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Dhaka, Monday, May 4, 1992
Nothing would be more for the global
ection of environment and, for that matter,
the success of the Earth Summit scheduled
next month in Brazil than for the Untied States
and developing nations to get into an adverse

relationship. Unfortunately, scems to be hap-
pening in (wo different settings.

In Kuala r where the second Ministerial
Conference of Developing Countries on
Environment and Development has just ended,
the United States has rejected the setting up of a
new fund for this purpose, as proposed by the
conference, saying it preferred to work through
the existing mechanism, such as the Global
Environmental Facility (GEF). This mechanism,
operated by the World Bank, with funds provided
by industrialised countries, dispenses support for
sustainable development for the Third World. The
position taken by the Kuala Lumpur meeting is
that GEF would be inadequate to underwrite any
action plan that might be adopted by the Earth
Summit in Brazil. In this sense, some would say,
the Earth Summit would only be a conference
— perhaps a grand conference — without produc-
g‘: practical mechanism that can be put into

Meanwhile, at a conference in Paris, the
Untied States has refused to join the rest of the
industrialised west in accepting a treaty com-
mitment to stabilise the emission of “greenhouse
gases” at 1990 levels by the year 2000. On this
subject, Washington's position is that the pledge
IS unnecessary, since its own national pro-
gramme, now in force, has started achieving
“satisfactory” results. This position is challenged
by several other industrialised countries, the UN
experts and. of course, the Third World.

These developments cast a shadow over
prospects of the Earth Summit. Unless
Washington changes its views on the two issues —
namely, on the creation of a new fund for envi-
ronment and development and on the accep-
tance of a treatly commitment on the release of
gases which damage the ozone layer — its moral
position will be just indefensible as its political
one. After all, rich nations currently provide
about 0.3 per cent of their GNP, on average,
amounting to $ 50 billion a year as Official Deve-
lopment Assistance (ODA), when debt-ridden
Third World countries are forced to pay a great
deal more to developed nations only as interest
on their loans.

Whatever differences have cropped up between
some developing countries, led by Malaysia, and
industrialised nations at the Kuala Lumpur con-
ference, over the causes of pollution and the
sovereign rights of Third World countries to con-
serve and manage their own forest resources, the
issues involved must indeed'be treated as global
concerns. It is no longer the question of any su-
perpower assuming leadership in this "do or die”
battle for the planet. It is now very much a matter
of reaching a broad-based consensus involving all
nations,

Herein lies a challenge facing the United
Nations — most certainly its Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali — to make the Earth
Summit a success. Having won a measure of
credibility with the Untied States as well as with
other nations, rich and poor, the Secretary
General must treat it as a matter of the highest
priority. Instead of yet another pre-Rio
summit-style conference, Dr Ghali must hold pri-
vate and candid talks with leaders who hold the
key to the success of the Brazil meeting. If the
Egyptian-born diplomat cannot produce a con-
sensus through these informal consultations, he
should not look forward to the summit in Brazil
with any measure of optimism.
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Promoting Quality Films
While inaugurating the week-long Japanese

film festtval last Friday the Information Minister
Mr Nazmul Huda said that the government may
soon revive the practice of extending financial
grants for production of quality films. There are
two ways of reacting to such policies of the gov-
ernment. The first is to welcome it wholeheart-
edly. Given the nature of the market and the ob-
vious dearth of discriminat audience, some
sort of official support for art films is necessary.
The second is to be a bit hesitant, prompted
mainly by our experience of official support be-
hind creattve work, which seldom comes without
a price tag. While we fully appreciate the
Information Minister's intentions which, we are
all certain, are well above board. the possibility
cannot be overlooked that official flnancing may
well go against the artistic independence of the
quality film producers.

So why not follow another route to reach the
same goal. We would like to suggest that instead
of the government itself dishing out funds to this
or that film producer, it should create a fund or
an endowment, which will recetve money from
the public exchequer but will be managed inde-
pendently by the professionals — in this case the
film producers themselves — or better still by a
group of eminent artists, scholars, writers and, of
course, producers of quality films.

