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Curing the 'Sick'
Industries

The high powered
Industries Secretla

ry, has decided to request the
government tq further defer punitive actions

inst owners of 'sick’ industries in order to give
them [urther time to put their house in order, so
to speak. The previous deadline of 30 April —
alter which the banks and Financial
Institutions (DFis) were (ree to take legal action
against industries that did not loans —
is now to be extended to 30 June.

The first question thal needs to be asked s
why upto 30 June? Is it just another of those
meaningless extensions only to be extended
again? Or has il been well thought oul so that the
g]:numc entrepreneurs get the necessary rcaglte
that can give them the chance to revamp their
rﬂuslﬂcs and get back into a healthy rhythm ol

roduction, thereby enabling them to start re-
payment ol their bank loans? The point to be
thade here clearly is that the period of extension
should be a realistic one — three months, now
dsked for, but if necessary it could be more — but
dne that does not require to be extended again.
We support the plea for extension — whatever be
the period — but with a clear understanding that
Banks and DFls will be allowed to take legal ac-
tion after its agg
. There exists espread confusion in the pub-
lic mind as to what constitutes 'sick’ industries
and what realfstic steps the government can take
to save the sftuation. In our view the attitude of
both the government and the banks and DFls, —
aspecially of the latter — should not be one of
in to punish or take to task the so called de-
aulting entrepreneurs, but to help them to over-
come the difliculties that have currently ren-

red them 'sick’. To be able to do so we need,
rst of all, to separate the wilfully defaulting ones
— who are delinitely among a handful of cases —
(rom those who are in difficult financial situation
in spite of their best eflorts. A closer examination
of the 'sick' industries will clearly indicate to us
which are the ones likely to respond to
treatment’ and the other that are terminally ill
and as such beyond remedy. The latter group of
sick’' ind ‘tries should be done away with in a
manner tnat recovers whatever percentage of the
ariginal capital invested. |
rovernment must seriously look into the
causes as to why there are such large number of
sick’' industries in Bangladesh. Faulty government
lictes are often as responsible for industries
coming sick as are the unforeseen market
forces. inept management or even dishonest
business practices. Unrealistic power rates and
their periodic upward revision have known to
raise the cost of production of certain industries
sp as to render them uncompetitive. Extremely
high tarill rates uc;F the imported industrial raw
materials have often rendered industrial units
'sick’. This policy appears particul inconsis-
téent with national interest when a far low level of
tariff is charged for finished products, putting
our industries based on imported industrial raw
materials— most of our industries are in this cat-
W —at a lar disadvantage.

e must r in mind that save for a marginal
few who have deliberately misused the borrowed
bank money, the majority of the ple who had
set up Industries wanted to add to the overall
productive capacity of the country. The fact that
{heir ventures have turned 'sick’ do not automati-

cally make them guilty of any anti-national activity

as some people — a few occu very powerful
an;:lauthnﬂtatm position — would like to have us
believe.

The phenomenon of sick industries is some-
thing that goes deep into the structural malaise
and policy problems in our country that mitigate
against the development of a healthy private in-
dustrial sector. Unless we bring about drastic in-
dustrial. commercial, financial and related pol
reforms, the prospect of our doing away wit
sick' industries permanently. remain doubtful.

Tribute to Sher-e-Bangla

The nation, as usual, observed the 30th an-
niversary of death of Sher-e- la A K Fazlul Huq
vesterday But paying such ritualistic tributes year
after year does hardly any justice to the main
purpose i.e., to imbibe the spirit with which he
made all the difference in the until-then — and
perhaps still now — conventional politics. As a
leader his incomparability lies in the fact that he
provided the magic touch in the popular politics
{o bring it to the masses. Fazlul Huq's enduring
lave for the commonman was reciprocated in
equally sustainable terms. Whether in the then
undivided Bengal or in the Indian politics, this
popular element was not only unique but its
ptactical implications have been — or better say
could have been — highly satisfying.

