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S communications and
travel speed up and the
world shrinks, Australia

is much, much closer t0 the

ﬁolni marketplace and s
nding new gnﬂlucu and
scrvices to sel

at the right

price.
One such service being
packaged to go on the made-
in-Australa Ives, with sia-

and the packaging apparently
so attractive that an Australian

education is finding a favoured
position among the speciality
brands.

In 1989, there were more
than 83,000 overseas students
in Australia, more than double
the 1987 total. Foreign ex-

carnings for the same
m“ from 8100 milllon
to $240 milhon.

There would appear to be
threc major reasons for the

increase.

The first is the Australian
Government's policy ol en-
cournging greater use of the
Aust n education system by
students from overseas.

Second, universities and
othcr educational institutions
are actively recruiting students
from abroad.

And the third is that stu-
dents and their parcnis over-
seas, particularly in the Asia-
Pacific region, know Australia
has educational services com-
parable with the best in Lhe
world at co tive fec costs.

The cost, for example, of a
three-yecar degree in computer
science at an Australian uni-
versity is roughly $11,000 a
year with living expenses of
$8.000 to $11,000 a year.

Bul there are other impor-
tant factors which overscas
students find attractive too.
Australia has a stable political
cnvironment, a secure, relaxed
socicty relattvely free of racial
tensions, and varied lifestyles
for people who like the lively
cultural life of the citics as well
as the space and solitude of
the Aus’ralian countryside.

Edu fon is not an entirely
new product on the export
shell — Australia welcomed its
first overseas students in
1904, the majority of them
from Asia. It was not until the
Colombo Plan of the 1980s
that Australia began offering
education and training to large
numbers of overseas students.

More than 200,000 over-
seas students have studied in
Australian since the 1950s.
Those numbers soon will seem
small with the

surge now llhn‘hphﬂ.
number of Englis hn.ut
intensive course students,
example, increased from 5663
in 1987 to 21,210 in 1988,

in the past, education for
overscas students was tied

largely to the Australian devel-
opment asststance

Asian communitics, Australian
education services are moving
to a user- system for all
students. Australian and over-
soRs

As part of this new concepl,
the Australian Trade
Commission (Austrade), is in-
volved in marke education
services in Asia and elsewhere.

The of Austrade's
education and Training Unit,
Ms Kate Critchley, said it
sought to promote Australian
education and scrvices
as an alternative to the tradi-
tional sources of those ser-
vices, such as the US, Britain,
Western Europe and Canada.

"Many people overseas are
beginning to realise that
Australia, because of its partic-
ular environmental and cli-
matic conditions and ils tech-

and scientific levels,
has areas and insti-
tutions of expertise which are
very relevant to a wide rnnﬁe of
other countrics,” Ms Critchley
sakd.

“For example, Queensland
has expertise in tropical stud-
jes. including aspects of
medicine, agriculture and hor-
ticulture, oceanography and
marine biology. These are use-
ful to most other tropical
countries, Cumberiand College
in Sydney has the mmzlly to
train nursecs across a range
of bush medicine. This is use-
ful to any country, tropical or
otherwise, which has isolated
communities.” .

Western Australia and South
Australia specialised in dryland
farming techniques which
were of particular interest to
Middle East and Alrican coun-
tries: New South Wales and
Sbuth Australia had expertise
in grape growing and wine
making.

Victoria and New South
Wales had expertise in animal

. genetics. Tasmania, in recent

ycars, had developed pro-
grammes in aquaculture and,
in addition, had the Australian
Maritime College.

South Australia had devel-
oped a science course
especially for pilots and
Tasmania had a highly devel-
oped capacity to train air traf-
fic controllers.

“All States can offer courses

at a high level by world stan-
dards in such as mining
enginecering, computer
science, sports icine,

sports p:r:hn , and the
training l'ﬁm coaches,
and administrators,”

She also
degrees
universities and colleges of ad-
vanced education were gener-
ally' recognised in Britain and
the US. Graduates with first or
seccond class honours gain
rﬂdymhrw
programmes in most pres-
tigious American and British
universitics.

Ms Critchley said that,
while Australia had a great deal
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Education Services Go to Market

by Gavan Bromilow and John Zubrzycki

to offer students from all s
of the world, there had n
some bad publicity recently
about educational institutions

il and lea students
lln.::d .

Some establishments which
have given the impression of
being more interested in get
ting their hands on students’

fees than h clse also
have eme tarmis hed
Australia s image.

The Australian Government,
in cooperation with the varfous
Stale governments, has moved
quickly o ensure that the cre
den of institutions offering
courses lo students are
assessed by profes-
sional authorttics and that the
institutions are operating

properly.

