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Ferry service
normal

The Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Corporation
(BIWTC) Sunday said that
normal operation of ferries in
Aricha-Nagarbari-Daulat dia,
Sirajgan]-Bhuapur and Maoa-
Charjanajat sectors had been
continuing despite enhance-
ment of ferry charges. A total
of 740 heavy vehicles including
trucks and private and BRTC
buses were transported by the
ferries since Sunday morning

peacefully, reports BSS.

EEC envoys host
lunch for Hasina

Ambassadors of the EEC
countries in Bangladesh hosted
a lunch in honour of Awami

League President and
Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina Sunday. British

Ambassador Collin H Imray,
French Ambassador Serge
Degallaix, Belgium Ambassa
dor Xavier R R Van Migem,
Netherland Ambassador
Henricus Gajentaan, German
Charge d Affairs Roland Grale,
Councillor at Dannish Embassy
J Peter Pederson and EEC
mission head J Railly attended
the luncheon at the residence
of the French Ambassador,

reports UNB.

30 injured in
bus plunge

CHANDPUR, May 3: At least
30 people were injured, six of
them seriously, when a bus
plunﬂﬂlnh a roadside ditch
on C pur-Comilla highway
today. Witnesses and police
said the Chandpur bound bus

coming from Comilla with 50
passengers on board, UNB.
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' Masood wants 'a progressive

modern' Afghanistan

NEW DELHI, May 3:
Commander Ahmed Shah
Masood, Defence Minister in
the Afghan Mujahideen coun-
cil, has said that he would like
Alghanistan 1o be a pw
modern state, reports PTI

"My model for my state is
not lran,” commander Masood
said in an interview published
by the Karachi- based English
daily "Dawn.”

He said “we are not funda-
mentalist but we want to run it
as an Islamic state where
Shariah is the law.”

Asked about the relations
with India, commander
Masood said these would have
to be viewed in the context of
New Delhi's continued and
strong support for the previous

government.
He was angry about Pakist

an's encouragementl (o the
Alghan lundamentalist leader,
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar.

But for Pakistan s support,
there would be no threat from
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the
Dawn quoted him as saying

The interview was con:
ducted at Charikar, about 60
km north of Kabul, just before
he left for the Alghan capital
last week

Former Pakistan premier,
MS Benazir Bhutto, meanwhile
described the installation of
the Mujahideen council in
Kabul as a “victory” of the Tajik
commander Ahmad Shah
Masood and "not that of the
Islamabad rulers.”

"Had the victory been
achieved with the efforts of
Pakistani rulers, then its rep-
resentatives who recently vis-

— B

r '

ited Kabul would not have been
attacked with rockets there,’
Ms Bhutto sald while address
ing rally at Bela, about 70 kms
from Karachi, on Salurday

Ms Bhutto asked the
Pakistan government not Lo
interfere in the internal affairs
of Alghanistan.

Meanwhile, the Awam|
National Party (ANP) leader,
Wali Khan has said that the
stage is set for the returm of
Zahir Shah, the deposed king
of Alghanistan

In an interview in
Peshawar, Khan said that big
powers and the tussle ol the
Afghan leaders had created an
atmosphere in Kabul in which
no one other than Zahir Shah
could restore peace

AFP [rom Kabul
Gulbuddin
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Gulbuddin Hekmatyar (centre) stands with members of his militia yesterday in Sekhva, 34

miles off Kabul where he met with journalists and said if the new
Uzbek mili%; 5 »m the Afghan capitel within two or three days he would resume gttackson
. Kabul. o s A v ' _1FP p&m '

e

govt does not remove the

]

communist

threatened to resume his at-
tacks on Kabul f the new
I slamic ment does not
remove Urbek miltia from the
streets of the city within two

to three days.

