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go to polls June 4

Election of the 89 out of
104 pourashabhas of the coun-
try will be held on June 4, ac-
cording to an announcement of
the Election Commission
Saturday, reports BSS,

Programme for holding
election in 15 pourashabhas
cannot be taken up due to non-
completion of their delimita-
tion and cases in the court, the
announcement said.

The Election Commission
through a gazette notification
yesterday announced detailed
schedule for the clection.

Under the schedule, nomi-
nation papers have to be sub-
mitted on May 10, Returning
Officers will scrutinise nomi-
nation papers on May 11, last
date of withdrawal is May 17.
And polling will take place on
June 4.

The Elegtion commission
has appointed 55 Additional
District Magistrates as
Returning Officers while 53
District Election Officers and
36 Upazila Nirbahi Officers
have been appointed Assistant

Returning Officers for
conducting the coming
pourashabha clections.

Additienal District Magis-
trates will act as Returning
Officers of all pourashabhas
under their jurisdiction.

District Election Officers
and Upazila Nirbahi Officers
will act as Assistant Returning

located at the concerned dis-
trict headquarters and
Pourashabhas at upazila hecad-
quarters respectively, the an-
nouncement said.

UNB adds: Elections will be
held in the pourashabhas of
Panchagarh, Thakurgaon,
Pirganj, Dinajpur, Parbatipur,
Phulbari, Nilphamari, Syedpur,
Rangpur, Lalmonirhat, Kuri-
gram, Gaibandha, Joypurhat,
Bogra, Sherpur, Shantahar,
Naogaon, Nawabganj, Natore,
Gurudaspur, Sirajganj, Shah-
jadpur, Pabna, Bera, Iswardf,
Kushtia, Kumarkhali, Bher-
amara, Chuadanga, Alamdanga,
Darshana, Mcherpur, Magura,
Jhenidah, Kotchandpur,
Moheshpur, Kaliganj, Jessore,
Narail, Kalia, rhat, Mongla
Port, Satkhira, Patuakhali,
Borguna, Patharghata, Baker-
ganj, Jhalakathi, Nalchiti,
Bhola, Lalmohan, Tangail,
Gopalpur, Mymensingh, Gourl-
pur, Netrokona, Mohanganj,
Kishoreganj, Bhairab, Bajitpur,
Jamalpur, Sharishabari, Sher-
pur, Narsingdi, Munshiganj,
Gazipur, Tongi, Faridpur,
Rajbari, Pangsha, Madaripur,
Gopalganj, Shariatpur, Habi-
ganj, Sreemongal, Brahman-
baria, Comilla, Laksham,
Chandpur, Hajiganj, Lakshmi-
pur, Noakhali, Chowmuhuni,
Bashurhat, Patiya, Cox's Bazar,
Rangamati, Khagrachhari and
Bandarban.

Officers in the pourashabhas
=— =

Garments workers’
ultimatum

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Garments Sra-
mik Karmachari Samannay
Sangram Parishad (Coordina-
tion Movement Council of
Garments Workers and La-
bourers of Bangladesh) gave
their ultimatum Saturday to
the government to meet their
seven-point demand related to
workers’ rights by May 30.

The Parishad also warned
the government of workers
movement in 1006 garments
factories of the city il the gov-
ernment failed to meet their

demands within the ultimatum

period. .
Leaders of the Parishad at a
press conference at the

National Press Club said about
sceven lakh garments workers
in the city were deprived of
reasonable wages they said,
‘even the 1984 Wage Board
with the lowest Taka 627 scale
* has not yet been implemented
in the factories.’

Parishad Ilecader Abul
Hossain told the press that
their demands emphasise on

Jute workers
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trade with the foreign cur-

mm carn themsclves.
Sangram had sug-
gestions the menl
not to over the jute sec-

tor carned foreign currency to
the import traders not in-
volved In earning foreign ex-
change.