‘It is precisely for this reason that Sher-e-
Bangla stands apart from all the Muslim political
leaders of his generation. Some of his achieve-
mients in the process have contributed richly not
otly to the cause of his own community but also
td the amelioration of the poor people's lot.
Those are the ideals, the lessons he has left be-
hind for us to learn. On this count, ours is a fail-
ute that cannot be measured in simple terms. But
tHe approach he made to the less advanced
community's education is something novel by any
standard. But we simply have misread the lesson
and today the outcome is gradually turning for the
. worst.
| Stmilarly. Sher-e-Bangla had to his credit the
' most coveted achievement of writing off the
 farmers' loan. In the context of the small farmer’s
plight today, we surely need a Fazlul Huq. On both
' the fronts, the relevance of the ideals and politi-
' cal finesse he so crtdltabgr mustered is equally —

if not more — overriding. But apart from
' rhetorics, there is hardly any practical progress.
The fact that high-sounding words are not
. matched by practical measures to the fore
the weakness of today's leadership. The quality of
leadership now suffers from, among others, such
a double standard.

Men like Fazlul Huq, therefore, need to be re-
membered not only for remembrance's sake; but
for putting ourselves in the right perspective.
And there should be a continuous process to do
this job. For, baudou'? so we know better what we

t to do. t of several of his outstanding

of work, let us take up education and agri-
culture where he virtually revolutionised the re-
lations within. To fittingly tribute to this great
leader, at least this much we can do to avoid
sounding hollow.
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HE remarkable clection

victory of Prime Minis-

ter John Major means
Britain is set for a pertod o
centre-right rmment much
in the mould of the rest ol
western Europe.

It will become Increasingly
different in style, and In some
ways in substance, from the
administration led until 18
months age by Margaret
Thatcher

Jhon Major had already
changed the emphasis in a
number of fielkds and softened
the abrastve, edges ol
government over from the
Eighties.

He is now his own man and
that means a return lo a
modern version of the
Conservatism that ruled Britain
in the Fifties and early Sixties
under Winston Churchill,
Antheny Eden and Harold
Macmillan.

For the British people that
involves continuation of a mod
ilied wellare state, more pri
vatisation, and attempits to give
government a more personal
touch — the buzzword Lhese
days is caring government —
than Thatcher was cver able 1o
give.

In foreign policy much will
continue as it has in the last
|8 months. Major had dropped
the confrontational approach
in negotiation that was the
mark of the Thatcher ycars. As
a team Major and his Foreign
and Commonwealth Secretary
Douglas Hurd have brought in-
ternal harmony on the conduct
of foreign policy that no British
government has enjoyed for
decades.

Hurd was never a
Thatcherite — he rose 1o
prominence under Thatcher's
irascible predecessor Edward

When Prime Minister John Major started campaigning on a old-fashioned
British style an egg smashed across his face and cut his cheek. A few days later election

pundits and

pollsters all got egg on their faces when Major came back to power with an

overall majority. Gemini News Service examines the kind of government Britain can expect
for what could be another full five-year term.

1987

|

1992

1987 1.7% swing 10 Labour Tory majority 101 sests
1992: 2.1% swing o Labour. Tory majonty 21 seats

Heath — and did not enjoy the

rivalry between 10 Downing
Strect and the Foreign Office

that existed when he became
Foreign Sccretary in the last
days of Thatcher.

Major quickly made his
mark in summit diplomacy as
soon as he became Prime
Minister, but he did so much
more in tandem with Hurd
than did Thatcher

And he has a feel of Lthe un-
derprivileged that got him ofl
to a start in his relations
with leaders of the developing
world. The signs arc that he
will continue lo move away
[rom the strident diplomacy of
the Eighties and this will go
down particularly well with the
Third World

One of the British ministers
most well known in the Third
World lost her seat — Lynda
Chalker, Minister for Overseas
Development. No one was
surprised. least of all Chalker
hersell, because she was
hanging on to a majority of
279

Her predecesnor at
Overseas Development, Chris
Patten, who is chairman of the
Tory Party, lost his seat too,
but he can bask in the glory of
having won the campaign and
is bound in due course to be
found another seat quite
quickly and got back into the
Cabinet

in the mid-Ninctics is going to
be Europe. He leads a party
deeply divided on issues of
sovereignty and the pro-
for a federal Europe.
Aler years of bitier argument
over the British role in
the su was barely men-
tioned throughout the election
campaign by either party.