Hekmatyar Saturday, saild the
bitter rival of northern
Mujahideen commander
Ahmed Shah Masood had re-
cetved them 55 kilometers (34
mites] south of Kabul, and told
them his artillery was already
capable of hitting the city

The Uzbek militia, com
manded by General Abdul
Rashid Dostam, were at the
forefront of last week's fight by
the new government to keep
Hekmatyar out of the city

The journalists saild

Hekmatyar appeared ready to
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Former Afghan
Chief Justice
found dead

KABUL,
Afghanistan's lurm:r Chlrf
Justice was found dead today,
his face and chests riddled
with bullets, while a pecond
minister has been abducted
and’ is still missing, official
sources said, reports Reuter.

The sources told reporters
that former Chiefl Justice
Karim Shardan was taken from
his home by three armed men
on Saturday evening. His body.
showing signs of torture, was
found the next moming.

Former Civil Awviation
Minister Wadir Safi was also

abducted on Satu cvening
and s still missing. the
sources said.

Specaking in Shardans

home where women could be
heard wailing, the sources said

that two nights ago unidenti
fied men tried to kidnap Abdul
Quddus Ghorbandi, a leading
members the formerly
atan party
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Five office chambers includ-
ing that of Tarigqul Islam,
Minister for Social Welfare and
Women's Affairs in the
Bangladesh Secretariat were
found ransacked yesterday
moTTing.

The incident was first no-

The other rooms btbnl to
Enamul Huq., Secretary,
Ministry of Women's Affairs,
his private secretary, private
secretary to the minister and
assistant secretary (adminis
tration) of the Women Affairs
Ministry

To the surprise of many
the alleged intruders did not
steal any valuables like clocks,
typewriters from these rooms

But, eyewitnesses said that all

Minister’s chamber
ransacked

By Special Correspondent

12 PAGES: PRICE TAKA 4.00

papers and flles in those
rooms were scattered all over
the floor and it seemed that
the intruders were looking for
some important documents or
files.

Sources close to the
Ministry of Social Welfare and
Women's Affairs told The Daily
Star that the way the intruders
ransacked the rooms was sur-
prising and that it became
cléar they were looking for
some important papers. "But
the ministry has no papers
worth stealing” they :p*-lppld

On recetving information a
police team led by the SP of
city Special Branch Suman
Shahid visited the places of
occurrence and h lengthy
discussions with ministry offi-
clals.
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‘Modernise agric ulture;-

PM urges scientists

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister HBegum
Khaleda Zia Sunday called for
increased resecarch In the
country s agricultural sector to
evolve appropriate cropping
patterns 0 maximise produc

thon.

Addressing the prize giving
ceremony of the President's
Award for Agricultural

Development lor the Bangla
years 1305 and 1396 at the
International Conference
Centre, she also advocated for
the modernisation and mech-
anisation of the country's
farming system.

"Agriculture has to be up
dated . the age-old farming
sysicm is no more competent
to cater o the needs of the in
creasing population,” Begum
Zia told the function.

Achieving stability in agri-
culture have a positive
tmpact on overall economy

of the country, she pointed out
referring to the agro-based
economy of the country which
contributes nearly of the
national production and em-
ploys three fifths of the total

r

IK: President s Award for
1396 Included two gold, seven
silver and 51 bronze medals
while for 1396 two gold, 10
silver and 75 bronze medals
for outstanding performances
in the field of agriculture. The
award winners also received
cash prizes, Taka 10,000 with
the gold and Taka 5000 with
the silver medals and certifi-
cates.

The President's Award for
Agricultural Development was
introduced in 1980 o accord

 national itlon and en-
courage the farming commu-
nity.

Outcome of probe to decide

NCL’s restructuring

By Inam Ahmed and Sohel Manzur

The appeal of the National
Credit Limited (NCL) to con-
vert it into a scheduled bank
might be considered only if
the present inquiry exonerates
it of malpractices or viclation
of rules.

This was stated by Finance
Secretary Nasimuddin Ahmed
yesterday while talking to The
Daily Star.

The Finance Secretary fur-
ther said that the NCL was un-
der pressure from its clients
and it had no other option but
to restructure itself.

The matter, however, was
entirely dependent on the
ma ment of the NCL, he
said, adding that the

esh Bank was conduct-
ing audit and investigations
into the NCL's financial deal-
ings and (ts .

He said t at present the
Bangladesh Bank did not have
enough materials to lodge a
case or complaint against the
NCL.

