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Nahyan's trip
to boost trade
with India

NEW DELHIL, Apr 28 : The
Indo-UAE economic and trade
relations are expected o get a

boost when the United Arab
Emirates President, Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan, ar-
rives on a three-day visit today.

reports 1.

Sheikh Zayed will be the

first leader from the otl-rich

to visit India aflter the

Gulfl war. His last official visit

to India was in 1975, though

he had attended the 1983
non-aligned summit here.

India's policy ol economic
liberalisation and new invest-
ment opportunities are ex-
pected to be explored by the
UAE delegation which includes
the Minister for Finance and
Industry, Shetkh Hamad bin
Rashid al Maktoum, and the
Forcign Minister, Rashid Abd-
ullah

The two sides are expected
to sign a protocol on the avoid-
ance of double taxation.

Carla Hills
thinks farm
subsidies

dispute can
be resolved

TOKYO, Apr 28 : Talks lo
liberalise trade will be
unless an impassc
over agriculture is resolved by
the July summit of Western
economic . US Trade
Representative Carla Hills said
Tuesday, reports AP,

Criticit 1+ from the United
Stalcs over European Comm-
unity subsidics lor agricultural
exports are the main lopic
blocking the conclusion of the
five -ycar-old Uruguay round
trade negotiations.

Hills and trade ministcrs
from Japan, Europc and
Canada failed to reach a break-
through at a weekend meeting
in the Japanese resort area of
Kitashiobara.

“I think it is within the art
of the possible to have a
breakthrough in agriculture,
which has been the stumbling
block for over a ycar and a
hall,” Hills said at a news con-
ference.

“If the breakthrough docs
nol come before the G-7 July
summil meetling, it puls in
jeopardy the momcntum to
complete the talks in any rca-
sonable period of time.,” she
said

Hills said she did not have a
formula for providing a break-
through on agriculturc, adding
that it was up to countrics
voicing opposilion to a dralt
agrecment proposcd by Dunkel
\o submit proposals. -

Russia won't
take direct
orders from
IMF: Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Apr |18: Presid-
ent DBoris Yeltsin said Russia
would not take direct orders
from the International Mon-
etary Fund, a day aller his
country won membership, a

F

CALCUTTA. Apr 28  Export

orders for jule times. worth Rs
80 crore. would be popard
il the central trade untons ol
Juie woikeis wonl alasd wilh
their proposed onc-hour ceasc
work per shilt from Wed-
nesday next in 59 mills of West
Bengal, reports PTIL. The
agitation would also hamper
current negotiations for ex-
porting Rs 30 crore worth of
jute ftems per month, the
Chairman of the Indian Jute
Mills Association 1} Jalan said
here Monday .
He said that the industry
had witnessed & two-month
strike receéntly and another
anc now was ‘uncalled for'. He
urged the government lo con-
demn the agitation

The proposed agitation is
the second phase by the cen
tral trade unions Lo force the
owners of five jute mills to sign
the agreement restoring wage
parity.

Jalan said that there was no
rcason for the workers to ﬁo
for a cease work in those mills
which had implemcnted the

Lkt

Business

Reforms may result in double-digit inflation

ement under the au

the WUMA_after the strike in
the industry during February
and March,

He said wovkers ol four
mills, which resumed produc-
tlon aler a long closure; were
allowed by the unfons o ac-
cept lower wages. While five
mills outside the WMA did not
sign the agreement, Lhe
National Jute Manulacturers
Corporation was yel 0 imple-
ment it. he said.

Jalan observed that the
lhdian jute mills always stuck
to timely delivery of goods o
international buyers. The repu-
tatton would be tarnished il
the unfons rcsorted o a fresh
agitation, he said

Jalan pointed out thal dur
ing the past 10 ycars, the jule
mills outside West Bengal had
scen a 25 per ccnl rise in pro
duclion as agains. a 12 per
centl decline fn mills within
the state.

