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Dhaka, Monday, April 27, 1992

—6hange in Afghanistan

The {all of Kabul to Mujahideen [orces marks
the end ol 14 years of bitter war between the
Soviet installed regime in Afghanistan and the
uerillas waging a relentless battle to overthrow
. At this moment, one's [irst th t must in-
deed be to salute the han fighters for their
tenacity and bravery in fighting for their country's
independence. Once again, we have the re
mation of the historical truth that no puppet
regime ol a fnrcg; power can survive the on-
slaught of an indigenous freedom struggle, even
it hangs on for years or even f[or ecades.
Afghanistan was the last attempt of the former

Soviet Union to gain a foothold in this region, the
last battlefield in the power struggle between
Washington and Moscow. Let us hope that we will

never see "another Afghanistan” again anywhere
in the world. with any power, big or small, trying
the misadventure staged by Moscow in this un-
ha . land-locked Asian country.

¢ end ol the civil war between the Moscow-
backed regime and the guerillas opens up new
ﬁaﬂbﬂﬂks but also man}f harsh challenges for

anistan. Over past many months, with a lot of

t talks chgulng on I'nr Tw:m the United Nations
had evo a sensible plan. perhaps the best one
in the circumstances, for putting the strife-torn
country on the road to stability and . The
plan provided for an interim administration that
would organise a national election, a plan similar
to the one now being tried in Cambodia. A s ]
UN envoy, Benon Sevan, has been placed in Kabul
to supervise the implementation of the plan.

Various Mujahideen factions and, for that mat-
ter. two of their principal backers, Pakistan and
Iran, treated the UN plan with indifference, often
bord:ring‘.lun rejection. The rapid collapse of the
Najibullah regime raised hopes among guerilla
facliuns that they could take over Kabul, which
they have now done. and run the show on their
own, with or without the UN plan.

Unfortunately, what lies ahead is anything but a
smooth transition to some form ol popular
democracy, based on free and fair election as en-
visaged by the UN. Instead. the grim prospect is
one of a bitter power struggle between two major
Mujahideen factions, one led by hardliner funda-
mentalist Gulbuddin Hekmatya and the other by
Ahmed Shah Masood who, lievl in a more
liberal brand of Islam, controls much of northern
and eastern parts of the country. Behind this
gow:r struggle lies the traditional tribal hostility

etween minorily Uzbeks and the majurit
Pashtuns. Unless thesc rivalries are brought to an
early end —here, Pakistan and Iran must play a
constructive role, preferably jointly — the whole
country can come apart, like ancient Afghanistan
or modern Yugoslavia. It would never serve the
cause of Islam if Iran chooses to fight for funda-
mentalismm with the force of arms. There is of
course some hope that with the pragmatic ele-
ments in Iran gaining strength under President
Hashemi Rafsanzani, Tehran will adopt a con-
structive approach in support of a modern
democratic system instead of a theocratic one. In
such a situation, Pakistan should also use its

oodolflices on the side of a national consensus,

ased on a liberal interpretation of Islam for
Afghanistan. Otherwise, Iran and Pakistan to-
gether can do a lot of damage to this ill-fated
neighbour of theirs, Eerhaps {]ust as much as the
Soviet Union did to this country for 14 years.

» .
BR is Drifting
The current spell of drnuEth unmitigated by
Saturday's apology of a rain, had on the same da
a most unlikely off-shoot. It is believed that h
mid-day temperature in a parched up surroun

made a metre of rail tracks 'buckle’ nut
for from Chittagong. The Paharika inter-ci train
was derailed when negotiating this buckled up'

gies to slid off rails and
about 50 passenger receive injuries of various de-
grees. The Dhaka- Chlttagu direct rail commu-
nicalion was snaéx as a n:sult and the link is
being maintained by an arrangement of trans-
shlpment starting at the Gunabati station.

We shudder at the thought of how bad an acci-
dent it could be, taking hundreds of lives. As
th are, in terms of panic and shock, suffering
and loss to passengers as well as setback to econ-
omy, this is quite a mishap and the blame of it all
must go to rail people for not ca to know the
possibility of such buckling and take remedial
measures beforehand.