\ -
courses

Ms Alexia Bannikofl, the
acting head of the Overseas
Student Branch
of the partment of
Employment, Education and
Training, confirms that her
department recently has im-
proved introduced systems to
ensure good professional and
administrative standards are

by all educational in-
stitutions offering courses (o
overseas students.

She said one change, intro-
duced from the beginning of
1990, had private establish-

Profcssional body of English
language teachers.

"A similar national accredi
tation model for independent
busincss colleges has been op-
erating since last year.

Under the system, slale
governments will have respon-
sibility for accreditation and
monitoring with the advice of
the Australlan Council of
Independent Business Collcges
and olther prolessional organi-
sations.” Ms Daniko(T said

“In addition, all educational
institutions In Australia now
must guaraniee a refund of lees
or a transfer to another course
or institution if they collapsc.”

Prolessor Patricia Denham,
Head of the Cenitre for
Teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages ([TESOL), at
the University of Canberra,
which has been tcaching
Engiish as a second languagc
for 22 ycars, says therc arc
tmportant intangibles in pro
viding rcourses [or overseas

Students from tha Asia-Pacific region at the University of Canberra undertake a wide selection of

students.
"Our own surveys have
shown that studenis learn

aboul our courses mainly by
word of mouth and that they
comec to Australia on the rec-
ommendation of mends and
family.

it is tmportant to the eon-
tinuced well-being of Australian
education services that owver-
scas students go away not only
with a better understanding of
Australia, but also with a
favourable impression.

The universily provides
TESOL-course students with
the opportunity to learn about
a wide cross-scction of
Australian lifestyles. The uni
versity has its own permancnt
bush camp at Jervis Bay, on
the New South Walcs coast and
takes students therc for three-
day visils

it also takes students off
campus for two afllerncons a
week o visil Lhealres, muse
ums. galleries and other places
of public interest o expen-
ence the language in a nen-
classroom setting.

The reasons students giwe
lor choosing to study in
Ausiralia vary considerably, but
they tend to emphasise the
growin international reputa-
tion ol Australian education,
closcness to their home coun-
tries — if they come from Asia
or the Pactfic - and the relative
cheapness of Australian
courses compared with costs
in other westlern countries.

Ms Hesti Rossiana
Sulistiawall{, 24, rom Surabaya
in Java, did a short term in-
tensive English course at the
University of Canberra In carly
1990, as a preliminary to a
masicrs dogrie in Public
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“Even had | been given the
chance to study somewhere
clse overscas | would have
come o Australia. It is close Lo
my home and the reputation of
Australian universities is good,”
she said.

Ms Jiwon Yun. a fcmale
graduate in compuler science
from Secoul, another TESOL
short-course student, came (o
Australia to study becausc of
her awareness of the increas-
ing importance of the Asia-
Pacific region and the growing
cconomic links between the
Republic of Korea, China,
Japan and Australia: "1 will do a
post-graduate degree with
mafors in compuler science
and Asia Studies because |
want o get an Australian per-
spective on Asia.”

Mr Mana Pochauyv, a captain

‘one-year

in the police foree in Banghok
doing a masters degree iIn
Public Adminisiration al the
universitly, had f[riends in
Thailand who had studied in
the US and they urged him to
study there.

"I chose Australia because |
belteved the Australian
would be ([riendly, that
Australla has a stable political
environment, it is thuptr o
stiudy here and closer to my
home in Bangkok,” he said. Mr
Mana is accompaniced by his
wile, Songnam., who is study-
ing English and will go on to a
masler's degree in
Nursing They are private, full-
fee paying students being fi-
nanced by their familics.

The Australian Government
knows that if it is to attract
many more students from
overseas it must have good
information services and eff}-
cient processing of student
applicanis. To achieve this, #
has begum setting up Studemt
Education Centres throughout
AsL

In March, centres began
operating in Singapore,
Ba . Jakarta, Hong Kong,
Kuala Lumpur and Taipel.
Others will follow in Seoul,
Tokyo and in the People's
Republic of China.

Professor Ken Back, execu-
tive director of the
Internalional Development
Programme of Australian
Universities and Cnll:g‘l
(IDP), said in M'“-Z.L
“These centres have sct
up at the request of the
Australian Covernment by IDP
in association with the
Australian atriine, Qantas.

With the :h.l:ov!r to a
uscr-pays system local and
overseas students, the
Australian International
Development Assistance
Bureau is nudﬂrl.: its exten-
stve scholarship fee -subsi -
dising schemes, Hrht::
them with the Equity
Merit Scholarship Scheme
(EMSS).

