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'Industrial
sector may
crumble
in 2 years'

Commerce Minister M K
try's industrial uﬂe:“l m:y
crumble in next two years un-
less is done
to improve detertorating
situation in power supply, re-

UNB.
ﬂ:hlmliu the 22nd
Promotion

Counch yesterday
morning, he
stressed strict rationing of
power and also hinted at a .
ing installation of power gen-
erators in industrial units.

There have been reports of
frequent loadshedding across
the country, seriously aflecting
roduction in mills, ficld sand

torics, besides causing sul-
ferings to the . PDB re-
cently said there would be
300mw loadshedding a day for
shortfall in power generation.

Giving positive signs in ex-
port rmance this year de-
spite initial sluggishness, the
Commerce Minister told the
council meeting that country's
export earning in 1991-92
would cross the target due to
positive steps taken by the
democratic government.

“Though we were lagging
behind in the first three
months, we have gradually
picked up and expect to su-
persede our targel at least by
20 per cent in terms of
money,” he said.

Held at a local hotel, the
meeling reviewed 12 sugges-
tions for inclusion in and dele-
tion from the two-year cxport
policy (1991-93).

Chamber leaders, represen-
tatives of the trade associa-
tions, high officials, including
Commerce Secretary Nazeem
Ahmed Chowdhury, also ad-
dressed the meeting.

The Minister hinted that
the government would squecze
its responsibility in adminis-
tering country's trade and
commerce,

“We want to narrow our
sphere of activities and make

rivate sector more dynamic,”
Kc told the businessmen.

To objections raised by the
chamber leaders to the im-
plementation of certain ex-
port-related decisions, Anwar
said "You have to accept the
reality... arranging interminis-
terial meeting is a long drawn
process’

He said the two-year export
policy would be reviewed in
due time and sought recom-
mendations from the trade and
chamber bodies in this regard.

Related story on page 7

Zarif's killers
yet to be
nabbed

By Staff Correspondent

Police could not arrest the
killers of Kazi Mohammad Zaril
till Sunday night.

Zaril, a contractor and sup-
plier and also a lcader of
Bangladesh Chhatra League (S-
Al ., was shot dead in the
premises of Suhrawardy
Hospital at Sher-c-Bangla
Nagar in the city Saturday.

Meanwhile, postmortem
examination of the body was
done at Forensic Department
of the Dhaka Mcdical College
Saturday. Doctors said that it
was a homicide, but Tcjgaon
police said they did not re-
cefve the report.

A Suhrawardhy Hospital
source said, Zaril was enlisted
there and had been supplying
food of the patients of the last
four years. Zaril had rivalry
with some other contractors
whom he did not allow to
submit tender, the source

ad9fice sources said, Zaril
was wanted in at lcast a dozen
of cases. He had cascs lodged
with several police stations in-
cluding Tejgaon, Mohammad-
pur, Mirpur in Dhaka and
Golachipa {n Barisal. A warrant
of arrest was issued against
him by the Tejgaon Police
Station a few days beforc his
death and police were hunting
for Zarif, the sources added.

Bomb hurled at
CPB office

By Staff Correspondent

A cracker was hurled at the
central office of the
Communist Part ol
Bangladesh (CPB) at rana
Paltan in the city last night.

Witnesses said, two persons
came a rickshaw one of
whom hurled the cracker at
about B.456 pm in the oflice
compound and fled away.

CPB General Seccrctary,
Nurul Islam Nahid, told the
Daily Star that he was in the
office room and had heard the
blast. No one was hurt in the
incident, he added.

The reexcavated Ramchandradi-Kalyandi canal of the Araihazar Upazila, Nlﬂﬂﬂl&

A canal people pin hopes_ on

KALLYANDI(Narayanganf),
Apr 26: For some 30,000

pcople, mostly share croppers,
the Ramchandradi-Kallyandi
canal in this remote unfon in
Arathazar upazila epitomizes
hope. Hope for more crops,
optimum utilisation of le
land and sell-sufliciency in
food.

