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Japan, DPRK to start
normalisation

talks on May 13

TOKYO, Apr 28:
and Nerth Korca will hold
their seventh round eof nor-
malisation talks in Beijing on
May 13 and 14. The Foreign
Ministry said today, reports
Reuter

Japan will tell North Korea
that it welcomes its ratification
of a nuclear accord and
Pyongyang will make clear
that it has no intention of pro-
ducing nuclear weapons, min-
istry spokesman Masamich
Hanabusa told reporters.

North Korea recently rati-
fled an international nuclear
safcguardy accord nwnn::l_lt
will have to open its  n ar
facilities to oulside inspection.
No date has been set,

Tokyo. Washington and
Scoul fear North Korea is

Japan

butlding a crude nuclear bomb.
Pyongyang has denied such al

legations.
Normalisation talks have
been down over the

the nuclear issue and Tokyo's
demand that Pyongyang
Japanese wives of Neorth
Korcans to returny home for
visils,

Japan will again raise the
issue of the Japancse wives,
none of whom ve been al-
lowed to visit Japan since
about 1,800 left for North
Korca from 1988 to 1963 with
lhetr husbands, Hanabusa said.
About hall are belicved to have
died.

Hanabusa said he had no
idea how many were still
altve

MOSCOW: Dimitri Biryukov, Editor-in-chief of the Russian language New York Times poses

with the first copy of the paper after a press-conference in Moscow Mondgy. The paper will
have a circulation of 100,000 and will be sold for five roubles.

—AFP/UNB photo

NY Times to launch

Russian-language
bi-weekly in CIS

NEW YORK. Apr 28 : The
New York Times announced on
Monday that ft will begin pub
lishing a Russian-language bi
weekly editton  in the
Commonwalth of Independcnt
Stales. reports AP

Times publisher Arthur O
Sulzberger Jr made the an-
nouhcement al a news conler-
ence here, which was hooked
up by telephone to a simulta-
ncous news conference in
Moscow.

He said initial press runs of
100,000 copics will feature
16-24 of news, features
and opinion. it will sell for 5
rubles, or about 5 cents, in the
Russtan Republic and other
paris of the new Commonealth.

The venture markes Lhe
first timec in The Times' 14]-
year history that it has been
prinled in a forcign language,
sakd Sulzberger.

Americans
own govt,

MIAMI, Apr 28 : US
President George Dush said on
Monday that Cuba will one day
join former communist slates
in embracing democracy bul
ack that America fs
sullering from a dececpening
cynictsm aboul Lhe way ils gov-
ernment  works, reporls
Reuter.

In a start-of term specch to
1,600 graduates of Florida
International Universily on Lhe

fed up with
says Bush

Iis condemnation of Fidel
Caslro's governmenl was Lhe
sort of declaration any politi-
cian must make in this city,
which has a large number of
Cuban pcople, many ol whom
flcd Castro's rulc and would
like to sce him gonec.

Bush carlier this month
tightened the US tradec em-
bargo agatnst Cuba. lie ordered
US ports to refusc cntry to
shipg that had made a stop in

eve of the Pennsylvania presi-
dential primary clection, Bush
spoke optimistically about
prospects for change in Cuba
but acknowledged that Ame-
ricans are fed up with their
own government.

Cuba on their way to the
Uniled States cven I they
slopped somewhere alter leav-
ing Cuba.

The president used most of
this speech to promole a new
"cthnic of responsibility” in
Amcrica — timely remarks,
will come to Cuba, make no since a ncw USA Today/ CNN/
mistake aboul i.” he said to an  gallup poll said on Monday thal
audicnce that included many 61 per cent of volers believe
Cuban-Americans. In Spanish. quilc a few people running the
he said: “in the '90s, it (the government are al least a little
Castro regime) will explode.” crooked.

RRIEFLY

Peace talks adjourned in Bosnia:rcac

talks on l3osnia-1lcrzegovina opencd Monday, but the mecting
quickly adjourned alter the representative of one of the three
warring factions fafled to show, an officials said. reports AP
from Lisbon. '

Serb and Muslim delcgates met brieflly Monday and agreed
to resume talks, said Foreign Minister spokesman Paulo
Chaves. He gave no other detafls of the meeting.