Equity scholarship will be
given to students of academic
ability who do not have the
samec cconomic and soctal ad-

vaniages as other.

Merit scholarships will be
given to students of excep-
tional academic merit from any
scctor of their community
more than 20 countries,
mostly in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, will recetve about 600
scholarships in 1990. The
scholarships will cover full
fecs, fares to and from
Australia as well as providing a
ltving allowance.

As the old subsidy scheme
is phased out and the new
EMSS is introduced, the num-
ber of scholarships is expected
to rise to about 200 in 1992-
93 at a cost of about $40 mil-
lion. The old subsidised
scheme will cost about 857
million this financial year,

to only $7.18 million

in 1 -93. — (Australia Now)

Making College Education Meaningtul

or many centurics

civilized societics have
I looked to their insti-
tutions of higher learning for

the training and grooming up .

of professionals and gov-
ermmment leaders. Growth and
diversification of technology
and the accompanying com-
plexity of the social structure
are fast increasing and this ne-
cessitates an increase in range
and number of positions for
which higher education which
includes college education, is
essential.

Thus college education in
the modern world has to pro-
vide training in a larger num-
ber of disciplines to a greater
number of pupfls. As a socicty
develops, the need for college
education increases. But col-
lege education not only has to
groom an adequate number of
people 1o fill positions appro-
priate to modern conditions,

sponsibility

yond the ng of people
to get specialised or proles-
sional jobs. It must also assist
them to become educated in a
gencral sense.

This means inculcating in
them a habit of work, a
continuing desire for knowl-
n:r. a sustained initiative, an
independence of thought and
action, an understanding of the
problcms of society, a desire o
help solve such problems, and
a sense of honesty and fairplay
in dealing with others in the
community.

Furthermore, an effective
systern of higher education not
only serves socicly's present
needs. It also helps in giving
direction and impetus to the
course of human progress and
civilization. [t is the
primarily responsfble for ex-
tending the frontiers of hu-
man knowledge, to examine.
interpret and improve the
condition of man nature.

Since independence, edu-
cation at the higher levels in
Bangladesh has expanded
enormously. New colleges
been opened or aflilated and
existing ones expanded with-
out adequate facilitics.

This largely unplanned ex-

have

by Tahmina Begum and Helal Uddin Ahmed

pansion has been at the ex-
pense of quality which has un-
dergone disastrous detcriora-
tion. To ensure our future
progress and te uphold the
cause ol national uplift it is

imperative that this trend be
reversed

In college or higher educa-
tion there are three distinct
Stages of scholarly activity as
represented by the undergrad-
uate, the early post-graduate,
and the advanced post-gradu-

rate stage of education, dis-
tinct from primary and secc-
ondary slages.

The structure of secondary
education in our country fol-
lows a 3+2+2 pattern. It was
given this shape as in the
Calcutta University Commis-
sfon (Saddler's Commission)
Report in 1917. According to
this commission the stan
of education was dependent on
the quality of secondary
education. Conseq-uently, a 2-

Note: In

degree COUrses. )

Source : The Fourth Five Year Plan; Planning Commission.
Bangladesh 472 colleges impart education at degree
level (1990). Amongst these 43 colleges offer under-
graduate Honours course and 12 colleges offer Masters

ate levels. The first introduces
the student to a field of spe-
cialisation, the second — mas-
ter of a portion of that field,
and the third — inroads into
advanced areas through inde-
pendent study and research.

Theorctically, college edu-
cation be defined as the
form of education that exists
for the advanced training of
pupils who have had at least
twelve years of schooling, who
have a proven capacity for in-
tellectual pursuits, and who
would eventually serve as pro-
fessionals at various levels.

The essence of college edu-
cation is a community of schol-
arship tn which the student is
working for the first time in
relative independence. It fol
jows, thercfore, that college
education must be concefved
of and administered as a sepa

year intermediate coursc was
introduced betw-een the
sccondary and the university
level.

The main objective of this
2-year coursc was lo preparc

the students for higher educa-

Table - 2

Duration of Under Graduate Level Education
' in Various Countries

tion according to their merit.
But by keeping this course
open for everybody irrespec-
tive ol merit, its inherent justi-
fication has been violated in
our country and it has become
a mere passport for higher ed-
ucation unrelated to national
needs and unresponsive lo so-

As a conseguence, slan-
dard of our college education
has slumped, and there had
been a massive increase in the
number of educated unem:

In this context it may be
mentioned that the Bangladesh
National Education Comm-
ission headed by Malfizuddin
Ahmed recommended in 1988
that the higher secondary or
intermediate classes (XI and
X11) should be gradually
incorporated within the High
Schools.