The seven-kilometer canal,
about 46 kilomeclers ofl Dhaka,
is the first onc which has been
re-excavaled completely under
the national canal digging pro-
gramme re-initiated by the
governmenl of Prime Ministe
Begum Khaleda Zia. '

On April 21. the Prime
Minister formally let the water
flow in the Ramchandradi-
Kallyandi canal which was
completed wtthin one and a
half month before the sched-
uled construction in three
months.

Addressing a hii public
meeting later at the local
Shahid Manzur Stadium, she
announced that her ™m-
ment was determined to see
that all of its development
programmes succceded de-
spite all hindrances.

Begum Zia said that the
nine-ycar aulocratic rule had
left behind a legacy of destruc-

tion and _ﬁiundcﬂng ol national
asscls. ¢ nalionalist force

was delermined to take the
nation on the path of develop-
ment through national consen-
sus, she added.

The Ramchandradi-
Kallyandi canal which flows
through Sadasadi, Fatepur and
Mahmudpur unions and falls
into a branch of the river
Meghna would bring 2,500
acrcs of land under irrigation
[acilities in the dry secason,

By Staff Correspondent

Arathazar upazila parishad offi-
cials said.

The open-end canal would
also help free another 500
acres from seasonal water log-
ging, they hoped.

The oflicials said that the
irrigated land would annually
produce 5,500 metric tons of
surplus crops, estimated at
Taka 3.25 crore.

Besides, an estimated 35
metric tons of fish, worth Taka
18 lakh. would be produced in
the canal cvery year, Lhey said.

The Lhrec-lakh residents of
the upazila nced 42,939 met-
ric tons of food a year— 6,457
tons deficit from the total re-
quirement.

"The Ramchandradi-
Kallyanpur canal can be a boon
for the local people,” said
Ataur Rahman, the mem-
ber of parliament

He said that re-excavation
of the canal cost 106.66 met-
ric tons of wheat. The amount
was hall of the total estimated
cost and the canal was dug
one kilometer longer than the
original plan, he said.

Rahman said despile the
two mighty rivers— the
Lakkhya and the Meghna—
flowing near the area, ground
water level had alarmingly
gone down causing difficulties
in {rrigation during the dry
SCASON.

The land was losing fts fer-
tility while the deep irrigation
tubewells were pumping out
less water, he said explaining
the objective ol re-excavation
ol the canal.

The agricultural produce of
the upazila was rice — irrl and
aman, jute, sugarcane, potalo,
pulses and mustard.

Abdur Rahman Bhulyan a
farmer of the nearby
Laxmibhardi village in Sadasadi
union, said that most ol the
land in his locality produced
double crops and with iIn-
creased Irrigation facilities
three corps could be produced
in the afea

“The canal will also reduce
the operation cost of the deep-
dug pumps saving about one
thousand taka for every acre,”
he said,” We are keeping our
fingers crossed.”

According to the local agri-
cultural office, the present
crop intensity - number of har-
vests on a piece of land a year -
is 100 per cent

Local oflictals estimate that
crop intensity would reach
235 per cent with better frri-

gation [acilitics in the areca.
However, the hopes of the

local people are on the balance
as success of the whole project
is helplessly depending on
construction of a sluice gate
across the Ramchandradi-
Kallyandi canal.

Officials of the Arathazar
upazila parishad said that only
a sluice gate, that costs Taka 6
lakh, could stop draining out of
water from the 10-feet-deep
canal, filled up during the
MONSOON.

They said that a proposal to

construct a sluice gate had
been submitted to the gov-
ernment for approval.
However, they admitted that it
would take “some time” to
start constructing the sjuice

#%nicrestingly, the cost of

106.66 metric tons of wheat |

(an estimated 6,000 taka a
ton) is a little more than the
eslimated cost for construc-
tion of the sluice gate.
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" SAARC speciar.

session begins
in Colombo today

COLOMBO, Apr 26: The
Forcign Secretaries of
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives
and Nepal arrived in Colombo
Sunday for Monday's special
sessfon of the Standing
Committee of SAARC Foreign
Secretaries.