But the investigation report
would be finalised soon, he
sald adding that the matter of
considering the proposals of
the NCL might come only after
it was proved to be fair in its

The Finance Secretary,

further said that the matter of
amending banking laws was
under examination by the
ministry concerned.

According to sources, a
three-day audit and a criminal
investigation into the NCL
started Sunday.

Mecanwhile, the NCL main-
tained some transactions
Sunday refunding the deposiis
of the clients in limited
amounts. NCL sources said the
pressure of clients for sudden
withdrawal of their deposits
resulted in the crisis of the
company.

Meanwhile, none of the ab-
sconding Directors of the
Bangladesh Commerce and
Iinvestment Ltd (BCI) was ap-
prehended till Sunday.

Sources close to the BCI
said that all the directors were
in the city and some of them
also maintained contacts with
the officials of the company.

At present, the amount in
deposits of different govern-
ment organisations with the

BC! has been estimated to be
Taka 25 crore.

Sources said that the organ
isations inclyded
Untversity Grants Commission
(UGC), National Curriculum
and Textbook Board (NCTBB),

the

Power Development Board
(PDB), Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC),
Khulna Municipal Corporation,
Khulna University, Wagf State,
Khulna Cables, and the official
liquidator of the High Court

The deposits had been
maintained violating govern-
ment directives not to main-
lain accounts with any non-
banking institution.

Bangladesh Bank in 1989
issued a circular to all govern-
menl podies not to maintain
such accounts.

According to sources 15 di-
rectors of the BCI withdrew
Taka 40 crore from the com-
pany on September 30, 1991.
Moreover, the MD of the BCI,
Mustalizur Rahman and his
family members withdrew an-
other 50 crore leading to the
liquidity crisis in the company.

The breakdown of the
amounts taken as loan by the
directors is as follows : MG
Quddus, Taka 5.26 crore, KM
Habib Zaman, 5.04 crore,
Salech Ahmed Bhuiyan, 60.51
lakh, Abdul Jalil, 69.61 lakh,
Farid Akhtar, 1.75 crore, Alhaj
A Matin, 51.17 lakh, Kazi
Ashrafuddin, 9.02 crore,
Mahbubur Rahman, 1.27 crore,

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Public notice on
money found

at Ershad’s

residence

By Staff Correspondent

The third Sub-Judge Court
of Dhaka Sunday served a pub-
lic notice for people willing to
be parties in the case involving
monecy recovered from the res-
idence of deposed President H
M Ershad.

The notice came out in a
mass circulated vemnacular
daily, asking people to be

| party to the trial which begins

May 7.

The former acting
Secretary General of Jatiya
Party A B M Shahjahan, filed
the case at the court as plain-
tiff secking decree of posses-
sion of Tk two crore on
February 2 last yegr

The money stashed (n
trunk at the residence of the
deposed President was confis-
cated by a recovery committee
of the government after the fall
of Ershad regime.

Shahjahan, now the Joint
Secretary General of Jatiya
Party, told the Daily Star that
he saw the court notice Sunday
afternoon and would discuss
with the Acting Chairman of
the Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury and present
Secretary General Shah
Moazzem today for party deci-
sion on appearance at the
court.

-

Sarawak will continue logging

From Chapol Bashar

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3:
Despite pressure from Western
environmentalists, Malaysia's
biggest state Sarawak will
stick to sustainable logging in
its tropical rainforests.

However, the logging would
be done on selective basis and
it would be gradually reduced
by 1995,

The logging policy of
Sarawak was explained by
State's Chief Minister Tan Sri
Abdul Taib Mahmud on
Thursday. He was to a
group of journalists from Asia-
pacific countries including

h in Sarawak's capi-
tal Kuching.

The Chiel Minister coun-
tered Western environmental-
ists’ anti-logging campaign
against Malaysia and said that
his country is commitied to
sustainable nt of its
forests and 1s g steps to

conserve as much of its forests
as possible.

Sarawak produces most of
the Malaysia's tropical timber
which is about million cubic
metires an . Sarawak earns
about 1360 million US dollars
a year by exporting the timber.

