H. M. Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands

i When Queen Jultana abdicated st the Royal Palace m Amsicrdam on
30 April 1980, her cldest daughtcr Beatrix became head of siate and

queen the samc day al a joint sesston of both
30 April s

was INa ralcd as
1 louses Parftamery v (he Nweuwe Kerk tn Amsierdam

alen ceichrated as Quern Peatrin's official hirthday

She was borm on 1| January |938 and spcul most of the Sccond
Workd War in Canada May 1940 — summer 1945] in order to ensure
her safety Afller sccondary school she studied law at Losden University
graduating n 1961 Even as a sludent. she followed the operation of
the Dutch parflameniary sysiem closely. and she has been a member of
the Council of Staic [which adviscs the Crownl since her eighteenth
birthday since her acccsston she has been iis president as provided lor
by the Constiution. although the vice-president directs the Council's
everyday work
| Queen Deatrix has always shown great inlorest in soctal and cultural
mattcrs. both at home and abroad. In 1956 for example she became
patron of the Nattonal Polomyelitts Fund. which was later renamed the
Princess Neatrix Pund and has widened its sphere of activities over the
vears. She is also very inlcreated in sculpture, painting, dramatic art
and ballct, regularly attervls exhibitions and performances and enjoys
lalking o arusis amnd porformers.

As Crown Princrss she paid visits Lo many countrics and
international argansations and Hfmrln.nir-rl her parents on a number
ol state visits

On 10 March 1966 she married Claus von Amsberg. a German
diplomat borm in 1926, on whom the Ulcs Prince of the Netherlands
and Jonkhecr van Amsberg were conferred by Royal decree. The Royal
couplec have three sons, Prince Willem-Alexander, bern 1967, Prince
Johan Friso, born 1968 and Prince Constantljn bormm 1969

Alicr her accession, Queen Beatrix and Prince Claus vistied the
Netherlands Antilles [in late 1980), and in spring 1981 the new Queen
mipcde her first stale visits, to Belgium and Luxembourg, also in the
campaiy of Prince Claus

In August 1981 the Royal Family moved from Lheir home in
Drakcsicyn Castle ncar Haam (o Huts ten Bosch in The Hague, which

has long been a Roval Palace

As 1Y ' of Sialc. Queen Beatrix closcly follows the aflatrs of
governmeg, - She ts in regular amnd direct contact with her ministers
and statc  ocrclaries the Viee-'resident of the Council of Statc. the

Quern's Commisstoncr= in the provinoes. the burgomasters of major
tiowns arnd Dulch ambassadors abroad The Queen's duttes are both

‘egislattve and excouttve

However, no stalntiory provision can enier into force unicss one ol
more mimnisters are answcrable to Parllament for it. Acts of Parliamert
and Roval Decrees are countersigned by them, and neither the Queen
nor ministers nor Parliament can amend legislation on their own.

The Queen's Sccrclarial acls as a ink between the Monarch and
the various government departments. Much of the Queen's time s
taken up with reading and signing state documents. She is also very
much involved in the [ormation of new governments, when she holds
consultations with the [ormatours and ‘informatcurs’ whom she ap-
points o form the new Cabinel. and with the Vice-President of the
Counctl of Siate, the speakers of both Houses of Parllament. the
leaders of the parliamentary parties. Minislers of Stale and other
leading political Rgurcs

In addition the Queen has many public duties as head of stale, one
of her principal tasks being the annual opening of Parllament on the
third Tuecsday in Scptember. She also regularly reccives in audience
| the heads of diplomaiic missions 1o the Netherlands when they
present their letters of credence or take their leave
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National Day

of the Netherlands

ualu Baily Star g

The peo and the
crnment of the
cclebrate loday, April 30, the
Queen’'s official birthday
known as “koninginnedag -
Twelve ycars age when her
majesty Queen Beatrix suc-
ceeded Queen Jultana her first
decision was o makc hor
mother’s birthday the Qucen's
official birthday

The Dutch cclebraic their
National Day by cxpressing
their adherence 1o the House
of Orange as the symbol of our
frcedom and independence. As
a sign of that allegiance the
orange-colourcd banncr s al-
tached to our National Flag of
red, while and bluc. Similarly,

ke wear orange knotls and
uttons while cnjoying the
many festivitics held in every
village and town. And abroad,
Dutch communitics send con-
gratulatory mcssagces to hcr
majesty from farawn{'c
The Queen hersclf r hun
band Prince Claus and their
three sons, participate in the
ccicbrations in a town chosen
cach year for this purposc; this
ycar it will be the city of
Roticrdam, vibrant symbol of
Dutch industrial activity and
bustlling gatcway to and [rom
Furope.

gov-
Netherlands

¢ eminent role of the
|louse of orange playced in Lhe
history of the Nctherlands
gocs back lo thc sixtcenth
century when Willlam of or-
ange, Lhe forclather of Queen
Beatrix, gave leadership to the
struggle for indcpendence. It
led to the formation of the
United Netherlands Republic
consisting ol scven states one
ol which, Holland, becamc par-
ticularly identified with the
role of the Dutch as traders be-
tween many parts ol the world.
More than two cecnlurics
later, in 1815, the Kingdom of
the Nethcrlands was estab-
lished under his majesty King
William [|. Parliamentary
democracy was cstablished in
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the latter hall of the century.

Limited natural resources
and a feavourable geographical
location in Western Europe
provided the Duilch ple
with the need for and op-
portunity o earn their living
through lberal trade and co-

tion with other nations
have rematned essen
tial for Dutch economic poli-
cies as they are presently
commitlted to furthering
European Inicgration. The
formation of a United
Netherlands Republie four
cenlurics ago the process
of Europcan intcgration today
have much In common, in
tlcrms not only of difficultics
to overcome but also of oppor-
lunilics (o grasp.