Both parties contain anti-
European hardliners they were
desperate to prevent from un-
dermining their campaigns.
Now these pecople will come
out Into the open again and
Major will find the subject all
the more difficult to handile

with a parllamentary majority
down from 101 to just 20,

The British want a loose
and greatly enlarged Eurcpean
Community that is not to the
liking of some member coun-
tries nor to the powerful
establishment in Brussels led
by Jacques Delors.

The fight will start almost
immediately In London
because Britain takes over the
presidency of the Community
in July for six months.

The Labour Party now [aces
a long pertod of internal argu-
ment. Although 1t slashed the
Tory majority, the inquest will
be agonising into how it came
to lose an clection at a time
when the economy was In
deep recession and the Tories
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Victorious Major Will Move Britain into Centre Right

Derek Ingram writes from London

made fundamental mistakes of

will re-appear. with the Left
questioning the wisdom of the
Kinnock strategy of converting
Labour into a social democratic

- For Major. the batteground . on their own admission. of Gemini News Service.

More Listening, More Acting — Testify Honesty of Purpose

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

Promises made to public could only be a short-lived stance to contain the listeners. The superficiality of such
promises coming ultimately to surface can still be out-wittingly disastrous. The past decades of our national

can scarcely think ol
I any interesting subject
to write of at the
moment. Instantly, | turn

almost philosophical for being
thrown into a vast expanse ol
utter thoughtlessness. Such a
dreary, weird situation behove,
as it were, an endless voyage
through a descrt treading my
weary way in quest ol an oasis.

My ear-drums are already
filled with all that funnelled
out by the stale rhetorics ol
the politiclans. Everyone
around me is ‘determined’
‘committed’ or ‘morally bound’
to do many things for the hap-
less mass who are smarting
under the deadweight of
poverty, deprivation and
deception. The wailing widow
in her heavily bedecked facial
contour and the hired onlook-
ers clad in mustard yellow
coarse sarccs continuc in my
impaired vision as the sclfsame
of the last several
decades.

Curiously enough, the drab
monotony of the makeshilt
rosirums or the speakers’
podium beats up my moribund
nos for 'Yatra' or 'Jarigan’
of yorider days. As a small child
fifty years ago | can still recall,
though [aintly, how the per-
formers vied against ecach
other for a greater slice of the
public applause.’At sixty now, |
find no change worth mention-
ing. Only the set-up has
allowed itselfl a litle touch
here and there to make a
marginal difference. The
tllklng_riou on as in the old
days. ¢ thematic bowl of
"people’s welfare” shall have
been long emptied if the vocal
promises for . Nnow ever
fringed on reality. The
outstretched hands of the
havenots (in true and real

sensc) remain yet hanging in
the void without the promised

Letters for publication
addressed to the Edi
with double space. For
are preferred, and all

address.

A test case

Sir, The space-deficient US
Trade Show in Dhaka was "a
cooperative venture belween
us Embassy and
agents/subsidiaries ol US firms
in Bangladesh”. The exhibition
coordinated to promote US-
Bangla trade relations espe-
cially encouraging prospective
American investors 1In
Bangladesh registered better-
than-average feedback.

This very important show
offered a special nppuﬂunt?r to
local entrepreneurs as well as
to foreign businessmen to
discover potential markets for
American goods and services
covering banking, compulers,

. consultancy, telecommunica-

tions, chemicals, office equip-
ment, transportation secrvices,
electronics, etc in response lo
Bangladesh's open-door policy
for foreign investments in her
market-oriented economy
favouring imports.