To implement the idea, the

Sangram Parishad suggested
formation of a central cell,

inistry, Bangladesh

Corporations
Jute Mills
and jute

that would

foreign currenc

earned ﬂu:u: export of

raw te te products
mﬁ‘ be tbe the jute
mills authorities in their pro-
*posed import trades,
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:grl termination of jute
workers.

The Finance Ministry has
meanwhile termina-
tion of 10 per eent of the total
workers in the pub-
lic sector mills for the

sound growth of the seclor.

According to the Sangram
Parishad sourees, there are

assurance of workers and
labourers rights according to
laws of International Labour
Organisation and conventions.

They also demanded the
lowest scale of Taka 1400 at
the national level for the gar-
ments workers.

The Parishad said female
workers who comprised B5
per cent of total garments
workers were being exploited
both in and outside the gar-
ments {actories.

Previously the Parishad, suc-
ceeded in meeting their de-
mands through movement,
they said, but the Parishad
would prefer tripartite talks
with the government and fac-
tory owners for peaccful solu-
tion.

The Parishad also called for
a labourers rally on May 1 at
the National Press Club
premiscs.

Nirmul Committee

grand rally
today

By Staff Correspondent

Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Commitiee will hold a
‘grand rally’ this afternoon at
Baitul Mokarram (South Gate)
in which the committee is
likely to announce a number of
action programmes including
hartal i

A reliable committee seurce
said that the action pro-
gramme would be finalised at a
meeting this (Sunday) momn-
Ing.

Commitiee leaders includ-
ing Jahanara Imam would ad-
dress the rally.

Similar public meeting
would be held in major cities
and towns across the country
u:dtl': day, committee sources

Meanwhile, different ward
wings of the committee on
Saturday held rallies in the city
in support of Sunday's grand

rally.
In a statement the commit-
tee urged the to make

the Sunday’s a success.

Hearing of 3000
tola gold
smuggling case
begins
Court Correspondent

The hearing of the sensa-
tional three thousand tola gold
smuggling case began iIn the
Anti-smuggling
Tribunal in the city yesterday

The principal accused, Air
Commeodore (Retd) Mainul
islam, is still absconding

The court was adjourned at
5 pm yesterday. The hearing
will resume, at 10 am loday

(Sunday).
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Newly armved Rohingyas at Gundum refugee camp: Influx of refugees mounts while negotiation to resolve the issue

continues.

" PM to lay Jute
House' foundation
stone Apr 29

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will lay the founda-
tion stone of a permanent ‘Jute
House' in the capital for the
hcadquarters of International

Jute Organisation (IJO), on
April 29, reports BSS.

Disclosing this at the 17th
scssion of the IJO committee
on projects in Dhaka Saturday
Jute Secretary M Akhter Ali
said as per agrcement with
WO, Bangladesh would provide
free premises for the head-
quarters of the organisation.

At present the JO head-
quarters is located in a house
at Banani hired by the govern-
ment.

Akhter Ali is the leader of
the 9-member Bangladesh del-
egation at the meeting of the
KO committee on projects.

Fate of BCI
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He said the company was
supposed to provide informa-
tion on its activities to the
Controller of Capital Issues
(CCl) on a regular basis. As
such, if any director of the
company takes loan from it
which is illegal, the BCI office
should known it at first.

Bangladesh Bank authorities

with the then Finance
Minister, Wahidul Haque in the
chair also stated that BCI is
engaged in activities beyond fis
authority. The irregularities of
the company were also proved
o be true in 1987. Bangladesh
Bank at that time warned the
company to refrain from such
activities.

The Bangladesh Bank at the
meeting wanted to publish an
advertisement In the newspa-
per clearly defining the area
and scope of activities of the
such non-banking financial
institutions. Bangladesh Bank
viewed that this was
as the activities of the com-
pany were beyond the legal
control of the bank.

BCI sources said the com-
pany has now an aggregate
fund of Taka 200 crore. The
institution has 600 employees
and 24 branches in l.hcpcuun-

try.

