.,35 an
average farmer earns daily.

Chalat Saeyang, who has
been farming in Nong Hoi for
scven years, used to work in
opium farms here. Now he
grows carrots, cabbages, fen-
nel, onion, lecks, spinach,

r
L

. sell.” he says.

HE aflermath of any
war leaves a residue of

devastation and _
Uganda's scven-year MF:I'
was no diffcrent. In Masulita, a
district 90 kilometres from
the capital city of
many children lost
parents in the

There was a
for an orphanage. Two years

, the Uganda Women's
Efforts Social Organization
(UWESO), led Janet
Museveni, wife of Uganda’s
President, raised enough
moncy to build one. First,
however, UWESO had to build
housing for the orphanage’s
teachers, counsellors and ad-
ministrative stafl

The question was — how
could UWESO afford to build
homes from scratch in a dis-
trict [ar from Kampala and
reached only over a narrow,
rutted road? Hiring an oulside
contractor would push con-
struction costs well beyond
UWESO's means.

As it tumed out, the answer
was found in the district ftsell
when Mrs. Museven! heard of
the construction Llalents of
young people from the newly
created Masulita Vocational
Training Centre.

The President and Mrs.
Museveni were particularly
impressed with the centre's
products on display at a trade
exhibitton in Kampala last
October. Carpenters, brick-
makers and welders trained by
the centre secemed 1o be the
natural cholee to build five stall
house on Lhe orphanage site.

rec ition,”
a senior su-
al senior supervisor al
the centre,” did not fall in our
laps. It was through sheer hard
work.” Mr Scbyala should
know. With assistance from Lhe
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). he was
one of six men who launched a
drive to set up the centre four
years ago.

Today, it is cited by the
government as the type of
community-based effort that all
Uganda could emulate.

Masulita needed all the help
it could get. Once a prosperous

Itural area in the Luwero

both

Triangle northwest of
peas, and J Is —
crops that don’'t normally
thrive in tro climales.

“Vegetables are betier be-
cause optum poppy grows only
once a year, but now we plant
three or four crops a year,” he
says. Last year, Chalat earned
US$7,.843, moved out of his
hut and built his family a big-
ger house in the village.

Thailand's stringent laws
against drug trafficking have
lowered opium production
here, with estimates by the
United States Bureau of
international Narcotics peg-
ging potential opium produc-

tion down to 35 tonnes {rom .

40 tonnes in early 1992.

A ministerial regulation re-
leased in March empowers au-
thorities to seize the assets of
drug suspects. But there arc

different ways of implementing
the law, especially in the face

of traditional opfum use among
older Thais.
For the moment, education
will have to do the
work, says Leelamanit. "We tell
them we cannot stop the
tourists from using heroin and
opium, but you can slop your-
—IPS

ernment

:.._ﬁ. l:l suffered exienstve

uring the war.
President Musevenf's guerflia
National Resistance Army
(NRA) took root here and gov-

troops mounied
murderous sweeps across the

district secking to wipe oul

NRA cadres hiding in the area
A the wars end in 1988,
schools and clinics had

.

doned.

Almost 90 per cent of the
pre-war population had fled.
Education had been disrupted
and Masulita was saddled with
Lounl men and women with

ttle schooling. “The elders
felt that the next best thing
was o leach them practical
skills.,” says Mr 80
that they could fend them
sclves and be of service to the
community.”

iIn 1987, the ernment
donated four hectares of land
to launch the centre. The
community cleared it and butlt

HE term “male occu-

pation” in Germany is

taken to mean any ap-
prenticeship trade or occu-

pation requiring training in

which there were fewer than
20 per cent women in 1977,

Five years ago, nearly 200
occu met that descrip-

tion. Today, thetr number has
dwindled to less than 150,

male do-

mains, there are now actually

more female than  male
trainces. Top of the list are
female transport clerks (69
per cent of trainees), but
women are also gradually re-
placing men as restaurateurs,
conlectioners, typesetters and

Trainees lsam 10 mahe looms 1or weaving

temporary wooden shellers for
classrooms. A year later, the
government oblained
US$320,000 (rom UNDP w
build a formal trade school.