At the same time, Lhose
colleges which presently offer
only H S C level courses should
also offer 8 S C courses.
Presently there are 365
Intermediate Colleges and all
these can be converted into
secondary and higher scc-
ondary institutions.

If the responsibility of [1 S C
level education fs vestéed on
the High Schools, the colleges
can then concentrate fully on
undergraduate and graduate
levels.

This concentrated effort
would raise the standard of
college education and also im-
prove the standard of teaching
in colleges.

The traditional 2-year
Degree pass courses of our col-
leges do not offer the opportu-

Durabon

United Kingdom
China

India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Australia, Japan
Indonesia, South Korea, Thailand, Philippines, USA

Countries belonging to former Soviet Union

J years
3/4 years

4-years
4/5 years
5/6 years

Education Commission Report, 1988.
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nity for adequate learning of
various disciplines. Although
the student gets a certificate,
this does not prove much of a
help in his chosen profession.

Considering this, our
neighbouring countries were
prompted to adopt 3-year de-
gree courses. Many other
countries of the globe have
similar arrangements as shown
in table two.

Even in our country, under-
graduate courses in Medicine
take 5 years, and courses on
engineering and agriculture
take 4 years. There is no rea-
son to believe that the courses
on science, social science,
commerce and arts are less
important than medicine,
engineering or agriculture.

The percentage of success
at undergraduate Honours level
in our country is almost 100%.
As against this, only around
309% make their way through
the Degree-Pass programme.

Currently there is a ten-
dency to ignore or underrate
the subsidiary subjects, and
even students with very poor
marks in these subjects some-
times top the undergraduate
Honours list by virtue of their
performance in Hoenours sub-
ject alone,

Considering all these fac-
tors, the national education
commission (1988) has rec-
ommended a single pattern 3-
year undergraduate course for
science, arts, social science
and commerce, instead of the
existing dual pattern.

Consequently, a huge
amount of national resource is
wasled for educating the fail-
ures. This waste could have
been reduced if a proper
method was devised for filter-
ing the u movement of
students on the basis of merit
and financial need.

The main reason why
De -Pass students find it
dﬂﬁt to scrape through is
because they are given insuffi-
cient time to grasp all three
subjects. Even those who pass
face discriminatory treatment
in higher education and jobs;
this is due to the generally
held view that the standard of
Degree-Pass eduction is very

poor

DHAKA

TUESDAY APRIL Zs, 1992

e S 2=

Agriculture Colleges
Need Autonomy

by M Zahidul Hague

OW there are three
iture collcge In
Bangladesh These
are. Bangladesh Agriculiural
institute (BAl) also known as
Bangladesh Agricultural Co
liege. Dhaka, Hajt Md Danesh
Agriculture College, Dinajpur
and Patuakhali Agriculture Col-

lege. Patuakhali

Bangladesh Agriculture ins
titute is the oldest agricultural
education institution of this
sub-continent. It was founded
by the great leader Sher-e
A K Fazhul Haq in 1938
Iin the beginning BAl was
treated as an  independent
agricultural faculty of Dhaka
University. Now the BAI and
other two colleges are func

On December 12, 1989 the
government conceded to
the demand that Bangla-
desh Agricultural College
would be made auto-
noOmMous

tioning under dual administra-
tion. Le. administrative side is
looked after by Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI)., Gazipur while aca-
demgic activities are controlled
Bangladesh Agricultural
University (BAU)., Mym
ensingh. As a result of the dual
administration. agricultural
co s are facing tremendous
in functioning as

ideal educational institutions.
It ts known to everyone that
the Head of the previous gov-
ernment on December 132,
1989 announced Iin BAl's
iden jubilee function that
sh Agricultural Coll-

ege would be given autonomy
in the pattern of BITs with a
view to selving its long-
standing academic and admin
istrative problems. Since then
the process of providing au
tanomy to BAl is going on.
Everyone including experts,

bureaucrats agreed upon one
point that full autonomy
could solve problems of

BAl and other two agricultural
. This decision was ap-
proved by the highest bodics ol
the government. A few high
red commitllees were
med to work on the imple-
mentation of autonomy to BAI
and other two colleges
During this time, the teach-
ers of BAl a draft or-
dinance in the lght of BITs
ordinance and submitted #t to
various commitices including
the Ministry of Agriculture
(MOA). The Director General

tended the meeting of the in-
ter-ministerial commitees for
autonomy. But unfortunately, in
these meetings the sentiments
of the teachers and students of
BAl as well as of HMDAC and

