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BCCP awaits
Indian word on
Asia Cup

KARACHI, Apr 27 : Pakistan
is waiting for India's reply on
playing in the Asia Cup cricket
tournament scheduled for herc
in October, the secretary ol
the Beoard of Control lor
Cricket in Pakistan (BCCP) said

Monday, reporta AFP.

Shahtd Rafl said, "The game
of crickel between Pakistan
and India has always gencrated
tremendous interest and we
arc anxiously looking forward
to fulfilment of India's obliga
tion to play the Asia Cup at
Karach! in October.”

He sad the Astan Crickel
Council In ils mecting al
Sharjah had dectded India was
obligated Lo come.

As for lormer Indian captain
Sunil Gavaskar's remarks that
he would like to see the two
countrics resume Tesl serics,
Rafi said he was “encouraged
by such statements. although
we have not yet received any
official invitation in this re-
gard.”

GCavaskar, in Pakistan to
participate in a special cere-
mony to honour the World
Cup-winning Pakistan team,
also said officials of the cricket

boards of the two countries
were likely to meel next
month to work out details.

Rall declined to either con-
firms or deny the statement.

India came o Pakistan on
an almost six-week tour in
1989-90, drawing the [our-
Test series.

The following year Pakistan
was to visil India but the tour
was called oflf amid a religious
controversy in India which
pitched Hindus and Muslims
against each other India is
predominantly Hindu, while
Pakist: Is predominantly
Muslim.

Lucky Ka_s.-parov

DORTMUND, Germany, Apr
27: World chess champion
Gary Kasparov snatched a last-
gasp joint first place in the
Dortmund international tour-
nament Sunday, winning his
last while the overnight
leader Vasily Ivanchuk was
held to a draw, reports AFP.

Kasparov beat his fellow
Russian Valery Salov in 54
moves to achieve a 6-out-of-9
final score, t at the last
with Ukraines' Ivanchuk who
was held by the Latvian Alexei
Shirov.

The three other final round
games, between Yevgency
Bareyev (Russia)] and Michael
Adams (Britain), between
Jeroen Piket (Netherlands)
and Viswanathan Anand (India)
, and between Gata Kamsky
(US] and Robert Huebner
(Germany), were all drawn.

The final standings were as
follows : 1. Kasparov, Ivanchuk
6 points ; 3. Bareyev 5.5 pts: 4.
Anand 5 pts; 5. Kamsky, Salov
4.5 pts: 7. Huebner 4 pts; B.
Adams, Shirov 3.5 pts: 10.

Overnight rain

fatled to stop
Sylhet and
Comilla from re-

| serving semiflinal
berths in the final
round of the tenth Nirman
Schools cricket championship.
Yesterday at the Dhaka
Stadium Sylhet Afded High
School registercd a 32-run vic-
over Gazi Memorial School
of Ina in a curtailed :
Sent in to bat in a match that
got off 1o a delayed start be-
cause ol the wet ground con-
ditions following Sunday
night's welcome drizzle the
SC | from the ecastern dis-
trict of the country collected
106 for five wickets lrom their
reduced quota ol 20 overs.
Skipper Nasimul Hu
Shakil top scored with 25 o
21 balls as three of his team
mates were run out in search
of quick runs. Utpal Singh Roy
remained not out on 20 and
Parvez chipped in with a useful
18
Barat Hossain Sajal with one
for ten and Ajmal Hossain
Mithu with one for 21 were
the successful bowlers.,

With an asking rate ol more
than five per over Gazi
Mcmorial High School made a
heavy weather of a not-so-diffi-
cult . The upper or-
der batsmen slowed down the
pace in an attempt to consoli-

Sports Reporter

date their position and indis-
cretion erept in as the later
batsmen attempted suicidal
singles outl of sheer frustra-
tion. Five batamen were run
out and the whole side was
dismissed for 74 in 18.] overs
with Mizanur Rahman Sumon
topscoring with |4 Kartm was
the other batsman to reach
double Agures.

A Rahman was the pick of
the Sylheti bowlers with fig-
ures of two for four. Parvez
with one for 12 and Imdadul

with ene for 17 were the
other notable sharers of the
spoils.

Parvez was namecd man-ol-
the-match for his 18 runs and
one wicket.

Comilla Zila School carved
out a B55-run victory over
Syedpur Islamia High School a
the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium to enter the semifi-

Comilla won the toss and
batted through their quota of
40 overs to make 161 for
seven wickets.

