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May Day
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mmm will publish ar
ticles the signifi
cance of the d.yn' .

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas in a message on the eve
of the historic May Day said
that the day was enlightened
with great inspiration to
recognise the ty of labour,
ensure rights of wiling masses
and human :

The Pres t emphasised
on carrying out hard labour,
maintaining austerity and pur-
suing a prospective economic
policy tv butld up a sound na
tlonal economy.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and leader of the
Opposition in the Parllament
Sheikh Hasina in scparate

also underscored the
ance of the day.

Khaleda Zia will address a
public rally today Jointly
organised by BNP and its
labour front Sramik Dal at
Gazipur Chandana high school
premises at 3 pm to mark the
h!il'ml-lkl'i Hastina will address
a public rally today at 3 pm
near Nabisco Biscuit al
T n marking the day.

ur wing of Awami League
Jatiya Sramik League will or-
the

rally.

Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ) and
Dhaka Union of Journalisis
(DUJ) will jointly hold a dis-
cussion at the Jattya Press Club
at 4 pm.

A joint rally will be held in
front of the Press Club at 10
pm by Jatlya Garments Sramik
Federation, Jattya
Sramik Federation and Srama
Bikash Kendra.

Sarak Paribahan
Sramik Federation will hold a
rally at Fulbaria Bus Terminal
at 10am.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in observance of the
day will hold a discussion
meeting and a musical pro-
gramme at 4 pm at the
academy auditorfum. The mu-
sical programme will be
participated by artists [rom
Udichi artists group, JASAS,
academy artists and others.

The Labour Directorate of
the Labour and Manpower
Ministry has organised a semi-
nar on ‘May Day’ at BCIC audi-
torfum at 9.30 am. Jatiya
Sramik Party will hold a rally
at Munnujan Textile Mills
maidan at 3 pm.

Bangladesh Khelafat Majlish
will hold two separate rallies at
Tongi and Damra today while
Islamic Foundation Bangladesh
will hold a seminar on 'Rights,
Responsibility and Duty of
Workers in Islam’ at its audito-
rfum at 5-15 pm.

Bangladesh ex-cadels asso-
clation and Dantoshsa
Sangathan will jointly hold a
discussion meeting and a vol-
untary blood donation pro-
gramme at the gymnasium of
Motijheel colony.

Bangladesh Trade Union
Sangha (Nirdalya) will hold a
rally at Bangabandhu avenue at
4 pm. Dhaka University
Students Union (DUCSU) will
hold a seminar on ‘May Day’ at
the TSC at 4 pm today.

Leader of different political
and social organisations
Thursday delivered their mes-

to the workers commu-
nity wishing their peace, pros-
perity and establishment of
labour rights.

Bangladesh Communist
Party. Bangladesh Samajtantrik
Dal. Samajtantrik Sramik
Front, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
WJSD] Rab, JSD-Inu, in their
message denounced the gov-
ernment for its decision of
workers retrenchment.

Jattya Sramik Party, Jamaat-
e-lslami Bangladesh and other
organisations expressed their

support for the workers
movement.
Ban sh Krishak Sramik

Mukti Andotan will hold a rally
at Tongl today. The Andolan
will also hold a discussion
meeting at its central office at

Ha h Jana Parishad
will hold a discussion meeting
at the ‘s central office at
Siddeswari at 4 pm.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Thursday under-
Bred the need for maintaining
cordial relationship between
owners and workers to help
achieve one of major targets of
the present government in at-
taining the overall welfare of
the workers of the country.
reports BSS.

In a message on the eve of
historic May Day. the Prime
Minister said the great May
Day is being observed in a new
atmosphere this time. Now a
democratic government is re-
sponsible for running the
eountry , she pointed out. |

Awami League Chicl and
Leader of the ition in the
Jatlya Sangsad Shetkh Hasina
Thursday called for taking a
pledge to fulfil the basic needs
of the working class and estab-

class.

Referring 1o the condition
of the working class In
Bangladesh, the Awami League
chief said closure of mills and
factories and retrenchment
have made their life miserable.

L
I

i o - b R -
Al S, o
A village woman streadling a treadle pump.
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Treadle pump : A beacon of hope

Dr K A Manzur never
dreamt that his 6.6 acrcs of
highland in Savar could ever
be manually I

The arid nd, locally
known as “tangor”, is 40 feet
above the ground water table
and is seasonally washed by
monscon rains. But after the
rainy days it is Eliot's "waste
land “ come-true.

On Thursday the bone-dry
plot of land of Dr Karim soaked
water from a deep set treadle
pump. a locally invented and
developed pump considered to
be a major b ugh in the
country’s agriculture irrigation.