The union leaders. he said,
were sending wrong signals 1o
the jute workers al a lime
when their attempts should be

1
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COMMON CAUSE: Stnking public sector workers sitting
on the tracks on April 27 to prevent a non-striking train

driver from leaving the station with the high speed ICE

sector employees in western

Germany launched work stoppages for salary increases of
9.5 pc in what is considered the largest sirike since World

—AFP photo

l WASHINGTON. Apr 28
The Intcrnational Monetary
Fund and the World [Bank offi-
cially agreed Monday to admit
Russia and other former Soviel
I republics, opening the way to

billions ol dollars in aid for the
transition to a marke!
omy, reporis AFP.

move camc a day aller
the Group of Seven major in-
dustrialiscd countrics pledged
24 billion dollar for Russia, on

cCcOon-

news agency reporied Tue- | condition that fl agree to a
sday. rcports AP. comprehensive reform pro-

Although Russia has becn | gramme with the IMF and that
pressing gdmmﬂ into the | therc be no turning back on

IMF, somec critics perceive
the acceplance of massive
Western aid as a defeat to the
once-mighty superpower.

"We do not intend lo work
under the direct orders of the
IMF,” the interfax ncws agency

ted Yeltsin as saying. ... "We
rml agree completely with
this organization's vicwpoinl,
and we will stick lo our point
of view.”

Yeltsin's comments re-
flected his desire lo appear

ul and let his critics
he will not kowtow to
the West.

Rouble

MOSCOW, Apr 28 : Moncy cre
ates a kind of cconomic
apartheid that startles visi-
lors Lo Russia's major cilics,
reports Reuter.

On onec side are the vast ma-
jority who ltve, work and
trade in roubles, one of the
world's most derided and
chaotic currencics.’

A minority is better ofl — some
lucky Russians and most
foreigners based here who
pay their way with hard
currency and credit cards.

It's a dismaying experience for
patriots. No one really
wants the rouble, the an-
cient currency of formerly
communist Russia.

In the cites, people frequently
refuse their own banknoles

" in favour of US dollar and

- German mark. |

The unloved rouble is nol

recognised on inicrnational
moncy markets and is not

The IMF in an official an-
nouncement! said its Board of
Governors "has adopled mem-
bership resolutions for 14 of
the former republics of the
Soviel Unfon.”

The resolution “signiflics
| that the applicant countries
may becomc members of the
| IMF once they have Laken the
legal steps required to carry
out the obligations of IMF
membership and the terms
and condilions preseribed. in
the resolutions,” the statement

said.

d 1sed’
frecly convertible to any
other currency There (s a
‘markel” ralc ot say 100

roubles to one US dollar.
The dividing line hasgsocial

I reform.

.

overtonces. .
A western businessman invites
his female Russian associale
to meetl him for collce at a
luxury hotél, which hardly
knows whal a rouble lnoks
like.
“I'll see you outside,” she says
‘I don't think theyll Jet me
"
ther, they go in for coliee,
ut she meant that the
doors arc oflen closced 1o
the solitary Russian, unjcss.
he or she looks like a big
spender.
The irony is that there are a
number of Russian women
* promenading in the hotel.
These are expensive prosti-
tutes. Like sleck beasts of

prey tracking their quarry,

T

The World Bank, whose ma-
jor condition for cntry s
membership of the IMF, said 1t
was admitting 13 of the 15 re-
publics, excluding like the IMF
Azcrbaijan and in addition
Turkmenistan. Votes on those

two are due in the coming

wecks.

But they will not officially
become IMF members until
their parliaments have ap-
proved admission. and the ac-
tual handing over of aid will
depend on the state involved

agreeing an economic pro-.
gramme with the Fund.
Camdessus has said the

former republics could receive
aid of up to 30 billion dollar
from the IMF in the next few
‘years, while World Bank
President Preston has said his
institution s expecting to lend
between 12 and 15 billion dol-
lar between now and 1995,

An ecarlier report adds : The
World Bank expects to lend up
to 2.5 billion dollar te the
former Soviet Unfon in it fiscal
year beginning in July, half of
it to Russia, a senfor offi-
cial said in Washington,

Sundaty.
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the young hookers move
through plush lobbies re-

stored to pre-revolutionary

splendour.,

Some shops erect another
economic hurdle by stipu-
lating “eredit cards only".
Here again the number of
Russians brandishing plastic

is growing.

Amid all the economic chaos,
therc 18 a small army of
rouble shoppers prepared
to spend thousands
equivalent to several year's
salary for most prople — on

= —

IMF, WB formally agree
to admit CIS nations

consumer items ke

Hi-F1 and television scts.

These can be found in outlets
called "commercial shops”
lo distinguish them from
the virtwally emptly state
shops where litue trading s
done.

