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Gabid meets
Mostafiz

The visiting Secretary Gen
eral of OIC Dr Hamid Al Gabad
called on Foreign Minister
ASM Mostallzur Rahman atl the
slale guest house Padma hero
yeslerday cvening Foreign
Minister Rahman apprised the
Secretary Gencral of vanous
steps. taken by the govern
ment in Hl‘l.'!.‘lﬂﬂ s et donn 1o the
Myanmar reflugee problems.

reports BSS.
Japanese film
festival

A week -long Japancse film
festival begins here on Friday
The festival has been jointh
sponsored by Japen
SRl
Publications of the Ministry of
information. Information Min
ister Nazmul Huda s expected
o inaugurate the festival on
May | at Sonargaon Hotel. A
total of || fature films will be
shown during the fesuval, re-

m'- public
meeting

Prime Minister Begum
m&-‘lﬂlddn:mapub

-free ad mindstration
the forthecoming

pourashava clection without

Diplom
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ats doubt efficacy of refugee accord

Myanmar must change policy

for effective repatriation

Reforms and corrective
measures on the part of the
rulers of Myanmar are seen as
essential to the voluntary re-
turn of the Rohingya refugees
and a permanent solution to
the influx.

“Myanmar must change its
attitude towards opponents
and amend its policies as con-
fidenee building measurcs”,
says a Myanmar-based Asian
diplomat.

“The ¢ that are tak-
ing place in Myanmar are all
cosmetic ones”, observed the
diplomat referring to the re-
cent retirement of Saw Maung

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

and subsequent relcasc of se-
nior political detainces and the
offer for talks with the opposi-
tion.

On the accord that the
Foreign Ministers of Myanmar
and Bangladesh signed
Tuesday. the diplomat said ‘It
is a combination of both cos-
metic and fundamental'.

He insisted that ‘an inter-
national guarantee for examplc
in the form of UN monitoring
of the whole process of reha-
bilitation upto the resettle-
ment of the refugees would
certainly give more credence
to the accord and more confi-

dence to the rclugees yet to
recover [from the haunting
memorics of persecution.

Another diplomat who had
been to the region where the
Rohingyas live said that the ac-
cord was unlikely to restore
confidence among the
Ro as.

The diplomat spoke of
‘'multifarfous and multidimen-
stonal persecution and sug-
gested a change in  the
Myanmar citizenship laws.

The refugees were still
crossing into Bangladesh even
as the officials of the two coun-
dlrics were atl the negotialing

vll‘iﬁnﬂ Secretary Lreneral of the Organisition of Ishumic Conferenice Dr Hamid Al Crabid

inspeeting Rohingya refugee camps in Cox = Bazar ye~terday.

—PID photo

Khaleda visits coastal regions

‘Some forces are creating anarchy
to hinder development'

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 29:
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Wednesday sought

cooperation of all irrespective
of party alfilhations In Imple-
menting development: pro-
grammes taken by the demo-
cralic government, reporis
UNB.

"We want ration, not
ornﬁhm. in changing the ot
of commonman through our
various development pro-
grammes.” she twld a sponta-
neous gathering near Cox's
Bazar atrport this aflernoon

Begum Zia flew in here 10

|

S

express sympathy o those who
lost theitr near and dear ones

in the April 29 cyclone last
yewr

Begum Zia sald the nation
should fight poverty with the
spirit they had fought against
natural

calamitiers
Forest. Environmeni.
Livestock and Fisherfes

Minister Abdullah Al Noman.
Shahjahan Chowdhury. MP
Rozt Kabir, MP. and Cox's
Bazar district BNFP President

mlmddtn Chowdhury alse
ressed the meeting

Bome forces. the Prime
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e
J ®
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Stuaenis irom Cox s Bazar resiaing in city brought out a mourning procession

and tidal bore in the coastal beit.

US rejects Third World idea of environment fund

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 29:
The United States rejected to-
day a proposal by Third World
environmen! ministers for a
new cnvironmental project
fund. saying it pre to
sirengthen existing mecha-
nisms. reports Rewler,

The US is not in favour of a
new fund. said Robert Ryan
head of a US delegation obser-
ving the second Ministerial
Conlerence of Developing
Countries on Environment
and Development. which
ended ioday .