US-Bangla economic coop-
erations have already matured
enough to en preferential
privileges from sides as
partners for progress, which
are evidenced by Bangladeshi
exporis to USA iIncreased
considerably in recent years as

subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature

history is replete with many intriguing instances of our failure to stand by our promises. . .

filler. Against such a normal
backdrop, Hstening to public
gricvances by sclective prece-
dence appears to me a crucl
joke. It applies, both for the
seckers and dispenser of
justice alike.

No | do not imagine a
Hazrat Omer (RA) or a Badshah
Harun-Al-Rashid appearing on
my mental screen.
Nevertheless, | shall express
my deep urge to have a real
‘surprise’ from one who is re-
ally capable of giving. Readily,
my memories [lash back ‘to
nearly Aftyfive yecars. | conjure
mysell in bed deep in slumber
beside my younger brothers,
still in tears for a new pair of
shoes. | remember | cried for
it to my father who, 1 did not
know, could ill-aflford to get
me one instantly. But he didn't
talk, nor did he make any
promise. To my bewilderment,
| saw the pair looking at mc by
my pillow glistening in radi-
ance when | woke the next
moming. My w:r-bﬂnz father
did irlgctd bring it me
when | was already traversing
my world of dreams aslecp. |
do even crave for such a
pleasant surprise, perhaps on a
different setting.

When | tlalk of my good old
father (who is no more) | can
even today figure up how criti-
cal he was when he fond any
one around him ccaselessly
talki He would readily call
the a "garrulous” [ellow.
In fact, | was then too small to
understand the meaning of the
word. In later ycars coming of
age | learnt whadt it meant.

Garrulity to him was a positive
menace begetting a lack of
wisdom. Today, in my little
learning of the modern, scien-
tific management | realize
(though could not as yet faith-
fully practice it mysell] that
listening .and acting more can
be [ar more rewarding than
mere talking.

Talking at random brecds
cxpectation in the listeners
when big promises punctuate
the talking. And at long last,
when the promises dished out
to the listeners centinue unre-
alized, the expectation turns
invariably into [rustration. The
latter in turmn, gencrates hatred
and despise toward the talker
and consigns to the cold
furnace to prepare itsell for a
sudden eruption like an appar-
cntly dormant volcano.

As a vernacular daily in a
recent post-editorial very
rightly said that promises
made 1o public could only be a
short-lived stance to contain
the listeners. The superficiality

of such promises coming ulti-
maitely to surface can still be
out-wittingly disastrous. The
past dccades of our national
history is replete with many

intriguing instances of our .

failure to stand by our
promises, to realize our public
commitments.

| do not suppose that those
who matter, be they in posi-
tion or in opposition, do not
know such a bare truth.
Rather, | would say that they
arc either purposelully or
ignorantly playing with such a
brand of politics that the

nation is tired of. If,
what we loudly talk of is what
we mean, | do not, or rather, |
cannot appreciate the fun of
talking so much. Our peopie do
no longer need the so-called
motivation to be conscious of
their national responsibilities.
So they do no more require to
be ceremonially harangued at
end to make a perpetual
mockery of their unchanged
fate, they are, where they

were.

Yes, | am asking for a dil-
ference. The difference that
will transform a wordy wellare
into a solid, palpable, real
welfare. The is that in

word and act we have an
inevitable tinge of political po-
larisation. We have always our
eyes on the people to play
with, not our real, tangible
achievements to pride with.

if we sincerely believe that
we are the people to build our
own destiny by the sweat of
our brows, {f really we want to
be respected in the comity of
nations, we have got to get rid
first of our doubtful expertise
in playing second fiddle to the
political "snake charmers”.