But there are'a :m:z-lp of
cqualisers in the works.

to increase productivity and
recapture the market.

Buyers of jule
Soviet Union d
lollowing 1is disintegration and
the WMA would have Lo ex-
plore alternative markels,
Jalan said.

Reuter fram New Delht
.ddllnd ' Ehhiimm o libéralise

las
be necded des mm
infllation which will exceed
governmenl projections of
cight per cent and remain
firmly at double-digit levels,
eronomisls said

"We must not expect re-
forms to lake place without in-
Nationary pressures,” T K
Bhaumik, Chiel Economist at
the Punjab, Haryana, Delhi
Chamber of Commerce [PHD
CCl). said in an interview

India's inflation In the A-
nancial ycar that ended on

March 3] hit 13 per cent
compared with 12,1 per cent a
year carlier. |t was as high as

16.7 per cent last August.

The government, which has
embarked on major reforms 1o

Need a green
card? See a

consultant

ARLINGTON, Va, Apr 28 :
You're an immigrant who
nceds a green card or polit-
ical amnesty. Do you pay a

few hundred dollar for help |

on paperwork or do you
turn to a lawyer for often
much higher-priced advice?

The lawyers say a mistake by
untrained consultants can
gcl you deported. But the
consultants argue that most
cascs are routine and that
they provide cheaper and
cllective help to cash-short
immigrants, writes AP.

any casc, thc business ol

helping immigrants estab-

lish lcgal residency in the

United States is booming —

and along the way Lhere are

rcports of abuses and rip-
ofls.

The immigration and Natu-ral-
izatfon Service says only:
Consumers beware,

Nicaraguan Dayra Rose Vivas-
Argucllo is flighting dcporta-
tion and blames her consul-
tant. A lawsuit against the
INS alleges the consultant
failed to tell her about key
court dales.

The consultant, Ana Julia
Howard ol Arlington, main-
tains she never represented

‘ Vivas-Arguello, but sitmply
referred her to a lawyer.
Nevertheless, Vivas-Arguel-
lo is appealing her
dcportation orders, con-

. tending she was inade-
qualcly counscled.

In

"Onc wrong word on a form
and it could damage you for
the rest of your life,” warns
Roberts Freedman, chair-
woman of the DBaltimore-
Washington chapter of the
Amcrican Immigration Law-
vers Association.

The association, part of the
American Bar Association,
says Lhe problem is most
troublesome in regions
where a crush of immi-
grants and weak regulation
has allowed the consulting
businecss to boom.

But it's a business the INS
helped create.

In the 1980s, rapid in
immigration law buiit up
more demand for represen-
tation than lawyers could
"handle. The INS certified a
limited number of non-
lawyers to provide short-
term services for modest
fees, such as helping El
Salvadorans apply for a spe-
eial temporary status and
would-be citizens study for
civic exams.

EB3 Duarte, who directs the
INS Examination Facilitati-
on mme, says almost
all the consultants' certifi-
cations have ::rﬁlrcd. but
that many are still operating

their businesses across the

country.

The West is expected to help
make the rouble convertible
as parl of a scheme to intc-
grate Russia inlo the world
cconomy,

And Moscow plans a tough new
tax which requires foreign-
crs Lo turn over 60 per cent
ol their worldwide earnings
to the Russian government.,

An estimated 1.5 million for-
eigners live in this nation of
150 million people. Few be-
Heve the law will be applied
to them and that the gov-
ernment can track down
their income.

But Russian newspapers pre-
dict Moscow airport's de-
parturc lounge will be bus-
fer than usual this summer
jusl before the law comes
into eflect.

They carn dpllar from weslern,
Middle Eastern and
Japanese visitors, mainly
bored businessmen, run-

bags in the

free India’s economy from 40
years of socialist control, has
forceast infllation at cight per
cent and Gross Domestic
Product growth at about four
per cent in 1992/83 from 2.5
per cenl a year earlier,

“That projection was given
[rom a political point of view.”
Bhau said, adding Lhat the
minority government of Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao
wanted to prevent the opposi-
tion form trying to use fears of
inflation to discredit the re-
forms.

Bhaumik and other econo-
mists said India’'s inflation was
likely 1o remain at around |3
per cent for the next two to
three years, while the econ-
omy adjusts to the reform
programme.