We must say that something must be very very
wrong with the railways. Something fundamen-
tall awed like the 40 per cent systems loss of

or the Compulsory Primary Education Pro-
ramrne It went in for spectaculars, perfectly in
ine with what autocrats and dictators prefer to
dazzle a gullible constituency with eschewing
what was best for the nation's as well as their own
survival and prosperity. The Railways haven't sin-
ce been able to come back to a people-oriented
cost-effective enterprise. Overmanning and per-
vasive corruption are there to undo any attempt
at making it a Fumg concern. But is that all? Isn't
there the prob of trying to glossing over those
with impressive but mlsleadlrzg performances in
selected areas adding a lot to the trouble?

While tuwnsp:nﬂlc specially of the big cities,
were all quite enchanted with the fast and com-
fortable lnter -city trains, what was happening
elsewhere in the country —railwaywise? As fare
escalation com etcd with plummeting revenue,
the service of t
over the country outside of the main cities. And
as in all matters, the dump 1n§ E;ound of all yo

neglect and deprivation shoul upplied by thc
northern dtstricts — the so-called western zone
for both the PDB and Railways.

Over there they run 124 trains daily with 51
very unreliable locomotives. The condition of the
coaches beggar description and the schedules are
thcrc only in the books. As you sow, so you will

reap. The utter lack of care in every department
of the service there has resulted in reducing

of these trains into unabashed 'smugg
locals and on the whole 60 per cent of train rid-
ers do not, in returm of neglect, buy a ticket. The
whole thing is c

stretch causing nine

off unstuck and in its last
throes of decline. But, sure enough, it wouldn't be
let to die as surely as it would not be let to live.
Nn unc utat: or private body is as rich as the
oing by assets, that is. There isn't a
mnre misern performer, a poorer loser than
the Raflways in splte of its and its limitless
in an overpopulated country. The BR is
drifting without sense of direction. Who can
set it rlght? Right decisions on t poli-
cies. That may sound a tall order. But we have no
other choice.

e railways tmkanabysmal dip all

The Fifth JS Session: A Fiasco or Worse

F | sadd that the ifth scs

sion of the Sang-
sad, 12- 19, ended
in a Nasco, will not be the

whole truth. It will not convey
the enormity of the faflure, and
the untold consequences Lhe
[athure may entail.

Every knew that it
would be a sesslon. Al
the same time cvery beody
knew that it was not to
be an Eid Retinion . We
have it on good autherity (Mr
Mahfuzullah's Frem the
Gallery, The Datly Star, Apnil
13) that members came clad
in white Kurta-Pajama remi-
niscent of the Eid recently
celcbrated, and the white held
up an illuston of peace
the rumblings of the battle
round Lhe corner could be
hcard. Was the attire still
white on the 19th, the day
when the session was pro-
rogued? Perhaps not. On the
19th, the opposition members,
who had boycotted the session,
were not to be seen in the
main hall, but the galleries
were full.

It was a session wholly
dominated by the Golam Azam
issuc. On March 26. the
People’'s Courl, true to the
annmouncements made ecarlier,
was hecld. The whole nation
was agog to sec what happened
on hat day. The organisers had
worked hard and had rallied
massive support for the event
As the crucial day approached,
one could feel the wave ol
emolion that had been gene-

rated on the issue swecping Wwords can convince any body the twentyfour appeared to be

“thmhmm
comflorting news for the
government. Some spokes:
men had criticised the
move for trial, terming it
as unconstitutional, an open
:h-.lhnp teo th n'lﬂln;

ldmllhtrllhnl tﬂnrll tu

frustrate the trial and the
assembly in

failed. On the of

there was a fatlure of

nerve at the last moment.

Dental of the and
the erection of a p dais
was all that the police did. At

first irickling into the park, 1
soon became a flood, and the
Udyan became a seca of
humanity by the noon tide. {f
we are 1o believe what | have
heard people say. there was
something special about this
crowd: quality of the
people coming was distinctly
superior compared to the type
of the e normally seen in
largely attended meetings In
the city. perhaps that explains
the order and the discipline
that marked the assembly. The
trial was held, charges of war
crimes commitied by Golam
Azam in 1971 were read out,
wilnesses deposed and the
verdict — a senience ol death
nounced, and this was
endorsed by the mammoth
gathering, roaring out their
approval in onc mighty voice.
No amount of jugglery of

Ihnlllnuﬁ--clid-plq
and can have no bearing on
how the government chooses
to dispose of the Golam Azam
canc.