‘Existing mechamiems, in-
chuding the global environ-
mental acility IGEF) could in-
sicad be strengthened”. Ryan

-

Minister sakd, are oul to create
anarchy and disturbance when
the democratic government
had undertaken development
programmes for welfare ol the
peuple.

“They are creating anarchy
in the name of democracy” she
said. adding these forces who
aclt at the dictate of their for-
cign masters do not want the
eountry o be sell- relfant

Creating diviston and monfu
slon will not benelit those
forces. she said, rather they
will be isolated from the peo-
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table talking their repatriation.
the diplomat who requesied
anonymity pointed out.
Meanwhile. the refugees
have demanded that the
Rohingyas be declared ‘one of
the indigenous ethnic groups
of the Union of Burma entitled
to all human rights and free-
doms to be guaranteed by Lhe
constitution, at par with other
nationalities of the country'.
‘Mere repatriation of the
refugees is not a solution to
our problems’ said a statement
Faxced to The Daily Star from
Cox's Bazar by the Rohingya
Sce Page 12 Col ]

OIC pledges
aid for
Rohingyas

COX'S BAZAR. Apr 29: The

visiling Secretary Gencral of

the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC), Dr Hamid Al
Gabid. said here Wednesday
that his organisation would
continue to provide humanitar-
lan assistance at bilateral and
muitilateral levels for the

Myanmar refugees. reports
B3SS. Pe

Talking to BSS after his
visit to the Dechuapalong and
Dhuapalong refugees camps
here. Dr Hamid, ‘who arrived
in Bangladesh on a three- day
visit Tuesday heading a 12-
member delegation. said. "we
are deeply concerned with the
thumanitarian aspect of the
refugee.”

Eipressing his opuimism
lor the prmper implementation

Ser Mfage 12 Col 6
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AL supports
trial body
hartal
By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League Working
Commitiec (ALWC) yesterday
in an urgent meeting decided
to back the National Coor
dination Committee [for
Realisation of the Spirit of the
Liberation War and Resistance
1o the Killers and Collaborators
of 1971 actively in fts struggle
for trial Golam Azam as a war

criminal. /

According to sources, the
AL would provide support to all
the Coordinatton Commitiee

programmes in the comin
days. The AL also annou

its su rt o the hartal of the
Coorcﬁ::unn Committee on

See Page 12 Col 3

commemorating last year s cyclenic storm

—Star photo
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' BCI operations
suspended

By Staff Correspondent

The government suspended
all activities of the Bangladesh
Commerce and Investment
(BCH Lid on Wednesday with
immediate effect, offlicial
sources said.

Bangladesh Bank issued the
order under the directive of
the Finance Ministry and
asked the company authorities
to suspend activities ol all the
24 branches. :

Earlier, Bangladesh Bank
engaged an audit team to in-
vestigate the accounts of the
banks.

BCl. a non-banking lending
institution. was functioning as
a commercial bank violating
the banking rules. a Finance
Ministry official said.

Meanwhile, none of the

other 17 wanted directors of
the company was arrcsted till
late Wednesday night.

On Tuesday the government
lodged a complaint with the
court of the Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate against BCI for ille-
gal banking transaction and
the CMM issued warrants of
arrest against all the 19 direc-.
tors of the institution.

Two of the directors were
arrested and dctained (n
Dhaka Central Jail on Tuesday.

The collapsed BC| borrowed
about Taka 200 crore from
lenders and investors of which
it made advance to the tune of
Taka 180 crore without keep-
ing statutory rescrve and
Bangladesh Bank security, the

See Page 12 Col 8

‘Shantibahini men
selling arms

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Apr 29
Shantibahini insurgents have
reportedly established links
with mastans, terrorists an
other activists here to sell
them arms.

Sources said tha! severe
fund constraints had forced
the tribal rebels to sell their
arms to cope with the burden
of jungle life in the sanctuarics
located in the scenic hilly re-
gion of the CHT.