Foreign Ministry sources
told Lankapuvath that Pakistan
Forcign Seccrctary Shaharyar
Khan and KK Bhargava, lormer
SAARC Secretary General at
present a Sctretary at the
Indian Foreign office, would be
arriving Monday.

Dha ka-Yangon accord
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get back their rights when
they rcturn home.

Bangladesh believes Lhat
without an international guar-
antee for their salety, there
might be another influx caus-
ing a similar trouble the coun-
try had encountered in 1978-
79 and is presently [acing.

Yangon authorities told a
UN special envoy ecarly this
month that they were rcady to
take back the refugees pro-
vided they could produce some
evidence of their residency in

! Myanmar. During the on-going
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u?ring Azam was the qucstion
of cxistence of the majority

who support the cause of in-
dependence.

*The Jamatis are being fi-
nanccd and armed by some
foreign countrics and the gov-
ernment is giving them sanc-
tuary”, she complained and
said “bad days are coming as
the flundamentalist forces are

lanning another mass
Ellllng.'

The pro-independence
forces are bolstered only by
power of scll-confidence and
integrity and they will not
leave the street until the de-
mand {s meet.

Imam urged the people to
ous! ‘Jamaatis and Shibirites’

from mosque saying that "they
are exploiting the common-
man by using Islam”.

She categorically said that
the Nirmul Committee was to-
tally a non-political body but a
section ol newspapers were

lishing fabricated news to
reak the unity of the forum.

*] am now 64 and [ have
nothing to gain or lose so |
have no political ambition,”
she told the people referring
to & news item in which it was
hinted that Imam was going to

e
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head a political party.

She urged the patriotic
people to donate to committee
fund (account No 2004) at the

Elephant Road branch of
United Commercial Bank
Limited.

Imam urged the participant
to continue rallics and proces-
stons until May 17 by forming
committees in cvery corner of
the country.

Abdur Razzak said that the
government had not yet taken
any action against Jamaal
although it violated the
Constitution by electing
Pakistani citizen as its Ameer.

“This i{s the final war and
we have to win it," he said
adding that "no government
can be in power ignoring peo-
ple’s opinfon.”

Aref Ahmed said that during

anti-autocracy movement peo-
ple gave their verdict through
mass upsurge and now against

anti-liberation forces they gave

it through people’'s court.
Hassan Imam refuting gov-

ernment allegation that the
committee was conspiring
against the country said that it

was Jamaat that was conspir-

ing against the country as it

Jamatis went to India and
Pakistan before clecting Azam

as Ameer.

*"We are blamed as Indian
agents but Golam Azam’s son is
studying in India. So decide
who is Indian agent,” he told

the rally.

Lt Col (retd) Abu Osman
Chowdhury read out the six-
point resolution of the rally.

In another annoumccment
‘Sammilitye Sanskritik Jote’
said that it would establish an
alternative open radio station
named “Janatar Samprochar

Kendro®™ near

bilateral talks that began
Friday, Myanmar leaders have
been reiterating the statement
but are learnt to be rcluctant
in accepting a supervisory role
of the UN.

Bangladesh side has also
su ted some kind of moni-
toring by the UN even alter the
repatriation.

Sources say that Myanmar
has agreed on almost all major
points except for the UN in-
volvement.

A l4-member Myanmar
delegation led by Foreign
Minister Ohn Gyaw flew in
the capital Thursday and held
first round of formal talks the
day after. At the [irst mecting,
the political members of the
two sides resolved to entrust
the senior civil scrvants with
the task of working out the de-
tails of a possible repatriation
agreement.

The Working Group met
informally Saturday.

The Myanmar tcam s cx-
pected to call on Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia today.

The visitors are scheduled
to leave Tuesday, and Forecign
Minister Ohn Gyaw is ltkely to
address the press before de-
parture,

Till date, more than
2,256,000 Rohingya relugees
have crossed into Bangladesh
from the bordering Myanmar
province of Arakan. They have
been sheltered in 12 tempo-
rary rcliel camps in Cox's
bazar and Bandarban districts.