For quite sometime,
Malaysia has been facing severe
criticism for its logging iIn
Sarawak from some Western
Non -Governmental
Organisations (NGOs).

The NGOs termed the log-
ging in Sarawak's tropical
rainforest an act of deforesta-
tion causing harm to world en-
vironment. They say that
Sarawak's tropical forests be-
long to the world.

The NGOs have also been
campaigning for a boycott on
the import of timber from
Sarawak and a ban on the use
of tropical timber.

There -are about 10 resolu-
tions against Sarawak pending
in the US Congress and at least
two resolutions against
Sarawak's logging had been
passed in the European
Parllament.

The European Commission,
however, had refused to Im-
plement the resolutions.

The Sarawak Government
has already taken actions to
counter the anti-logging cam-
lesirr:-.lh the Central
Government of Malaysia and
the State Government of
Sarawak have strengthened
thetr efforts in this regard and
waged a counter-campaign to
protect their timber industry.

At the Kuching meeting
with foreign journalists, the
Sarawak Chiel Minister said,
“Western environmentalists,
who feel that Sarawak's tropi-

cal rainforests belong to the
world, should act rﬂpunﬂhly
by getting their facts right.*

He said that {f Sarawak's
forests belong to the waorld,
then the world should also act
responsibly towards Malaysia.

The Chiel Minister said that

Sarawak had more reasons to
look after its forests as it had
to ensure the State would be
able to derive revenue from its
timber perpetually and provide
employment for its people.

He told newsmen that

in Sarawak was re-

mnmndmdmtmﬂy because the

government could manage a
systematic timber industry

Tl";e Chiefl Minister said the
belief that Sarawak's system of
sclective felling of trees was
destroying the environment
was not true. [t was In fact

See Page 12 Col 7

L A police urge troops
to stay 4 more days

LOS ANGELES, May 3: Los
Angeles police chiefl Daryl
Gates on Sunday called for fed-
eral troops to stay in the
streets for up to four more
days as weary residents of
America's second largest city
began cleaning up from three
days of the worst rloting in US
hlstnqr reports AP.

presence of po-
lkx and military will continue
until peace has been restored,
Gates said on the weekly CBS
network programme, Face the
Nation.

"l would hope that we can
go through the next three or
four days with these troops
here on the streets in a
peaceful mode,” he said.

The dusk-to-dawn curfew
will remain in effect until "we
have two or three days of total
peace,” he said, adding that
the city has been peaceful for
the last two days.

Soldfers continued to patrol
the city and guard fire-gutted
and ransacked stores a day af-
ter President Bush formally
declared America's seccond-
largest city and its environs a
disaster arca.

At least 44
killed, includin thrl'.'t people
added to the toll by the coro-
ner's office Sunday. An addi-
tional 2,116 were injured in
the riots triggered by

ple were

Wednesday's acquittal of four
white policemen charged with
assault in the beating of black
motorist Rodney King.

The death toll surpassed
the 43 that occurred during
the 1967 Detroit riots, which
had been the bloodiest US ur-
ban uprising. Damage esti-
mates totalled dirs 550 mil-

Hon.
Aside from a northeast Los

Angeles commercial building
fire whose cause was unknown,

calm prevailed in Los Angelés
Saturday night

Earlier story on page 8

Bangladeshis
in USA safe

All the Bangladeshis living
in riot-torn Los Angeles and
other cities in USA, are sale, a
Foreign Office spokesman said
in Dhaka Sunday when his at-
tention was drawn to the anxi-
ety of relatives of those living
there, reports BSS.

The spokesman said, "we
are alert to the situation”,

Asked if he had any infor-
mation of either any death or
injury to any Bangladeshis, he
replied in the negative.

"We are in touch with our
missfon there and there is
nothing to worry about
Bangladeshis living In Los

Angeles,” he said.

Dhaka keen to develop
food security system .

From M J Zahedi, Star Special Correspondent

KARACH], May 3 : Begum
Khaleda Zia has said that her
government gave priority to
accelerated and sustainable
¢conomic development with
focus on human resources de-
velopment, punlclpltnr_\r plan-
ning, women's participation
and alleviation.

