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N 18-member Bangla-
A desh delcgalion led by

Maj (Retd] Abdul
Mannan, Minister of State for
Texlilcs, made a three week
visit recenlly to eight republics
of the formecr Sovict Union
This was the [first such
declcgation [rom DBangladesh
and | was fortunatc to bc a
mcmber of ft. 1 had an
opportunity lo walch firstl hand
this largest federation of the
world aller its collapsc and in-
dced the fatc of Communism
as an universal doctrine,

When our Aeroflot [light
took off from Dhaka interna-
tional airport onc sunny afllcr-
noon of Fcbruary the tempera:
ture was |7 degrees Celsfus
and on our arrival in Moscow
the following morning at 3 am
it was 17 degrees minus, and
it was snow cverywhere. We
wecre lodged in the Ukrania
hotel, one of thosc gigantic
buildings, large in size bul
small in efficiency. The sccu-
rity system in the holcl, spe-
cially at'the entrance, re-
minded us that nothing much
had rcally changed in spite of
the talk of liberalisation.
Ukrania hotcl is right in the
hcart of Moscow and across
our hotcl stood the now fa-
mous “White House™ f(rom
where Mr Boris Yeltsin faced
the army tanks in August
1991, in the Army's inept, un-
successful bid for power in the
collapsing Sovict Union.

Thec target before our

1l delegation was to sign
diplomatic protocol with the
ncwly independent states, sign
agreements on trade and eco-
nomic cooperation and estab-
lish trade links in the rapidly
emerging private scctor. Our
visit to Moscow, therclore, was
a simple one since it involved
merely in reaflirming our on-
going relations with Russia.
One very signiflicant change
was that our trade relations
were erned by annual
barter, which had been dis-
carded in 1991 and we had to
explore new types of rclations
in the changed circumstances.
Due to the discontinuance of
bartcr our trade volume with
the former USSR had de-
creased by 58%. We found the
Russians eager to continue re-
lations and Il possible
strengthen them. It was evi-
dent, however, that the magni-
tude of the events in the
former Soviet Union were such
that in Moscow they were still
trying to digest them.

From Moscow to Minsk, the
capital ol Belarus, it is an hour
lnd a halfs Belarus, is

tl; forest and at
lhj- time, snow. We got a warm
welcome and were specially
delighted to find at the airport
the former Sovict Ambassador
to Dhaka Mr Vitaly Smirnov
and his wifle. Ambassador
Smirnov is a hunter and hates
alcohol. He has taken up hunt
ing and fortunately has not
carried out his threat of shoot
ing all who lLake alcohol! He
was involved in all official dis
cussions and the Belarus au
thorities told us that he was

:u-hn-ﬂthutﬂd-u-nm
clals, the thread that ran

strongest was the Tchernobyl
disasiler. We were told that
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People cmd Places

A Visit to the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS
Gains of Seven Decades Still Survive

and 1s dominated by the statuc
of Mother Russia, spreading
her arms in a gesture ol wel

come. We were Jlucky to do a
bit of tourism in this 1500-
ycar old city, since our arrival
coincided with a weekend, We
visited St Sophia, a Cathedral

built in the eleventh century by

Prince Jaroslay the Wise Our
guide told us that St Sophia
was alive and dynamic. We

among the Asian republics. It
s a nearly three hour flight
and 1is altogether another
world. This ancient oil capital
of the former Sovict Unfon sits
prettily on the banks of the
Caspian. In Baku we recefved a
warm Eastern style welcome at
the airport, less businesslike
but moare heart-warming with
buouquets and bear hugs. We
stayed at the large intourist

compared notes with the sixth
century St ia of Istanbul,
which after many vicissitudces
has become a muscum. A re-
current theme in Kiev was the
sacking of Ukraine by Tartars
and Mongo!ls in the 12th cen-
tury and 1t was only in the
nincteenth century that
Ukraine resumed its march
towards modernism. During
our stay we also got an earful of
Ukraine's current difficulties
with Russia specially on the
question of the Black Sea fleet
and return of beautiful Crimea
to Ruuh Like Belarus Ukraine
fpp-.-rrd in a hurry to get
clear weapons [rom

hcr sofl. In the big hotels of
Minsk ns well as Kiev., there
was a great deal of bustle of
new Western Embassies arriv-
ing. In Kicv a large statue of
Lenin was removed forcelully
but another large one satood In
front of the government build
ing as did Lenin museum. In
fact Lenin i still everywhere,
in factories, on desks, Iittle
statues on the walls. Virtually
Lenin's physical presence ap-
peared so all-pervading that n
must be a gigantic operation If
someone undertook the task of
de-Leninising the former

