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ught up, the
process that embraced her
childhood, adolescence and
youth lfe, would speak about
the women of our and
there should not be any doubt
about it. But her response
demands some : the
position of her meother —

where she had been and where

she moved gradually, what
does she things of rm'lt
children's a nltncm
compared to her position
during the same period, any
difference of post-adolescent
age that both the mother and
daughter had to cross the dis-
cussion between the mother
and daughter would help to
known the advancement ol the
women community during the
past twenly years.

Of course, all the discussion
would contain the contest ol
ceducational and social condi-
tion. Clear reflection of the
condition of women commu-
nity would be revealed if, con-
sidering the points
we start discussion with the
girls of same age covering ci-
ties, villages and different
states, so o say, class,
pcasantry, educated, middle
class, lower middle class fami-
lies. Let us try.

But this attempt must have
to take into account the overall
reflection of political, cultural,
socio-economic condition pre-
vailing in the country. An isola-
tion would keep the women's
situation in the dark to under-
stand.

The women community
which covers approximatcly
half of the total populace is the
victim of inegualities, exploita-
tion, beckwardness, depriva-
tion and oppression. Simply
the word ‘'women' is the cause
~* ~eglect and deprivation of

wan ri_ s,

Yomen are struggling lor
Ll.lu.] pﬂhlh:ll. tulturl]. sSOCio-
economic rights and pressing
their demands at home to the
government and administra-
tton who are celebrating the
anniver of democracy but
depriving the women of all
human rights, and thus the
taste of democracy aiso.
Democ — the award of
freedom of a nation could re-
main unfulfilled so long the
women would not have social
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Status of Women in Bangladesh

recognition with the dignity ol
man.

With this background, let us
now tum out eye to the women
community, where this politi-
cal, cultural and socio-eco-
nomic conditions would be an-

alyscd
Social position .

In post-liberation period,
the population and other sur-
veys of 1974 counted the pop-
ulation of the country as 760
lakhs while the population
growth rate was 2.8 per cent,
birth rate per thousand was 45
and mortality rate was 16 A
fear for future was signalled
that the population will reach
18 crore by the year 2000.

st independence period,
lmlz. law, anti-dowry act,
prohibiting verbal divorce, and
punitive action to do away with
raping, women killing oppres-
sion etc. — etec. were put into
action s '

Detained analysis of all
these steps would reveal the
perfect and ugly face of deapt-
cable situation, oppression and
inequalities in the society con-
cerning women. Family tor-
tures, maltreatment and be-
cause of dowry, inequal rights
over property, and deépen-
dence due to unemployment —
are curses contributing te the
despicable situation of women

in the soctety. Social insecurity
has thrratened women's lives

A significant achievement is that a Joint Secretary of
planning is given the responsibility to function as
United Nations' permanent representative concern-
ing the "United Nations Women's Convention,’ and
whose active initiatives would help rectify some
clauses of family laws which are the root causes of
inequalities and repression. It is also that

Bangiadesh government would extend

recogni-

tion to the United Nations' Convention.

Later, the census cof 198]
put the population [igure at
930 lakhs. In 1974 while the
city population comprised 8.8
per cent of total population in
1984 the same figure stands at
15.2 per cent of the total pop-
ulation.

At present, the total popuia-
tion of the country is approxi
mately 11 crore, 48.5 per cent
of which are women, which
means Lhat the women of the
country comprises 560 lakhs.
In 1974, for each 100 female
there were 108 male. Since
then,' almost the same ratio
has continued.

Though an apparently over
advancement is made public
inequality, oppression of
women communily remains as
it was, with an increase in
crises. Even then, [rustration
and darkness are not every-
thing.

Awareness is being gradu-
ally built within the women
community. In an attempt to
solve social problems during
the two decades of pre-and

in the [amily and even spread
to streets and working place.

The degrading and back-
wardness of soctety are re
lected wih o0kl " OWOrWen a
Hves H:u-,'r;," 3n S ULIaNn
of Bangladesh accepted equal
rights of men and women.

The world-wide inequality
and neglect of women forced
the United Nations to appeal
to all concerned nations for
accepting the ‘convention of
the elimination of all forum of
discrimination nst women
and achieve equal rights of
women I(n respective coun-
tries. The last government of
Bangladesh, on the ground of
family laws which were pre-
pared on the basis of religious
customs, did not accept the
UN convention completely.
The democratic mment is
expected to take sound stepa
in this respect.

