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Saudi instruction

- for visa seekers
Bangladeshi citizens seck-

ing individual visa [rom Saudi

Embassy have been advised to

collect their passports [rom

the embassy counters during

passporl delivery hours on all

working days said a press re-
lease Monday, reports UNB.

20 injured in
Jhenidah clash

JHENIDAH, Apr 27 : At
least 20 peoplec werc injured
and ncarly 100 vchicles dam-
aged in clashes between strik-
ing rickshawpullers and truck
workers in the town today. All
the injured were admitted to
the Sadar Hospital. The clash
erupted when the pullers
started angry protest against
damage to several rickshaws by
truck drivers at the local bus
stand Sunday evening, reports

UNB.
Serbs, Muslims
start talks

LISBON, Apr 27 :
Preliminary talks be-
tween the warring Serb and
Muslim communities of
Bosnia-Harzegovina began In
Lisbon today, the officials said
Croatian leaders were ecx-
pected lo arrive at any mo-
ment. A Portuguese forcign
Ministry spokeswoman said
the Serbian delegation and
part of the Muslim delegation
were already in Lisbon and
were holding bilateral talks,
reports Reuter,

Maldives to host
youth confce

COLOMBO, Apr 27 : The
Indian Ocean aloll nation ol
Maldives will host the first
Commonwealth th mints-
ters’ conference [rom P to
May 12, the Maldivian high
commission here nnnuun;ﬁl
loday. In a statement, it
&.JN‘I.II"I President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom would inaugu-
rate the mecting, which Is ex-
pect o be aticnded by youlh
ministers from all
Commonwealth countries, re-

ports AFP.
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Dhaka, Yangon sign accord on repatriation today

UN involvement likely

Alter four days ol debalcs
and deliberations between the
diplomats of Bangladesh and
Myanmar. the two sides have
rcached accord and the
Foreign Ministers are set o
inittal an agreement Lhis
morning on the immediate
return of the Rohingya

refugees.
"We've made a break-

through..... we have finalised an
agreement®, Additional
Foreign Secrectary A H
Mahmud Ali told The Daily
Star yesterday.

Ali, who led the Bangladesh
team ol officials in the Working
Group, also saild the agree-
ments to be signed today “will
take care of our concerns in all
arcas’ bul refused to claborale.

A ‘'supplementary agree-
ment’ containing details of the
‘physical arrangements’ will
also be signed today by the
ambassadors of the two coun-
tries.
It s believed that the
Myanmar side has also agreed

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

to Lhe

roposal ol invelving a
UN n1'r

y litke UNHCR in t

«repatriation.

Bangladesh Forelign
Ministry officials, when asked,
declined to comment on the
issuc.

The accord signing cere-
mony, scheduled at 8 am in
the morning at the state guest
house Meghna, will be followed
by a press conference where
the two Foreign Ministers are
lo answer reporters’ gqueries.

According to sources, the
supplementary agreement
deals with the detalls of the
repatriation, such as who
would get priority and in what
number.

Sources also say that the
repatriation will start soon and
a schedule has also been pre-
pared but officials declined to
give a speciflic date.

A l4-member Myanmar
delegation led by Foreign
Minister Ohn Gyaw [lew in
Dhaka Thursday and held first
round ol formal talks Friday

with esh side led by
Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman Myanmar
delegation includes
Information Minister and
member of the ruling State
Law and Order Restoration
Council Brig Gen Myo Thant
Bangladesh team included
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury and Minister of
State for Relief Lutfor Rahman
Khan

Al the first round ol formal
discussion, a working group
comprising senfor officials of
the two sides was formed o
[rame the modalities ol repa-
Lriation

Pursuing a permanent solu-
tion Dhaka oflicials kep! insist-
ing the visilors al Lhe negoUal-
ing table that the United
Nations be made a party to the
process of repatriation. The
host officials also pleaded that
the world body's involvement
should be extended up lo the
resettiement phase.
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Gyaw assures
Khaleda of
taking back
Rohingyas

The visiting Foreign
Minister of Myanmar, U Ohn
Gyaw called « on  Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her residence Monday night
and assured that his country
would take back the Myanmar
refugees presently sheltered in
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

Begum Zia expressed her
salisfaction at the understand-
ing reached by the fwo coun-
tries and sald BDangladesh al-
ways tried to solve the refugee
problem through dialogue and
mutual understanding. She
hoped that a congenial atmo-
sphere would be created so
that the refugees could go back
to Myanmar in salcty and with
honour as soon as possiblc

She referred to her recent
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Mojaddedi fails to turn up in Kabul

Rival Mujahideen
1ignore Pak
ceasefire call

KABUL, Apr 27: A transi-
tional counctl to take power in
Kabul fafled to turn up as ex-

| pected Monday in Kabul,

where heavy fighting raged de-
spite a ceasclire agreement
announced by Pakistan, re-
ports AFP. .