To the credit of the gov-
ernment it must be said that
they did not Lake the matier
lightly. But, in thetr public
pronguncements contin-
ued to decry ‘gana adalat’ and
the people’'s verdict. By way of
mecting the pressure of public
opinion, a grudging concession
was made: a show cause notice
was served on Golam Azam late
in the night of March 23 mak-

P AS S

ing it answerable by 10 am the
following day. Golam Azam
Emmplly complied. But a simi-
r show cause notice was also
scrved on twentylour peopie,
Jahanara Imam heading the
list, bringing grave charges
against them. But for the inter-
vention of some of the leading
lawyers of the country whe
took the case straight to the
High Court, these twentyfour
citizens would now be behind
the bars.
The case nst the twen-
r is still there. At the time
Sangsad was in session,
and when the Treasury bench
and the opposition were busy
negotiating a compromise
formula on the Golam Azam ie-

suec, the pending case against

N G
Zillar Rabhm

negotiable. Al least that was

LOUDS

11 "‘.l*-‘lii 11

nothing censpiratorial about
the whole procedure tdophd
by the Ghatak-Dalal
Committee. it was as open uld
transparent as a thing of this
nature could be. By instituting
a case inst some of the
leaders the trial, the gov-
ernment made it plain that the
accusers in Its eyes were
worse oflenders than the ac-
cused.

One good thing to come out
of the Golam Azam case is that
it has removed quite a few of
the doubts befuddiing our poli-
tics. For instance, for atleast a
section of the government
party, the war crimes allegedly
committed by the accused is a
non-issue whereas, for the par-
tics of public trial, that is the

dltpl'r disappoin ted by

of the fifth
M—d in its ffth session,
will see this cleavage as the
rock on which the session

i

But, here too, there is a it-
tlhe paradox. On the floor of the

house, the Treasury

the opposition speakers.
Perhaps that showed the true
feelt of the members. Still
ifference between the

the land and trial by
tribunal — proved unbridgable.
Between the indignation ex-
pressed for war crimes com-
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UN Arms Register 1s Mere Window Dressing

Elvi Ruottinen writes from the United Nations

HILE the post-Cold
War world may be as
awash with weapons

ol mass destruction as belfore,
the United Nations is trying to
keep track of at least some of
them — i member
governments will fet it

Following the collapse of
communism, somc arms rc-
duction announcements have
becen made in both East and
West. The Gull war actually
gave a $40 billion booslt to lag
ging Amcrican arms sales.

Thosc with the cash (like
Saud{ Arabia) or credits (like
Isracl] are stocking up on the
latest high-tech weapons
demonstrated in the skies
above Baghdad with brutal suc-
cess. Yel even the arms-ex-
porting governmcents has
agreced lo let the UN keep
rccords of future sales and the
transfcr of somc heavy
weaponry.

In April a new WN com
puler acquired for the purpose
will be rcady to make note of
such salcs as the member na-
tions arc willing to report. By
April 1993 thcy are expected
lo report on the arms sales of
the previous year. l[lowever,
compliance is entirely volun-

lary.
The Gencral Asscmbly
adopted the resolution 1o

"promote transparcncy and
openness in military matters
as a confidence-building mea-
sure,” with 150 countries vot-
ing in favour, none against and
two — Cuba and Iraq — abstain-

China, a major arms pro-
ducer, refused to take part in
the vote, although it partici-
paled in talks with the four
other permanent Security
Council members in Paris last
summer on reducing arms ex-
ports to the Middle East.

There is little reason to be-
lieve, experts say, that major
powers will limit arms trans-
fers to any of their clients in
the near future. United Statcs
President George Bush said as
much.