The Croal representative did not ap and it was nol
immediately clear whether the delegatc would attend a ses-
sion on Tuesday. .

Portugal holds the six-month rotation presidency of the
12-nation European community, which is sponsoring the
peacce iniliative.

Suleyman, Ozal honoured: rrs
Prime Ministcr Sulcyman Demirel and President Turgut Ozal
were honoured on last night at a ccremony marking the
500th anniversary of the cxpulsion of hundreds of thousands
of Sephardic Jews [rom Spain to Turkcy, Reuter reports from
New York. .

The celebration, sponsored by Lhe quincentennial founda-
tion of Istanbul, marks the milcstone in 1482 when Spain ex-
pclled more than 200,000 Jews. Some 70 per cent of them
went to the Ottomanempire, of which the modern Turkish
republic was a part.

“Turkey is our ally and our fricnd, and | am honoured to
salute the Turkish pcople in commemorating a great moment
in their history.” President George Bush said in a videotaped
message to more than 600 pcople at the gathering here.

Clark new US Asst Secy of State:

US President George Bush on Monday nominated vetcran
diplomat Willlam Clark to replace Richard Solomon as
Assistant Seccrctary of State for East Asian and Pacific Allairs,
rcports Recuter from Charlotte.

Clark has been US Ambassador to India since 1989 and
before that, he was Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for Astan and Pacific Affairs at the State Department.

lic has also held posts at the US Embassy in Cairo in the
mid- 1 980s. :

The Whitc House made the announcement in Charlotte,
where Bush was attending a campaign fund-raiser. Clark's
nomination requires Scnate confirmation.

‘I guaranice you, [reedom

Woman speaker in UK parliament:
Belty Boothroyd, a former chorus-line dancer, was clected on
Monday as the first woman Speaker of the British Parliament
since the post was cstablished more than 600 years ago.
rcports Reuter from London.

Boothroyd, 62, a right-wing mcmber of the opposition
Labour Party who has served as Depuly Speaker for five years,
wils «r:l«:u:':h:c:ly to preside over the often unruly 651-member
Housc by 372 votes to 238, reflecting her popularity on all
sidcs.

Shc played down the significance of her sex.

“Elect me for what | am, not for what | was born,” she said
before the voltce. :

L3 L] L4
Tajik opposition resumes action:
Thousands ol opponents of the communist icadership of
Tajiksian, a former Soviet central Asian blic, resumed
their protests in the Tajtk capital Dushanbe on Monday.
ITAR-Tass ncws ncy reporied, AFP says [rom Moscow.

Three weeks of protests by the nationalist and Islamic op-
position led o the resignation of the parliamentary speaker,
Salarali Kendjaycv, last week.

But conscrvatives counicred with a series of demonstra-
tions beginning last Saturday to demand Kendjayev's return to
oflice.

Following the removal of Kendjayev and the of a law
on press ccnsorship, opposilion lcaders to halt all
protests until the next parliamentary clections, which are
duc by the end of the year.

Earthquake shakes Alaska: s

measuring 4.5 on the Richter scale shook interior

Alaska on Monday. There were no immediate reports of injury
or damage, reports AP from Alaska.

The quake was centred 14 miles (22 kilometers) north-

cast of the tiny communily of Lime village, about 160 miles

(257 kilometers) northwest of Anchorage. It struck at 1:3]
*pm (2130 GMT).

Guy Urban. a geophysicist at the Tsunami Warning Center
in Palmer, said there was no reason to believe the quake

was
linked to a magnitude-6.9 earthquake Saturday and sharp
aftershocks Sunday that struck Northern California

NEW DELHI, Apr 28 India
loday sald Islamabad's undi-
minished™ support lo lerror-
ism and its "mischicvous” al-
lempl o internabionalise Lhe
Kashmir issue had further ex
acerbaled the already strained
bilateral relations, reports PTI.

The External Affairs Min-
istry's annual rcports (1991
92) regretted that the Pakistan
Forcign Sccretary Shahryar
Khan's assurances to India last
ycar to approach issucs with a
ncw mind had [(atled to gel
reflected on the ground.

