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Asian under-16 soccer qualifying round begins

RAJSHAMIL, May 3
. The mailden
of
an

experience
hosting
w

not turm inte nightmares for
this northern divistonal

headgquarters and its enthusi

people as hosts
crushed minnows

by shooting wide after ha
gained possession of the bal
inside the box.

Bangladesh forced their
first corner in the third
minute of play but Hiru again
missed the mark as his header
sailed over the bar, letting out
a collective hiss of disap-
pointment from the full house
crowd.

Twe more chances were
missed in quick succession
and Jahangir had the ball in
the net in the seventh minute

A Correspondent

but the Thal referce ruled it
out for an off-side. Mozammel
Huq Chowdhury, the

Bangiadesh striker, pmhnﬁ
the tale of missecs when
latled to the duels in the

ninth min with Hossain
Habib, the Maldives goal-
keeper, al his mercy.

The battered Maldives de-
fence gave in after repeated
sorties in the [7th minute
when defender Biplab Marma
the stepper-back who plays for
Victoria in the Dhaka :
nodded the ball home from a
flag kick from the left taken by
the skilful Arman (1-0).

There was no let up In
pressure as the Bangladesh
boys went the whole hog to
consolidate their position
against the visibly weakest
team of the five-team comple-
tion. Medio Jahangir, a
promising player who plays
regularly for Agrani Bank In
the Dhaka First Division
league, raced down the flank
in the 27th minute and beat
the Maldives keeper with a
fierce shot after being freed by
a fine lob from Hiru (2-0).

Mohammed Arifl of Maldtves
missed a golden chance,
somewhat against the run of

y, five minutes later when

dodged past a couple of
Bangladcshi players but failed
to finish off as he shot over in
haste.

Mozammel Huq Chowdhury
made it 3-0 in the 36th
minute and Jahangir Hossain
doubled his haul to complete
the rout two minutes later(4-
0).

Bangladesh maintained the
same vein in the post-lemon

opportunity of notching up the
first hattrick of the tourna-
ment at the fag end of the
match when he evaded the

Maldives :
Bangladesh
Khan Bablu, a
former national , was not
too h? over the perfor
mance his boys. He
quering newsmen alfter the
match that his players missed
a dozen chances and he would
have liked them to translate
the territorial dominance into
goals to emerge with a health-
fer score line.

Maldives coach Moussa
Manik was anything but
amused over the result. While
lauding the performance of
the host team, he also said that
the average age of the
Bangladesh players was more
than that of his players.

State Minister for Youth and

rts Sadeq Hossain Khoka
o inaugurated the ten-
day tournament cnmprlllnf
hosts Bangladesh, Nepal,
Maldives, India and Pakistan.
The opening was at-
tended, among others, by
Barrister Aminul Huq, State
Minister for Law and Justice,
president of the Bangladesh
Football Federation Siddiqur
Rahman, Mayor of Rajshahi
Mizanur Rahman Minu and
Zafar Imam, the | secre-
tary of Rajshahi District
Association and secretary of
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Emdad, Biplob Marma, Ufal,
Ruhul Amin, Zahidul am
(Alauvddin), Arman, osh
Dewan, Jahangir Hossain,
Mozammel Huq Chowdhury

(Montruzzaman), and Hiru

THE MALDIVES: Hossain
Habib, Sameer, Marujya,
Ibrahim, M Arif, Hossain
Zayed, lsmail Sharil, Zahir
Ismail, Fatith, Syeed, Adnan
Habfb and Ahmed All.

Referee — Sri Somporn
{Thailand)

Linesmen — Sri Boonchart|
Thailand)

and

Md. Mohsin Arifl (Shr
Laur o)

TODAY'S MATCH
India vs Nepal (4.30 pm)

"Leeds celebrate with another win

LONDON, May 3:
Leeds United
celebrated the
English First Di-
vision soccer title
they clinched a
week ago with a 1-0 home win
over Norwich on Saturday,
Striker Rod Wallace scoring a
fine solo goal afler 25 minutes,
reports Reuter.

Despite a week of celebra-
tions culminating in captain
Gordon Strachan hoisting aloft
the league trophy at their
packed Elland Road ground
amid wild cheering and fire-
works, there was no hangover.

French striker Eric
Cantona, who before the mateh
signed a three-year contract to
complete his 900,000-pound
sterling (US 1.50 million dol-
lars) transfer from Nimes,
came close to scoring (wice
early on. -

Leeds finished on B2 points
with Manchester United sec-
ond on 78 and Sheflield
Wednesday third on 75.