Today marked the I|4th
anniversary of the communist
coup here in 1978 which trig-
gered the Soviet invasfon of
1979

Najibullah
the transitional council's
lcader, told reporters at the
airport that a trans plane
which landed empty should
have carried his [(ather
Stbgatuliah and the rest of the
51-member council.
should arrive in a couple of
days,” he said, without a
reason why the cou mem-
bers were not aboard.

The council set ol for war-
lorn Kabul carly Monday in a

100-vehicle convey from

i, son of

Peshawar, the northwestern
Pakistani city which for 14
years of war served as a base 0
a loosc seven-party

allance, and where the
Mujahidcen agreed on the
council last Friday.

Resistance sources had said

edi could switch o a
helicopter or plane for the

s last leg
pu::?.rldk bursts of gunfire
and artillery thundered in the
capital of 1.5 million people, as
fighters of Ahmed Shah
Masood's Jamiat-i-islami bat-
tled to keep control of Kabul
following their entrance into
the city on Saturday.

Witnesses reported that at
lcast 40 tanks belonging to the
Hezb-1-Islami faction of
Masood's rival, Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, were rumbling
down Logar road to join the
fight for Kabul, which began
Sundey
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in a week

By Mahftiz Ullah

A change in the cabinet has
become imminent., according
to the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
SOUTOES.

The change. unlikely to al-
fect the present compeosition
in a big wgy, is expected to al-
ter the [ate of sitx persons.

The change, planned to
make the cabinet more cohe-
sive and the of the
country more effective, will
take place in the first week of
May.

Sources close o Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said that she had already made
up her mind and indicated to
the persons she would wel-
come to the cabinet.

But, as some of the cabinet
members were out of the
country and  the UNICEF
Executive Director is to visit
the country, the change will
come alter April 30.

A close associate of the

Prime Minister told The Daily
Star that Lhe cabinet meeting
held yesterday was the last
meeting of the incumbent cab-
incl.

Sources further said that
the Prime Minister would be
executing the change lor some
reasons. These were to ‘drop
some people, whose perfor-
mances were nol satisfactory
from the cabinet and reward-
ing at least one about whom
she felt confident, making the
characteristics of the cabinet
more representative geograph-
ically and accommodating
some skilled persons in it

Besides, the Prime Minister
needed politically intelligent
people in the cabinet who
could be of assistance in deal-
ing with the opposition in the
coming day.

According to the sources,
there would be some element
of surprise about persons being

Sec Page 12 Col 8

$6m fourth project launched

Consensus on population

control a must : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khalcda Zia Monday launched
the Fourth Population, and
Health Project, the largest
World Bank aided population
and healthcare programme in
the Third World, with a call for
strengthening social move-
ment in favour of the 600 mil-
lion dollar project, reports
BSS.

"We want lo open new visla
for development against dis-
casc, morbidity and malnur-
ishment. We have to become
victorfous in the movement,’
Begum Zia said, at the launch-
ing ceremony held at Osmany
Memorial Hall.

The Prime Minister said
her government was giving
emphasis on poverty alleviation
and cxpansion of education
and healthcare facilities, be-
cpusc, she said, development
of human resources was the
target of her ment,

Begum Zia said the elected
government was committed to
fulfilling the people’s right to
healtheare, their constitutional
right.

She said, "We want to build
up a healthy, strong and active
nation.”

Begum Zia said at present
an eclected gevernment was in
power and welfare of the pco-
ple was the central point of all
its activitics.

She said in this perspec-
tive, the launching of the five-
year Population and Healthcare
Project with foreign aid of
more than 600 million dollars
had special significance. "It is
the manifestation of confi-
dence, noble intention and
sympathy of international
community with the on-going
democratic process of our
country,” Begum Zia said.

Underlining the neced for
national consensus on issues of
public importance, the Prime
Minister said it was natural to
have differences of opinion
under a democratic system but
it was extremely necessary to
establish national consensus on
issues of public importance.
One of such issues is popula-
tion explosion and healthcare
because the very existence of

the nation depends on these
issucs, she said.