Opera. The the superb
costumes, the richly derorated
hall and most of all the reac

Baku --- our first halt

by Arshad-uz Zaman

buricd martyrs f[rom Nagorny
Karabakh. In Azcrbaljan onc
can scnsc the competilion that
has bcen raging between
Turkey and lran. The seven
million Azeris arc mostly
Shiites like in Iran but speak
Turkish. It ta worth nothing
that Azerbafjan uscd the Latin

Commonwaalth

of

Independent
States

(Former Sowiel Union)

hotel called Azerbafjan, where
the dining hall with its singers
and dancers reminded me of
cheap Istanbul Gazinos. In the
evening | vistted my old friend,
Ambassador Altan

of Turkey, who is the first
in Azerbafjan and
. the first to recog-
nise the mewly independent
republic. | learnt from my
I'rlr.-nd that a |556-member del-
egation was about to visit all
the republics of the former
Soviet Unfon and he had to
leave his hospital bed iIn
Anknr.a, where he was conva-
heseing following a fall on the
snowy sitrec! ol Ankara H}f
Irtkend was kcan ing hrm-"ihf on A
canc Ambassador Karamanoghi
explained to me that things
were in a state of chaos and
the authorfiics were trying to
put some order following the
snapping of links with
Moscow He also informed me
that Azerbatjan produced 13
millton lons of petrolkcum an-
nually and was capable of dou-
bling production with im-
proved lechnology. There was
a rush of embassics 1o Bakuy
and Lhe city was bustling with
e Of all the republics that we
visiicd, Arzerbatjan was Lhe only

his country

onc saddled with a bioody po-
ttical problem A war was go-
ing on in Nagorny Karabakh
the tiny Armentan enclave
within the territory of
Arerbaljan. Turco Armentan
blood feud is as old as the hills
and by a queer twist of fate
Turkey has no more a border
with her longtime foe — the
Soviet Unton — following its
breakup but now shares a bor-
der with the pewly indepen
dent  republic nl" Armenia.
Appropriaicly the Azert author-
itics started our programme
with a visit In the morning to
the Shalidiart Mezart (Lthe
Mazar of the Shahids). An
cicrnal flame An

reach the hillock '}‘!:u“ l'::lli
upon rows of tombs are nid
An iy cold wind whipped pasl

A% Wy wWrr -\ht.--.i.l"rl ht‘lhl'.-"

script in the early twentics
even before AtaTurk intro-
duced 1t in itsell. Lenin
introduced the Cyrillic script
and the Russian language
throughout the Soviet Unfon.
Now once again has
taken to Latin script, t
establishing her link with
Turkey. Thus when we met the
Prime Minister, | found mysell
on home ground with

knowledge of Turkish. The
Prime Minister asked if

wife was [rom Istanbul (she is),
because the Azeris speak
Turkish with a differ-
cnt accent. The Prime
Minister of Azerbatjan gave our
delegation a very warm and
friendly welcome and it was
established that there existed
large possibilities for mutually
benefictal The hos-
pitality of the Azeris continued
in the evening when the
Deputy Prime Minister (a
Russian) hosted a dinner in a
huge restaurant-cum-enter-
tainment hall, where profes-
sional cntertainers were fol-

lowed by local people dancing
in gay During our stay
in Azerbaljan the Irantan

Foreign Minister made quick
irips to Nagorny Karabakh in

order to arrange a ceasefire
between the Azeris and the
Armenians. It s worth noting
that Azerbafjan has seven mil-
lion prople and we were told
that there were 21
Azeris in Iran.

Our mnext stop was
Ashkabad, the capital of
Turkmenistan. It is two hours

it has a barcly four
population. As we
our welcome gels warmer. In
Ashkabad we are lodged in the
presidential guest house with
fts compound. We have by

mainly horse meat, yoghurt
and numcrous milk bascd
products. Like Azerbaijan,
Turkmenia {s also a cotton
producing country. The coun-
try is largely pastoral and looks
like one of the forgoticn
corncrs of the former Soviet
Empire. The Forcign Minisicr

Monument of the Motherland, Memorial Complex,

help them in their drive for
development.