Survcying the momentous
changes on the global scene,
the report emphasiscd that
the perception that the world
had become unipolar needed
to bec scen in the context of
unified Germany and Japan on
the road to becoming still
more important cenlres of
economic power.

It also cautioned that the

Indian Foreign Ministry

end ol cold war and lowering
and climination of Eas|-Weslt
lensions had nol brought solu

tions 1o the basic and funda-
mental problems of develop

ment faced by the large major
ily countries.

Fhe report reaflirmed Lhe
continuing relevance of the
NAM and described ils on
dorsement of the Indian pro-
posal for the democratisation
of the Uniled Nations and ex
pansion of the scourily council
as u major achicvement

AP adds: Hun-dreds ol
thousands of Kash -miris
continued a sirike for the
third day Tucsday Lo prolest
the alleged death of two top
Muslim mitlitants n police
cuslody

Shops, banks, schools and
collcges were closcd through
oul the Kashmir vwvalley, the
Muslim deminated region

where Islamic gucerillas arc
fighting lor indepcndence [ro-
m lhe predominantly Hindu
Iredin

Allcndance Iin governmenl
olfices was Lhin because public
iransport Including Irucks
wore ofl the road. llospilals
and other csacntial services
flunctioncd normally, said a po-
lice ollicial, speaking on condi-
Lion ol anonymily

The outlawed Ikhwan ul
Muslameen or Muslim [drot
horhood rebel group called Lhe
sirtke alleging that param
ililary poltcemen last  month
killed two of s lcaders who
wore arrested during o rad

The government has said
the two militants, Javed
Ahmed Shala and Mohammad
Sadiq Soll, escapcd while be-
ing taken for interrogation to a
ncighbouring town (rom
Srinagar, the summer capital
ol Jammu- Kashmir state

-l;eOple's Daily endorses
Deng's reform drive

BEIJING, Apr 28: The
Communist Parly ncwspaper
for the [irst time ecndorscd
scnior leader Deng Xiaoping's
new cconomic  reform drive
on Tuecsday, giving him a ma-
jor boost owver hard-line party
lcaders. reports AD.

The front-page cditorial in
the People's Daily [ Renmin
Ribao) came a day aller the
papcr published comments by
Deng threalening lo use forec
lo crush any allempls toward
political change. His com-
menis were reprinted  in scv-
eral national papcrs Tucsday.

The tithing of the articles
indicated a tradc-ofl, with
Deng apparcntly appcasing
conscrvatives by laking a lough
stance against a possiblc re-
ncwed democracy movemenl,
thus clearing Lhc way for the
edilorial supporting his cco-
nomic reforms.

Market-style reforms Deng
ushered in during the lale
1970s slalled alter hard-lines
gained more infllucnce  lollow-
ing the military's bloody
crackdown on the 1989
democracy movement.  His
commenis made clear Lhat the
lcadership would notl allow re-
forms Lo extend beyond the
cconomy.

"Once Lthe forces ol turmoil
rcappear in the futurc, we will
nol hcsitale to use any mecans
to climinate them as soon as
possible,” the full-page articlc
in Monday's Pcople's Daily
paraphrased Deng as saying.”

"We can usc martial law or
cven measures  harsher and
stricler than martial law to
prevent any interference from
the outside,” it said.

The writer, who used the
pcn name Leng Rong, did not
say when Deng made the
comments.

"Comrade Deng Xiaoping
has pointed out thal liberalism
and turmoil destroy stability,”
he said.

He quoted Deng as saying.”
China can hawe mo mone unrest
and no more upheaval.”

Dengs push  for new eco-
nomic rcforms, launched dur-
ing a tour of southern China
carly this year, had raised
hopes among many Chincse
that controls owver art, aca-
demic and other areas also
would be rclaxed. Bul sources
say little has changed in either
cullural or academic circles.

The paper lagged in report-
ing Deng's southern Lrip, but
joined other publications in
recent wecks in reporting on
ncw reform measures and pub-
lishing commenlaries advocat-
ing the rencwed cmphasis on
cconomic rclorms.