In the Gorbachey years th-e

Stranded Pakistanis

Sir, Through the column of
your esteemed daily | like to
congratulate H.E. the High
Commissioner of Pakistan in
Bangladesh, Rabita Al-Alam-Al
Islami Dhaka and Professor Dr
Shahidullah as well as the lone
organisation of Stranded Pakis-
tani General Repatriation Com-
mittee (SPGRC) Bangladesh for
the smooth, f[air and sincere
conducting of the su of
stranded Pakistanis throu

. As a matter of fact
the High Commissioner of
Pakistan and Rabita-Al-Alam-

Al-lslami under the guidance
of most fied professor Dr
Shahidu did excellent job

in conducting the survey work
with a very qualified and ho-
nest team.

We now hope the repatria-

tion will start before the end of

the financial year f.e. June
1992 as promised and assured
by the Prime Minister of
Pakistan. An encouraging news
in the Muslim World League
Journal of Makkah, Saudi
Arabia in January 1992 issue
staled that on the Rabita Trust
board decision 2000 f[amilies
of stranded Pakistanis, f{.e
somec ten thousand persons,
would be brought to Pakistan
within the next few months.
This may itsell prove to be a
source of strength and encour-
agement lo all concerned. The
board has purposcly approved
this "token" repatriation sche-
me as a gesture of com-
mencement of the trust pro-

The Gulf War gave a $40 billion boost to lagging
create an arms register to keep records of future sales and transfer

American arms sales. The UN wants to

of heavy weaponry.

Nearly 90 per cent of the arms are sold to the Third World. The arms register, reports
Gemini News Service, may not work to control the weapon sales because the five
permanent Security Council members account for 70 per cent of the trade.
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Sovict Union had an active
swords-into-ploughshares con-
version programme. In
February came reports that
President Boris Yeltsin might
approve schemes to turn one
of Russia's autonomous re-
publics, Urdmunsk, into an
arms exporl centre to gain
[unds despcrately nceded to
achieve the transition to a
market economy.

The US, Britain, the former
Soviet Union, France and
China account for most of the
global arms trade. The US
Congressional Research Ser-
vice says that in 1980 these
five made $37 billlon worth of
sales agreements with the de-
veloping countries, Nearly 90
per cent of the arms go to the
Third World.

gramme and as a measurc of
confidence-building for the af-
fected people.

Ash-Mohammed
Chief Convenor of Cilizens’

Commillee of Pakistanis
Stranded in DBanglades

Importance of

Sir, There are hot debates

on the air among the intellec-

tuals, litteratcurs and con-
cerned authorities whether to
retain English side by side
Bengali or to eliminate it. The
decision and option lies with
the government.

The importance of English
cannot be ruled out because of
its, Mexibility, richness, ex-
pressivencss and above all its
palatability to all and sundry. It
{s the only language which is
so widely spoken and under-
stood across the world. That's
why it is called the lingua
franca. It is all the more im-
portant for an underdeveloped
country like Bangladesh, b-u:-
cause we have to keep pacc
with the day to day changing
complexities in arts, sciences
and politics etc. We must not
be narrow-vistoned about this
case in view. On the other
hand we have to broadén our
outlock. We mast be unbiased,
realistic and guided by reasons
rather than sentiment. Othe-
rwise we may have to suffer a
lot because we are in Lhe
threshold of development.

The importance of English
is evident from another point

Increasingly, arms-export-
ing countries are also selling
the technology and the indus-
trial capacity to make weapons.

These can then be turned
by the buyers against the
sclicrs, as happened in the
Gull war, where the US-led
coalition's main players a had
armecd Iraq

The arms register “invites”
— as the resolution puts it —
governments to report annu-
ally their conventional
wecapons transfers in seven
calcgorics of heavy arms:
tanks, armoured fighting vehi-
cles, artillery , combat
aircralt the attack helicopters,
warships and missiles.

UN Department of Disarma-
ment officials call the arms
register "a step in the right
direction.” Roll Ekcus, of the
UN Commission set up
by the 'Security Council to
oversce the eclimination of
Iraq's weapons of mass de-
struction, advocates a perma-
nent weapons enforcement

for all countries.