Begum Zia said the prescnt

vernment had already re-
formed the National Population
Council with an aim to cvolve
national conscnsus on popula-
tion control.”"We want to forge
a social movement across the
country with all frrespective af
party or opinion,” she said.

Begum Zia expressed her
beliefl that the social move-
ment could initiate a far-reach-
ing silent revolution regarding
widespread healthcare drive,
population control and health-
care facilities.

The Prime Minister also
underscored the need lor
{aster establishment of health
infrastructure throughout the
country. Attaining sell-reliance
in producing health and birth
control implements and re-
moving irregularities and
mismanagement in the health
administration.

Begum Zia also mentioned
the “review committec
formed to remove the indisci-
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AL attacks
Khulna Press
Club

By Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 27: Angry
mob today stormed the local
press club, injured five journal-
ists, ransacked the VIP room
and damaged three vehicles
parked in the club premises.

The mob allegedly attacked
the Press Club protesting
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas' schedule visit to the
Press club.

The president will inaugu-
rate the three day "Silver
Jublee” programme of the
Press Club today.

The attackers also set fire
to the gate erected in honour
of the President.

The attack was made by a
faction of Awami League pro-
cessfonists who carlier held a
rally in front of the Press Club,
witnesses said.

The journalists injured
were identified as Masudur
Rahman Rana of Daily Dinkal,
Sannar Parvez of Daily Meillat,
Afzal Baker of Daily Anirban,
Syed Shafi Ahmed of Daily
Janata, Anwar Hossain of Daily
Anirban. A car driver Abdul
Molck was also injured in the
melee.

.Police vigilance in the town
has been strengthened follow-

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina deq1_ands probe Into mEanEmassacm

Certain quarters behind
tribal, non-tribal conflict

LOGANG (Khagrachhari),
Apr 27: Awami League
President and Leader ol the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina yesterday called
for immediate solution of the
longstanding problem in the
strifle-torn Chittagong Hill
Tracts and restore peace and
tranquility in the area, reports
UNB.

Hasina demanded judicial
probe into the April 10
"massacre” at Shantigram in
Logang where, she said, an un-
specified number of tribal
people were killed.

“This bloody sell-destruc-
tive conflict among brothers
must be stopped once for all,”
she said adding that the gov-
ernment will have to resolve
the problem through negotia-
tions and understanding.
Otherwise, she warned, the
government will be blamed for
any [urther bloodshed in the

region.

Hasina who visited
Khagrachhari hill district for
the first time, went to

Shantigram cluster village,
mostly inhabited by Chakma
tribe, to see the extent of
damage caused by the April 10

incident.

Official here said 13 people
were killed and 13 others in-
jured in the “tragic” incident
but local tribal people claimed
the casualty was between 300-
1200.

“| have no language to ex-
press my indignation at such
incident of blood-shedding and
violation of human rights”, the
opposition lcader said.

Certain vested quarters are
behind the confllict between
tribals and non-tribals to fulfil
their heinous design, Hasina
added.

"There should not be any
discrimination between tribals
and non-tribals, in the name of
Paharis and Ban ... We are
all Bangalees,” she said. "Every
citizen has equal rights to live
in this country which
achieved independence
through supreme sacrifices ol

the people of all faiths —
Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist,
Christian.”

“Bangladesh belongs to all of
them — tribals and non-trib-
als... they should live together
in peace and harmony,” she
said.
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Mahathir blasts

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 27:
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr
Mahathir Mohamad accused
the Nerth for polluting the en-
vironment and said “cighty per
cent of the pollution is due to
the activities in the industrially

deve North.”
Mahathir said this while in-
augurating the three-day

Second Ministerial Conlference
of Developing Countries on
Environment and Development
here today.

Fifty-four developing coun-
tries are attending the confer-

ence which is being held for
taking a common stand at the
United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(UNCED) summit of world
leaders due to be held at Rio
de Janeiro in June this year,
During his 30- minute
speech, Dr Mahathir stressed
on ensuring South-South co-
operation In the area of envi-
ronment and development.
"The South must identify
specific areas ol cooperation
and interaction, particularly in
forestry, technology transfer

From Chapal Bashar

and sound environmental man-

t," he said.