"Frankly speaking we're
doubtful of government's pro-
jections because we see no
sings at all of a decline in In:
Nation,” said Manashi Roy,
cconomist at the Confeder
ation of Indian Indus-tries.

“Inflation hasn't risen. but
where (s the decline?” She

sad.

year's devaluation of
the rupee by nearly 19 per
cent against the dollar, high
government levies, price in-
creascs in stale-controlled
items, and high production
costs would continue to allect
agriculture and industry, feed-
ing infllationary fires.

Rao's government, reeling
under a 71 billion US dollar
foreign debt, has promised to
slash veriment spending
and red tape, overhaul the
public sector and encourage
foreign investment.

The reforms were needed
to persuade the International
Monetary Fund to bafl india out
of 1ts worst financial crisis
since independence In 1947
while boosting economic
growth in the country of 850
million people, 40 per cent of
whom Hve in poverty.

India's foreign exchange re-
scrves have risen from less
than one billon US dollar last
July to nearly six billon US
dollar now, giving the m-
ment greater flexibility to fi-
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Fresh work stoppage risks Indian jute export orders

nance imports to deal with

shortages, particularly in food-
grains.

But PHDCCT's Bhaumik said
: "To improve the performance
of the entire public sector, you
must have economic pricing

and start reducing government

5 lllﬁl in turn will put pres-

sure on prices,” Bhaumik said.

Industry officials say they
welcome reform, bul have
asked the government to re
move Lthe subsidies in a phased
manner to prevent a political
and social crisis caused by a
sudden surge in prices.

Eumwundhg India’s pfub. -
lems is the t Public
Distribution System (PDS] un-

der which the government
procures esscntial {tems such

as grain and edible oils and

sclis them to the public at
controlled process.

Economists say the PDS is
incflicient. Many [armers

f to sell to the ern-
%ﬁt h-etl.:it they can get

higher prices in the open
market - another source of In

Nationary pressure.
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Quavle’s call
to shun Japan
bashing

NEW YORK. Apr 28 U S
Vice President Dan Quayle on
L asked Amcricans o
siop Uapan bashing, saying the
two nalions nceded o work
logether as global partners
who can usher in a new cra of
‘open trade and prosperity,”
rcports Reuter.

Quayle sounded a strong
"Japan-is-our-ally” theme in a
speech o the council on for-
cign relations, a think-tank
and in a | news con-
ference in which he also did a
itic  prestdential rivals, Bill
CHnilon and Ross Perot

e called Clinton the prob-
able Democratic candidate but
satd he was began rapidly over-
shadowed by Perot. whe If cur-
renl trends continue. could
emerge as Bush's main rivals in
the clection. As for Perot,
Quaylc sald: "He's a very suc-
ressful businessman. I'd ke o
keep him there

in his speech, Quaylc, who
makes his fourth visit to Japan
next month, said, "Emotional
oulbursts and sicreolyping
mus( stop. Japan-bashing, like
American-bashing, demecans
those who resori to it

Bankers to meet in Cairo to find wayout

ABU DHAI3, Apr 28 . Arab
bankers will gather in Cairo
next week Lo discuss why
some banks in the have
collapsed and others sulfered
losses in what they see as the
start of a bank crisis, reports
AFT?.

A senior Arab banker said
the crisis has hit several banks
worldwide for diflcrent rea-
sons and thal it had begun Lo
find ils way intc some Arab
countrics, including the ofl-
rich Gull nations.

“The crisis started in joint
Arab banks abroad and ils in
fection has spread into somc
Arab countrics,” said Adnan Al-
Hindi, Secretary General ol the
Beirut-based Arab Banks Union

(ABU).

"This is threaltcning the
rcputation and even the exis
tecnce of the banking scclor,”
he said in a statemenl.

The bankers arc o open

Arab banks hea

their three-day conlercnee on
May 5 and the forus will be on
identilying the problem and
proposing solutions. More than
50 bankers. including central
bank governors, will take part
in the meeting.

Hindi said the reasons ol
the crists included bad debis
due to a rush In providing
loans, Lhe absence of capable
bank managemenls, growing
competition, lack of govern-
menl supervision of banks and
the recent Gull War.