According to reports from
various sources. illegal arms
and ammunition have already
looded the Chittageng city ar-
cas apd northern parts of
Chit ng particularly Raozan.
Fatikchari. Hathazari. Mirer
sharai and Sttakundu upazilas
where open brandishing of

tllegal arms. trading of gun-
shots and all other criminal
acts have become a regular
feature posing hazards to nor-
mal life.

The terrorists and mastans
have procured most of the flle-
gal foreign-made arms and
ammunition from the Shani-
ibahini. spurces informed.

Some of these illegal arms
and ammunition are smuggled
out sccretly to other parts of
the country. sources also re-
ported

A local political leader
wanting anonymity told this
correspondent that the Shan-
tibahini men frequently wvisit
the hillside villages of Raozan
and Fatikchari to contact the

EEIP* 12 Col 7

UNFPA report says

Population will reach

23.5 cr by year 2025

By Staff Correspondent

The population of Bangla-
desh. if it continues 0 grow at
a rate of 2.7 per cent annually.
will reach 23 crore and 50
lakhs by the year 2025.

A report of the United
Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA). globally released
Wi . said that the popu-
lation of the country was |1
crore and 56 lakhs in 1990

In Bangladesh. the report,
"State of the World Population
1992." was released at a press
conference at the Jattya Press
Chub in which UNFPA country

representative SK Alok spoke

Lauding the Bangladesh
famitly planning programme
he said that the mother and
child healthcare programme of
the country could be a model
for most of the developing na-
tions.

The programme which he
said was very comprehensive
could be extremely successful
for the countries tn the Indian
subcontinent and other south
cast Asian nations

Accordl o the report. 14
- See 12 '[,'ulpg

Sharif visits Kabul

Hekmatyar is no

threat: Mojaddedi

KABUL. Apr 29 : Radical
lundamentalist leader Gulbud-
din Hekmatyar is not in a posi-
tion to pose a serious threat to
Alghanistan's new Islamic
transitional government, n
tertim President Sibgatullah

i said today.

‘He cannot do too much
against us now

He said in a briel conversa-
tion with reporters at the For-
eign Ministry after meeting
Kabul's diplomatic crops.

Gunfire cracked and she
ling was heard in the city as

Mojadded!. 70. spoke

.

A spokesman for the in
terim President told AFP that
Jamiat-l-1slami fightegs back-
ing Mojaddedi were in control
of the Interior Ministry, having
driven Hekmatyar guerillas out

Mo i did not elaborate
on the magnitude of the threat
from Hekmatyar. who has been
vying with his arch rival Ah
mad Shah Masocod of the
Jamiat for control of Kabul.

He said he would discuss
later the question of participa-
tion by Hekmatyar's Hexb | s
lami faction in the interim

Sec Page 12 Col 7

wid reporters al the close of
the three-day mecting held in
advance of the Earth Summit
scheduled next month in
Braril

The World Bank's GEF.
backed by industrialised coun-
tries. dispenses funds for sus-
tainable development in the
Third World.

The proposed new fund
would be used to underwrite
the Earth Summits Agenda
21' action plan. The declara-
tion adopted at the confer-
ence, without naming the GEF
said it could be used 1o din-
burse money from the new

fund if it provided acctss 1o

the Third World without
ditions.

Agenda 2) aims o tackle
ssues including poverty. toxic
wasie. Lhe atmosphere and de
sertification and s expected
to be an important topic at the
Earth Summit

The declaration said the
new fund should recetve as
sesned contributions  from
rich nations in addition 1o
their Official Development
Assistance [ODA) Largets

Rich natlons wide aboult
0.3 per cent of ir gross na
wonal product. amounting 1o
50 billkon dollar & year, as ODA
w finance development In
poasr counires

Caym

Some rich nations. were
disappointed with the outcome
of the conference. which
reflected the true feelings of
the wsouth Malaysian
Environment Minister Law
Hieng Ding wid reporters
nier

Some developed countries
are ot hlpn with our SN
ton lor a new fund for Agenda
21°. he said,

He sad the new fund could
be ma by the OEF f
became democratie and bene
fcial 1o the Third World.