Editorials in the People's
Daily gencral nced to have top
parly approval,

| banks ol the holy Ganges river
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Pak bid to internationalise
Kashmir issue 'mischievous’

On Monday, Indian army
irnops raded & Muslim
RBrotherhood hideout in the
lown of Handwara, 20 kilome-
ler (12 miles)] north eof
Srinagar, and killed five rebels
afltlcr a two -hour gun battle,
said Lhe poliee official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

Bul a rebel spokesman said
soldicrs lined up the five men
and shol them dead.

More than 4,000 people
have been killed in Kashmir
since 1989 when the scpa-
ratist insurgency escalated.

Jammu-Kashmir is India’s
only Muslim majority state
with 65 per cent of its 6 mil-
lion people following Islam.
Nationwide, Muslims are 12
per cenl of India’'s 844 million
people. Hindus account for 82
per cenl.

'Sikhs kill 11 Hindu

pilgrims 1n Punjab

LUCKNOW, Apr 28: Sikh
scparalist rcbels opcned fire
on Hindu pilgnms travelling in
a bus. killing 11 pcople and
wounding 22. police and ncws
reports said Tucsday. reports
AP.

Four Sikhs in a van stoppcd
the bus ncar the pilgrim town
of Haridwar Monday and fired
automalic guns after asking all
women and children to gel
down, police spokesman MP
Nishra said.

He said nine pecople were
killed instantly and two dicd in
a hospital. Untied Ncws of
India said 22 pcoplc were in

jun:-d.
The bus was going Lo
Haridwar, localcd on thc

in Utiar Pradesh State, 425
kilometers (270 miles) north
of Lucknow. the stalc capital.
Mishra said thc gunmen
were believed to be Sikh mih-
tants who have becen [lighting
since 1982 for an independent
nation in the northern state of
Punjab. which is scparated

from Uttar Pradesh by a nar-
row part of llaryana statc.

In a bid to dramalise their
scparalist campaign, the mili-
tants have ofien staged attacks
oulside Punjab, mostly in the
ncighbouring Haryana and the
hills and marshy ricc fields of
northern Uttar Pradcsh.

More than 13,000 pcople
have becn killed in Punjab in
Lhe past five years.
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BONN: German Housing Mimster Irmgard Schwaetzer

.
4

¥

speaks to reporters Monday before taking part in the FDP
(Federal Democratic Party) meeting. Schwaetzer will
replace Hans-Dietrich Genscher as Foreign Minister, a
FDP member announced Monday, making her the first
woman to hold the position in Germany.

L]

—AFP/UNB photo

Fighting con

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, Apr
28 : Fighting Nared Tuesday in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, hours
aflter Bosnian officials ordered
federal troops oul of their re-
public following the proclama:
tlon of a ncw Yugoslavia by
Serbia and Monlencgro, re-
ports AP

The fighting cast doubt on
any success for Europcan
Community talks in Lisbon,
Portugal, with Icaders of
Bosnia's Slavic Muslims, Serbs
and Croals.

Hosnia's presidency late
Monday demanded the federal
military withdraw {ls esli-
mated 100,000 troops under
the supervision ol the repub-
ho's Inl:-rior Ministry -.m,ﬂ
monilors.

But Gen Milutin Kukanjac,

an army commander [or
Bosnia, told reporters carlicr
that the army would nol with-
drew, The army says more
than 80 per cent of [ederal
Lroops in Bosnia are local cth-
nic Scrbs.

According to a slalemen!
carried by the Belgrade-bascd
Tanjug news agency, army
members can join a newly
formed Bosnian dcfense force
or leave the. republie “in an
orderly lashion.”

Immediately after the an-
nouncement, flerce fighting
erupied in the Sarajevo suburb
of llidza, apparently between
Scrb and Muslim militias.

Mortar explosions, cannon
firce and lght artillery rever-
berated overnight. Gunfire was
still being heard Tuesday

morning.
Clashes werc reported
elsewhere. Radio Sarajevo

claimed Serb irregulars killed
scven Muslims in Foca, a pre-
dominantly Muslim town to-
ward the Monlencgrin border
seized by Serbian forces two
weeks ago.