Dushanbe, the capital of
Tajikistan, 1s an hour's flight
from Ashkabad. There was
snow everywhere, in the hills,
on the tarmac and freshly
[allen snow hanging [rom
branches of trees lining the
large boulevards. | got the im
pression Lhat the Soviet au-
thoritics had taken spccial

;.‘.‘.-

L

4--;_"3"

I'F"in%.'. "t-p- i
1 ekt 8

.
5
Al

the Great Patriotic War, 1941-1945

Mr Kuliev Avdi is a carcer
diplomat and describes the
Turkmen as hospitable, toler-
ant, tradition and music

We are introduced to his col-
league, who represents
Turkmenistan in Moscow and
is an avid player of the instru-
ment ‘duta’ (dotara). Turkmen
carpets are world famous and
we are told that cvery
Turkmen lady must learn to
weave carpets in thetr home.
We visited a muscum of car-
pcis and saw some splendid
example of old carpets. | also
discovered that Turkmens
hang pieces of carpet at the
entrance door which thc‘ call
'kapilik’ (door piece) like in
old Turkish homes.
Turkmenistan has been slow to
adapt to the change and we
were told that they will adopt a
new [lag soon dropping the
hammer and sickle. I the food
has changed since we leht
Moscow, so has the featurces of
people. The President of the
republic, who received us with

Ukrainian Fine Arts Gallery

t warmth and courtcsy,

definitely very Mongol.
in the carpet factory of

Ashkabad, wr made another

Hindi N from Bombay in
the catchy songs and
the popularity the actors

and actresscs. Girls weaving
carpels had pictures of
Amitabh Bachchan and others
pasied In front of them We
were lold that five irfbes of
E:im-n ?-h five dyf-

nt o and
were s umlrnm
them. We were also informed
that the finest wool of the
former Soviet Union was pro-
duced in Turkmenistan, hence
the beauty of thetr At
the airport the Foreign
Minister told me that Turkey
was coming in a big way to

care to develop this republic,
ncighbour of Afghanistan.
Compared to the bleak look of
Afghanistan and Kabul in par-
ticular, the impression was
overwhelming that an effort
had been made to make
Dushanbe a show window.
There are beautiful avenues,
reity parks, large stores and a
cautiful opera building and
even a philharmonic orchestra.
The large hotel in Dushanbe
was modern and well managed
and local youngsters were ca-
ger to make a fast buck by ex-
changing currency. Many of
these youngsters are from the
sub-continent including
Bangladesh. We visited a well
maintafned textile factory,
where 10,000 workers were
producing a large variety of
materials. The machinery was
mostly of French origin like
clsewhere, We learnt also that
throughout the former Soviet
Unfon including the Astan re-
publics it has 100% literacy —
men and women — and wre also

found that many large indus-
trial enterprises had women
directors including Muslim
mn In all the hotels that

we stayed, rooms had TV and
along with the flashy and sleck
programme coming from
Moscow, there were local pro-
grammes, which were no
match. Turkey. | gathered, was
going to beam her pro-
grammes (o the Turkish
speaking Astan republics
MT a satellite that she will
lsunch in the near Mature.
Tajikistan s largely Persian
speaking — like many :
Alghanistan has been by
the Pathana for more than two
centuries. With the de re
of the Soviet Union and, hope-
fully, the end of bloodshed, the
tussle is on between the
Persian speakers of the north

of Alghanistan and the Pushtoo
spcakers of the East. Tajiks
looked very much like the
Pathans across the border and
their food habits are very simi-
lar, Only vodka, wine and
champagne, all locally made,
had become a part of the ofli-
cial entertainment in all the
Asian republics. Tajik nan’ and
the Pathan 'nan’ are the same
enormous in size. In my hotel
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Ukrainian State Museum of History of