DCCI blames -

Bangladesh Bank
for BCI crisis
By Staff Correspondent

The President of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) Mahbubur
Rahman in a statement
Saturday cxpressed his grave
concern over the situation
prevailing in the Bangladesh
Commerce and Investment
(BCI) and held the Bangladesh
Bank responsible for the criti-
cal situation.

He said that the investment
companies were largely in-
volved in economic activities of
the country and all their ac-
tivities were directed and
controlled the Ban esh

by gad

He said that as these com-
panies were under the control
of the Bangladesh Bank, what-
ever decision and steps the
bank deemed appropriate to
save the
bring discipline In the eco-
nomic activities should be
taken immediately.

Rahman viewed that the
of the BCl would
shake the confidence of the

Import
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keen on formulating [air and
non-partisan policies rclating
to commerce and industrics.

Anwar said the ment
role in this regard would be
complementary instead of a
controlling one and added the
main objective of the economic
policies, adopted by the pre-
sent rmment, to ensure a
free market and thereby help
develop a strong private sec-
tor.

Senfor officials of the
Ministry of Commerce, heads
of corporations, representa-
tives of banks and insurances
and various chambers of com-
merce and industry and trade
bodies atiended the day-long
mecting, held at Hotel
Sheraton.

Anwar informed the meect-
ing that the import of con-
sumer and Intermediate goods
and industrial raw materials
had registered an increase
during the first six month of
the current fiscal year although
the percentage of opening of
Letter of Credit (LC) had fallen
by 2.8]1 per cent compared to
the same period of the previ-
ous year,

The minister agreed to the
proposal for amending the
Company Act and said in the
overall interest of the eco-
nomic activities undertaken in
the country Lhe insurance act
and varfous policies formu-
lated by the Ministry of
Commerce would also be re-
considered.

Referring to the pursuing
of a liberal trade policy by the
present government, he said
the biennial import policy
would be changed and
amended on the basis of sug-
gestions, put forward by vari-
ous chamber of commerce and
industry and in the light of the
experiences in the sectlor.

At the same time, the min-

Press Note
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and Christians have been living
in peace and amity since long
and thus have set a unique ex-
ample of communal :
This communal harmony has
been further strengthened In
the democratic atmosphere afl-
ter assumption of power by the
present governmenti, il
pointed out. .

The Press Note further said
that the allegations of -
sion on the members the
;t:nnrity hi:ﬂn:lmunluﬂ in

ngladesh, occu n of
their properties ﬂpm
and violation of human rights
were absolutely unfounded and
travesty of truth. Certain quar-
ters are such Imagi-
nary allegations with ulterfor
motives, it said and pointed
out that the people of
Bangladesh, irrespective of
caste, creed and reli , have
been living in peaceful and ut-
most cordial atmosphere. The
government is determined to
maintain this atmosphere.

in the Press Note the gov-
ernment expressed the hope
that the concerned quarters
would refrain from making
such frresponsible statement
in the interest of maintaining
the existing communal har-

mony and peace in the coun-

t'Il””‘::lharika Express
derails

Nine bogies of inter-city
Paharika Express train bound
for from Chit de-

in between Gu
Sarsadi raflway stations about
1.30 pm Saturday, railway
sources in Dhaka said, reports
BSS.

None was hurt and no dam-
aged was caused following the
derailment.

Jaril was killed

policy

ister said, the government was
eager to bring nceessary
changes in the policies in the
overall interest of the country
and not for protecting the in-
terest of any particular section
or a vested group.

Commerce Secretlary
Nazem Ahmed Chowdhury and
President- of Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Mahbubur Rahman also
addressed the meeting in
which about 70 participants
took part in the discussion.

In his speech, the FBCC]
chief Mahbubur Rahman said
the main objective of the im-
port policy should be to pro-
tect and develop the local in-
dustrics.