“The crisis has already hit
Jordan, Lecbanon, Egypt and
some Gulf Arab slales.” he said
but did not claborate on their
problcms. '

Sceveral banks and olher fi-
nancing institutions have col
lapsed in the first three stlates
whilc some banks abroad have
sulfcred large losscs as a result
of bad dcbis. g

The Bank of Credit and

Commerce Intcrnational
(BCCI), owned 77 pcr cent by
Emirate of Abu Dhabi, has been
shut down worldwide for mas-
stve fraud and 1s In the process
of tion.

Hindt did not claborate on
the impact of the Gull War but

in recent remarks, Abu
chairman | al-Sakhirt said il
deprived banks ol about

100 billton dollar.

“The crisis has also pre
vented Arab banks from enter.
ing the arena of intcrnational
competition for the next 10
years,” he said.

Gull bankers said the Gulf
War had also forced nearly 15
billlon dollar, oul of Armab
banks, most of those funds be-
ing invested in the Wesl.

Ayab stales have nearly 380
banks with estimated assets ol
338 billlon dollar In 1991,
down from around 370 billion

dollar five ycars ago.

ding for crisis?

E-ute roblems and chal-
which face the Arab
banking sector.” Hindi said.

“We should work together
find solullons o neutralise
effects of this crisis.”

to
the

lle urged Arab states to sct
up institutions (o guaraniee
bank deposits, support bank
audit and supervision systems
at the central banks and revise
inancial and banking laws.

MANILA, Apr 28: Asia can
save 15 billion dollar yearly in
a poslt Cold War pcace divided
for educalion, hcalth and
other basics if it nearly freezcs
arms spending, a lcading  ex
perl on development says, rc-
poris AFP.

Mahbubul llaq, a former
Pakistan Finance Minislcr who
serves as advisor to the United
Nations Development Progra-
mme (UNDP) said in a leclure
here Monday that a “window of
opportunity” opcned with the
end of the Cold War.

| the Asian countrics man-

—

"Asia can save $ 15 b from arms costs"

age o [reeze their military
spcnding incrcascd in the
1990s — not cut them by threc
to four per cent cvery year as
industrial nations are begin-
ning to do — it will potcnually
creale a peace dividend of
around 150 billion dollar over
the next dccade, cnough lo

finance all their essential hu- :

man goals,” he said.

Haq estimated that the
poorcr nations ol Asia will
nced only 14 billion dollar a
ycar lo provide basic cducation
and nulrition, primary hcalth

care, lamily planning facilitics,
and safc drinking water to
their people.

"Soldiers oulnumber Leace-
hers in many counines Algh
anistan and Laos have twice as
many soldicrs as tcachers,
Vietnam three times as many,”
he said in the lecture at the
Astan Development Bank head-
quarters in Manila.

Haq said arms spending
was particularly excessive in
soulh Asia, which accounts for
the bulk of the estimaled 700
million Asians mired in
poverty, and has the lowest lit-

. for milk

eracy rate of any region in the
world.

India ranks 100th in the
developing world in iper capita
fincome but first in arms im-
ports, while Pakistani soldiers
to number physicians 10 lo
one, he said. '

"When their children ery
in the middle of the
night, their governments are
oul shopping for Lanks in-
sicad,” had said. "When their
military gencrals travel in air-
conditioned jceps, the chil-
dren of these nations suffocate
in windowlcss classrooms.”

WASHINGTON, Apr 28 :
Japan on Monday cxpressed
support for multinational aid
efforts for the former
Communist Bloc, bul also
pledged greater efforts for the
developing countrics, saying
they must not be [orgolien,
reporis AFP.

*"Though the world has fo-
cused its attention on the cco-
nomic reforms under way in
the former Sovicet republics
and castern European coun-
tries, we musl nol ovcrlook

North Asian free trade zone

BEWING, Apr 28: Officials
of five North Asian countries
opened a meeting here
Tuesday o discuss a bold U N
plan to jointly crealc a [ree-
irade zone, and an initial
blueprint was likely to be ap-
proved, ris AFP,

The three-day mecling
would sel up a consultative
group on invesiment lo ex-

land as dollar reigns

ning the gamut of Moscow
nightlife from A to B.

The whores are [riendly with
the same uniformed hotels
stall ready to deny admis-
sion to local muscovites.The
hotels are foreign currency
oascs.