Additional Foreign
Secretary A H Mahmood Al
and Bangladesh Ambassador to
Myanmar Mustafa Faru
Muhammad represente

h side at yesterday’'s
meeting held at the confer-
ence room of the Ministry of
Foreign Allairs.

BSS adds: The visiting
Foreign Minister of Myanmar,
Ohn Gyaw, called on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas al

Sunday.

During the meeting, thc
Myanmar Foreign Minister as-
sured the President that his
country would settle amicably
all existing problems with

President Biswas said that
traditional relationship was
existing between the two
countries and hoped that all
the problems would be re-
solved in the spirit of mutual

understanding. He said
h always believed In

friendship with all particularly

the neighbouring countries.

o
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enue collection and savings to
generate internal resources.

The Finance Minister
pointed out that il the presemt
rate of income and expendt-
ture continued then about 18
to 19 per cent of the allocation
of the Annual Development
Plan (ADP) could be Mnanced
from internal resources. He
said the to allocate
25 per cent of tA® ADP from
internal funds by next year and
a minimum of 35 per cent by
1995.

Bangladesh received a
commitment of 2.1 billion US
dollars in aid for the 1992-63
fiscal year at' the April 20-2)
Aid Club mecting held under
the auspices of the World
Bank.

The econsortium members,
however, were critical about
the performance In the mi-
cre-economic sector, the
Minister pointed out, adding
that the management prob-
lems, excess manpower and
the continuing losses in the
public sector corporations in-
cluding PDB, DESA, Raflways,
Jute Co and the Jute
Mills Corporation were partic-
ularly singled out

Agreeing with the assess-
ment of the donors, the
Minister noted that ncarly

onc-third of the projeci aid
wis currcnlly used lo cover

the losses.

The primary thrust in the
immediate would be to cul
down on system losscs, reduce
excess manpower and improve
management and marketing
practices, he added.

The absence of a relation-
ship between wages and pro-
ductivity was adso cri by
the donors. "The sine qua non
of the support of donors is to
link wages with productivity,”
Rahman said.

Replying to a question, the
Minister said that the excess
manpower in the public sector
corporations would be reduced
in stages undcr a ‘rational
compensalion plan and a safety
net.

le said that the retrenched
workers could be re-located in
alternate avenucs and added
that a number ol re-training
would be sel up
around the country.

Developmenl partners at
the meeting were also critical
about the ‘shortcomings and
‘lapscs’ in utilizing aid money.
"The administrative machinery
and the implementation pro-
ccss has to be re-activated,”
the Minister said.

Rahman pointed out that
although there was no shortage
of resources, the government's
education, health and rural
credit programmes were fac-
ing problems due to bottle-
necks in the implementation
proccss.

He said that institutional

! menits were needed to
enhance the pace of project
implementation.

The rural credit deltvery
roblem had been accentuated
Ey the failure of the Krishi
Bank to reach the rural people.
“New institutfons should be
built to provide directed
credit” in line with the gov-
ernment’'s poverty alleviation
and rural development pro-
. Rahman said.

However, the Minister said,
the donors noted that the
project aid utilisation would
accelerate as the situation was
congenial for the speedy Im-
plementation of

The Finance Minister said
that the in:rlcmntlunn pro-
cess could alse be delayed be-
cause of conditionalities.

Referring to the fourth
population and family planning
project, he noted that it was
delayed for several months be-
cause of the conditionalities of
two co-financiers. He said that
from now on only a few co- fi-
nanciers would be included in
an aided project.

In this connection, some
qualitative and procedural im-
provements were agreed upon
with the donors at the meet-
ing. he said. It was agreed that
the moment 75 per cent of a
project's funding was commit-
ted, the project would get
started and would not be de-
layed for the remaining por-
tion of the funds.

Replying to another ques-
tion, said that the unused
aid funds, of over 8§ 5 billion, In
the pipeline was divided into
passive and active portions.

He said that the passive
portion of the pipeline was dil-
ficult 10 use because of bud-
getary constraints of the donor
countrics.