United, favourites up to last
weekend to Uit their it title
in 25 years, rediscovered their
scoring tough too late in a 3-1
home win over Tottenham.

LINEKER SIGNS OFF

England captain Gary

Lincker , bound for Japan next
year bowed out of English club
soccer in front of a 42,000
crowd at Old Trafford with
Tottenham's consolation goal
four minutes from time. Jt was
his 322nd goal in 625 first
class matches.
He will lead England in the
European Championship, but
goes to Japan nexi season o
end his club career.

Middlesbrough came from
behind in a dramatic maich at
Wolverhampton to win 2-1 and
clinch promotion after finish-
ing second in Division Two be-
hind Ipswich.

They change places with
Luton Town, who lost 2-1 at
Notts County and go down
after escaping relegation on
the final day of the season for
the three years.

Luton needed a first away
win of the season and defeat
for at Aston Villa to
extend their spell in the top
Might in next scasons new

striker Cyrille Regis.
But university students Rob

Matthews' two goals sealed
Luton's fate after Julian James
had given them an early lead.
There was minor crowd
trouble at several Second
Division matches with promo-
tion and relegation issues at
stake, but none boiled over.
Mounted police rode onto
restore order at Bristol Rovers
where the match was held up
for several minutes as Chariton

fans invaded the pitch after a |

disallowed goal.

Charlton, who Lost 1-0 ,
nueded.t:n for a o
place in promotion
offs. The place was secured by
Kenny Dalglish’s expensively
assembled Blackburn Rovers
after a 3-1 win at Plymouth.

The match at
Wolverhampton went ahead
despite a fire which destroyed
a scction of Wolves' Molinewx
ground early in the morning
and which police said was
caused by arsonists.

Hﬂ:lz-bnuih were down
ta 10 men when Micky Mowan

was sent off midway through
the first half for retaliating and
they went behind to an early
second hall goal by Andy
Mutch.

But goals from Bernie
Slaven and Paul Wilkinson in a
five minute spell gave
Middlesbrough the points.

Leicester, who the
day behind Middlesbrough only
one goal difference, fell 2-1, at
home to Newcastle, whose vic-
tory ensured Kevin Kecgan's
side escaped the drop to the
Third Division.

Derby County, Leicester,
Cambridge United and
Blackburn qualified for the

promotion playofls.
WRIGHT'S HATTRICK

Arsenal bowed out as 1991
champions with a 5-1 rout of
Sou at their Highbury

ground, striker lan Wright
scoring a hattrick to take
his season's tally to 31 goals,
four less than First Division top
scorer Lincker.

Moscow stays
ahead of Russia

MOSCOW, May 3: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, used
to getting his way In
Parliament and the cabinet
room, suffered defeat on
Saturday — on the soccer
pitch against leaders of
Moscow City Council, reports

was ably led by captain and
State Secretary Gennady
Burbulis, more accustomed (o
issuing orders from behind
a desk.

But the Russian govemn-
ment team lost 1-0 to the
City Council before 3,000
enthusiastic fans at Moscow's
Luzhniki stadfum.

*Moscow's goal was
scored purely by chance
because they deliberately
knocked out our

Jrom the touchline,

afterwards with a smile.
Fans howled with laughter

as leading figures on both
sides, many with bulging
waistlines, collided or fell
over the ball

Russian team members
complained they had been
too busy working

returning

talks in Washington
with western financial

World

E

chess champion

but his 29 tally in
the league is one better than
the Tottenham striker's First

Division haul
There were also First

Division hattricks for David
White in Manchester City's 5-
2, win at Oldham and Scottish
striker Frank McAvenie in rel-
egated West Ham's 3-0 home
win over Notti Forest.

Liverpool, who meet
Second Division Sunderland in
next Saturday's Football
Association (FA) Cup final at
Wembley, were held 0-0 at
Shefficld Wednesday.

An FA Cup triumph will put
Liverpool into Euro next
scason in the Cup Winners
Cup. while Wednesday's third
place in the division put them
i the UEFA Cup .

Sunderland, who barely
escaped relegation prepared
for their second FA Cup final as
a Second Division side since
their upset win over Leeds in

1973 with a 2-2 draw at home
to Cambridge.

In Scotland, Rangers cele-
brated their Premier Division
title by breaking the 100 goals
mark in a league season for the
first time.