Himu scored E enterpris-
ing 40 with the Relp of three
fours while skipper Lipu made
37, inclusive of two fours.
Sunny with 14 and Anis with
13 were the other notable
scorers. The lop-sided show by
the Syedpur bowlers and field-
ers deposited 31 invaluable
extra runs in the Comilla ac-
count.

Shabahat Ali bowled very
well for the school side from
the northern region of the
country to finish with
of three wickets for 30. K
Ashral with two for 22 and

with one for 26 backed
him up well.

Syedpur Islaymia School got
ofl 10 a good start but wilted
under pressure as their oppo-
nents tightened their clasp al
a vital stage of the game.
Masum Badar upheld the
challenge with a deflant 36
but none of his team mates,
with the exceptions of Nadim
and Shahbahat All, could
match his efforts. Nadim made
16 while Shahbahat got 11 as
the team were all out for 106
in 36 overs.

All the bowiers employed by
Comilla skipper Lipu came

with Anis having the best
igures of two for 13.
Ahsanullah took two for 16,
and Khokon two for 25. Sajidul
islam and Sujon claimed a
wicket each.

Himu of Comilla was de-
clared the man-of-the-match
for his useful innings of 40.

Comilla play Nasirabad High
School from Chittagong in one
semifinal at the Dhaka Stadium
while Sylhet Aided School take
on Dhanmondi Government
Boy's High School today in the
other at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium.

Botham feat takes

Durham to the top

. LONDON, Apr 27:
Newco mers
Durham, helped
by a responsible
67 ([rom Ilan
Botham, went
joint top of the Sunday cricket
league with an eight-run
victory over Leicestershire,
reports Reuter.

Aflter dast week's historic
win over Lancashirc in their
opening game as a first class
county, Durham were again in
fine [rom with the bat totalling
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232 lor seven.

When the visitors looked as
if they might win, Botham
bowled Phil Whitticase, ran out
Tim Boon for 49 and then took
a catch at mid-on to dismiss
Gordon Parsons.

At Chelmsford, in a match

reduced by rain to 10 overs a
sidc, John Sticphenson con
firmed his growing repulation
as an all-rounder, inspiring
Essex to a 10-wickel victory
over Surrey.

Stephenson, who surpris-
ingly emerged as the top
wicket-taker during England’s
winter tour of the West Indies,
collected threc for 10 in his
permitted two overs of gentle
medium pace.

Essex scorched to victory
with eight deliveries to spare,
finishing on 88 without loss al-
ter Surrey made 84 for nine.

Captain Graham Gooch, fol-
lowing two ducks earlicr in the

weck, madc 48. Slcﬁhcnlﬂn
kepl him company with 38.

Essex and Durham were
joined at the top on ecight
points by Middlesex, who beat
Glamorgan by eight wickets at
Lord’'s, with Mark Rampra
kash, in recent disciplinary
trouble, striking a cavalier,
unbeaten 88 [rom only 86

His third-wicket stand of
150 Mike Roseberry (71 not
out] in just 25 overs was a
Middlesex one-day record.

Glamorgan's bowlers were
put to the sword as the pair
overhauled the Welsh county’s
testing 181 for five with nine
balls to spare in a contest re-
duced to 33 overs by rain.

Ramprakash was fined a
maximum two weeks' on
Wednesday for verbal abuse of a
Cambridge University crick-
eler.
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Austrian tennis player Thomas Muster comes to the net during his final match against
American Aaron Krickstein at the Monte Carlo Open in Monaco on April 26. Muster beat
Krickstein in straight 6-3, 6-1, 6-3.

- MONTE CARLO,
Apr 27 ;
Unseceded Aust
rian Thomas
Muster came
straight oflf the
table to turn in a dev-
astating performance as he
beat American Aaron
Krickstein 6-3, 6-1, 6-3 to win
the Monte Carlo Open on
Sunday, reports Reuter.
Muster, ranked 37th in the
world, started the final as the
underdog inst the’ 16th-
sceded Krickstein, who had
not lost a set before in the
1.27-milllon tournament.
Afterwards Muster con-
fessed he was as surprised as
anyone by the ease of his win
because he had almost been
forced to pull out with a back
strain.
*Five minutes before the
maich | was on the massage
table and | wasn't sure | would
play,” he said with a big smile.
*lI could hardly walk this

moming because of my back.
But | did some .h‘etr:hinf and
the doctor helped me a lot to
get ready for the match.”

"I was very relaxed. | was
fecling — well, what can hap-
pen? | had no pressure and so
| played fantastic.”