Negotiations were being
conducted with the develop-
ment partners so that
pledges which remained
unused could be utilised In
other areas.

Calling for concerted cfforts
of all to revitalise the nation’'s
economy in an increasingly
competitive international envi-
ronment, the Finance Minister
said that economic considera-
ttons had to prevail over
‘rhetorical’ politics. "My ﬂ::'
sonal priority is that we
to do more economic thinking
and less politics.”

Planning Commission
member Dr Sheikh Magsud
Ali, Economic Relations
Division Secretary Enpam
Ahmed Choudhury, Internal
Resources Division Secretary N
H Khan, Food Secretary AN M
Yusufl, ERD Joint Secretary
Fatzur Rahman Choudhury and
ERD Deputy Secretary
Mushfique Swalchin assisted
the Finance Minister at the
press briefing.

From Page 1 Col 8

the carlier request of the body.

The decision to request the
shifting ol the deadlinc [rom
April 30 to Junc 30 was taken
at a meeting of the body held
Sunday with Industries
Scerctary Dr Ekram Hossain in
the chair.

The mecting also asked the
Bangladesh Sick Industries
Assocfalion [(BSIA) to [rame a
guideline of a new act like that
ol India's Sick Industries
Special Provisions Act, 1985 in
the light ol similar acts of
other neighbouring countries.

The mecting fclt that such a
provision in law was esscntial
lo streamline the industrial
scctor by taking prompt action
on Lthe causes of sickness of
the industries.

Mcanwhile, lcaders of the
BSIA, talking to The Daily Star,
alleged that some DFls and na-
tionalised commercial banks
were conlinuing to take legal
action against the sick en-
treprencurs despite the in-
struction of the Industries
Ministry.

The BSIA leaders held the
lack of coordination betwcen
the Ministry of Finance and
M!ninl.?r of Industries respon-
sible for the incidents and
stressed the neéd for immedi-
ate scitlement of the matter.,

As an instance, the lcaders
mcntioned Ban h Shilpa
Rin Sangstha (BSRS) that was
allegedly trying to sell out the
mortgaged property of the
owner of Global Waterways
Corporation Ltd for not repay-
ing overdue loans.

The body on sick industries
instructed all its ten sub-cells

to submit their reports by May
15.

The body has so far re-
ceived 1824 applications from
the sick entrepreneurs, of
which it received reporis on
487 units from the sub-cclls.

It also recetved recommen-
dations on nearly all the scc-
tors from the sub-cells except-

ing some sub-sectors, on
which the sub-cell on miscel-
lancous sectors is working.
The sectors on which the
body received general recom-
mendations include, steel and

engineering, chemicals, food,

Sick entrepreneurs

texliles, drugs, ﬂ.l;t, rubber,
scrvice and handloom.

Meanwhile, a primary re-
port on the body signed by
Industries Secrctary was sub-
mitted to the Minister for in-
dustries Shamsul Islam Khan
on March, 11 1992,

The report stressed the
need for an finter-ministry
mceting to ensure implemen-
tation of the recommendations

of the body after approval by
the government.

DU campus
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lasted hall an  hour.
Immediately alter the inci-
dent, police rushed in and
took position at all the strate-
gic points of the campus.
Police fired six to 4even
rounds of tear gas shells to
disperse the arms holders.

Nobody, however, was in-
jured in the incident.

Meanwhile, an emergency

.meeting of Provosts of resi-

dential halls and Proctor of
Dhaka Untversity yesterday ex-
pressed deep concern at the
exchange of fire and demon-
stration of arms on the
University campus Saturday
night and Sunday.

The meeting, presided over
by Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof
Wakil Ahmed, called upon all
concerned to show restraint in
the ihterest of maintaining
congenial academic atmo-
sphere on the campus.

The meeting also u the
members of law enforcing
agencies to be more active in
maintaining peaceful atmo-

sphere on the campus.