Rahman called for imple-
menting the suggestions for
incorporating the industrial
policy with the import policy,
reducing the import of unnec-
essary s and tems, rcgu
lar review of the tmport situa-
tion and s committee dcci-
sion within 30 days.

~He siressed the need lor
sctting up of a statistical cell
with the representatives from
the ministries of commerce,
industries and national board
of revenue with location at
Chittagong customs house to
monitor export and import.

The FBCCI president urged
the government not to change
the biennial import policy at
the middle ol the fiscal year
and thercby avoid complicates
faced by the importers and
banks in this regard.

Businessman

From I'nge 1 Col 8

out of the room and when he
did so, the man grabbed him
while another yourig man, who
was walting outside, shot him.
After the Incident, the
'killers’ escape in an autorick-
shaw waiting in the hospital
compound, wilnesses added.
Bullet-ridden Jaril was

immediately taken to the op-
cration theatre of the hospital
where doctors

declared him

Kazi Jarif, the victim. '
— Star phote
Family members said
tempts were made to kill Jaril
several times before. Recently
a group of gunmen fired at him
near the state guest house

Korotoa, at Asad Gate on
March 2 when two of his
companifons, Shahadunnabi

and Humayan, were injured
Jartl escaped unhurt.

Police arrested three per
sons, llyas, Kazi Lalon and
Mishu Bahadur, from Gulishan
area on March 2 in connection

with the [iring incident.
However, t were released
shortly afterwards.

Tarif, elder brother of Jarif,
sald that the murder w
committed by a rival group of
businesamen. Jaril's political
associates, however, believe
that it was a ‘political murder
by activists of
the Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal
RCD), ¢t claimed.

Jarifl was the son of Kaxi

Abdul Mohaymen of |36, Darus

Salam Road, Mirpur. His body
was sent o the Dhaka Medical

College Hoapital morgue for

autopsy .

— Star photo

Dhaka-Yangon
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Working Group cntrusted with
the job of working oul the
modalitics for repaltriation.

Dhaka’'s envoy to Yangon
Mostala Farooq Mohammad
and visiting Myanmar Deputy
Alttorncy General Tun Schin
and the country’s Dhaka mis-
sion ollicial Kyaw Myiat wecre
also prescnt at the meeting.

The Working Group was
[ormed at the first round of
talks on Friday. The Foreign
Ministers of the two countrics
led the delcgations at the dis-
cussions.

Bangladesh is pursuing a
permanent solution to the
reflugee issuc and therefore
wants UNHCR to monitor the
repatriation.

Dhaka believes that the
monitoring by the UN body
will ensure the return of the

Rohingyas in ‘safety and
honour'. :

The*hu of refugees has
already cros 2.25 lakh and
the influx still continuing
although atfa slower pace.

Acco to sources, the
UNHCR Representative iIn

Dhaka is lkely to meet the
Myanmar Foreign Minister to-

The Working Group sits
formally today and is expected
to finalise its report before the
two declegations meet on
Monday.

The Myanmar tecam leaves
Dhaka Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the Myanmar
delegation led by Foreign
Minisicr Ohn Gyaw is to call on
President Abdur Rahman
Hiswas today

Mujahideen
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in league with Interior
Mimnistry officers, diplofhatic
sources said.

M is a struggle for power in
a power vacuum,” said one
Asian diplomat of the emerg-
ing situation as rival guerrillas
raced to gain control of strate-
gic locations.

Thousands of armed gueril-
las swarmed over the city and
occupied most vital installa-
tlons by midday, facing no re-
sistance f[rom government
forces. :

Masood's Jamiat-1-Islami
[action acted quickly to re-
tricve the sjtuatign, as Hezb
fighters had surfaced first aflter
infiitrating the city in league
with [nterior Ministry officers,
diplomatic sources said.