The women charge 100 to 200
dollar an assignation — a
ycar's salary for some
Russians in rouble terms.

Al Lhose rales, few of the in-
treprencurs in this basic
form of rrtvltc enterprise
are complaining.

There's a story eirculating in
Moscow that a poll of one
high school class revealed
that halfl the teenage girls
had a single ambition upon
lcaving a school — to be-
come a dollar-earning pros-
titute.

Just as the doors stay shut to
Russians, so they open to
foreigners, almost automati-

‘the

Pobr nations mustn't

the importance of encouraging
uninterrupted economic de-
vclopment in the developing
countries,” Financc Minister
Tsutomu Hata said.

Japan on Sunday, along with
its partners in the Group of
Seven major industirialized na-
tion expressed support for a
24 billion dollar aid package
for Russia, although it had crit-
icised its announcement by the
United States and Germany
carlicr this month as prema-
ture as nothing had been [i-

forgotte

Bul Hala stresscd In a
speech Lo the interim commit-

lce of the Intecrnational
Monctary Fund herc Monday
that Japan was rcady to take a
number ol pracitical stcps to
cncourage private as well as
overnment assistance to the
gmrcluping world.

* These included helping
public-funded infrastructure
development, offering “intell-
cctual and technical as-

n:Japan

sistance” to establish financial
and capital markets in a func-
tioning legal system and pro-
moting "the full use of co-fi-
nancing with international fi-
nancial institutions.”

“The role of the IMF has
grown increasingly important
as the economic reform gets
under way in eastern Europe
and the former Soviet re-
publics,” Hata said.

But "the im ol IMF
assistance to other developing
countries remains unchanged."

R

plore international interest in
1000 arc kilomeler
(400 square mile) Tumen
River Delta, site of the pro-
poscd zone, U N officials said.

OfMficials approval of the
drall from the countirics —
China, Mongolia, North Korea,

Russia and South Keorca —
would probably come in May,

supreme

Officials at a foreign currency
storc may ofler queue pri-
ority to a weslern customer,
who may be the only person
among hundreds
secing anything
it

A lot of these food stores offer
high quality imported pro-
duce {in contrast o
Moscow's scruffy shops with
their distinctly unappectis-

ing atmosphere. Notices
outside say "welcome”, fol-
lowed by a qualifier, "hard
currency only."

An estimated two million
Russians in the country
have access to hard cur-
rency and at some western-
run shops they now form
the majority of -

Russian teenagers lorm
queuves outside fashionable

Boutiques.

resent
about

UNDP official Sun Shen satd,
adding that Japan could be
added as a sixth participant al
the same time.

Japancse [inancing is cru-
cial for the success of the
Tumen Delta Zone, which
straddles China, North Korca
and Russia. The 20-year plan

sponsored by the UNDP, calls .

Business briefs

talks begin

for the creation of a 30 billion
dollar free-trade zone in the
resource-rich Delta area, with
‘e intention of crealing a
lcading world port in North
Asia similar to Rettcrdam.

Investment would come
from participating counlrics,

privale business and world
lending agencics.

Fund crisis forces UPI closure: uniwd
Press Intcrnational has told a federal bankruptey judge that it
would have to ccase operations next month and sought

permission o auction its asscts, rcports AP from Washington.

asked

In a letter to Judge Francis Conrad, the company
the auction be held before May 18 — the date the news ser-
vice “will have to cease operations due o an | to meet
fis payroll.” The lctter was sent Friday but the judge had not
ruled on it as of Monday aflernoon.

Dollar falls against yemn: me us dollar fcl
ns! the Japancse yen in Tokyo Tuesday on re

g:ilrll bank interveniion, as share prices gained momlely.

reports AP from Tokyo.

P‘?’hc dollar i:lon:lyzl 133.07 yen, down 0.58 yen from
Monday's closc and also below fts overnight New York finish
at 132.85 yen. Aficr opening at 133.31 yen, #t ranged from
132.65 o 133.45 yen.

The m-mm H'lki‘v:i Stock Average 76.88

or 0.44 per cent, closing at 17,527.40 points. On Mo , the
average lost 91.93 points or 0.52 per cent.

Bush sees expansion by poll time: e
three of slow or nonexistent economie growth, the Bush

administration is looking forward lo a more robust expansion
byuhcth-': time, reports AP from Washingion.