Tornado
From Page 1 Col 7
Commissioner Khalilur
Rahman and local MP Joinal
Abedin visited the allected ar-
eas and distributed reliel ma-

least 27 people were |
in nor'wester that las over
Shahjadpur upazila this
evening with a speed of 50 km
per hour, witnesses said.

The storm, aceompanied
by hails, started at 7 pm and
continued for an hour.

About 200 homestead were
damaged du:l? the storm,
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The Midnight File

Streicher leading in

Austria's election

VIENNA, Apr 26: Social Democrat Rudell Streicher
emerged ahead of his rval Thomas Kiestll in the first round

of presidential voling In Austria
estimates. With just over 30 per cent
television estimate gave Streicher 41.5

.Mhﬂ
the votes counted, a
per cent of the vole,

with 35.5 per cent to the conservative Kiestll, reports AFP.

Iraq must implement all
UN resolutions: Russia

KUWAIT CITY,
Nations

Apr 26: Iraq must implement all United
Counctl resolutions on the Gull crisis
sparked by its invasion of Kuwail, Russian

Minister

Foreign
L rmer Soviet Union's seat as a permanent Security
Council member, said the international community must

ensure the

tation of all the resolutions, the Kuwaiti

News Agency KUNA reported, says AFP.

' Battle for Kabul
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took place near the presiden-
tial place,

"Jamiat forces
have prevailed, wilh
the collusion of Hezb defec-
lors,” a diplomatic source said.

The fighting broke out the
same day that Hekmatyar
warned he would launch a ma-
jor assault on Kabul which the
Soviet installed regime virtu-
ally gave up without firing a
shot Saturday.

Hezb and Jamial troops
poured into the city and took
conirol ol varfous parts In a
race o grab strategic location.

Colonel Omar Agha, a
Dostam commander directing
operations in the city, said the

Brahmaputra waters
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E;:{ of the problem even

appcarced to
haps

to behave in a correct’

way with the team.

The Indian Irrigation
Minister, Vidyacharan Sukla
did not receive or see-off the
Bangladesh Minister at the
gangway. He was, however,
represented by Irrigation
Secretary Dr. Chetali while

preferring to wait in the
lounge of the airport.

Despite repeated ucsis
from the h side the

Indian side expressed its in-
ability to arrange a mecling
with its Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao. The
Bangladesh delegation was told
that Rao had no time because
of 'political preoccupations’
and that the gift meant for the
not be handed over.

Sources further said that
during formal discussions Lhe
Indian side said that it was not
interested in discussing shar-
ing waters of the Ganges and
the Teesta nor was it inter-
ested in reviving the Joint
Rivers Commission (JRC).

Delegation sources further
said that ence in Delhi they got
the feeling that India was bent
on applying the ‘tactics of
brinkmanship’ against
Bangladesh. The Indian side
was blunt in expressing that ‘a
Bangladesh sullering from
acute water crisis’ was of no
signilicance to it, sources said.

Incidentally, the Bangladesh
dclegation was put up in the
same floor of the hotel and
across the rooms where the
family of ousted Afghan
President Najifbullah is living in
exile.

Sher-e-Bangla
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Sher-c-Bangla Jattya Smriti
Sangsad, Bangladecsh Jaliya
Baktitta Gabeshana Kendra,
Bangladesh Manabadhikar
Sangatan and Shcr-e-Bangla
Jatiya Foundation have jointly
chalked out programmes to
obscrve the day.

The programme Iinclude
milad mahfil and placing wrea-
ths at the mazar at 8 am,
discussion mecting at 8,30 am
and seminar at 4.30 pm at the
mazar premises today.

The discussion meeting will
be attended, among others, by
Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition in parliament Abdus
Samad Azad, justice Ruhul
Islam, Abu Rusd Matinuddin,
and Dr Ashraf Siddiqui.

MP's message

Mcanwhile Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in a mes-
sage on the occasion said the
ideals of Sher-e- Bangla A K
Fazlul Hug would inspire the
nation to work for the amelio-
ration of the lot of common
people and consolidation of
newly established democracy.

Begum Zia said the politics
of the Sher-e-Bangla for the
wellare of poor peasants as
well as the commonman had
imbibed and inspired the
people of this region to bufld
the nation with the spirit of
nationalism.