Top scorer Ally McCoist's
first of two in a 2-0 win
at Aberdeen was his 37th of
the season and the champions’
100th .

Rangers will be looking for
the double when they meet
Airdriconians, who drew 1-] at
St Johnstone, in the Scottish
FA Cup final at Glasgow's
lHampden Park on Saturday.

Celtic lost what had looked
a certain UEFA Cup place
when they crashed 2-1 at
home to Hibernian, failing to
recover from a Derck Whyte
own goal in the 10th minute.

Hearts won 2-0 at home to
Falkirk, leaping gleefully into
second place to grab the UEFA
Cup slot.

Barnes under scrutiny

LONDON, May 3 :
Liverpool's John
Barnes needs
every opportunity
left to him at the
end of a disa-
ppointing season to show he is
a must for England, reports
Reuter.

The news that the richly
gifted player is fit for next
Saturday’s Football Association
(FA) Cup final will have been as
well received by England man-
ager Graham Taylor as by
Liverpool and their fans.

Barnes was cleared to play
in the Wembley fnal despite
being substituted after 20
minutes of Liverpool's 0-0
draw at Sheffield %cdm:dny
on the last day of the English
League scason.

He pulled up sharply alter
chasing a lhmug,hﬂpn: and

., pointi

immediately came o ng
to his thigh. Barnes has been
plagued by injury all season.
But Liverpool caretaker-
manager Ronnie Moran said :
“It was just a precaution

he'll be okay for next
Saturday.”
"The ball hit him on the

thigh and started a spasm. It is
nothing serious but there's no
point in taking risks just a
week before a cup final.

A good performance would
not only help | win the
FA Cup for the third time in
seven scasons but also go
someway towards ensuring
Barnes is a member of

England's squad [for the
European Championship finals
in Sweden in June.

Barnes, who has rarely re-
produced his often superb club
form for his country, had to
pull out of last Wednesday's
championship warm-up match
in Moscow.

After the match, in which
other players staked a claim to
places in the squad, Taylor
said : “"He is one of the players
who will be loocking at himself
now and wondering.”

Barnes has appeared in only
one of England's last 10 inter-
nationals and Taylor has just
two left -- away to Hungary and
home to Brazil -- in which to
draw his final conclusions.

The Liverpool forward, a
disappointment in the 19890
World Cup and 1988 European
Championship, has also not
scored for England for two

His selection for Sweden
may hinge on the match with
Brazil, who were on the recetv-
ing end of Barnes's most bril-
liant international goal in Rio

. De Janeiro in 1984.

The Mail on Sunday news-
paper reported that
Manchester City were hoping
to sign Barnes, rated at three
million rcundl stepl us §
5.30 mfson dollar's r his
contract with Liverpool ex-
pires on June 30,

This interest is unlikely to
interfere with the 28-year-old
player's game and may even act
as & spur.

Sport

Bangladesh swamp Maldives 4-0 |

Volley ball
nat'ls begin

Sports Reporter
The six-day BOIC 15th na-

tonal men's and 9th women's
volleyball championships got
at the Outer

y
Stadium velleyball court yes-

Three

men's and two

speciive maiches while
Jute Mills Corpo

M’HIICMMAIE—
4, 152 and 15-3, Rifles out-
played Dhaka DSA 15-5, 154,

15-8 and Navy got the better of
Jessore DSA 15-8, 15-2 and
15-14 in the men's eventl
The women spikers of

BJMC Comilla DSA
15-8, 158, 15-3 while the
DSA 15-3, 15-1 and 15-3.

Organised by the
Bangladesh Volleyball Fede
ration, 10 men teams and an
identical number women s
teams are taking part in the
championships.

Earlter, Jute Minister ASM
Hannan Shah inaugurated the

Meanwhile Tangaill, Rajs
hahi and Dinajpur DSAs and
Rajshahi University, who were
expected to compeic in the
men's event, did not tum up.

Six men's and four women s
matches will be played today

Navy take on Pabna at cight

O'clock in the morning while

Army mect Dhaka, Bangladesh
Power Development Board
(PDB) face Dhaka, Jessore
clash with Pabna. Rifles take
on PDB and Airforce meel
Faridpur in the men's champt
onship in the afternoon scs-
shon.

Div 11 cricket

qualifiers

Sports Reporter

A mecting of the organising
committee of the Second

Diviston qualifying cricket |

com will be held at the
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board (BCCB) office at 6 pm on
May 10, according to a BCCB
press reiease.