An unspecified number of
people died and morce than 20
people were wounded in an
artillery attack latc Monday on
southwestern Moslar,
Croals oppose local federal
forces, Tanjug said.

The army command also
reporied several people killed
in the northern town of
Derventa.

Serbs, who comprise about
one-third of Bosnia's 4.4 mil-
lion pcople, reject indcpen-

Penguins dance with
Tagore songs

CALCUTTA: Rabindranath Tagore has acquired an unusual
mwﬂ:m-{ht’m—
ﬂrprngm::mr

L £l

reports.
ins arc very much responsive to music and
much like human . They mowve their bodies to the
notcs of music, said a who recently

an expedition to Antarctica.
, who was a member of the |1th

i
I

Srikumar Chat
Indian Seientific Expedition Team, said that he conducted
various with Lhe al Schirmachar oasis
in east Antarctica and found that (hey responded with body
move ment when Iw music _hd'*

Arms of CIS Pacific
Fleet stolen

MOSCOW: Thicves uscd lor documents to enter and
arms dcport of the CIS Pactfic 1 in Viadivostok and steal
Marge quantity” of Kalashnikov automatic rifles and
pistols, [tar-Tass ncws agency said Tucsday, AFP reports .

it look guards a day to rcalize that the weapons
missing. the agency sald, adding that so far 13 of the
matic riflcs had been recovercd and that the military magls-
iratc had opencd an investigation in the thefl

It was “very curious’ that the thicves physically allacked no
onc but simply showed fake documents to gain access o the
depol, where rpekets and other artillery hardware were also
stored. Nar-Tass said

Panda mates foil mating

in London zoo

LONDON: It be spring but love is not in the air at the
panda cnclosure of the London zo0, AP

Ming Ming, the 1] -year-old female, s from 2

lorn ear suflered on her first date with Bao Bao, several wecks

ago. So if Lthe patier of little paws is to be heard, the 200 may

have 1o resort o artiflicial insemination, curator Dr. Jo Gipps

sai] Monday.
Aggression between two maling pandas was te be ex

3

Off the Record

peeted, he said.

On their first encounter, the two pandas started hitting
cach other. When it became clear the mecting was not going

as planned,

kecpers tried (o disiract the pandas using dustbin

Wds. air horns and fire extinguishers, Gipps said.

‘Bao Bao was ollowing her with more avarice Lthan aggres-
sive intent and pcrhaps getting a bit cross she wasn'l re-
sponding the way he wanted,” he said.

Ming Ming, much smaller than HBao Bao, spent
week in the zoo hospilal with her wounded car

claw

than &
snagged

The 13-year-old male. who met Ming Ming afler years of

solitude in Germany
amcis,

is unlikely to get a chance 0 make

Panda mating scason lasts just a few days, once a year, and

Ming Ming could be ready any now, Gipps
Artificial insemination of pa

sadd.
in caplivity has been sue-

cessful tn more than 25 cascs, he said.
Il Ming Ming relented and sofltened towards Bao Bao, an-
other natural mating attempt might go ahead, he added,

UFO sighting panics Aussies

SYDNEY: A very
lights was still u

. nd ob with bright flashing
"hours afier

visiting and terrifying

residents of towns near here early Tuesday, police said, AFP

repeorts.

The unidentified flying object (UFO) waa
New South Wales county towns of Touk

according to

over the

ley and Wyong.

who reccived several calls from residents

they described as worried and even hysterical.
They reported “seeing -nm:thlng hover silently abowve

their townships then speed

ofl in a

of Nashing lights."

said Toukley police Sergeant Wayne.

Shaw, whose station reccived a spa
All the callers described a huge
ights, Shaw said.

bright red and white flashing |
"One man was walking his

became hysterical, snapping its

said

te of calls from 2.30 am.
, blowing, round object with

along the beach and the dog
and running away,” he

The object then took ofl at high speed heading North

without making a sound.

“Some of the callers sounded a bit hysterical, but they
scemed to be of sound mind,” Shaw added. "But so far we've
gol no idea what | could have been.” 1

Police and residents who contacted a nearby air base were
told the RAAF did not have any aircralt in the sky at the time,
apart from a helicopter which had been 20 kilometres out to

SCA.