The government in power
now should draw up both short
term and tong-term plans on
the basis of its exis
resources and on the basis
the anticipated resources as
far as practicable. Such plans
(let me call it master plan)
should include all the feasible
local plans to be drawn by the
local administration, members
of the t, elite of the
locality, social and political
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in these columns should be |
' legibly written or typed

of space, short letters

did impo
lishment of their diplomalie
ties.
Although the “show of US
products cloquently testifics
the strength and breadth of
Bangladesh-US economic ties’,

rts since the cslab-

American commoditics are
very likely to face stern com-
petitions [from Japanese,
Korean, and Chinese equiva-
lents in particular over both
quality and affordability.

Even with all positive fac-
tors for luring foreign cnter-
prises in the hope of subsidis-
ing her indebted economy out
of trauma fast, should LDC
Bangladesh maximise produc-
tion of domestic goods and
services and popularise them
in the world markets to
achieve higher GNP much
more than "buying tastes” with
"piggybank” foreign exchange?

M Rahman
Zila School Road,
Mymensingh. \

Load shedding
Sir, Your editorial on Power
Development Board's an-
nouncement on load shedding
was appropriate and in time.
However, you fafled to mention

uil

the action the administration
should have taken to reduce
the suffering of the people by
controlled use of power.

’DI3 has advised the pcople
not 1o mun the industry and the
power pumps for agricultural
purposc during the pcak
period between 5 and 10 pm,
This advice highlights the
inadequacy of intelligence of
the authority to decide on an
action of critical importance
alter careful consideration of
all factors.

The way the shopping areas
are lit up at night gives one the
impression that we have no
problem with our power sectar
and puts to shame the fllumi-
nation of the shopping areas of
our more aflluent neighbours.
In Calcutta, New Delhi and
Karachi all the shops are re-
quired to close at 8 pm, and
heavy fine is imposed for viola-
tion, but in our country the

- shops are open till late at

night, and in spite ol power
shortage the administration
makes no eflort to close them
early, and thus save power.
This shows the bankruptcy of
the ability of the persons de-
ciding important issues for the
country. No wonder we are in a
MCSS.

Instcad of kecping the pro-
ductive sectors like [actories
and agricultural pumr:
closed, government shou
have instructed closure of all
the shops in the country at
7.30 pm and allow the mills

and [actories to [unction unin-
terruptedly.

Perhaps in may not be
wrong to assume that the
shopowners are responsible
for a portion of the "systems
loss”, in collusion with PDB
personnel. By closing the

shops at 7.30 pm, two objec-

tives will be achieved: produc-
tive sectors will continue to

produce, and “"systems loss”
will be reduced.

Narme Aligeb
Motijheel. Dhaka.

Salam Sikdar

Sir, | am surc, most of the
people in the country, watched
on TV the report on Salam
Stkdar, a notorious criminal,
and acquired a dastardly feel-
ing of what is going on in our
country. Most of the heinous
drama came to the light, but
one thing our BTV authoritics
dared not focus was the ab-
sence of police action, and al-
leged police connivance with
the marauders. | have recefved
reports from people of the
area who testifled that they
had evidence how the Mirpur
Police was obliged to hush up
the casc. Therelore, the
Mirpur Police should come oul
with a public statement deny-
ing their hands in this matter.

Now that the culprit has
been caught, we want to hear
about the follow-up actions too.

workers of all sheds of opinion.

| shall insist on the inclusion
ol the last [actor because

then the bonafide of our -
ings for the people at large
shall be put to an acid test.
And where there is opposition
stronghold, be boid and broad
enough to let their MP take
the lead. Let him come up with
tangible proposals for devel-
opment of the area he repre-
sents, Let him also take the
test. His success will be not his
alone but also of the govern-

ment in power for having quite

OPINION

unhesitatingly permitted a
political adversary to lead a
development team. | hope the
government sees through the
ultimate gain in lhl.ﬂr%:
plan with the opposition.
beneflit thus accruing to the
peopie of the area can be Imag-
ined than said.