Presidents or secretarics
and the captains of the partic-
ipating teams have been asked
to attend the mecting,

Meanwhile, so far seventy-
five fresh teams have enrolied
their names with an entry fee
of Taka 1200 ecach for the
qualifying meet.

Forty teams ook part last
year.

The competition, which is
likely 1o begin from May 15,
will be held at four city venues
— the Dhaka Stadium,
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium,
Mohakhai T &T ground and

Mirpur Pallabl ground.

Econo TT on

Sports Reporter

Wari Club, Bangladesh An-
sars, h Textile Mills
Corporation and Bangladesh
Biman have moved into the
tcam semifinals of the Econo

table tennis competition
which got under way in the
city yesterday.

Wari Club beat Narail DSA,
Ansars outplayed Mymensingh
DSA and BTMC outclassed the
Former Players’ Association
while Bangladesh Biman re-
ceived a walk-over against
Jessore DSA at the National
Sports Council ggymnasium.

Wari, Ansars and BTMC
recorded straight-set victorics
over their respective oppo-
nents.

The two semifinals will be
held today at 11 am at the
Same venue.

Organised by the Bangla-
desh Table Tennis Playess’
Association (BTTPA), the four-
day tournament was inaugu-
rated by Syed Yousufl Hossain,
president of the Bangladesh
Table Tennis Federation.

Ishtiaque Ahmed, president
of the BTTPA also spoke on
the occasion. '

Meanwhile, the men's sin-
gles and doubles, the boys’
under- 18 singles and doubles
and the ladjes’ singles begin
today at the same venue.

Fifty men, seventy boys and
eighteen women are Laking
part in the competition, rep-
resenting ten teams.

#}

gymnasium yesterday.

Action from the opening day of

e

tournament at the NSC
—Star photo

Rani maintains her lead

DHAKA MONDAY MAY 4, 1992

Sporta Reporter

L Y

Ziaur Rahman (R) of Biman and Anisur Rahman of Dhaka Metro ponder their moves in the

1

seventh round of the national championship at the NSC chess room yesterday. —Star photo

two draws.

Rani's Diman team male
and defending champion
Reefat bin-Sattar and former
national! champion Jamilur
Rahman of Ansars
shared the second spot with
five points each. Another for-
mer champion Ziaur Rahman,
also of Biman, was in third po-
sitton with four and a half

potnits.
International Woman Mas

' ter Rani Hamid yesterday got
. the belter

of last year's
runner-up Ziaul Kader Tuhin,
forcing a deciston in her
favour by the 20th move.
Playing with the white

fat, who has already lost a

game, to his schoolmate Ziaur
Rahman in Round Two, -

terday needed all his » to
a determined

overpower
Niamul Hugq Niru of Ansars.
Niru, who topped the 108-
player
na '
submission until the B56th
move.

Jamilur Rahman, a FIDE
Master, representing Ansars,
sufflered a setback of sorts,
being o a draw by Syed
Ru

that lasted 22 moves belore
both players realised the im-
possibility of any other deci-

meet for the
wasn't forced Into

held
hul Kabir Shiplu in a match

each. Yesterday, Kayes beatl
Nahid Miarid of Chit n1
while Rakib lost to Abdu
Khaleg of Jamalpur. Miazid has
two and a half points and
Khaleq two points to his
credit.

The maich between 1990
champion Syed Tahmidur
Rahman of Biman and
Khalimullah Khan Kalam of
Dhaka Metro and that between
Dhaka Metro team mates Amir
Hossain and M R Haflz were in

at the time of Mling

will be held today.

BONN, May 3:
Dramatic late
kept Eintra-

cht Frankfurt and
VFB Stullgart
sl neck-and- in

the race for the German First
Division title on Saturday,

reports Reuter.

But Borussia Dortmund,
who had made up the leading
Triumvirate, lost precious
ground after just managing to
snatch a 2-2 draw at home to
Borussia Moenchengladbach.

Eintracht, seeking their
first championship for more
than 30 years, scored three
times in the last six minutes to
stay top with a 3-0 home vic-

tory over struggling Duisburg,
However, the Frankfurt

noons of the season.

With three rounds of the
championship remaining the
tightest title race for years
now looks unlikely to be de-
cided belfore the
May 16.

