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PM opens edn
confce tomorrow’

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will inaugurate a
conference on "Education for
All : Social Mobilisation™ on
April 30 at 10.30 am at
Shilpakala Academy. The inau-
gural speech of the Prime
Minister will be directly
broadcast by Radio Bangladesh
from the conference hall of

Shilpakala Academy. reports
BSS,

Four snatchers
arrested

Police Tuesday arrested
four snatchers from Kamran
girchar and recovered arms
and money I[rom their
possession. The arrested per
sons : Ayub Ali (22). Babu!
(22). Rokonuddin (23) and
Sohel (23). Police recovered a
hand bomb and a dagger from
them. Police also arrested 9]
people. 14 ol them wanted
eriminals. Iin last 24 hours
from different parts of the city,

reports UNB.

JP public meet

on May 11

Jattya Party will hold a pub-
lic meeting at the south gate of
Battul Mukarram at 3 pm on
May 11. Central leaders of the
party will address the meeting.

says 'a party press rclease.
Citizens' meet
today

A citizens’ meeting will be
held this afternoon at the cen-
tral Shaheed Minar to condole
the death ol Satyajit Ray. the
world famous fillm maker and
writer. Sammilita Sangskritik
Jote will organise the condo-
lence meeting in cooperation
with Federation of
Film Societies and Short Film
Forum, reports BSS,
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Myanmar non-committal over involving UNHCR

Dhaka-Yangon accord on

refugee repatriation

‘As the Rohingyas keep
crossing into Bangladesh in
thousands everyday, the
Foreign Ministers of Ba
desh and Myanmar yeste
signed a joint statement
agreeing on their repatriation.

At the same time officials
of both sides also signed
agreed minutes on the modali-
ties saying the process would
start by May 15.

The two sides.-. at LtLhe
‘technical working group’
meeting agreed that ‘the pro-
cess of repatriation would
start not later than May .15,
1992° according to a Foreign
Office statement that added
The Myanmar side expressed
willingness to start the pro-
cess even before schedule and,
if possible. to complete the

- --—lh_- — — , -
Myanmar Foreign Minister U Ohn (iyaw addressing a joint press conference aflter sigiing the agreement yesterday.

By Toufigue Imrose Khalidi

n within six months
of the date of commencement .

*Both the sides recognise
the role of the UNHCR at vari-
ous s of the repatriation
process,” read the joint state-
ment that the two ministers

»“The repatriation should
be safe and voluntary... re-
turnees should be settled iIn
their own houscholds and orig-
inal places ol residence to en-
ablec them to carry on their
livelthood as members of
Myanmar society™. the joint
statement said.

It was agreed that Bangla
desh would ‘fully assoctate the
representatives of the UNHCR’
in the repatriation process
while ‘Myanmar agreed that
the services of the UNIHCR

could be drawn upon as
nceded al an appropriaic
time .

Talking w0 the press alter
the brrrﬂ signing of the joint
statement. Bangladesh Foreign
Minister A 8 M Mastalizur
Rahman said that he hoped all
reflugees would return but
added "1 will not lorcibly push
them back’

On tht recurrent exodus
[rom Myanmar. Foreign
Minister Ohn Gyaw told re
porters “We'll create a conge-
nial atmosphere so that they
don’'t come back”.

Amid allegations of persecu
tion by Myanmar authorilics
on the Rohingyas and the con-
tinuing influx, there is skopti
cism about whether the
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Agreed minutes
on repatriation
modalities
signed

By Staff Correspondent

The technical level workd
groups of Bangladesh -::g
Myanmar alter two rounds ol
talks on Sunday and Monday
signed an agreed minules yes-
terday detailing the modalities
ol repatriation.

They discussed ume sched-
ules, logistics arrangements.
reception procedurces. com-
munication arrangemenl elc
and drafted proposals ‘which
after examination by the rele-
van! authorities on both sides

Ser Page 12 Col 7

Sitting on his right are Bangladesh Foreign Minister Mostafizur Rahman and Home Minister Abdul Matin Chowdhury.

— Star ph oto

HRAHMANBARIA. Apr 28:
Prime Minister Begum Khalcda
Zia nday expressed the belict
tha! the people would totally
discard those who wanted w
destroy democracy and make
the country dependent on
others, reports BSS.

"Those who disrupted the
development and democratic
process in the past had 1o face
downlall. she said adding the
elements who now wanted to
destroy the democratic pro-
cess would have to face politi-
cal eimination.

The Prime Minister was

| nddn:snini a big gathering in

Brahmanbaria Government
College premises.

Begum Zia said a certain
quarter which did not believe
in demoeracy wanted to hin-
der the development process
to make the country a case of
bottomless baskel

Begum Zia calied upon the
people, including the freedom
fighters to get themselves in-
volved in the on-going uplift
activities to achieve the cher-
ished goal of self-reliance for
the country, .