in Dushanbe | had a chance

meeting with a young
Geo . When he discovered
that | spoke Turkish, he was

overwhelmed with joy and told
me all about his family and life
in his little town. When | asked
him if he was a Georglan, he
said vehemently "No, no, | am
a Turk". In Dushanbe there are
beautiful official buifld and a
very large square in front of
the main government buflding,
which was called the Lenin
Square and a huge statue of
Lenin dominated the square.
Like elsewhere Lenin's statue
had been removed and the
square renamed Ferdousi
Square. We were told that the
famous poet Ferdousi was a
Tajik. In Dushanbe the 15656-
member Turkish delegation
which had been pursuing us,

caught up with us. The
team led by the Foreign
Minister had cabinet minis-
ters, members of parliament,
ambassadors designate to all
the newly independent re-

publics, journalists, TV crew
etc. | met my old friend
Ambassador Umut Arik
(formerly Turkish Ambassador

past they looked
Caucasian but the
Mongol Invaston

looks! Bishkek wﬂrﬂt
huge military one and

tire stretch was full of plancs
of all descriptions, civil and
military altke. In fact in all air
ports we found very large
number of Aeroflot planes

idling on the vast (field.
Bishkek (former Firunze)
trains airforce o from

many parts of the world and |
was told that our present air-
force chiel was trained there.
We signed our usual diplomatic
protocol with the Foreign
Minister, who was a charming
shy lady. The Turks had caught
up with us here as well. As we
were walting to see the
President, | heard on the loud-
speaker the speech of the
Turkish Foreign Minister fn
Turkish in the llament. |
was told later t it was a
historic occasion for this was
the first time that a Turkish
lcader was addressing the par-
llament. | could hear the pro-

longed applause. The

Prestdent received
us with great warmth and
friendship and sincerely of-
fered in all ficlds.

it was less than an hour's
Mght from Bishkck to Alma
Ala, the capital of the largest
Asian republic, Kazakhstan.
With an arca of 2.7 million km
and a population of 17 million,
Kazakhstan was the sccond
largest republic thal we vis-
ited. Alma Ata was the [arthest
point [rom Moscow that we
reached, the {lying time being
four hours. It has a border with
China and the Kazakhs look
very Mongol indeed. It is a very
important Space Centre of Lhe
former Soviet Unfon and the
only Muslim majority stalc
with a nuclear capabflity. The
President of Kazakhstan Mr
Nursultan Nazarbafev has
emerged on the international
scenc as a foreciul ity.
| noticed that fmw
moved [rom Turkey more
quaint became the Turkish
language and here in
Kazakhstan my Istanbul
Turkish and the language of
Kazakhstan had rcally drified
apart. Alma Ata was buried
decp under smow when we ar-
rived in the evening and snow
was stcadily falling. Our huge
black Chaika cars, overheated,
waded through waist-deep
snow, One remarkable thing
aboul every place we visited In
the former Soviet Union was

that they were really
‘overheated.” Of all the Asian
rcpublics we visited,

Kazakhstan undoubtedly ap-
peared well organized, admin-
istratively and in every other
aspect. We had high level con-
tacts and we were told that
the country was very rich in ofl
and gas and mincrals. Whalt
t lacked was technology

cequipment. More Impor
tantly they were brimming
with sclif-confidence. We were
tnld thlt Kazakhstan was al-

ised by BO slalcs.
ngh mtdd us that they
wantced direet contact with the
outside world and nol via
Moscow, without any bitter-
ness. Statues of Lenin had re-
mained untouched and his
presence in all the offices, Iac-
tories and public places was
overwhelming. A fashion pa
for us In a

., where slanted

very attractive. We were told
that they had sent a [ashion

told that Kazakhstan produced
23 million picces of raw
lcather mm& and 1.2 mil-
lon sq m ol carpet. We made
a visit to a t factory re-
named The lady dirce-

hind 5% malc workcrs and
“we take very good care of
them™. Of all the republics we

tractive ftems for tourists. With
the rate of exchange these
items became very attractive
indecd like fur hats, camel
hair coats ete, all erally
scliing for a song. Race for
cslablishing diplomatic mis-
stons in m:.un was on.
The Turks had just et and in
our guest house | met a French
delegation, who were making a
second visit. At the alrport |
saw the American Ambaasador
descending from a Volvo car
and not the usual bullet proofl
American car. Al the Alma Ala
airport we had a vivid taste of
the inter-republic guarrels.
Kazakhstan claimed that
Acroflot Moscow owed them
moncy and would net al-
low our plane lo iake off i l.h'
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