A significant achievement is
that a Joint Secretary of plan-
ning I1s given the responsibility
to function as United Nations'
permanent representative

by Maleka Begum

concerning the 'United Na
tions Women's Convention’,
and whose active Initiatives
would help rectify some
clauses of laws which
are the root causes of inequali-
ties and repression. It is also
expected that Bangladesh
government would extend full
recognition to the United
Nations Convention.

The social status ol women
will take a new shape, pro
vided this siep 1s taken. Family
is the small unit of a sociely
Given the weakness of soctal
and religious prejudices. the
values of maternity, femininity,
chastity have imposed dictum.
women are still trealed as
commeodity. A fact is that
poverty made women the
commodity, developed Lrallic
king of women, turned into
prostitutes, but despicable val
ues and conditions ol soctety
are not less important to de-
gencrate the socicty

Social inequalities foroe the

women to remain dependent
Social approach Lo women de
prives them of achieving socio
cconomic empowermenl. Early
marriage. maternity at early
age, high birth rate etc. keep
woimen mywing in a ctrcle af
=i riridon, aealh backward-
ness.
Though the country had
three Five Year Plans within
m!cnrl o eradicate iliiteracy
and backwardness, and achieve
equalities, the literacy rate ol
women is only 16 per cenl
Contrary to this, the literacy
rate of men is 38 per cent
The women lag far behind to
exploit advantages in educa-
tion, sports and games, health
and consciousness-building
since their childhood. Many at-
tempts, plans and objectives
have defined to widen the op-
portunitics for women, which
brought practically no fruits to
them.

The only countable
achievement and hope of last
20 years is that social con-
sciousncss has developed Lo
protest and fight women re-
pression and inequality. And

the women community is also
more conscious than before.

Economic status

Even with the state-level
planning for women participa-
tion In economic activitics,
only distress-women project,
food for work, cooperative,
credit programme, NGOs and
garments factories have
opened up opportunities for a
few 0o achieve ecconomic em-
powerment. Out of 10 crore
working families, 50 lakhs are
women labours, 12 lakhs are
maid-servants at diflerent
houses, 5 lakh surplus labours
of tea industry are women. The
account of 1074 says the
growth rate of women worki
class is B.2 per cent, and o
present day, this growth rate
is 9.2 per unit.

The government has re-
scrved |15 and 20 per cent
quota for working women iIn
administrative set up. But until
now 2.3 per cent were possi
ble to be flled 1n by the
wormen and 8 per cent women
arc cmployed In state scclors
Only a few have women among
the high ment  officials.
Lack of state and government
opportunities to develop a
harmontous relationship — has
created immense problems
which has alrcady inlluenced
this society, family and state.
This inflluence is also acceler-
ated due to inequalities of
wage and sub-human living
conditions maintained by this
class of women.

Economic evaluation of the
participation of 43 per cenl
women in agriculture is virtu-
ally absent in survey and cen-
sus report, and also in society
This is a traditional practice of
our not to account the
rural women labour force. The
last 20 year could not pull the
women out of this vicious cir
cle thint the women community
are in.

Rescarchers expect that by
the year 2000, the growth rate
of women labour and working
women will increase from 11
per cent to 25 per cent and
another 680 lakh women will

emerpge as women labour foree.

The last 20 years have wit-
nessed development of
tremendous capacity within
the women to achieve self-
suslainability, the opportuni-
ties to fulfil the desire being
not the spontangous outcome
of the society. A number of fac-
tors contributed with a com-
bined effect. The women's
movement, constitutional pro-
tection (legal) added to the

f:r-

A smile of hope.

emergenee ol women as cheap
laboar lorce and development
of market w absorb this foroe
contribuled 1o opening-up new
horizons for women

Women are performing
their responsibilities are facing
problems with matemnity leave.
Rental housing (hostel), com-

muncations, envi-
ronment, termination, lay-off
employment, family protection
ctc. help realisc new domain of
present-day women. And this
achicvement, necdlcss to men-
tion, is not a less significant
advancement.