‘She sald "it 1s very regret-
table that when local and for-
ecign investors are getiing en-
couraged to set up industries
in our country, some vested
quarters are oul to destroy sta-

People will discard conspirators: PM

bility and disrupt the industri-
alisation process.”

She said the new indusiral
policy had created encourage-
men! in the economic field.

She expressced her belief
that the policy would be the
catalyst in the spcedy indus-
trialisation of the country
which in turn would greatly
solve the unemployment prob-
lem. _

Begum Zia said all our de-
velopment eflorts would go in
vain if the rate of population
growth was not checked. She
said "we have to motivate the
people especially those who
are lagging behind. to practise
small family norms.”

The Prime Minister for-
mally switched on the pump to
the water flow into the 7 km
Laual Khal [canal) at the Sarail
in the district. The canal. dug
in two months, would facili-
tate frrigation and solve water
logging problem in 14 villages.
It would solve water stagnation
problem on 6000 acres and
provide irrigation [acilities on
2000 acres.

The Prime Minister also
addressed a public meeting
organised on the occasion. She
called upon the people to take
part in the canal digging pro-
gramme spontaneously. She
said the programme was taken
up by late President Ziaur

Rahman and thc prescni goy
ernment had restarted @t with
an aim to make the farmers of
the country scli-reliant.

She called upon the people
to take part in the tree planta
tton programme ol the gov
ernment 1o maintain the eco-

logical balance
The meelings were ad-
dressed. among others, by

State Minister for Shipping
Harun-ur-Rashid. Farida Rah-
man MP., Asiya Rahman MP.
Abdus Sattar Bhuivan MP. Mian
Abdullah Wajed MP. Wali Ash-
ral MP, Jubadal President Ab-
dullah Al Baki, student leader
Zahirul Hug and Takdir Ho-
ssain Jasim. '

The Prime Minister laid the
foundation stoné of a 50-bed
modern hospital.

m Zia also inaaguraled
the 300-line container ex-
change of telephone. T and T
Minister Keramat Ali was pre-
sent on the occasion. The
Prime Minister talked to the
T- and T Minister over Icle-
phone after the inauguration ol
the exchange.

- With this addition in the
lines, the district now has
1000 lines. The cost of setting

isp this exchange was Taka 85

lakh®
The Prime Minister laid the
foundation stone of Niaz

|

Kuala Lumpur meet

Consensus on key
issues of draft
declaration

KUALA LUMPUK. Apr 28:
Consensus has been reached
on the key issucs to be taken
up at the Earth Summit in
Brazil in June and the final
draft of Kuala Lumpur
Declaration is now ready. re-
ports Bernama.

The declaration is better
than expected, said Malaysia's
Science, Technology and
Environment Minister Law
Hieng Ding who is chairing the
meeting which started
Monday.

Senior offi¢ials of 54 devel-
oping countries had. worked
for four days, one day more
than seheduled to arrive at the
consensus, despite a five-hour
black-out that hit the venue,
Crown Princess Hotel, during a
thunderstorm late Sunday
Jevening.

The main sticking point in
the officials’ marathon meet-
ing. that of the question of the
financial mechanisms 1o
emerge from Rio. was finally
ironed oul and the Ministers
had their dralt ready when
they started their meeting
carly Monday.

Editorial on page 4

Refugees s

TEKNAF : Usun Johar litkes
Bangladesh, even when his
home is a dustly, overcrowded
camp named .Dumdumia-2,
perehed on the foothills by the
roadside lacing the river Nal.

Johar can sec the flatlands
of ‘Myanmar on the castern
shore of the Nal and the im-
posing, mist-shrouded hills
beyond. But he has long
stopped thinking about the
friends he lelt behind in his
home village in Maungdaw
district of Rakhaine province,
once known as Arakan.

“I like it here, | want to
stay here”, Johar's cyes sparkie
as a shy grin pushes back his

chubby, round checks, "There
is no military here, no sol-
diers, that's why | Mke it here”.

Usun Johar is no militant.
He is just six years old, one of
seven children of a poor
Rohingya farmer who took
shelter in this camp with a
40,000 population, five kilo-
metres north of Teknal, a
month or so ago.

Haunting memories of Scna
Julum or military rcpression
cul across generations among
the refugees, the vast majority
of whom are Muslims with a
local dialcet of Bangla as their
miother tonguec,

Syed Alam, a 66-year old

Mohammad Khan Stadium.

farmer from the village of
Haisoratha in Maungdaw [led
across the river Tuesday lasl
along with his son.

“I have been suflering in
Arakan for as long as | can rc-
member®, Alam says, his
wrinkKled, bearded face full of
anger and anguish, °1 can't
make you understand haw
painful it has becn, my son.”