Muster, losing finalist two
years ago, was the [irst
Austrian to win in Monte Carlo
and the lowest ranked player
ever to capture the coveted
clay court title.

Muster won 170,000 dol-
lars for his victory and
Krickstein 89,000 as runner-
up.
Both men are 24 and were
once ranked as high as sixth in
the world before [alling down
the computer list as a result of
injuries.

But both are showing the
sort of clay-court form to indi-
calc that t
back among leaders.

Krickstein said he felt

could soon be

Muster had a chance to win
the French Open which starts
next month.

If he did, he would be the
first Monte Carlo champion
since Bjorn Boree in 1980 to
go on to win in Paris.

"It's too early to talk about
Paris,” Muster said. "If | carry
on playing like this, I'll be
tired by then. | would probably
have to drop out of a tourna-
ment.”

The Austrian said it was the
b t win of his career, along
with the Rome clay court title
he won two years ago.

"I won because | had good
tactics today,” he said.

"l pla
at the right speed. | was always
in control.”

He said he had felt his back
go at the beginning of his
semifinal win against
Frenchman Armaud Boetsch on
Saturday and that he had suf-
fered continuous pain from it
since,

the right way and’

Chinese divers
bag more golds

HIROSHIMA, Japan, 27 : Lu
Haisong and Chen Lixia con-
firmed China's supremacy in
the diving competition by tak-
ing the top two places in the
women's Lthree-metre spring
board at the Asian swimming
championships here Monday,
reporis AFP.

Lu, an |8-year-old [rom
Jiangsu province, collected
516.75 points, beating Chen
into second place with 508.62
points.

Yuki Motobuchi of Japan
finished third with 492 .30
points, despite being top alter
the first five dives.

“Although | couldn’'t per-
form well in the ninth dive due
to a bad take-ofl, I'm very
happy to win the gold medal,
because it was my first-ever
victory in an international
competition,” said Lu.

"I hope to compete in the
Barcelona Games and I'm con-
fident of taking a medal I |
take part. But first of all, I'll do
my best to qualifly for the na-
tional team.”

In the absence of women's
world champions Gao Min and
Fu Mingxia, China has already
won gold here through Y1 Hong
in the women's platform
Salurday and Tan Liangde in
the men's three-meter spring-
board Sunday.

Matsuoka lifts
Korean Open title

SEOUL, Apr 27: Japans
Shuzo Matsuoka defeated
Australia's Todd Woodbridge in
a hard fought match for the
singles title at the Korea Open
tennis championships here
Sunday to take home 20,800
dollars in prize money, reporis
AFP.
Matsuoka, sceded fifth, took
advantage of his strong serve
and pm:r-clmd forchand to
hold the edge over his oppo-
nent throughout most of the
match, winning it 6-3, 4-6, 7-
5.

But the rangy Woodbridge,
sceded third, combined strong

ing shots and accurate vol-
g’ng to keep his opponent on
his toes, although the
Australian frequently lost his
composure and committed a
number of unforced errors.

Basuki's title

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 27:
Yayuk Basuki of Indonecsia
strolled past Andrea Strnadova
of Czechoslovakia 6-3 , 6-0 to
take the singles title in the
Malaysian international wom-
en's tennis championships
here Sunday, reports AFP.

The 21-year-old faced ini-
tial resistance from Strnadova
in the first sect but Basukd, who
was in top form, displayed
tremendous skill, spraying
shots all over the court and
forcing her lanky opponent to
scramble for her returns.

The sccond-seeded Indo
nesian quickly wore down
Strnadova with the sharp first
set at 6-3 in 40 minutes.

Rasuki, who i{s ranked 56 in
the world, then took complete
control in the second sel,
which lasted 30 minutes, and
never allowed her opponent
back into the game.

Tennis coaching

Sports Reporter

The Bangladesh Tennis
Players' Association has ar-
ranged a month-long pro-
gramme [rom May |, Friday al
the Ramna Tennis Complex
with a view to improving the
quality of tennis in Bangladesh.

National player Sardar
Iftekhar and national coach
Towfiqul Islam will conduct
the coaching. Interested play-
crs have been asked to contact
the assoctation at the Tennis
Complex by April 30.

Sport
Nirman semifinals today

Short closer to
beating Karpov

LINARES, Spain, 27
British chess OGrandmaster
Nigel Short moved chn:ru:l A
first ever in fi-
nals to ﬁr: a contender for the
world title when he drew the
ninth game of his semi-final
against Annioly Karpov on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

Short and Karpov, a former
world champion, agreed a
draw only two moves alter re-
suming on Sunday. After six
hours and 61 moves played on
Saturday, the Russian was
pawn up but without any real
advantage.