He told a press conference:
“The Security Council has all
but neglected wéapons
throughout its history ... the
Council must supply itsell with
the mcans - as in the case of
the Special Commission — to
address wea issues more
aggressively and use the cnor-
mous power the UN Charter
gives it."

Pointing 1o the fact that the
Council's Big Five had provided
more than B0 per cent of
Irag’'s arms and 70 per cent of
the world's total weapons
sales, a reporter asked: "Isn't
that a case of the fox guarding
the chicken coop?”

of view too, that those who can
rcad and write English [luently

are in a better position in soci-

ety. That's why perhaps the

clite of the society are impart-
ing education to their wards in
English. We don’t want our
promising youth to be de-
prived of higher education. As
such the most striking t to
retain English is that most of
the books on medical science,
engineering and technology.
economics and politics are
written in English.

There are also historical
background which compel us
to lecarn English. Belore parti-
tion of the sub-continent
Muslims of India were lagging
behind in education, because

were prejudiced towards
learning English. This caused
untold suffering for them and
stood as a stumbling block in
the way of development for the
Muslims of India. As a matter
of fact it was wrong notion,
misconception and misinter-
pretation of the reality which
our Holy het (SM) himsell
had justified by saying "Go into
China to seek knowledge”. Al
that time Sir Syed Ahmed
Khan rose to show the right
path. He appraised and ex-
horted the Muslims that it was
high time to learn English.

Last but not the least, we
should accept all the good
things which lead to develop-
ment, of progress and

prosperity.

Naushad Rahman
Dhalkea

Ambassador aj-Britt
Theorin, & Swedish MP and
former head of ‘the Disarma-
menl Commission, agrees.

He told representatives of
non-governmental organisa-
tions and peace activists at
the International Conference
on the Global Arms Trade,
meeting at the UN: "We can
never accept that those five —
the big weapons sellers — by
volun promiscs make the
decision for the future. Much
more is needed.”

Theorin's audicnce, meet-
ing in a different room while
the resolution was debated in

the General Assembly, con-
curred.
The groups, from Europe,

Latin America and Asia, had
come to launch an in-
ternational citizens' {nforma-
tion and communications net-
work.

They were not satislied
with the arms register's lim-
ited aim merecly to list such
transactions governments
were willing to disclose and

distrust the intentions of some
E»vrnm:ntl even to take the

t seriously. They pledged to
monitor arms transfers iIn
their areas and keep each
other informed.

Their services were soon
needed. The Security Council,
unable to stop the flow of arms
into Yugosiavia in violation of
its own embargo, put out a call
to the general public to inform
it — in the strictest confidence
— of any weapons shipments
destined for Y

The confidentiality fis
thought to be less to protect
the peaple doing their duty as
concerned citizens than to
avoid embarrassing the
Security Council.

The Yugoslav embargo has
been “leaking like a sieve” — in
the words of the Secretary-
General's Special Repres-
entative, former US Secretary
of state Cyrus Vance. And most
of the illegal arms are thought
to be made by the Security
Council's big five members.

The origins of the arms reg-

mﬂumﬂtmm

President Mikhail
Gorbachev's epoch-making
ech at the UN in 1988,

UN officials hope that
member nations this time

around take the lessons of

history seriously. Many feel
governments could better use
their resources to deal with
the enormous economic and
ecological challenges facing
the world today.

ELVI RUOTTINEN (s a
Finnish [reelance journalist
based in New York.

OPINTON

Indian Settlers in the Phillipines

Mr. S M Ali's beautiful col-
umn "My World” written on
April 17 carrics some factual
errors about the Indian set-
tlers in the Philippines due,
perhaps, to the faflure of his
memory. The Indians and the
Filipinos have been in trade
transactions for centuries. The
Muslins of Bengal were the
attire of the sophisticated rul-
ing class of Spanish origin, and
no social festivities were com-
plete without Euce de Bengala
(fireworks of Bengal) in the
16th and 17th century Phili-
ppines. The Madras-Manila
trade, popularly known as
'‘Manilha trade' were carried
mostly by British merchants
under the guise of their
Indian-based Armenian and
few Indian dummies. Merc-
handise collected from dille-
rent of the sub-continent
were shipped from Madras
port to be delivered at Manila,
and from 18th eentury onward
goods collected from Bengal,
especially the Muslin and
other textile products were
loaded directly from Chitta-
gong port. Hence it was not
unl that a small number of
Indian traders started settling
in the Philippines hundreds of