Whatever you want to do or
have in mind to do, try it as
silently as possible. Less of
talking, more of listening and
acting — | have the robust op-
timism — will eloquently tes-
tify to our honesty of purpose.
Let us allow our achievements
to beat down our eerie, sell-
adulating, habit
of talking only and not listen-
ing and acting.

The writer {s a management
consultant :

Golam Azam and the Quest
for Consensus

Firdous Murshid

We cannot progress if every  lamisation, introduction of the
debate has to start out from concept of Bangladeshi nation-
first principles, and this is , alism (which was never clearly
especially sa for national de-  defined), ng impor-
bates. There is therefore a tant poli posts to collabo-
great need to achieve rators like Shah Aﬂﬁ;
agreement about what these Rahman, to name just a
first or basic principles should retrograde steps. Anyonc with
be in the context of our na- loreﬂgr::hnuldh-ukmn
tional existence. These prin- that eventual crowning of

cjples are unlikely to drop
from heaven, and in fact evolve
gradually to reflect our social
hopes and aspirations. A ‘firm’
consensus actually did exist,
achieved through years ol po-
litical stru and social tur-
moil, leading up to the
Liberation War in 1971. These
were a commitment to liberal
democ . respect for rule of

| law and fundamental rights, a

secular world view and a
commitment to poverty allevia-
tion and distributional justice
(as reflected in the word
‘socialism’ in the 1972 Con-
stitution). Even in 1972 there
were the usual detractors from
the [ringe (the loony lelt,
alienated intellectuals and the
quisling right) who sought to
undermine the hard achieved
consensus. The mainstream
opinion however was firmly in
favour of pluralist democracy
in a secular Bang-ladesh. As a
party, the banning of Jamaat
was a logical consequence,
given {ts violent anti-
Bangladesh role in 1971, and
was not a negation of our
commitment to democracy.
Sceds of discord were
rapidly sown however. | have
great respect for the Bang-
abandhu, and my admiration
for him is all the more genuine
because it is not blind.
Notwithstanding the fringe at-
tack on the ‘first principles’,
the first broadside was actually
launched by Bangabandhu him-
self, with the creation of
BAKSAL and the one party
state. It Is not necessary to go
into the details of BAKSAL or
the circumstances leading up
to its declaration to conclude
that this was not a popular
step, even amongst many of his
staunchest supporters. After
the assassination of the
Ban hu, no holds were
barred. President Zia allowed
the ‘defeated forces of 1971
to re-e from their holes,
and unbanned the Jamaat, and
set about destroying whatever
clse that remained of the ear-
lier consensus that was so

painfully achieved: gradual is-

poutraged

was only a matter of time. The
s is that it actually took
so to materialisel

The up to the ecrown-
ing ceremony was impressive.
Consider the following facts:
(a) There is controversy
surrounding the role of at least
two gentlemen in 1971, who
now adorn very high positions
in the government; (b) candi-
dates for the presidency vied
with each other in secking the
blessings of Mr Azam. All the
signals emanating from all di-

rections indicated to Jamaat |

that the much awaited mo-
ment had come. Reality how-
ever sometimes defies logic.
The crowning of Golam Azam
was the last straw on a very
emaciated camel. We were
like never belore,
with the accumulated horror
and disgust of the last decade
and a half. But this was the ul-
timate insult, aimed at the very
basis of our nationhood. The
consensus of 1971 now lies to-
tally shattered in all its
aspects, despite the fragile
steps taken towards a pluralist
dcuncrla':z That the task of
reviving ‘spirit’ of 1971 is
having to be performed by
non-political persons, spcaks
volumes about the state of po-
litical bankruptcy in the coun-
try. None of the pelitical par-
ties can escape blame for their

tion of the hour is can we re-
establish a new consensus, and
what elements would such a
consensus consist of? This
question can no longer be ig-
nored or postponed. | cannot

retend to have any answers,

ut in my opinion, essential

politicians have
:ﬂmumu

'Golam Azam as Amir of Jamaat