The Briton now leads five
points to four in the 10-match
scmifinal, and needs only a
draw loday to reach the world
chess championship [inals
Karpov. playing black. faces a
huge uphill task to try and save
the serics.

i the Russtan pulls a win
out of the bag, the two players
would have to play two more
maitches on reduced time.

Iin the other semifinal,
Dutch Grandmaster Jan
Timman f[aces the Russian
Artur Yusupov today also
needing only a draw to reach
the finals.

The winner of the finals, to
be played in Spain next
January, will face world
champion Garry Kasparov in
Los Angeles in August 1983
with prize money of 4 million
dollars at stake in the best of
12 game series.

Badal Farashg

Farashgan| Spor
ng Chub carned
full points by
beating Adamjec
Sports Club iIn
the First Division
Foothball leaguc yesterday al
the [Dhaka Stadium. The
winncers, who raised their
poinis tally to 16 from 16
matches, led the first hall 1-0

Lithuania returns
to World Cup

BELFAST, Apr 27 : Lithuania
returns to intcrnational soccer
compctition Tuesday afler 55

years when it plays Northern
Ireland in a World Cup qualify-
ing game, reports AP.

Soccer's world governing
body revived the Baltic repub-
lic's independent status after
the breakup of the Soviet
Union, and Lithuania just beat
the deadline to file for the
1994 Worild Cup.

Lithuania’'s last World Cup
game was in 1937. It was
trounced 5-1 at home by
neighboring Latvia and failed to
qualify for the finals.

Irontcally, Lithuania could
have a shot al a grudge maitch
against Latvia. They wecre
readmitted to world play at the
same time and assigned to the
same qualifying group, along

with Albania, Denmark,
Ireland, Spain and northern
ireland.

Two teams from the group
will play in the finals.

RIO DE JANEI
RO, Apr 27 :
Crisis-hit Corint
hians were booed
off the pitch by
= their own suppor
ters alter gifting International
a point in a Brazilian soccer
championship match at the
weckend, reports Reuter.
Corinthians, who at one
stage looked certainties to
make the last eight of the
championship, saw their
chances slip away as they drew
1-1 against a team who barely
mustiered a decent attack dur-
ing the entire 90 minutes.
Neto gave Corinthians a
chance to escape from a crisis
caused by a run of one draw
and two defeats in their previ-
ous matches when he headed
them ahead in the first hall.
But Leco equalised with in-
ternational's only real attack of
the second half, stabbing home
a rcbound after Corinthians
oalkeeper Wilson fafled to
Id Gerson's shot.

TOKYO, Apr 27 : Japan's lop
foreign sumo wrestler on
Monday denfed ever saying
that racism was blocking his
clevation to the sport's highest
rank, adding he knew he had
not yet earncd promotion, re-
poris Reuter.

Konishiki, a 262-kg (557-
Ib) man-mountain born Salevaa
Atisanoe in Hawali, was meect-
ing the press for the [irst timc
since a storm erupted last
week over racism charges al-
tributed to him by the New
York Times.

“If | was Japancse | would
have been there already,” the
US daily quoted him as saying
in a telephone interview. °l
would already be a Yokozuna
(grand champion).”

The article was a bombshell
in Japan, where it became lop
story on the television news

Reigning cham-
pion Rifat bin-
Saltar led the
table in the 18th
nalional chess
champtonship

with two full points alter the
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Hamid and Nahid Miarid were
in joint second position with
onc and a hall point from two
matches each in the round
robin competition. Former
rhampion Syed Tahmidur
Kahman. Syed Ruhul Kabitr

Rifat lead'g Hlm nationals

day Sunday. also has one point.
His sccond round contest
with yet another ex-champion

Dhaka Metropolis n'm mates Abul Kalam and

of the 18th nationals at the NSC chess room yesterday.

second round's play at the
Nalional Sports Council chess
room yesierday.
M R Haliz,
women's champion

national
Hani

Shiplu, Neyamul Huq Niru,
Abul Kalam and Antsur Rahman
had one point from two suc-
ccssive drawn encounters
each. Another former cham-

Sports Reporter

Badal Das, who had carlier
parted company with his par
ent club Farashganj to plnz for
Wanderers and Brothers
Union, inspired the comfort
able Farashganj victory with
two [ine goals

He put his side ahead in the
32nd minute of the maltch
when he leapt In the air o
hcad home a f[ree-kick that
gave Adamjee custodian
Narayan no chance, (1-0).