A less independent body to fund creative en-
deavours may end up making our artists hostage
in the hands of officialdom, subject to the politi-
cal currents of the day. Political governments,
however well intentioned, are under constant
pressure to appease their supporters. In fact
most often they have their very own groups
among artists .Wmmufmum,ﬂhnpm-

r such pressures
to be able to genuinely help the creative artists in
need of support, democratic governments else-

both cases by the parllament — as an useful means
to promote creative art {n all its branches. It

could be another
g = tﬂgg:lrn,fur'dcmocncy if

is true, the neon ts were

not correct.
Rickshaws were never banned,
it simply vanished. With more
income and modernisation.
there were ris pressure on
time. People not tolerate
such slow-moving transport

m“um“mw“muﬂuhuhhmmm

today .. About one million persons survive on the income from the rickshaws in Dhaka While 1 banned
hh““nhhmﬂhhhhﬂhhm“h”ﬂdﬁ:mnﬂ:
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have ac-
cess to private automobile.
“Taxis would then exist only
for the tourtsts like you.~ | lold
my frend

We were sirolling up the
sidewalk on our way to the
restaurant for dinner. Gtven
our Dhaka standards, 1t was
not yet the time for the
evening meal H was fun time,
in the midst of the Banghkokian

glory of rising per capita in
, the fMlood of tourists

optimism all around We could
vividly sense the ncon lights of

prosperity.

forget Dhaka _

in our
blood. Therefore 4he rising
number of cars on the Sflom
Road of Bangkok only re
minded us of the Dhaka streets
c with rickshaws only
cconomy Is virtually

it is

stagnant. Per capita income
has remained low at less than
one - fifth of Thal income :
It was almost hall of that In-
come in the early (1980
About one million persons sur
vive on the income [from the
rickshaws in Dhaka today

Eliminating them through reg-
ulations is simply throwing
dirt under the naive or
very simplistic attitudes to-
ward very complex problems.
It reminds one of the comic
character from the American
TV. Alfe, who decided to run
for the office of the American
President and when the
pressmen asked,” what will
you do with the homeless.” his
immediate reply was ‘every -
body would build his own

ing out.

E

nry

that there are atleast few
sand such eating places,
and small, and all of them
full of and food at
this hour of the night.

Overflow of food In the
restaurants and of cars on the
streets and everywhere neond
zed, somectimes in profusion of
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eon Lights of Prosperity Burn Bright
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the rity born
It m lemporary
in this world We, for our

sufferings, will be in MHeaven
and live happily everafter.”

China-Nepal Ties still Await General Thawing

Jan Sharma writes from Kathmandu
Although long handshakes and smiles were

IBET dominated the
first official visit to China
by Nepali Prime Minister

ful northern
been on
a firm and business-like foot-

As carly as last October, Mr
kofrala sent a of the
Chinese that Nepal not al-
low the Tibetan spiritual
leader-in-exile, the Dalat Lama,
to under-take any political ac-

Human rights actt

OLANDS ncw govern-

ment has declared war

on communism, and
Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria
have passed laws barring cx-
communisis ‘[rom political life
— yet ‘'decommunisation’ rema-
ins an clusive concept for the
struggling new dcmocracies.

This month over 300 intel
lectuals and politicians [rom
Central and castern Europe
gathered herc to discuss the
complex process of breaking
with their communist past and
what it means lo Lheir soct-
clics.

"Our purposc was lo pro-
mole a civiised conf{mntalion
of opposing vicws,” said
Aleksander Smolar, board
chairman ol the Stefan [Batory
Foundation which sponsored
the conference.

“In some sociclics, polilics
is not looking for Lruth. but
power and fighting and coali-
tion-building,” he said. “So in a
way, our aspirplion is to do the
very deep prcparatory work
from which political conccpts
can dcvelop.”

The two-day conlcrence at-
tracted various intclicctuals
including two Polish cx-prime
ministers, llungarian [rce
markect economists, [ormer
members of the human rights
group Charter 77 now part of
the Prague government, and
Catholic and Marxist sociolo-
gists and philosophers.

But the powerhouse cast
was not enough, with the par-
ticipants quickly rcalising that
the concept of 'decom-

I munisation' itsell is clusive.

address.
Session jam

Sir., A ncws in the paper of
April 21 is hcartening in the
midst of gloom all around. The
students of the new |st year of
BUET have demandced that
their classes should starl
forthwith. They have passcd
their H Sc¢ exam 2 ycars back
and have remained away from
classroom for 2 ycars! Thesc
arc the best years in the life ol
a person, Lhey arc at their cre-
ative best In carly 20s or late
teens. Bult the wrciched coun
try is deprived of the (ruits of
the labour of our young pcople
when the same (s nceded
most. Apparcntly It is no mal-
ter of concern o anyonc.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

Eh. that Mr Kotrala, who says
foreign policy s based on
the twin pillars of human
rights democracy, has
compromised his stand In
making that demarche with

&ﬂm Lama, general sec-
retary of the Nepal Buddha
Dharma Scewa Sangh, warned
the Prime Minister against
signing any agreement with
China that would be harmful to
Buddhist religion and culture.