H:uﬁv:r, the first officially
recorded scttlement of the
Indians took place during
1762-64 when the East India
Company occupied Manila with
2390 combalant personnel,
including 640 sepoys recruited
from south India. It is worth
noting that the British :rrb.g
in the Philippines remain
standing for over two centuries
at the spot on the shore of
Manila Bay which was chosen
as the landing ground of the
British invading forces in
September 1762. Although the
British ultimately withdrew its
two-year seizure of Manila,
nearly two hundred Indian
soldiers preferred to stay back.
They settled in Cainta, a sub-
urb of Manila. Despite inter-
ethnic ma s during the
last two centuries the Indian

features of these people are
still very prominent. They in
particular and the sub-conti-
nentals in gencral are called
Bombai(s) and not Bombaiia as
mentioned by Mr. Ali. The
word originated [rom then
popularly known Indian port,
Bombay. Although engaged in
small retail trade, one ol the
largest super-markets in Mani-
la's posh Makati commercial
district in the early seventies
was owned by Asadas, a second
generation Indian settler,
while Raman Bagatsing, ano-
ther second generation Indian,
was the Mayor of Manila in the
scventies and one of the key
political personalities in the
country. So, it is not true that
the Indians migrated to the
Philippines towards the end of
the Second World War as told
by Mr. Ali.

But it is true that unlike
their counterparts in Singa-
pore, Malaysia and Thailand
the Indian immigrants in the
Philippines are now almost a
dying breed. Perhpas the
geographical proximity with
India and religio-cultural pre-
dominance of Indians I'ur
thousands of years in Indo-
nesia, Thailand and f[ranco-

phenesian countries have gi-
ven them an edge over their
Filipino counterparts. Although
southern area of the
Philippines was a part of Indo-
nesia's Sree Vijaya Kingdom
(The Visaya region of the
Philippines had its origin from
Sree Vijaya Kingdom), India’s
religio-cultural and hence
commercial influence was not
direct over the Philippinese as
it was in the countries men-
tioned above. Besides, the
Spanish colonial rulers in the
Philippines neither encou-
raged any religious group,
other than the Catholics, to
have a strong foothold in the
country, nor they officially
atronized any tradin
tween the Philippines an

the British colonies. The Spa-
niards always considered the
presence of the Europeans in

general and the British in
particular in southeast Asia a
threat to their policy of colo-
nial expansionism, as Spain
and England were often at war
during the 18th century. As a
result the Indians, having been
deprived of ment patro-
nage in trade and commerce
within the country, survived
either on small retail huinn;
or on ordinary jobs. As suc
the Indians, not to speak of
the Muslims in the south, were
looked down upon by
the Spanish rulers and clerics
alike and this attitude towards
the Indians still prevails in the
Filipino psyche. The long-
drawn religious rivalries be-
tween the Muslims and the
Gonmed . the Philippiaes by
in nes

the who considered
the Muslims in the
as their arch rival, the
same ps he still works in the
mi.ndl 0 majority Filipinos.

This |l not so in the case of
the Chinese community. When
the Spaniards occupied the
Philippines during the middle
of the 16th century they found
a big Chinese business com-
munity. settied th t the
country. Besides, China, then a
regional superpower, was not
too distant a place to be
snubbed by the Yet
during nearly four hundreds
years nf Spanish rule, the
Chinese were persecuted time
and again to safeguard the
economic interest of the
Spanish ruling class. But the
indomitable Chinese survived
the onslaughts and Mnhnllj
became a very 1 eco
nomic and political force iIn
the Hﬂhﬁim society.

| would like to request Mr.
All to write more on southeast
Asia as he is considered to be
the lone rmalist
to have mﬂh
watched the socio-political
issues of the region.

Asif Mahmood
Ranir Dighi Southeast
Comilla
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