The match was interrupted
for a few minutes as playcrs
from both sides got entangled
in a scufflle but referece
Shahadat Hossain Bakul soon
had things under control

Farashganj looked morc
imaginalive in their atlacks
than their opponcnits who
Facking el "esinterparts

oW

Farashganj sealed the fate of
thc match immediately after
the lemon break when Badal
Das hammered a frec-kick inlo
the Adamgjee nct much to the
chagrin of the Adamjec custo-
dian(2-0).

Badal missed an opportunity
to complete his hattrick when
he blasted the ball over the bar
from a Ratan cross midway
through the second hall.

Babu of Adamjee was shown
the yellow card for rough tack-
Hng.

Farashganj SC : Liton, Amir,
Salauddin Sr., Dilip, Shibu,
Hero. Tipu, Nurul Islam,
Salahuddin Jr. (Masum)], Badal
Das and Ratan.

Adnmjcc.'SCC :

Narayan,

Botafogo lead Brazilian

Corinthians are still sixth in
the table but play three of their
remaining four gamec away.

Flamengo slipped out of the
top cight after losing 2-1 at
home to Sport.

Flamengo laid siege to the
sport goal for most of the
match but only had a second-
hall goal by veteran Junior to
show for their efforts. Franklin
and Neco, with a penalty,
scored for Sport who moved
into seventh place.

Defending champions Sao
Paulo went into the top eight
with a 1-1 draw at Gofas.

US beat Mexico

BETHLEIIEM, Pcnsylvania,
Apr 27 : The United Slates
beat Mexico 3-0 (halfltime 2-0)
to qualily for the Barcelona
Olympics in a Concacal zone
fourth-round qualifying soccer
match on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

Scorers : Steve Snow (32nd
minute, 80th), Chris Hen
derson (36th).

Konishiki retracts allegation of racism

and prompted cabinet minis-
ters Lo call for calm.

At Monday's news confer-
cnce, Konishiki repcated de-
nials made last week that he
had made any allegations of
racism to the US daily. He also
denied making similar racial
discrimination charges 10 days
ago to the Japancse daily
Nithon Keizai Shimbun.

The top ranks of sumo have
been severely depleted in the
past year, with retirement
through age and injury of three
Yokozunas,

The only surviving grand
champion is the injury-pronc
Hokutoumi.

Konishiki 28 and dogged by
knec problems, is one of two
wrestlers with the second-
rank title of Ozeki (champion).
The other is the Japancse
Kirishima, now well beyond 30
and arguably past his prime.

anj'é hero

Hossain, Dilip, Rakhal, Zamirul
Babu. Yousul (Shaheen), Marul,
Badsha, Akhter and Mithu.

Heferee — Shahadal Hossain
Pakoul

2-2 DRAW

The day's second match
between Eskaton Sabuj Sangha

and [HBangladesh Hoad
Transport Corporation(BRTC)
ended in a two-all draw as both
sides appecared o have the re-
sult worked out even belore
the game actually got under-

Eskaton took the lead In
the Ailth minute of the malch
when Shartf, latching on to a
through (rom the midfield,
beat the BRTC custodian
Moslem with an angular drive
1-0.

Defender Shaheen equa
lised for BRTC at the onset ol
the second hall after Noman
had supplied him the ball 1-1.

Substitute Ruhul Amin again
gave the newly-promoted
Eskaton side the lead in the
29th minute as his header en-
tered the net off the cross-
piece 2-1.

Chanchal drew |evel
BRTC a minute later, 2-2.

BRTC who had forced
champions Abahani to drop
their first point, now have 11
points while Eskaton have 12
afler playing 16 matches cach.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Agrani Bank vs BJMC (6

pm)
Muktfjoddha vs Wanderers

league

Rinaldo opened the scoring for
Sao Paulo with Wallace reply-
ing almost immediately for
Goias.

Botafogo went top of the
table after beating Santos 2-0.

Botafogo lead Vasco Da
Gama, who drew 0-0 with
Bragantino, on the number of
games won.

Both teams are wvirtually
certain of scmifinal places,
necding only two points out of
their last eight o make math-
ematically surc.