He ted that the Dalai
Lama's visit to Nepal
in 1981 was cancelled

“because of the interference by
the Chinese Embassy. It was a
violation of human rights.”
Soon after arrivi in
Beijing, Mr Koirala his
Chinese hosts talked for over
:m“hﬂm--ﬂew
issuecs. A t communique
said: “The C side satled
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conspicuously missing, ties between Nepal

and her

mmmmu.hﬁ

an independent Tibet *

The Nepall side stated that
it understood the position of
the Chinese government and
reilerated that “Nepal has al
ways recognised that Tibet (s
an autonomous region of
China.”

Nepal also reaffirmed that it
"had not allowed and would
not allow Tibctans in Nepal to
engage in any anti-China polit-
ical activities in its sofl."

The Tibetan issue is sensi-
tive to the Chinese and to
Nepal which provides home to
several thousand Tibetans who
fled their country after the
Chinese takeover.

Kathmandu and Beijing
signed an economic and tech-
nical cooperation ment
under which Beijing would

provide a USS8 million grant
and help construct a cancer
in Nepal
traditional Chinese
enthusiasm for aid o Nepal is
lacking because of Betjings
own vast needs. However,
Chinese officials maintain that
does not mean China's overall
interest in Nepal will be one of

Most important than aid,
the contacts between Chinese
and Nepal's new democratic
leaders have just been estab-
lished.

“Let's not judge [Mendship
in terms of money.” Prime
Minister Kotrala told an atrport
press conference in Kathm-
andu soon afltler returning
home from Betjing.

Some analystsy link the visl-

ble absence of warmth In the
Chinese reception to

Everest issue, highligh
lhm;:.'.l_lud.’

close to tl'nmmm
:mcmm.

The weekly ripped open
the long settled Sino-Nepal
boundary question, including
that bearin upen the
mnlﬂ-ntynl' Everest.

Wi China return Mt
Everest 1o Nepal?” the news-
paper asked In its March 10
issue. It sald the authoritarian
regime overthrown in |
1990, "had given away of
Mt Everest and the Tin
plateau 10 China 1o seek t
Chinese support for the
(regime).”

The newspaper said the
1960 boundary treaty was
signed by taking advantage of
Nepal's political instability at
that time, and called for a
f[resh demarcation of the

Reborn Nations Exorcise Marxist Past

Docs decommunisation, for
cxamplec, mean a detlermined
programme to rid socicty of
communist {influcnce and
structure? Or is (L simply a by-
product of the process of
building a market-oricnied so-
cicty and altendanl democratic
structurcs?

Czechoslovakia has (ricd Lhe

first definition. Last November,
it adoplcd a law barring former

ranking communist party
mcembers or cx-sccurily agents
[rom posts in thc government,
army, state firms or schools for
ive ycars. Bulgaria passed a
similarlaw rceently.

Vaclav Benda, leader of
Czcchoslovakia's Christian
Democratic Party, said the ap-
proach has "absoluicly positive”
cllccls becausc groups domi-
nated by ex-communists are
becoming less clfective politi-
cally. "It {s not just an element
of justice but a defence against
the offensive of the former
communisis,” he said. |

Dana Ncmceova, a depuly in
the Czcchoslovak Fedceral
Parliament, was nol so sure.
Nemeova said the law has also
aflccled people who had long
ago broken with their commu-
nist past.

Lasl ycar, ten members of
Parliament were accused pub-
licly of being sccret police
agents or informers. Many re-

European ex-communist states are starting
to realise that throwing out the totalitarian
regimes in their countries is not equivalent
to de-communisation. Anne Olson of IPS

futed the charges, but said
they were unable to defend
themsclves in the hysterical
political climate.

While the ex-communist
stales share a lotalitarian past,
major dillerences cxisted
among cach counlry's commu-

reports from Warsaw.

tUROPE

nist regimes.
Poland's martial law period
in the early 1980's, for in-

stance, ncver came to the
harshness of the c gov-
ernment belore its s col-

lapsc in November 1989,
In a recent survey on expe-

ricnces ol pcople in
Czechoslovakia, Poland and
llungary, only eight percent of
rcspondents in Poland consid-
crod decommuntsation a major
nceessity, while about 80 per-

cent in Czechoslovakia
favourcd ft.
lfungarian participants

poinled instead to the problem
of rcsponsibility for crimes
commilled during the fll-fated
1956 uprising, when thou-
sands :ﬂd at the hands of
Sovict troops called in to crush
the revolt.