She made these remarks in
an interview with a Pakistan
mlﬂ“ whose report has

published today in the
Lahore daily, The Nation.

The Bangladesh Prime
Minister said that the core ob-
jective of the economic devel-
opment programme of her
government was to provide ba-
sic needs to the poor, with
particular emphasis on food
security [dal-bhaat).

This would be achieved, she
said, by development of the

agricultural sector by at least
3.6 per cent per annum, In-
creased expenditure on the
social sector with focus on
achieving universal primary
education by 1995, develop-
ment of the manufacturing
sector at about nine per cent
per annum, and development
of social and physical infras-
tructure at a rate of over five
cent.

She added that #ecen-
tralised participatory devel-
opment would be encouraged
in the case of local level plan-
ning to promote social em-
powerment, human resources
development and mobflisation
nl' hml resources at the grass-

Z.I-uidt}-lmn
-wa be brought in the main-
See Page 12 Col 7 .

| Zainul Abedin

stolen

Seventeen paintings of Shil-
pacharya Zainul Abedin were
stolen from “Zainul Abedin
Sangrahashala” at Saheb Quar-
ter area of Mymensingh town

Saturday
Deputy Commissioner of

Mymensingh told UNB owver
telephone that about five
armed miscreants lrespassed
the gallery at the dead of night
and decamped with the paint-
ings

The thieves reportedly
bound the gnlh'y’: gu-rd with
& rvpr durk#
A total 70 paintings al'
the were kept at
the gallery at hl- hometown.

Farooq Sobhan
new HC to India

Additional Foreign Sec-
retary Far Sobhan was
Sunday named as the
new High Commissioner to
India, reports BSS,

i, Sobhan

A career di

carlier »se as couniry’s
Ambassador to Malaysia and
Chana,

He also served as Deputy
Permanent Representative in
the mission to the
United Nations at New York
when he acled as the
Chatrman of the "G-77".

Hefore becoming Additional
Foreign Secretary in 1991,
Sobhan served as Bangladesh
envoy to China from August
I1987 o October 1991 with
concurrent accreditation to
Democratic People's Republic
of Korea and Democratic
Kampuchea

Born in 1940, Sobhan had
his BA [(Hons) from Dhaka
University and MA [rom
Oxfofd

He joined
Service In 1964

3 Left parties
hold joint
congress today

By Nurul Kabir

Three lefi-leaning political
partics of the country will hold
a joint congress today for
merging into a single party.

The parties are Workers
Party of Bangladesh, United
Communist League and
Bangladesher Sammaybadi Dal.

The joint congress to be
held at the auditorfum of the
Engineers Institute
is likely to give a call for a
broader left unity.

According to sources, the
new to emerge through
the joint conference will be
named Workers Party of
Bangladesh (WPB).

Amal Sen of the Communist
League and Rashed Khan
Menon MP of the Workers
Party are likely to be made
President and Secrectary
General of the new party.

An 11-member ltlnding
committee — six from the
Communist League, four from
the Workers Party and one
from the Sammaybadi Dal —
would be formed at the
congress as the policymaking
body of the new party while a
90-member central committee
would be constituted to run
the party, sources said.

About five hundred dele-
gates representing more than
one hundred units of \the par-
ties are expected to attend the

Sce Page 12 Col 4

the Foreign

One more JP
leader held

By Staff Correspondent

Kamrunnessa Nilu, a central
leader of Jatiya P was ar-
rested from her Mohamma
dpur residence early Sunday
and was brought on two-day
police remand.

Mohammadpur Police ar-
rested the JP from her
residence at 2/8 Nurjahan
Road at about 6 am and -
duced her before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court

The court granted her two-
day police remand for interro-
gation.

According to police
Kamrunnessa Nilu was charged
with anti- government activi-
thes.

Times-Bangla Trust
being reconstituted

The Times-Bangla Trust is
being reconstituted, it wap

jearnt here last night, reports

HSS,
As a result, an official

e "”i"&:.'”u...a
tee
will -Jt- function with