By nightfall, the Jamiat and

{its allies had occupied the

presidential palace, the foreign
and the defence minisirics,
the Kabul garrison, the central
bank and the national armoury
and scemed to have the upper
hand.

The rush of thousands of
Mufjahideen troops into the
cily prompted one veteran ob-
scerver Lo speculate that the
Mujahedden inside the country

had rejected the “Peshawar so-
hution "

U Nu freed

BANGKOK, Apr 25:
Myanmar's military junta today
said it had freed the country's
last democratically elected
Prime Minister U Nu, from
house arrest and would allow
detained Nobel Prize: winning
dissident hun? San Suu Kyt to
recetve visits from her family,
reports Reulter.

Storm lashes
Sunamganj

Power supply to Deral and
Jamaligan| upazila in
Sunamgan) district has been
suspended due to a storm that
lashed the district yesterday

| reports [1SS

| fected people
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Arabs divided over

_ form of cooperation

MANAMA, Apr 25 : Arabs are divided over the form of
cooperation they set oul to secure after the Gulf war, Egyptian
Foreign Minister Amr Mussa said here today, contradicting
statements he made last week. "Certain differences exist

among the
Damascus
AFP.

itions of Arab countries” that have signed the
eclaration, Mussa told a press conference, reports

Kozyrev meets Fahd

RIYADH, Apr 25: Russia’'s Foreign Minister Andrei
met here today with King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and delivered a
message from President ‘Boris Yeltsin, Russian diplomatic

source said. Koz

also met the Saudi Defence Minister,

Prince Sultan Ibn Abdel Aziz, before leaving Riyadh for

Kuwait, reports AFP.
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where big business houscs of
Pakistan participated in the
ownership.

The NPT was a single trust
owning different ncwspapers
in two wings of the then
Pakistan. Prominent among
those werc Dainik Pakistan,

Morning News, Pakistan
Times, Imroze,

The Dainik Pakistan
changed its name to Dainik

Bangla and the Dhaka edition
of Morning Ncws cecased publi-
cation after the emergence of
Bangladesh in December 1971.

Till buyers are available for
the 49 per cent shares,
sources said, Salman Rahman,
onc of the owners of Beximco,
a leading business house of the
country, will be appointed
Chairman ol the new trust in a
bid to revamp ‘the management
of these papers and make

! them profitable.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman, according to sources,
objected. lo financing these in-

Drizzle
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cur in Dhaka during the next
36 hours starting 8 pm
Saturday.

"The situation {s improving
but there is no chance of a
dramatic chan in the
weather,” a Met said.

There were traces of rain in
Rajshahi, Bogra and Sylhet on
Saturday while two mm rainfall
was recorded in both Faridpur
and Sylhet.

A lrace of rain was recorded
in Dhaka this month against
the expected 100 mm.

An average of 9.5 mm rain-
fall was recorded in Chittagong
division the highest in the
month while there was no
rainfall in Rajshahi and Khulna
divisions.

Only 14 mm rain was
reccorded in March over the
country against the forecast

154 mm, Met oflice source
said.

A Met official said Saturday
that the Intra-Tropical
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) was
still lying 10 degrces north
and the low pressure over the
South Bay was inactive which
was one of the causcs of
the current drought like dry
spell.

He said that although the
number of westerly lows had
increased, they were moving
to the north of Ban h and
the conjugation of westerly and

casterly lows was not possible

-at this stage and so rainfall

could not occur.

Hasina
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Thc opposipon leader de-
manded adequate reliefl, in-
cluding cash grants and house
building materials, for the al-
in Bajitpur
where a severe tornado on
April 17 left at least 18 people
dead and about 1,000 injured.

Hasina visited the worst-hit
Maijchar, Madhyapara and
Dilalpur villages apd listcned
to the misery of the storm-hit
pcople.