Despite having fertile jand
and flishing equipment, Alam
and his family were pushed to
the verge of ruin and starvation
by Myanmar troops who regu-
lar?r took away their crops and
stole whatever fish thcy could
calch in the sca.

cared to go back

By Sabir Mustafa

To the world outside, Johar
and Alam arc probably mere
statfstics, two ol 2,28,000
Rohingyas who have .fled to
south-castern DBangladesh
since March last ycar.

To Ohn Gyaw, the Myanmar
Forelgn Minister, these wo
representatives - of three
generations of Rohingyas are
two more who have to prove
their restdence in Rakhaine
*before being considered * for
repatriation.

| was born in Arakan, and
so was my son Sallmullah. We
have documcnis to prove Il

ton, but we don’t want to go
Sce Page 12 Col B
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Mojaddedi takes

OVEer as

clashes

continue

KABUL. Apr 28B: Heavy
fighting broke out again today
in the capital Kabul
shortly alter moderate Mu-
jahedeen leader Sibgatullah
Mojadeddi assumed the iIn-
terim presidency of the coun-

try. reports AFP,
A rocket hit the Foreign

Ministry, where minutes car-
lier Mojadedd! had taken over
z-vr from remnants of the

mer mt-h‘]}l.-m ROV -

.mt.uthlmrcﬂlnd

between his supporters and
guerillas of radical leader
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, wit-
nesses pald.

Mu commandos in
Camouflage battledress and
brandishing rocket-launchers
and AK-47 assault rifles had
thrown a tight security cordon
for the ceremony, which began
with the recitation of verses
from the Koran.

mander Ahmed Shah Masood,
an ethnic Tajik. and his rival

Hekmatyar, a Pashtun.
Witnesses said also

erupted around the Interior
Ministry, which had been un-
der matyar's control.
Mojadded! 1s backed by
Masood, who was also on his
way o Kabul, according to his
party in Pakistan.
Scv Page 12 Col |

Star Special
The cconomy ol Bangladesh  been initiated.
has improved following differ- “While some tive results
ent economic reforms intro-  of reforms are a evident,

duced by Lhe present govern-
ment. Besides, the economy is
forecast to grow by 4.7 per

cent in 1992 and 5.2 per cent

in 1993.

This has been stated in the
Asian Development Outlook.
1992 published by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB). The
lourth in an annual sertes since

1989, the Outlook will be
available for public use on May
| this year.

The Outlook 1s the ADH's
annual survey of economic
progress in its developing
member countries in Asia and
the Pactfic. |

The current issue deals
with an in-depth analysis of ru-
ral poverty in Asia.

Referring to the recent
economiec growth and
prospecty in Bangladesh the
report said that the momen-
tum of would depend
on speedy implementation. in-
tensification and continuity of

the reforms that have already

the reforms likely will yield
more benefits In future,” the
report added.

Discussing the growth situa-
tions in India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, the report said that
economic growth In India
would be constrained by tight

mon and fiscal policies
lnd:‘:‘ryhnrc-of-pnyml situ-
ation. The rate for

India has been forecast o be
4.6 per cent during the cur-
resl apd the next year.

of Pakistan.
according 1o report. will

grow by 6.7 ger cent in 1992
and 7.2 per cent in 1993
Howewer, the report cautioned
“to sustain the higher growth
rates, it will be necessary not
only to press ahead with cur-
rent policies, but also to ex-
tend these policies into the
areas of trade policy and agri-
culture.”

According to the report,
the economy of Sri Lanka was
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'Z1a created crisis’

Mujib govt gave CHT
autonomy: Hasina

KITAGRACHARI, Apr 28:
wami League President and
l.eader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina loday called for
ovcrall development of the
Chittagong llill Tracts by rc-
solving prevailing problems
which she blamed on the Zla
governmenl, reports UNI.

Sheikh Mujib’s government
gave autonomy to the CHT, but
the Ziaur Rahman government
crcaled the problems, she said
addressing an cxtended mect-
ing of lcaders and workers of
the district Awami Lcaguc at
Circuit Housc this morning.

Hasina called for finding out
the causcs of thc present
problems in the Hill Tracts.
Ccriain quaricrs arc responsi-
ble for creating discrimination
between the tribals and the
non-tribals.

"We don't differentiate be-
tween Bangalees and Paharces.
Our aim is to reslore peace
and discipline in Chittagong
Hill Tracts and cnsure devel-
opment of the pcople there,”
she said.

She asked each ol her party

| workers lo plant trecs in Lhe

Hill Tracts now facing threat of
deforestation.

Hasina came hcre Monday
to visit a cluster village,
Logang, where deaths and de-
struction occurred on April 10
as a rcsult of the tribal-non-
tribal strife.

She said Chittagong Hill
Tracts i{s cndowed with natural
resources. That should be ex-
plored for its development.