Eintracht's flamboyant, ci-

Enmohzl coach Dmlgohv

t day on

It's neck-and-neck in Bundesliga

Stepanovic was happy that his
team had kept cool under

"Ihnl;-ilwu to be a

“What is important is that
we stayed calm, tried every-
thing and were rewarded for
"

Eintracht look lavourites Lo
succeed because they seem lo
have the casiest run-in to the

championship.

But all three clubs have just
two days of rest before facin
awkward away games in a
programme of fixtures on
Tuesday evening.
must travel o
Moenchengladbach, Dortmund -
visit Wattenscheld and
Eintracht play at Karlsruhe.

SHEFFIELD, Eng-
land, May 3:
Jimmy White
celebrated his
30th birthday on
Saturday by reac-
hing the final of the World
Snooker Championship for the
fourth time, reports Reuter.

White completed a 16-7
semifinal win over Alan
McManus to set up a repeat of
the 1990 final against world
number one Stephen Hendry,
who had the day free after fin-
ishing off Terry Griffiths 16-4
Friday.

White and Hendry contest
the best of 35-frames final on
Sunday and Monday for a
150,000 pounds sterling
(dollar 265,000) first prize.

Hendry won the 1990 final \

18-12 but White, three time
runner-up, has a different
script planned this time.
Beaten 18- 16 by Steve Davis
in the 1984 final and 18-11 by
John Parrott in 1991, White
believes this {s his year to shed
the tag of being the most tal-

Ganaktuli annex
Bangabandhu
soccer

Sports Reporter

Ganaktuli Kishore Ekadash
won the Bangabandhu memo-
rial football tournament beat-
ing Russel Memorial Eleven by
a solitary goal in the final yes-
terday at the Outer Stadium.

The barefoot youngsters
from both sides played enter-
taining football but the more
experienced Ganaktuli boys
enjoyed an edge over their
opponents and their striker
Rumi scored the all- important
goal in the second half.

Italian b'ball

volini Pesaro upset Benetton
Treviso 99-88 in the opener of
the best -of-five finals of the

Italian League play offs, reports
AP.

his lead to 15-7 in Saturday's
opening session, which left
him requiring only one frame.

He took only 12 minutes to
finish the job and demolish
ideas of an All-Scottish final
between Hendry and
McManus.

"I'm wery h.lppzmnd{th all
parts ol game ‘'m go-
to l:tl:lﬂ:ur the final,” White
said. "1 its my fourth
time in the final and I've yet to
win one but I'm going to treat
it as though it's my first.”

“if 1 lose again, what Ive
achieved so far will count for
nothing. | know Stephen's
game inside-out, he knows
mine. We have 100 per cent
respect for each other.”

Judo coaching

Sports Reporter

The esh Judo and
Karate Federation has organ-
ised a coaching prograinme on
martial arts at the Dhanmondi
Indoor complex.

Experienced trainers will
impart coaching which will
feature separate arrangements
for the

Interested students, boys
and ﬂl have been advised to
see trainer and man-in-
charge at the um to
complete the entry formalities
by May 7 at any time between
4 and 8 pm, says a Bangladesh
Judo Karate Federation press
release.

Coaching camp
for lifters
Sports Reporter

‘White hopes to break the jinx

McManus, ranked 41st in
the world, said: "I'm not too
disappointed. In 10 minutes’
time | will have forgotien all
about t. It has been a great
tournament for me.

"Beating John Parrott 13-12
in the quarter-finals took a lot
out of me. Even Il | had beaten
Jimmy [ would have been
drained in the final.”

Hendry and White have met
2] times and the record is ex-
actly level. Each has won 10
times with one draw.

SA booters to
play Cameroon

JOHANNESBURG, May 3:
Cameroon, who captured the
imagination of the soccer
world by reaching the 1990
World Cup quarter-finals, are
to play three internationals
against South Alrica, reports
Reuter.

South African Football
Association general secretary
Solomon Morewa said on
Sunday the games — to usher
the country k into interna-
tional competition — would be
played tn Durban on July 7,
Cape Town on July @ and
Johannesburg on July 11.

“The contracts have been
signed .... Cameroon have un-
dertaken to bring their best
side to South Africa,” Morewa
said. "1 am very excited.”

Morewa said although
Cameroon, nicknamed
“Indomitable Lions,” would

FIFA. soccer's world
governing body, expelled
South rica 15 years

because of apartheid, but
ublic has appljed for re-
mission n the ht of
President F W de Klerk's
reforms.
FIFA 1s clﬁﬁ‘ to Inﬂ';
South Africa’s
read missfon in m‘m
3