Foreign news - | 1.30 lakh join public-sector
stoppage in Germany

agencies not
allowed in India

NEW DELHI, Apr 28: A se-
nfor Indtan official said that
operations of foreign news
agencies would not be permit-
ted in India, reports Xinhua.

While answering questions
in Lok Sabha (Lower house of
parliament ) on Monday, Min-
ister for Information and
Broadcasting Ajit Punjab said
that both the Indian news
agencies — PTlI and UNI —
were able to meet all the re-
quirements.

The minister said that as
the indigenous agencies had a
fairly wide network, there was
no need for them to seck help
or assistance from any quarter.

At present the ment
has decided not to take the
help of any foreign agency, the
official said, adding, 'we will
rely on our own indigenous
agencies UNI and PTI

[3ONN, Germany, Apr 28:
Tens of thousands of employ-
ces joined nationwide picket
lincs on Tuesday. swilling
Germany's first public workers
sirikc in 18 years lo ncw pro-
portions, rcports AP.

Commulers jammed auto-
bahns in Germany's meosl
populous slate, North Rhinc-
Westphalia, as workers werc
forced to use their cars rather
than idled mass transit.

The stale was spared job ac-
tions by transit workcrs on
Monday, the first day ol the na-
tionwide strike.

Bul on Tuesday, the ranks
of striking workers were
swelled by 57,000 cmployces
in North Rhine-Westphalia,
aboul half of them in the tran-
sil scclor.

Key citics such as
Duesseldorf, Cologne and Bonn
are in North Rhinc-

} Westphalia,

Union oflicials said about.
130,000 workcrs were partic-
ipating in the strike on
Tucsday, 55,000 morc than
the day before. vl

Garbage disposal wnrkcm!
letter-carricrs and federal |
railway employees are also
amang the public workers'|
participating in the job actions..

i

¢ Telephone workers in some.
arcas joincd the sirike. but il
was nol clear whelher there,
was any interruption in ser-’
viec, i
Frankfurt's freight train de- -
pot was emply ol trains. it

Postal employces stayed,
away from their work places in
48 cities, including Cologne,
Mucnster, Bremen, and
Nuremberg.

Aboutl 6,500 posial workers -
struck in the Ruhr Valley

where.

dence, Paramilitary Serbs,
sometimes backed by [ederal
troops, have scized large
chunks of territory In hopes ol
proclaiming their own republie
inside Bosnia.

Muslims and Croats over:
whelmingly backed indepen-
denee in a Feb 29 vote that set
ofl cthnic violence in which
more than 250 pcople have
dicd.

In the federal parlfament in
[clgrade, Serbia and its lone
ally Montenegro proclaimed a
new Yugoslavia, occupying 45
per cent of the territory of
what was once a six-member
fedcration.

[losnian officials argued that
proclamation made the fedcral
army an occupation force.

“Today a new statée has been

tinues in Bosnia- Herzegovina

creatcd, and the army in
Bosnda-Herzegovina cannot
rcmain under the command of
that slate,” said Ejub Ganic, a

member of Bosnia's collective
presidency.
Slovenia, Croatia and

DBosnia-1lerzegovina have been
broadly rccognized as inde-
pendent states. Macedonia has
also declared independence.
The new f[ederation hopes
to inherit the international
rccognition and privileges of
the former Yugoslavia, [lirst
founded aflter World War | and
rcercaled as  a Communist
federation under the late Josip
Iroz Tito aller World War Il
Leaders of the new country
ledged its formation would
alt the ethnic war that has
killed at least 10,000 people.

Accord on South'.'
African interim
govt in offing

JOHANNESHBURG, Apr 28 :
The government has moved
closer to agreement with its
major negotiating partiners on
an interim government to lead
South Africa from white rule.
to multi-racial democracy, offi-
cials said Tuesday, reports:
Reuter. ;

A technical sub-commilice
al multi-party talks, the con-
vention for a democratic South
Africa [CODESA), on Monday
proposed the appointment of &
cabinct-level interim  joint
council with as yet undefinod

powers.

Officials sasd the proposed
council would include mem-

bers of the main parties
would rank with President.