“We hope the ewrrent GEF
e Iin Washingion comes
out on how Lhe
funds can be better managed

and used.” Law said. s
W the funds are now prop
erly wutilised. the wcalth
rity between the North
South would widen'

Xinhua adds: Delegates to
today strongly advocated the
sovereign rights of the devel
oping colintries o manage,
conserve and develop their
forest resources.

in the Kuala Lumpur
Declaration they also ¢ on
all nations to give full support
to the finalisation of a non-
legally -binding authoritative
statement of principles on the
management, conservation and

development of all types of

fjorests and its adopiion at the
RIO Conlference.

They also urged the devel
oped countries to substantially
increase their forest cowver
and o avoid unilateral mea
sures in the name of envibon-
menital  protection

Such measures constitute
arbitrary or discriminatory
action such as bans and re-
strictions on inlernational
trade of forest and forest re-
lated products from the de-

veh‘:lg:m countries, L said
delegates called for an
early conchusion of the

framework convention on clf
male ¢ and the conven-

ton oy diversity

‘Mills authorities,

|
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From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 29:
The production in the Adam-
Jute Milis has stopped for

t three days, sources said.

Non-availability of spare
parts and want of raw jute
were the reasons for the stop-
page. sources added.

According to the Adamjee
the Mills
consumcs B,000 tons of raw
jute per day while the present
stock of raw jule was only 146
maunds.

A high-ranking official of
the Mill requesting anonymity
told this correspondent that f
the present situation conlin-
ued they would be bound
lay -off the mills very soon.

The labour leaders espe-
clally those belonging o the
opposition parties. however

See Page 12 Col 7

Poverty alleviation
plan handed
over to Grant
By Sohel Manzur

The government plans to
face the issue of poverty allevi-
ation through supporting
population gcontrel ecflorts,
reducing the vulnerability of
various groups in the society

and incrcasi) the coping
capacities of the poor,
according to 1ts National

Programme of Action [NPA)

The NPA prepared by the
Joint Government-UNICEF
Advisory Group WGUAG) was
handed over to the visiting
Exccutive Director of the
UNICEF James P Grant
Wednesday by the ERD
‘Secretary Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury

The NPA  was prepared
mainly to achieve the child and
women related goals of the
Fourth Five Year Plan (FFYP).

But 1t focuses on a number of
issues Hke education. health
Sce Mage 12 Col 4

Police raid
two DU
halls

By Staff Correspondent

Police ralded two residen-
tial halls of Dhaka Univergity
carly Wednesday and arrested
four persons including a stu-
dent and recovered ammhini-
thons.

Police raided the Banga-
bandhu Shetkh Mujfbur Rah-
man hall and the Mohsin Hall
following clashes between twe
rval student groups on the
campus over the last few

A huge number of p
cloth and untformed polices
men searched the halls from
4.45 am o 6.30 am.

Of the arrested persons. M
Shameem Ahmed was identd
ficd as a student of the unt
versity while another three M
Anwar Hossain. Rafiqul Islam
and Lutfar Rahman were sald
to be outsiders. All of them
were arrested from Mohale
Hall

During the raid. police res
covered 16 bullets, four crack:
ers and one toy pistol from
Mohsin Hall

Accopding to police all the
arrested ns were activists
ol Bangladesh Chhawa League
IN-S) and tnwolved in the re-
cent gun battle on the cam-
pus.

They were b t to the
Detective Branch of police for
questioning.

Armed men loot
Tk 80,000, stab

one In City
By Staff Correspondent

A up ol armed
hnmr“h‘- 80.000 in
and managed 0 escape ex
ploding crackers and stabbiny
one person on the s al
Begum Basar area in the city

evening.

The victim was wentified a
Suntl Rabu. an assistant man
4|.prtml'l'i‘l.ll'\.llhﬂun‘hﬂl«m&l
a wholesale flour shop a
Maulovi Bazar market. He was
admitied to the Sir Salimulial
Medical College Hospital .

When Sunil Babu and the
manager of the shop Tolasss
Hossgin were back home
alter closing . & growy
of armed youngmen haltes

lhqlrlhmlnddq-

moncy. as e
fused, the hijac =

| and nﬂthnw‘
Sur . hed

moncy and fled away e

ing crackers. ° :