Now, with the water gush-
ing out of the deep-dug pump,
Dr Manzur is ready to start
farming his once-dry-in-winter
land.

The treadle pump is a foot-
operated irrigation pump
which works on the suction
mode. It has a double-piston
cylinder with foot valve. two
bamboo treadles, a bamboo
frame and a PVC pipe to lift
ground walter.

International Development
Enterprise (IDE), a Swiss-
funded non govermment organ-
isation. is the developer of the
treadle pump which earlier
could only Ilift from shallow
ground waler table.

Treadle pump is the brain-
child of a eshi in re-
sponse to his country's recur-
rent pangs— drought and
famine. Narendra Nath Dev.. a
farmer of Ulipur Upazila in
Kurigram district first con-
cetved the pump which was
further developed by Rangpur-
Dinajpur Rural Services
(RDRS), a leading NGO in

. Later, the IDE de-
veloped another version of the
pump with deep water lifting

capacity.

NCL
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tions of measures to be im-
plemented in case NCL goes
into red.

Depositors, who wanted to
withdraw money from NCL
yesterday, were refused by dil-
ferent NCL branch executives.

NCL sources said the depos-
itors, gripped by panic. have
withdrawn more than Taka 23
crore [rom the company dur-
ing the last one month.

People maintaining [ixed
deposit account with NCL were
told that the sh Bank
has instructed not to allow en-
cashment of the same.

Allegations against both BCI
and NCL were surfacing for the
last few months of violating the
rules under which permission
was accorded to them in 1985,

Bangladesh Bank permitted
the establishment of NCL as an
investment company.

The bank suggested some
functions be undertaken by the
company and imposed some
restrictions.

The functions included
making advances or loans ef-
ther from own equity or by
borrowing within the country
or by syndication of foreign ex-
change loan, undertaking
technical, economic and finan-
cial feasibility studies of the
projects on behalf of its clients
and providing managerial,
technical and administrative
personnel and services.

The major restrictions were
the company would not accept
any deposits, or handle l/c
business or wage earners re-
mittance. The company was
also not allowed to open iIn-
vestor's account or issue unit
truslL

Meanwhile, BC1 depositors
assoclation held a rally
Thursday in front of the BCI
head office and later submitted
a memorandum to the
Governor of : Bank.

The association demanded
white paper on BCI and assur-
ance by the government of
getting back their deposits.

Mahathero back
home

Bishuddananda Mahathero,
President Bangladesh Bouddha
Kristi Prachar Sangha, re-
turned to the country after
treatment in Bangkok.

reports BSS,

By Masud Hasan Khan

With addition of the new
model. the country's [rag-
mented agricultural land, the
unproductive rural work foree
and the water resource could
be optimally utilised. promot-
ers of the decp-sct pumps
hope.

Besides. the new innovation
would bring the vast unproduc-
tive high lands of the country
under {rrigation facilities.

IDE. based in Denver, USA
is working iIn Bangladesh
since 1984 for establishing vi-
tal private sector commercial
organisations to serve the
nceds of the small. marginal
and the landless farmers of the
country.

“It is a franchise . . . it's like
Honda, Toyota cars for the
poor people.” says IDE's coun-
try director Willtam H
Derrenger explaining the use
of the new version of the pump
to a group of newsmen who
visited a demonstration site at
Savar. The cost of a deep set
treadle pump would not go

The IDE director says that
the pump would help form a
productive partnership be-
tween the wealthy farmer with
unproductive land and the ea-
ger sharecroppers crealing
employment opportunities o
thousand rural families.

According to Derrenger,
there are some 6.5 million
families in the country with
plots of land too small to pro-
vide anything other than bare
subsistence — the people
whose lives precariously de-
pend on rains or functions of
the tubewell.

The deep set model of the
treadle pump. which lift up to
20 gallons of water per minute
. would also help the share-
croppers to orchestrate their

own agenda ol farming — pro-
ducing diversified crops

According to the IDE dirce
tor, there are some 700 000
traditional model of the trea
dle pumps in the country

An IDE study on the utility
of the new model, shows that a
tenant farm f[amily can earn
more than 386 thousand Taka a
year on one third of an care of
land, after all expenses are
paid .

AL present. the IDE is doing
a bit of hand-shake job, under
the brand name “Krishak
Bandhu"(farmer's friend), with
some 75 manufacturers. 6000
dealers and 10,000 fitters, or
“mistrs’

Since 1984, the organisa-
tion has invested on behall of
Canadian CIDA and the Swiss
Development Cooperaltion
about 1,500,000 dollar for de
velopment and dissemination
of the technology.