The Prime Minister said
the Sher- e- Bangla was the
friend of the people and farm-
ers. She said the unique con-
tribution of the leader to the
establishment of democratic
values, spreading of education,
improvement of peasants’ lot
and Muslim renaissance in the
sub- continent especially in
Bangladesh would remain un-
faded.

Begum Zia prayed for the
peace of Sher- e- Bangla A K

) Fazlul Hug.

northern alliance and Masood
had Nlown in some 1,200 rein-
forcements from the north.
But at lcast 1,000 Hezb
troops were in the city and an
unknown number ol hardline
Pashtuns from the Alghan army
with them Pashtuns are pre-
dominantly from the south and
the southeast, where
Hekmatyar has his stronghold.
Dostam and Masood troops
told reporters Hekmatyar had
tried 1o pull off a coup in collu-
sion with Pashtun clcments of
the Kabul regime explaining
their assaults on Hezb areas.
Lile was normal in many
outlying districts, with resi-
dents venturing out and shop-
ping, while in the inner city
shops were shultered and
streams nearly deserted.

Mcanwhile in Pakistan's
Foreign Office spokesmen said
moderate lcader Sibgatullah
Mujaddedi would move to
Kabul shortly to take over
power, citing indications’ from
Kabul. The an tici-
pated that Masood's [orces
would win.

Mujaddedi’s departurc from
Peshawar, northwest Pakistan,
had been delayed by the fight-
ing.

Meanwhile N Chief
Boulros Boultros-G arrived
in Techran aflternoon to hold
talks with officials on the
Alghan situation and the lran-
Iraq war which ended in 1988.

Boutros-Ghali, who flew in
from Pakistan, was mecting
with President Al Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani and
Foreign Minister Al Akbar
Velayati. He is. accompanied by

his special envoy on
Afghanistan Benon Sevan,

Earlier Boutres-Ghali today
called for an immediate ccase-
fire in Afghanistan and urged
restraint on rival Mujahidcen
factions in the “final stage” of
the Afghan civil war . -

In a statement released in
Islamabad just after his depar-
tlure by plane for Tehran,

Boutros-Ghali urged all Afghans
to avoid further bloodshed and
civil war.

The Secrctary-General em-
phasized the need for an im-
mediate ceasefire, a declara-
tion of gencral amnesty for all,
rcspect for human rights,
guarantees for personal salety,
security and personal property.
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upazila, the Prime Minister
said special rehabilitation pro-
grammes would be undertaken
for the effected people.

The Prime Minister said Tk
7 lakh, 30 metric tons of rice,
500 bundles of CJ sheet, sa-
rees and lu had been allo-
cated for relief of the allected
people of Kishoreganj. Beside,
the Red Crescent Society will
distribute rice, dry food and
clothings among the victims.

In Mymensingh, Begum Zia
said, Tk 8 lakh, 40 mctric tons
of wheat; 500 bundles of cor-
rugated iron sheets, sarees and
lungis would be distributed.
She sounded a strong warning
against any corruption in dis-
tribution of relief material.

More than 2,000 families in
Matjchar, Dighirpar, Baliadf
and Dilalpur unions of Kishore-
gan| have been affected. Crops
on nearly 400 acres of land

have been damaged.

In Mymensingh, about
2,600 families have been af-
fected by the tornado in Sadar,
lswarganj and Gouripur Upa-
zilas. Different institutions,
including Bangladesh Agricul-
tural Uunmm have also been
aflected.

Deputy Mintster for Law and
Justice ABM Zahidul Hug, Red
Crescent Chatrman Shahidul
Hugq Jamal, MP, Roushan Elahi,
MP, and Additional Secretary
in charge of Reliel Ministry ac-
companied the Prime Minis-
ter.

The rally at Torondia was
also addressed by local MPs
Moorjahan Yasmin, Hazrul Is-
lam, Khurram Khan Chow-
dhury and Anwar Hossatn Khan

Chowdhury.