It was initially managed by
local representatives of
Internationale Contre la Faim
(AICF), a French non-govern-
mental organization headquar-
tered in Parts.

s

The lirst young men were
recruited in early 1989 for
year-long courses, 15 in brick-
making and 10 in carpentry.
*They learned on the job o
make bricks,” recalls Mr,
Schyala, “which we later used
o renovate our shelters.”

Six months later, 10 more
were recruited for a one-year
course in mctal welding

"We had no electricity then
because all our transformers
had been damaged in the war,”
says Mr Scbyala. “The students
rode the bus to Kampala or

once a week to learn
welding. * Four months ago, the
centre received power.

Women Making Inroads
into Male Preserves

form makers.

New occupational titles are
now being sought, because the

because women are making

Now almosl C¥CIYORE Lia
Masulita has eclectricity. In
August 1989 12 young wemen
were selected to study weaving
over a four-month period.

At the outset, training at
the centre was free. "The stu-
dents had a lot of enthusiasm
even though our facflities were
minimal at best,” says Mr.
Sebyaia. But despite thetr en-
thusiasm. teaching was not

easy Many could barely speak

English,” says Mr. Sebyala

“They could only communi-
cate in their local dialect. We
had te transiate all our In-
struction manuals, which were
in English.”

The centre also had trouble
attracting stafl. Access to the
school from the main road is
still a dirt track riddied with
potholes

The 16 kilometres Lo the
ncaresl road lakes 40
minutes in a four-wheel drive
vehicle. The centre s adminis
trators had to offer above — av
erage salarics o vocational ex-

p:mmmttclhl:mhﬂe.
— UNDP

termipology is becoming

increasingly complicaled.
— INP/GLOBUS

HE end of the Cold War

l t hope that
attention would

shift towards the problems of
the South. Many economists
now fear the opposite is

happening,

When communist East and
capitalist West were pitted
agninst each other, developing
countries were able to Elplﬂll
the rivalry to their benefit.

indian Professor Meghnad
Desai, of the London School of
Economics, fears that bargain-
ing power has now been lost
and that developing countries
have moved down the list of
priorities.

*The (former communist)
east has jumped the queue” for
economic ajd and technology.
said Desal at a recent confer-
ence of development econo-
mists in Britain. Proof, he
argues, is that within only six
months of the fall of the Berlin
Wall, a special bank, the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, was set up
to deal with Eastern debt.

He also worries that the
trading blocks of South-East
Asia, Europe and North Ame-
rican could exclude imports
from develop countries.
The only hope t the Third
World will not be left out in
the cold is the strengthent
of the guidance of the Uni
Nations and “good global
governance.”

Even optimistic economists

on Whom You Ask

believe the economies of deve-
loping countries will probably
worsen before they improve.

‘ But there are developments in

the South that Northern
economists do not yet know

by Jill Forrester

how to measure.

Says Prof. Thomas Od-
hiambo, founder and director
of Kenya's International Centre
af Insect Physiology and
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OMAS ODHIAMBO

Ecology (ICIPE): "The essence
of Africa's poverty is not so
much one of a growing moun-
tain of external debt, or even
one of endemic hunger and
recurring ecpidemics of
tropical diseascs.”

He believes the biggest
problem is a lack of visfon for
the future from Africans them-
sclves,

Research and practical solu-
tions for Africa’'s problems
cannot come simply from ideas
and technology of the North,
he argues. They have to incor-
porate the wisdom of African
people.

This the guiding philosophy
of Odhiambo’'s institution.
although funded by the inter-
national community, ICIPE is
run by scientists from the
developing world studying
insect pests indigenous to the
tropics, not fully understood
in the North.

One of its goals is to reach a
day when harmful chemical
pesticides will no longer be
needed, improving the health
and lifestyle of Kenyan [armers.

And it is seeking local an-
swers, working closely with
farmers. One of the solutions is
“intercropping” — a traditional
practice of planting several
crops together. It kecps the
land naturally fertilised and in-

m-rﬁ:‘t' away.
u;:liuun was largely
favoured planting single crops

such as coffee. Although this
made for profit on the interna-

colonial rulers who

Development's Meaning Depends

tional markets, if left farm
families hungry, poor and
dependent on chemical fer-
tilisers and pesticides and
unstable international markets.