A BIDS report on the pro-
ductive value of the treadle
pump says that the country s
landless people alone,
equipped with the treadle
pump. can produce 50 per
cent of Bangladesh's food grain
requiremenits

IDE has also sent this
Bangladesh innovation across
the border. The organisation
operales similar programmes
in India, Nepal. Vietnam and
Brazil where initial response to
introduction of the pump was
“very exciting” according to
Derrenger.

As the curious rural people
of the nearby Savar villages
close in to watch in awe, four
kids begin streadling the deep
set pump. Derrenger says, "It's
the world's only baby pump
run by the babies” — a spark to
re-ignite a roaring flame.

OIC : refugees
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Senegal. Turkey. Kuwalit,
Cameroon and Egypt based in
Riyad Papa Abdou Cisse, Ali
Tygan. Abdourahman Al Bakar,
Mohammad Labarang and Fethi
Shazli respectively and Charge
d'Affaires of Palestine Mustala
Hashim Sheikh Dib -

Dr Hamid also referred to
the role of Begum Zia in the
OIC summit and said it was
commendable and the repre-
sentative members of OIC were
impressed with her delibera-
tions. The Secretary General of
the OIC recalled the contribu-
tion of late President Ziaur
Rahman towards strengthen-
ing the OIC and saild the organ-
isation would always support
Bangladesh in its soclo-eco-
nomic development pro-
gramme.

Partictpating in the discus-
sion the Ambassador of
Senegal conveyed Begum Zia
the good wishes of President
Abdul Dioul. The Ambassador
appreciated the diplomatic el
forts which led to the signing
of the agreement with the
Myanmar authorities under
which the Rohingya refugees
would go back to their homes.
Other Ambassadors also appre-
ciated the Bangladesh's eflorts

in this regard.
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said that

Bangladesh gave shelter to the
Myanmar refugees on humani-
tarian ground and tried to pro-
vide them succour and relief as
best as it could despite the
country’s resource constraints.
Begum Zia conveyed her
wishes to the President
of Senegal and thanked him
for sending OIC mission to
Bangladesh to see plight of
Mayanmar Muslims. She said
that Bangladesh always gave all
support to OIC for functioning
of the organisation effectively.
Begum Zia mentioned that
ICTVTR. a very distinguished
institute located in
Bangladesh, needed financial
assistance and support from
OIC member countries.

The Secretary General as-
sured the Prime Minister that
his organisation was giving due
attention to this problem and
three member countries had
already sent their contribution

in this regard. He hoped that
the problems of financial con-
straints of the institution
would be overcome shortly.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman and
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Syed Hasan
Ahmed were present on the
occasion.

The visiting Secretary
General of the Organisation of
Islamic Conference. Dr Hamid
Al-Gabid, called on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas at
Bangabhaban Thursday.

Departure

OIC Secretary General Dr
Hamid Al-Gabid left Dhaka
Thursday for Saudi Arabia at
the end of a three-day visil to
Bangladesh.

Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman and Heads of Missions
of OIC member states saw him
off a1 the Zia International
Alrpurt.

~ SC grants
Ershad's petition
for appeal

The Appellate Division ol
the ?;Jfrrtm Court yesterday
granted former President H M

Ershad's IPCHH-UT‘I sccking leave
to appeal aguinst thtnfudgt-

ment of the High Court
Division which declared the
detention order against him as
valid, reports BSS.

Barrister Raflg-ul-Huq. the
counsel of Ershad, argued that
the High Court Division had
committed fillegality In
upholding the order of deten-
tion against H M Ershad.

Huq submitted that the
High Court Division did not
discharge its responsibility, as
provided in Article 102 of the
Constitution. He further said
that the High Court Division
had acted f{llegally in holding
that once an order of deten-
tion passed by the President
cannot be challenged in the
court of law.

On behalfl of the govern-
ment, Attorney General Aminul
Huq argued that whatever ob-
servation may contain in the
judgement of the High Court
Division it would not invalid
the detention of the tetanus
since it was based on cogent
grounds, he added.
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of knowledge and science and
tech there is no alterna-
tive to education. she said.

Begum Zia said “education
is considered an essential In-

t in poverty alleviation
and health services and hy-

The Prime Minister said
her government had accorded
the highest priority to educa.
tion in accordance with the
expectation of the people of
the country and allocated
maximum amount for the de-
velopment and expansion of
education.

Begum Zia sald her gov-
ernment welcomes non-gov-
ernment initiative in making
the education a community
programme. She said all must
contribute their mite as com-
plementary o government ef-
forts.