The Malaysian
Minister also proposed to
establish a Global Fund (o sup-
port the global greening tar-
get, to finance reforestation
and afllorestation programmes
as well as forest rehabilitation
and maintenance. 2

He called upon the global
community to target at least
30 per cent of the Earth's ter-
restrial area to be greened by
the year 2000. The world has
now 27.6 per cent of its land

Prime

under [orest cover,

Dr Mahathir blasted the
rich North for }t; cam utgn

inst logging ol tropical tim-
g* Malaysia has already taken
a bold stand against such cam-
paign since it affects the
country’'s economy, particularly
in Sabah and Sarawak slate

where timber export is a major
source of foreign exchange

carnings. )
The Prime Minister termed
the Norths campaign against

the logging tropical trees as a
clear case of opportunistic use

of the environmental issues.
"If not for opportunism, the
energy of the environmental-
ists can be rewardingly fo-
cussed on other pollutants”,
Mahathir said with a call to the
rich North to stop use of nu-
clear fuels for power and to
outlaw the manulacture, stor-
age and wuse of nuclear

weapons.

Defending Malaysia's rahqr
in the logging of tropical tim-
ber, Mahathir said that
Malaysia is fully aware of the

role that the tropical forests

North for polluting environment

are playing in preserving the
delicate balance in the envi-
ronment,

"We are also acutely con-
scious that we are a developing
country which needs the
wealth afforded by our forests.’
he said adding, “"We do net cut
down our Lrees foolishly.”

“"If it is in the interest of the
rich that we do not cut down
our trees then they must com-
pensate us for the loss of in-
come,” he satd mentioni
that Malaysias extraction

See Page 12 Col 8
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Hijackers
trade fire
with cops :
1 killed
By Staff Correspondent

Police and hijackers ex-

changed gunshots at Gulshan
and Tcjgaon Industrial Areas In

the city Monday morning leav-

ad he
Ii!r:{n:rurzrundr on 1

another three in-

Of the wvicetims, Golam
Mustala, 25, was shot dead
near Culshan shooting range
while Abdur Rashid, 24, Harun
and- Mia, 12, sustained
bullet injuries at Tejgaon
Industrial Area during the halfl
an hour peolice chase from
Guishan to Tejgaon.

Golam Mustala, Abdur
Rashid and Harun were identi-
fied as hijackers while Mongol
Mia was said o be a pedes-
trian.

Police arrested Abdur
HRashid and Harun and sent
them w the Dhaka Medical

Sec Page 12 Col 2

TT Energy
reache
Chittagong

By Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 27: The
Bahama (lag carrying otl tanker
TT Energy carrying about one
lakh tons of crude otl for the
Chiltagong Easlern Refinery
from Lthe United Arab Emirates
(UAE) arritved Chittagong
Sunday midnight- after over
two months time behind the
schedule.

The drama centering this
wornoul tanker chartered by
the Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation will draw a certain
soon with the discharge of the
crude oik

Chittagong Port radio con-
trol and BSC sources said the
tanker is lying in anchor near
Kulubdia 22 miles off
Chittagong Port because of
higher draught. A lightering
vesscl Banglar Sawrav been
senl to it for lighterage. All
preparations have bcen taken
to receive the crude, refinery
sources said.

Belore heading for
Chitiagong Port the oil tanker

See Page 12 Col 7

Sher-e-Bangla's
contributions
recalled

Speakers at a discussion in
Dhaka yesterday called for
materialising the ideals of
Sher-c-Bangla A K Fazlul Haq
and his dreams for ameliorat-
ing the lot of common man,
reports UNB.

They paid tributes to the
late leader recalling his un-
compromising role in the
struggle for achieving socio-
economic emancipation of the
peasant community and the
downtrodden.

Sher-e-Bangla Jatiya Smrit
Sangsad, Bangladesh Jatiya
Byaktitto Gobeshona Kendra,
Bangladesh Manabadhikar
Sangathan and Sher-e-Bangla
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Inaction to ruin
SAARC, says
[Lankan FM

COLOMBO, Apr 27: Srl Lan-
kan Foreign Minister Harold
Herat on Monday warned a
regional grouping that it was in
danger of becoming irrelevant
il follow-up action was not
taken on important issues,
reports AFP. .

At a meeting here of For-
eign Secretaries of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), Herat
criticised "weaknesses” in the
Integrated programme on Ac-
tion (IPA) which dealt with the
bulk of SAARC activitics,

“The weakness of the IPA
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OIC Secy General
due today

Secretary OGencral of the
Organisation of Islamie
Conference [OIC) Dr Hamid

Algabid arrives ay (Tuesday)
to have a ook of the

Rohingya reflugees
sheltered In re-
ports UNB.

The OIC Secretary General
will be leading a 12-member
delegation during his three-
day oflicial tour.