PKC were nol properly re-

flecied because there were
lﬂd TS l*m+
Principal alone tried his
tn record the interests of
agricultural ecolleges in
Hghit of the national
ments and benefits.
Recently the MOA. ignoring
iear hers’ ntation for
med an “Education Cell' and
ordered DC. BAR! wo put the

iitf?

entire ment of the
agricultural under the
disposal of this cell. ’

On May |1. the MOA invited
the teachers and students’
representative 1o a dialogue. In

this meeting. the Secretary.
MOA afler listening to the

prublems of the teachers and
students agreed to suspend
the order raining to the
formation ‘Krishi Shikhkha
Cell. while teacher and stu-
dents representatives placed
their proposal to providing
atonomy 1o the agriculture
i'lIh‘F‘ Ih.fn'“‘ ﬂrd‘l“l.t n
the pattern of BIT. As a first
siep. they urged the MOA to

previously
constituted suc

ment! commitiee

general supervision owver
affairs of the Institute.

2. The MC shall approve
the course of studies, enrol-
ment of students, research

and other related
activities of IPSA.

3. The MC shall establish
general policies and proec-
dures for the recruitment of
the faculty members and other
stall of the Institute.

4. The MC shall prepare
and submit w the Ministry of
Agril. and other Government
bodies and other concerned
agencies budgets, annual re-
ports/interim reports, position
papcrs, elc, as and when re-
quired

5 The MC shall cease to
function as soon as an Acl or
Ordinance is prepared and ap-
proved by the Government
making it a fully autonomous
organization.

Now there is the instance of
IPSA and it is felt that the
MOA can sanction autonpomy W
the country's three agriculture
colleges including the BAI by
constituting a management
committee (MC). This MC shall
look alter the management of
all the colleges till an Act or
Ordinance is prepared and ap-
proved by the government
making these colleges as fully

aulonomous institutons.

bverlapping Commitments
of Further Education

N many social and econo-
I mic sectors a structural

change is taking place not
only in the new Bundeslander
but the Federal Republic of
Germany as a whole (eg coal
cnergy., environment)] — a
change which i{s leading to a
reorientation in all areas of fur-
ther education and training.
Quite a f[ew industrial and
commercial sectors are in a
state of flux; new requirements
al onc's work-place are de-
manding a faster and faster
readjustment of employees.

A substantial number of
unemployed persons are not
used. to learning and require
special qualification measures.

Nowadays, further educa-
tiorr and training must provide
both job-oriented qualifications
as well as adequate advice on
how to come to terms with
changed personal and social
conditions in a purposeful
manner. In this context, the
dividing lines between ral
and vocational further educa-
tion are often Nuid,

The traditional separation
of place of learning from place
of work disappears. General
qualifications such as master-
ing foreign languages, improv-
ing one's ability to communi-
cate or to think coherently are
gaining in importance in one's
job.

Conversely, vocational quali-
fications, such as the ability to
solve problems or knowing
how to orientate onesell can
frequently be applied in the
private sphere, too. The prin-
ci in this process
are "leaming how (o learn” and
how to cope with complicated
situations.

to partake in further education
is a basic requirement for the
effectiveness of qualification

programmes.

Experience shows that
those areas of the tion
which are willing to edu-
cated anyway, will also con-
tinue to do so in the future,
wherecas there are consider-
able difficulties in trying to win

over persons who are not used
to learning or who are slow
lcarners to the idea of system
atic further education.

They are in need of special
help which will promote their
readiness to learn. Coping with
the economic structural
changes in the ex-GDR repre-
sents the greatest challenge n
the years ahead.

Following the political
changes in the eastern part of
Germany and in Eastern
Europe, in 1989 alone, hall a
million former GDR citizens
and over 800,000 ethnic im-
migrants [locked into the
German employment market.
Their vocational and social in-
tegration are making heavy
demands on further education.

Since more and more
women are gong out to work
and the number of women re-

turning to work after breaking
off their career for [amily rea-
sons is increasing, the impor-
tance and need of vocational
further education and training
for women have grow quite
considerably.

In this connection, aparl
from the updating and im-
provement of professional
qualifications. It is also a mat-
ter of opening up new occupa-
tional areas for women return-
ing to work and, in particular,
providing support for personal
and professional reorientation
by means of better structural
conditions, such as child-care,
for instance.

The Federal Government
and the Lander have initiated a
large number of pilot schemes
in this area to provide women
with fairer opportunities.

' — [N Press

Out of every 100 working persons
with this qualification
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