A heart-rending scene was
created when she went to the
house of Aftoruddin (656) who
succumbed this afternoon 1o
his injuries sustained during
the storm. Aftor, President of
Maijchar union Awami League,
died only a few hours before
Hasina visited the house.
Victim's mother Kanchannessa
and wife Latifa Khatun burst
into tears as they embraced
Hasina

Well drilling
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depth-—will be absolute waste
of millions of dollars already
sunk into the well .

Experts pointed out that
exploratory wells serve twin
purpose: discovery of hydro-
carbon and geological in -
tion. Netther of these can be
obtained without reaching the
desired target.

It will be a great ;
they said, il the drilling in
Patharia Well No 5 has to be
abandoned because of financial
constraints. The country will
not only be deprived of a prob-
able oil discovery but also of
invaluable geological informa-

| tlon, the experts added.

8% Dainik Bangla

stitutions [rom the public ex-
chequer and proposed for pri-
vale participation to improve
the financial situations of these
newspapers,

When contacted, Salman
Rahman told The Daily Star
that negotiations were going
on with the government about
his appointment and 'in one
week's time it be final.’

Salman Rahman, denying
his participation in the owner-
ship, said il he accepts the ol-
fer he will do it as a "public
service.’

But, he added that he had
put forward some conditionali-
tles which are pre-conditions
for good management.

He said that he would try to
salvage the two loss-making
‘nalional institutions’ by bring-
ing in structural changes. He
did not rule out the possibility
of lending money to these or-
ganizations for clearing their
outstanding liabilities.

Incidentally, Salman
Rahman was one of the
founders of the English daily
the Morning Sun and contin-
ued as its Chairman, Board of
Editors till November 17,
1990.

The Dainik Bangla was first
published as a trust paper on
November 6, 1964. The
Bangladesh Times, once
owned by Sheikh Faziul Huq
Moni, nephew of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, was first
published in 1973.

The paper was sold to the
government in June 975
when the Awami League gov-
ernment decided to stop pub-
lications of all newspapers but
four in the country in 1975,

- immediately after introducing

one party-rule under BAKSAL.

Late Abul Kalam
Shamsuddin was the Ffirst
Editor of Dainik Pakistan and
Enayetullah Khan became the
first Editor of the Bangladesh
Times after it went into gow-
ernment hands.

Both these papers are los-
ing money, and government
subsidy in the form of adver-
tiscments keep them goin

The employees, quite olten,
complain of irregular payment
and bad management.

Rao
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ernment was thinking on t
model of d hpn'l:rr:!l. e

With reference to fereign
investment, he said "We have
drawn the lines so that our na-
tional sovereignty is pro-
tected.” There will be not total
winding up of the public sector
in which one lakh crore of ru-
E:a have so far been invested

said adding the public sec-
tor has given India a strong in-
dustrial base and visualised
public investment in iron and
steel as well as in the anti-
poverty programme.

He said all parties have by
and large supported the eco-
nomic liberalisation policy of
the government.

in the field of foreign pol-
icy. Rao said, India will not
forsake the 'basics’ and will
merely reorient it to suit the
changing circumstances. He
said in the quest for truth he
would find :Lc truth between
dogmas without adhering to
any particular creed.

About the performance of
his minority government, the
Indian Prime Minister confi-
dently said that he was run-
ning the mment without
any difficulty on the basis of is-
spes which are national and
common. He said dealing with
national issues, he is receiving
supporl from all quarters.

The seven Bangladeshi
Editors who had meeting with
the Indian Prime Minister are
Sanaullah Noori, Chairman,
Bangladesh Council of Editors
and Editer of Janata,
Enayctuallh Khan, Editer-tn-
Chiel of the Holiday, D P Barua,
Chiel Editor and Man

Director of the Bang
(BSS),

Sangbad Sangstha
Reazuddin Ahmed, Editor of
the Te Mahbub Anam,
Editor of the ladesh
Times, Syed Zafar, tor of
the Dinkal and Alj
Editor of Dainik Pu
Khulna

The Editors are here at the
invitation of Editors Guild of
dis-