The Prime Minister pointed
oul that “at present. there is a
primary school in every three
square kilometres but we need
nne primary school In every
two square kilometres ™ This is
s gigantic task Non-govern-
mental and tndividual endegy-
ours can contribute to a large
extent for making It a success.
she said

Begum Zia said. “We have
reintroduced counlrywide
mass education programme "
"For creating equal opportuni-
ties for higher education for
all, we have established an
Open University,” she satd. "It
is a manifestation ol our sup
port 1o and approval for non
governmental private and indi-
vidual initiatives in the field of
education.” she pointed out

Begum Zia said the inherent
philosophy of nationalist spirit

White police to
die In
South Africa

JOHANNESBURG. Apr 30: A
white police captain was sen-
tenced 1o death and four black
collecagues got |5-year prison
terms Thursday for murdering
11 black funeral mourners, re-
ports AP,

The landmark case was the
first time a group of policemen
has been convicted of a mass
kiling despite repeated accu
sations of security force in-
volvement in black township
violence.

AJM functioning
normally, says

management

NARAYANGANJ. Apr 30:
Adamjee Jute Mills [(AJM] is
functioning normally without
any interruption. the mill
managemen! told BSS today.

The management! termed as
baseless and untrue the news
ftem published in a section of
the press Thursday that pro-
duction in Adamjee Jute Mills
remainced suspended.

The management. however.
said that there was shortage in
the supply of jute in the mill
The supply :H be normal
within the next few days. it
added.

It said the total working
force in the mill is 29000 out
of which six thousand are
‘bodly (part time) workers.

Children’s summit
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Relcrring to preparalory ar-
rangements for the summit,
Grant said before the summit
the countries concerned are
expected to prepare a national
plan of action for basic primary
education, and have a mini
summit in each country with

participation by leading gov-

crnment, non-government
functionaries.
China. India. Indonesia,

Mexico, Brazil and Nigeria are
some of the countries which
would participate in the
summit. Grant came of Dhaka
on April 29 on a three-day visit
to Bangladesh. On the day of
arrival he attended commis-
sioning ceremony of a salt
jodization plant at Keraniganj
and addressed the National
Education Conference yester-
day as special guest.

Addressing the press con-
ference Grant said that over
the last decade the world had
changed and the change was
more significant during the
last five years.

He said that ten years ago
mothers and children were
most vulnerable in most of the
countries but today the world
has begun to see a change in
their situation.

Praising the political lead-
ership of Bangladesh Grant
said that Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia was committed to
alleviating the problems of
women and children.

Appreciating the achieve-
ments of Bangladesh in im-
munising the children and en-
suring safe drinking water in
every village, Grant said that
the plan to bring every child to
school was a do-able goal. Bul
the existing system of
Bangladesh was inadequate to
meet the goals and for a suc-
cess changes will have to be
brought it into the m.

Cole P Dodge. UNICEF
Country Representative. was
present during the press con-
ference.

Non-govt initiative

was the ex of educa-
tion. As the upholder of this
spirit, we are, therefore. con-
tnually attaching due
tance 1o education.” she

The Prime Minister
thanked. UNDP. World Bank
and members of other interna-
tional organisations who are
working with Bangladesh to
accomplish the objectives in
the education sector and ex-
tending their support in the

nation's struggle against illiter-

The inaugural session of
the conference which was held
to eflectively build up nation-
wide social mobilisation to ac-

h the national com-
mitment of education for all,
was also addressed by

Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar. State
Minister for Education Prol
Yunus Khan, Executive
Director of UNICEF James P
Grant. Education Secretary
Saiful Alam and UNICEF coun-
try representative Cole P
Dodge

The Education Minister ex-
pressed his firm beltel that the

sent government under the

ership of Begum Khaleda
Zia would be able to achieve
the target of education for all
with the help of all

The State Minister for
Education said the rmment
would be able o improve the
lot of the people through the
national consensus created at
present on the iasues relating
o education

Grant said

education. the awareness and
energies of the entire nation
have w be aroused and organ
ised.* All sectors of Lhe popu-
lation have 10 come W seck —
and come o participate in
Fducation for All"

Dodge suggested that the
government should look for
the natural partners who were
already engaged in education
out of their own commitment
to education

The conference was jointly
organised by Ministry of
Education and UNICEF. The
Prime Minister unveiled the
logo of the Education for All
Programme

Grant assures
more aid

The Executive Director of
the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) James P Grant
Thursday assured increased
assistance of his organisation
to Bangladesh, saying that
Bangladesh was on the high
priority consideration of
UNICEF. reporis BSS.

The assurance came when
the UNICEF Executive
Director called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her office here.

They discussed various
matters, relating to primary
education. non-formal educa-
tion. childcare and the suc-
cess of immunization pro-

in Bangladesh.