Barda bridge
from Max 14

The 10th ohiuddin
Ahmed Khan (Barda) memorial
duplicate bridge tournament
sponsored by the Vicloria
Sporting Club will begin on
May 14 (Thursday), says a

lor

press release.
Inlerested tcams have been
requested to enroll their

namcs with the club office to-
gether with an entry fee of Tk
200 per tecam by May 10.

To become a Yokozuna, a
sumo wrestler must win two
consccutive 15-day champi
onships or achieve comparable
results. Although Konishiki has
won two of the last three tour-

naments, he has net taken
back-to-back titles.

The American said on
Monday he had been told by
stable master Takasago that
even his most recent victory,
in March, was not enough to
clinch his promotion as the
first foreign Yokozuna.

I mysell knew | could not
be elevated...” he said In
Japanese. “Se | had never
thought (about it)."

| don't know why such a
fuss was made...] didn't even
know the word “Jinshu-
Sabetsu” (Japanese for racial
discrimination). | did not
make such a comment In
English or Japanese.”

Anisur Rahman in action on the second day

—Star photo
Jamilur Rahman was in
progress at the time of filing
this report last night. Jamil
had lost his opening encounter
to Rilat X
Yesterday, the young de-
fending champion Rifat of
Nangladesh Biman checkmated
Abdul Khaleq of Jamalpur in
37 moves to score his sceond
consecutive victory. Playing
white. Rifat made a Secolch
ambil opening. laying a trap
exchanging his knight for
Khaleq's bishop in the l4th
move, a sirategy that by the
218t move left Rifat a plece up.
The rest became casy with
Rifat wrapping up the game
with two gqueens on.the board.
Khaleq has hall a poin
[rom his drawn encounter with
Rani Hamid in the frst round.
International ‘Woman
Master Rani Hamid posted her
first win of the competition by
beating Khandaker Kaycs
Hassan ol Ansars in 20 moves.
The sole lady In the (ray,
representing Biman, coun-
tered Kayes's ing ¢4 with
a Sicillan defence. Kayes's
quecn-side castling made it a
very keen contest but his mis-
planning in the 14th move, 5,
sacrificing a pawn lo atlack
Rani’'s king. was brilliantly
warded off by his opponent.
Alter 20 moves was left
with no other option but lo
region.
Sycd Tahmidur Rahman,
another Biman player whom

Rifat dcthroned last year, set-
tled for his second draw in a
row, this Ume against

Ruhul Kabir Shiphu of BTMC.

Tahmid opened with d4 to
which Shiphu replied with the
Fianchetlo variation, But Shiplu
then made a series ol blunders
in the 15th and 25th moves,
giving Tahmid a slight advan-
“tage but the latter, facing time
trouble, too faltered in his
39th move, a Nc6 — when a
c4 looked more like a winning
gambit. The mistake [orced
Tahmid to accept Shiplu's of-
fer for a draw despile being
two pawns up. The stalemate
became confirmed in the 57th
move when both had opposite
colour bishops left.

Nahid Miazid of Chitiagong,
playing in his first nationals,
scored his maiden victory of
the mect yesterday when he
outplayed Amir Hossain of
Dhaka Metropolis alter 28
MOVCS.

The match, which turned
into an irregular Dutch varia-
tion, saw Amir wrongly sacri-
ficing his bishop in the 20th,
a mistake that forced him to
resign cight moves later.
Miazid now has one and a half
points.

Neyamul Huq Niru of
Ansars, who topped the quali-
fying mcet for the nationals,
drew with Igbal Rakib, allow-
ing the latter to open his ac-
count with the half point. The
draw came alfler only 16 moves
after Rakib, playing white, had
turned the game into one of
the orthodox variation.

Anisur Rahman of Dhaka
Metro, playing with black
pieces, and his team mate Abul
Kalam agreed on the quickest
result of the meet so far — and
it will need some beating in
the course of the remaining
rounds — when they agreed to
a slalemates after only three
moves.

Ziaul Kader Tuhin of Dhaka
Mectro, who unfortunately had
to concede a walk-over to
former national champion’

Ziaur Rahman in his opening

match last Sunday owing to
indisposition, drew his game

against M R Hafiz yesterday.

ing white, last year's run-
ner-up made an e4 to
which Haliz replied with the
Carokann defence. A draw be-
came Inevitable after 21
moves.
Third round matches are
scheduled for today.

Riders killed

LE MANS, France, Apr 27;
Mine motorcyclists who came
to watch the 24-Hour Le Mans
Motorcycle race were killed
late Saturday in three seis of
accidents that a French gov-
ernment official said amounted

to "hooliganism,” reports AP.