The opposition leader al-
leged the government had
failed to run the country bc-
cause of its incfficiency. "It has
no idca about the problems
facing thc pcople.”

She asked her partymen lo
work unitedly for strengthen-
ing thc organisation. In this
conlext, shc said Awami
League had announced fis eco-
nomic policy lo bring aboul
emancipalion of the deprived

le.

’Iic mceting was presided
over by Dost Mohammad
Chowdhury, President of the
district Awami Leaguc.

Party leaders Begum Matia
Chowdhury, Ivy Rahman, Kalpa

See Page 12 Col 8

ALWC meets to talk

movement strategy

By Nurul Kabir

The Awami League Working
Committee (ALWC) meets in an
emergency meeting this morn-
ing to discuss shifting of the
date of the party council and
the strategy of the party lor
political movements in the
near future, sources say.

The controversial 'Montu
issue’ might also come up for
discussion, sources added.

The last extended meeting
of the party decided May 30
for holding the central council
of the while April 30 was
the last date for the district

units of the party to complete
their respective councils.

According to AL sources, a
significant number of the dis-
trict units of the party have
failed to ‘hold their councils
within the deadline fixed ear-
lier which pushed the AL lead-
ers 1o discuss shifting the date
of eentral council scheduled to
be held on May 30.

Apart from it, leaders of a

large number of the district

units of the party are busy in

connection with the Paurasava
Sce Page 12 Col 4
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| Ecbnomy inproves,_
- ADB report says
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directors

detained

By Staff Correspondent

Special Branch (SB) police
late Monday night arrested iwo
directors of Bangladesh
Commercee and Investment
(BCI) Limited from their re-
spective residences under the
Special Powers Act 1974

The two directors were
identified by ice as K M
Farugue an Mohammad
Faruque. They were arrested
from Indira Road and
Mohammadpur Housing
Society respectively. a police

sources sabd .
The BCl Lid had become

! inoperative last week because

of a Bquidity crisis caused by
overdrawing of company funds
by its directors. according to
an earlier report

The arrested directors
were senlt lo the Dhaka Central
Jail Tuesday and given 120
days detention by the govern-
ment. the source said.

A high police offictal sadd
that detentton orders were is-
sued againsi several other
officials of the company but
was tight- lipped about -
vulging their identities.

UNB adds: Chiefl Metro
politan Magistrate Tuesday
issued warrants of arrest
against 19 direr rs of BCI
inchuding s Chetrman and
Managing MMrector Mustaflzur
Rahman. for conducting unau-
thorised banking transactions.

BCL (N-S) groups
fight gunbattle
on DU campus

By Staff Correspondent

The two feuding groups of
the JSD (Inu)-backed Chﬁﬂll"‘l
League (N-S) again locked in a
clash Tuesday using guns and
cocktails on the Dhaka
University campus.

The gunfight began at about
1-20 pm and continued for
about hall an hour with around
100 shots being fired. None
was, however, injured.

Police intervened lobbing
lcargas shells and chasing the
gunmen and managed lo con-
trol the situation.

The incident spread panie
on the campus and situdents,
teachers and employees of the
university ran for salety.

The [irst clash between the
two groups ok place Saturday
following the assault on
Shamim. an activist of the BCL
(N-S). who belonged to BCL
general secretary Shafl
Ahmed-backed group. on the
previous night.

Campus source said that the
Shafi Ahmed group took shel-
ter in Mohsin Hall and another
group in Suryasen Hall.

According to BCL sources,
Shafi Ahmed was ousted from
the campus for his alleged in-
volvement in the killing of BCL
(N-S) central jeader Abu Hasan
Murad.

Meanwhile, the political ac-
tivities of the organisation was
suspended on the Dhaka
University campus Sunday fol-
lowing the recent incidents.

Tension.was prevailing on
the campus as both the groups
had taken up positions in two
nearby halls ~with lethal
weapons, campus sources said.

UNICEEF chief
arrives today

James P Grant, Executive
Director of the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), ar-
rives here Wednesday on a
three-day visit to Bangladesh,
reports BSS.

The UNICEF Chiefl will call
on Prime Minister Begum.
Khaleda Zia. Ministers of For-
eign Affairs, Finance, Health
and Family Welfare, Education
and LGRD and Cooperatives,
and other high officials.

Grant will attend a com-
missioning ceremony of a salt
jodization plant at a salt factory
near Dhaka today,

OIC Secy General
in city

Secretary General of the
Organisation of Islamic
Conference (0IC) Dr Hamid
Algabid arrived in Dhaka
Tuesday night to have a close
look of the Rohi a Muslim
refugees in Bangladesh, re-
ports LINB.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman recefved
the distinguished gues} at the
Zia International Airport.

Heads of diplomatic mis-
sions of Muslim countries were

senl.

The OIC Secretary General
is leading a 12; member dele-
gation in his three- day official
tour.