The UNICEF Executive
Director congratulated Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and her government for the
laudable success in some of the

major areas of development
including child healthcare and

education and for making edu- |

cation free for girls upto class
eight in the rural arcas and
giving emphasis on involving
women in national develop-
ment programme.

Grant requested the Prime
Minister to initiate a mecha-
nism for monitoring the en-
rollment of children and their
drop-outs from schools and
involve more and more com-
munity leaders and social
workers for the success of
healthcare and primary edu-
cation programmes. Grant re-
quested the Prime Minister to
include an agenda on children
for the next SAARC summit to
be held in Dhaka late this year
so that the children of South
Asia could get the benefit of
proper education and health-
care.

Welcoming the UNICEF
Chiefl Begum Zia said that what
ever Grant had mentioned
were already in the develop-
ment p mes for socio-
economic uplift and also in
the election manifesto of BNP.

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh, at its present
march its forwards systematic
progress, would need more
and more support from the
UNICEF to achieve desired
results.

The UNICEF Executive
Director while assuring in-
creased assistance, expressed
his belief that Bangladesh
would become successful in its
development eflorts.

He suggested monthly
monitoring of the progress on
the primary education sector
at the thana and district level.

The Prime Minister men-
tioned that there should be
more people in the stall of

UNICEF from Bangladesh so

that they could also contribute

to the development  pro-
of the UNICEF.

Crant agreed to this pro-

Principal Secretary of
Prime Minister Syed Hasan
Ahmed and ERD Secretary
Enam Ahmed Chowdhury and
country mn“““. of |
UNICEF in Cole P Dodge
were present in the occasion.
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The Midnight File

par
ambassador in Kabul Vijay
members of the new

mmm

that india’s
Nambiar was In touch with
and was recetved by interim

Mojaddadi. reports Reuter.

Sierra Leone President

Leone, official sources in Conakry said. reports Reuter.

One killed in
Khagrachari
blast
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 30: One
person was killed and another
seven injured in bomb biasts at
a frontier village in Khagra-
charl this morning

According to district Ad-
ministration sources, a cow-
herd of Amtali in Dighinala
upazila was killed when a time
bomb exploded In a cattle

field near the border at
around 10:30 am.

Immedialely after the ex-
plosion, villagers rushed o the
. when another bomb ex-

ed leaving seven others
injured. '

Law enforcing officials sus-
pected the involvement’ of
outlawed Shanttbahini ac-
tivists in operating the explo-
st

Azam .Khan,
Nila Chy held

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two central
leaders of Jatlya Party yester-
day from their residences un-
der the Special Powers Act of
1974.

Nila Chowdhury and Azam
Khan, members of Central
Committee of the party were
later sent w0 the central jail

According to police, Nila
Chowdhury was arrested from
her Green Road residence
early in the morning while
Azam Khan was picked up
from his house in the alter-
MO '

Cattle bazar
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issue circulars to the MPs and
DCs requesting them o pre-
K:n: lists of the people who

d been victimised by the
Ershad government for taking

part in the democratic
movement.
The last meeting of the

standing committee decided
that all the cases registered
with the police against the po-
litical activists during the last
democratic movement would
be withdrawn unconditionally.

Held at the Sangsad Bhaban,
Wednesday's meeting began at
4-30 pm and ended at 10-00
pm.

Dhaka welcome
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We hope that under the in-

terim . peace and
no will be restored so
that the Afghan refugees are

people would be able o

people aflter a long and pro-
tracted struggle and wishes
the fraternal Afghan people all
success in their tasks ahead,

hr-ﬂdM
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rmment.
een commander Ahmed Shah
Masocod slipped quitely into
Kabul Wednesday night at the
head of a huge column of 100
tanks, foreign journalists
travelling with him said.

The arrival of Masood. one
of the powerful rebel com-
manders in the |4-year-long
ctvil war and the nominee for
Defense Minister, was seen
here as a boost in man-
power and morale for the one-
day-old Mujahedeen interim

rmment.

Russia today recognised the
interim Mujahedeen gvern-
ment in tan, sslan
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozy-
rev announced in Muscat.

Kozyrev also told a press
conference that some 300

of war of the former
Soviet Unton — which sup-
ported the Kabul government
against Mujahedeen rebels
during the country's 13-year
civil war — would soon be
released.

Riyadh gave its 'total sup-
port' to the government and
recognized it as the ‘legitimate

ment’ in Afghanistan,
Saudi T:l::ﬂi::lnm.

an ;
qut:m and China also wel-
comed today the establishment
of Afghanistan's interim gov-
ernment.
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