Only flive such cases have
been brought to trial, and the
number is unlikely to exceed
100. One Hungarian said de-
communisation was "an issue
created by political elites”,
adding that his people were far
more concerned with everyday
problems.

In Poland, where the pow-
crful influence of the Catholic
church helped Poles create
their own society within a
weak regime, the concerns

went back to abuses commit- |

ted during the Stalinist period
of the late 1040's and carly
1960's. |
Nevertheless, the Polish
Interior Ministry is drafling a
law that would weed out of
public office Poles who collab-
orated with the secret police.
The lcading party in the ruling

coalition, the Centre Allance,
is the author of the decommu-
nisation policy.

The measure is strongly
npr:wd by the Democratic
Lelt Alllance, Poland's re-
formed communists who have
the second-largest caucus in
Parliament.

its leaders argue that
Poland already has all the ex-
isting legislation needed to
bring to account those deemed
weorthy of punishment for
communist-cra crimes, but has
failed to use it.

"Decommunisation is very
safe for the new power elites
because they are directing

popular aggression towards

power group that lost,” said
Janusz kowski, a
who was one ol the re-
formists in the last sh
Communist Politburo.

Samolar said many Poles dg
not think any measures
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Morcover, the ald ossils of the
burcaucrats wilth vested intler-
esl seem Lo relish the siluation
when their own offsprings go
for education abroad and try (o
scille down in a foreign coun-
try to live a decadent life of
sceond elass eflizens. The so

called leaders arce no different.
The universily tcachers are
nlsn to be blamed for the situa-
tion In the universitics. It ap-
pcars that condition in BUET
is deterforating continuously
alter the departure of Dr M A
[Rashid [rom the scene. The
scificss dedication of the late
icacher could ercate an insti-
lullon of excmplary discipline
and superb quality which is a
far-off drcam now

A DBengall student has just
rcturned [rom Lhe USA aller

doing BS in Engg [rom a good
varsily. He tells me that his

classmates arc in 2nd ycar in
the BUET now !

A reader

Afghanistan

Sir, By the blessings of
Almighty Allah and sacrifices of
thousands of martyrs the fre-
edom in istan is there.
But it is a matter of regret and
pain that yet the issue is not
complelely solved. The differ-
ences among the Mujahedeen
leaders in fact hurt all Muslim
hearts around the world. It
scems that we shall have to
watch the civil war the
Mujahedeen go on, which in-
deed may be a plan of alien ex-
ternal forces for the disinte-

gration of Afghanistan.
It is a matter of great con-

cern that why leaders of the
Mujahedeen, instead of shed-

their
thinking only

petty difference and
about unity and
establishment of an Islamic
state — which was the main

ding

reason of all Mu n —
should lock in a fratricidal
conflict after the war against
the autocrat is over. -

It is advisable that to solve
this conflict, Islamic leaders
should come forward, espe-
cially that of Iran and Pakistan
who both hosted millions of
the Mu , play an effec-
tive role in mitigating the dif-
ference among the Mujahe-
deen factions.

It is also my appeal to the
Afghan brethren that they
should not forget the main
Eh'lelpk that they are fighting

forty years i.e. the soverei-
gnty of their country. Any

mistake may be unforgivable by
the ty Allah, the mar-

tyrs their orphans and
widows.
Seyed Rahim Ashnakhah

An Iranian student of BUET

e

Large enterprises

Sir, The public sector Mac-
hine Tools Factory of Pakistan
is supplying a sugar mills
mac to BSFIC while they
carlier supplied the Natore
Sugar mill. But the Bangladesh
Machine Tools Factory is
failing to pay the wage bill to
employees regularly while its
sale volume during 91-92 is far
less than the compensation to
employees. The above two
news items were published in
the local dailies in March '92.

The giant Machine Tools
Factory was set up after libera-
tion as we chanted slogans of
disparity during Pakistani days.
Besides, Karachi Shipyard is
building ocean-going ships for

Shipping Corpora-
tion while Chittagong Dry Dock
is losing since its start up. A
llﬂ&ﬂf 1000 DWT is yet to be
built at Chittagong Dry Dock
tho

it has a urﬂa to

bufld ships of 16, or
-

it is evident that our

learned professors who played

|
i WAl pleei
ing 72-75 or so.
Sadiq Alee