Only 10 years ago, says
Odhiambo, any mention of in-
tercropping in an international
setting would have been
ridiculed. Today it is gaining
popularity in African and Asia,
and is earning a following In
the industrialised world.

Permaculture, for example,
{s an organisation that teaches
backyard gardeners and farm-
ers around the world to grow a
mix of plants that closely
coples growth on untouched
land. In Thailand, many non-
governmental organisations
and even Buddhist monks are
encouraging farmers to mix
crops and stop using chemi-
cals.

Odhiambo's philosophy is
that science needs to take into
account, from the very begin-

ning of every research prt?ecl.
the needs and practices of the
people who will use the tech-
nology.
In the dozen African coun-
tries that participate in ICIPE's

research, this means working
closely with knowledgeable

N INDIAN INDUSTRI-
ALIST who pioneered
India’'s population mo-
vement and a New York-based
rivate research organization
will share this year’s Unfted
Nations Population Award.
Over the past 40 years, JRD
Tata, one of India's leading in-
dustrialists, has been a private
sector crusader for population
stabilization. The Population
Council has become world
renowned for developing new
and more eflective contracep-
tives.
The laureates will recetve
their awards — a diploma, a
gold medal, and a monetary
prize — at a cercmony later
this year. They were chosen
from among 16 nominations by
the Committee of the United
Nations Population Award on 5

Feb :
In lﬁe 1950s, Tata's stcel

firm in Jamshedpur, Bihar es-
tablished one of India's first
[actory-based [amily planning
and family wellare pro-

grammes. That pro me is
widely credited as a model for
family planning programmecs
throughout India, which is the
world's sccond mest populous
country.

In 1970, he set up the non-
governmental Family Planning
Foundation India.

Tata is also crediled with
raising public awareness of
population issues through
speeches and writings, and

with aiding the rvcrnlll'n' in

formulating India's national
lation

Establi in 1952, the

Population Council has become

world renowned for its sclen-
tific research, for #ts training

' Tata Wins 1992 Award

of population experts [rom
around the world, and for its
technical assistance to popula-
tion p mes.
Its publications, Studies in
Family Planing and Population
and Development Review, are
thought of as the Icadlnﬁt ro-
fessional journals in the of
modern population planning.
The most recent contracep-
tive develo by the Council
was NORPLANT, a set of
matchstick-size tubes that,
once implanted under the skin
of a woman's upper arm, re-
lcase the hormone progestin

for up to five years.

The award commiltee is
made up of representatives of
10 UN member states elected
by the Economic and Social
Council. The current members
are: Belarus, Burundi, Came-
roon. Ecuador, El Salvador,
India, Ja , Mexico, Nether-
lands, Rwanda.

UN Secretary-General
Boulros Boutros-Ghali and
UNFPA Executive Director
Nafis Sadik serve as ex-officio
members. There are five hon-
orary advisors.

— Populations

Tanzanian Farmers Try

a New recipe
by William Labulu

SING a package ol pro-

l l duction techn
propagaled the
Sasakawa-Global 2000
Agricultural t (SG 2000),
farmers in rm'n Tanrania
have significantly fncreased
their output of maize, sorghum
and wheat.,
The project was started in
Tanzania t

Revolution”
grain output in Asia and Latin
America — among, K Africa’s
small-scale farmers.

Asia's "GOreen Revolution”
has been criticised as

te because it on
eflicient delivery of seeds fer-
tiliser and trrigation, and has
benefitted big rather Lhan
small farmers.

In Tanzania, one acre (2.5
hectare) “management training
plots” are used to teach exten-
slon nts farming methods
buscd on high-yielding vari-
etivs of grain and lartificial fer-
tliscr.

The agents intreduce the
produetion package to farmers.
They sell seeds and fertiliscr
and advise on weeding, plant-
ing, intercropping and fer-
tiliser application.

By the end of this year,
13,000 farmers will have triexd
the production package. The
organiscrs say that almost all
farmers have been able to re
cover the cost of seeds and
fertiliser by fnercases in yickls

SG 2000 is also operating n
Ghana, Toge, Benin, Zambia
and Sudan./PANOS.