The celcbration of a
Nalional Day abroad provides
the opportunity to iake stock
of the relations with the hoft
couniry. Since the indcpen-
dence of Bangladesh the rela
tions between our two coun
trics have developed with par
ticular cmphasis on support
tlo Bangladesh's development
cllorts. Evidence of the wide
ranging co-operation between

the Netherlands and
Bangladesh can be [(ound
across the country. Activitics

under Dutch-Bangladcsh de
vclopment  coopecration in
cludec support for crop diversi
fication, food godowns, utility
ferrics, country boats, health
population and education pr
grammes, water control pr
jects in the southeast and
southwest, district towns wa-
ter supply drainage and sanita-
tion schemes, various small
scale industrics and natural
gas supply sysicmas.

A ycar ago we all listened as
horrifying reports on the dev-
astation and loss of lifle_ came in
following Lhe cyclone and tidal
surge in the southeastern part

of the country. Among Lhe

Nutich people there was a great *

scnsc of solidarity with the
plight of the disaster ridden
people. Their own centuries
old stru against the de-
structive forces of the sea and
flooding of lowland provided
the special feelings the Dutch
lelt towards the people of
Bangladesh. Reconstruction
cfforts with Duich assistance
following the cyeclone are
bearing (ruit: sunken vessels in
Chitiagong hgrbour have now
been expertly salvaged, and
preparations are being made
for the repair of the
Karnaphuli brtL

Commercial rciations be-
tween this part of the world
and the Dutch date back 1o the
middic of the |7th century. In
recent years the trade rela-
tions between and
the Netherlands have devel.
oped to Dangladesh's advan-
tage; ecxports to the
Netherlands have grown sub
stantially and changed the
trade balance in Bangladesh's
favour. Industrial relations
and Foreign Investmenl cover
a number o Dulch based
mullinational companics
whose producls are [amillar in

houschoilds
utch entrepreneurs have

similarly good relations with
their Bangladesh counterparts
in producing, importing and
exporting their products. The
critical importance ol export
growth to the economy ol
Bangladesh and the attraction
of Foreign Investment is rec-
ognized by the government
and business circles. In this
context it is noted that during
the past year negotiations
between our two countries on
a treaty for the avoidance of
double laxation were success-
fully concluded, while an
agreemcnt on promotion and

Once every len ﬁul a
worldwide Horticultural
Exhibition— floriade— s being

held tn our . This

millon wvisi rem

are expected to come and en-

joy the and exhibits

with lMowers, bulbs, trees,
s, fruits and

rom many countries around

patch
of land in Bangladesh: a few
square meters of polder land.
Some vegelable cro to-
gether with a few ¢ ickens
and goals provide the visitor
with a Iving picture of rural
ltfe in this ;

Early 1991 the people of
Bangladesh choose [recly 1o
embark on voyage towards a
democratic and accountable
government. While expressing
the hope for a strengthening
of the relations between our
two couniries, we extend our
support to the determination
of the people and the govern-

ment of Bangladesh to W
further institutional

democratic and pl.ﬂhntntm

form of government to the
benefit of all its citizens.

H. Gajentaan

Ambassador of the
Netherlands in
Bangladesh
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The Netherlands
| and Bangladesh

HE Netherlands deve-
lopment cooperation
with Bangladesh began
shortly alter its inde-pendence
in 1971. Ini-tially Duich

| assistance was primarily aimed

at providing emergency
assistance, at rcbuflding the
infrastructure and at Minancing
imports of food and
commoditics for industry and
agriculture. in the flollowing
years cmphasis gradually
shifted to { — re-
lated project activitics and
programme assistance. In ad-
dition, following the floods In
1987 and | . emergency
assislance was provided for
through government agencies
and non- lal organi-
sations (o the population in the
disaster-stricken arcas.
During the last twenty

some |.8 billlon Netherlands
guilders (or the ‘equivalent of
one bilhlon US dollars) have
been provided to Dangladesh
by the Netherlands govern-
ment under its development
cooperalion programme. In
recenl years the overall size
increased o a ximaicly 90
million gullders annually.
Bangladesh belongs to gather
with Indonecsia, India and
Pakistan to the [four
"programme couniries” with
which the Netherlands has
established a long term devel-
opment relation covering lour
ycar periods. Annual bilatcral
ncgotiations determine the
contents of the programmes

Programmes of financial
and technical assistance have
been developed in accordance
with priorttics of the govern-

as laid
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down in its Five Year Plans,
and the deve nt coopera-
tion policy of Netheriands.
Main scctors are identificd as

— agricultural development
and food production,

— physical infrastructure
including water transport and
watcr control,

— soctal infrastructure, eov-
cring health, population, edu-
cation and watcrsupply,

— industrial and

— energy resource devel-
opment.

The shifting of the empha-
sis lo project activities coin-
cided with a gradual increase
in the size of the programme
toe its presenl level. Since
1985, all assistance s pro-
vided in the form of grants.

As sct outl in the recently

adopled policy framework for
development cooperation in

the 1900's sustainable
allcviation s the central -
tive of Lthe Netherlands devel
opment cooperation. In addi-
tion, Dutch development ce-
operation locuses on the poor-
esl countries; provides support
1o local non-governmental or-
ganisations in which the local
population participates In
planning and Implementing
activitics : aiths at strengthen-
ing the productive basis of
cconomy in developing coun-
trics ., and cmphasizes the
prevention of human rights vi-
olations. Special emphasis in
the Dutch development
cration is placed within lht
context of the spearhead pro-
grammes on cnvironment. On
enhancing the role of women
in deveclopment, on urban
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