The planners must have to
change their approach.
Problems regarding women's
work, education, and cultural
devclopment must have to be

. -
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included in the main stream of
planning of the national econ-

omy.
Political position
Both the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the

Opposition In the parliament
are women. Political rights of

Bangladeshi women are sky-
kissing compared (o its
poverty. The two women lead-
ers must pay duc altention to
their community, n an at-
iempt 0 increase all soris of
oppertunitics, maintain and

With an {inercase iIn
women s mobility in the par-
Hament, umion council and

administration, a complete
vacuum from the government

and poll

The hope is thal the women
organizations of the country
are active. Wh Hﬂl‘lh
Parishad, is constantly
its best to achieve the

community is anti-constitu-
tional

One stream is gradually de-
veloping the women as com-
modity in communication. And

the other stream exploits the
use of religious udices, re-
ligious bar etc. and push the

women community deeper
into darkness of life.

But these evil laces
of the society, a healthy and
sound flouritshment of the
women community is also ob-
scrved in the advancement of
journalists, columnists, writ-
crs. dramatists, singers and
dancers. Women will get estab-
ished in the society with their
own social and moral dignity.

Thais Discover the
Multi-Purpose Buffalo

by Peyton Johanson

generations of

neglect, Thailand is fi-

nally beginning to take

a serfous look at the potential

of its most important, ;::1 if

usually red, farm an —
the uhlc:sllﬁuu water buffalo.

Said Chamlong Mahaphol,

Director of the Sisaket

Agricultural College: "Unlike

FTER

other countries, we Thais have

taken our buffalos for granted.
For centuries they were the
mainstay of all farm work, in-
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Water buffalos are a common sight i

cluding the all-important rice
crops, their preparatton and
harvest.

“The bufialo still is the rural
work animal per excellence
But it s much more than
that. The buflalo also provides
meat and milk. It has a future
even where it's working days
are numbered.”

The short-sighted view that
refuses to consider the bulflalo
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as anything other than a work
animal soon lo be replaced bjr
machinery has retarde
Thalland's appreciation of the
animal's potential.

Chamlong calls this out-
dated “turn of Lhe last century”
thinking. He adds: ""We have
been myopic on this, and
other countries have left us in
the dust. We can no longer af-
ford that sort of ignorance. It
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n rural Thailand
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is time to change.”
Chamlong and his students
have been the d force

behind a small but hi SLIC-
cessful pilot project in Sisaket
province for smallholder
dairying based on buflalo milk.

The project is ideally lo
cated. Sisaket is the very heart
of northeast Thailand's "buffalo
country.” Of the country's six
million buffalos, about three
quarters, or more than four
million, are in the northeast,
Issarn to the Thals, the poor-
est and most agricultural of
Thailand's four regions.

Sisaket province alone has
305,000 head of buflalo, morc
than twice its 118,266 catlle.

The animal is particularly
important to the Northeast,
Chamilong explained, not only
because of the poverty of its
people, but also because on the
region's erratic weather.
Drought hits Issarn far more
often than it hits any other
part of Thailand.

Said he: "The buffalo sur-
vives drought easily. They
thrive where other livestock
perish. We have little good pas-
ture, so this is a big plus for us.
The buffalo is a tough animal
and [ssarn is a tough land.
Sometimes, | think they were
made for each other.”

If the buffalo is raised
properly, Chamlong continued,
a Northeastern farmer can
generate more steady money
[rom {ts milk than he can try-
ing to scratch out a living
from Issarn's poor and badly
eroded soll

"And that way,” he added,
“we could keep both man and
buffalo on the land they have
shared for centuries. As it is
now, the farmers are being
shoved off the land without
mercy and the buffalos are be-
ing sold ofl at giveaway prices,
uiiﬂly As bccl'y Igr the
tables of Hong Kong and
Singapore. The Northeast loses
in both cases.

"Go to any Thai city today
and you will find it packed
with poor bewildered ex-farm-
ers from the Northeast either
out of work or doing the dirti-
est and poorest paying jobs. At
the same time, our valuable
buffalos are slowly disappear-

The trouble is, he con-
ceded, most Thai [armers
know little about bufialo dairy-

g

"Unlike Italy or the Middle
East or the nations of the
Indian subcontinent, we have
no tradition of buffalo dairying.
Now we have to learn.”

Sisaket Agricultural College
gives courses in animal hus-

bandry and hni:l;urluuﬂ
diary to process all buffalo

"milk from its own small herd

of some 50, mostly cross-
bred, animals and those of
farmers who want to get into
the business.

Even the best breeds ol
buffalo give lower daily milk
yiclds than those of compara-
ble quality dairy cattle, bul
there is a big catch that makes
the business worthwhile — buf-
falo milk has twice the butter
fat of cow's milk and can
therefore be "toned™ to pro-
duce more milk.

“We didn't know thal until
this course came along,” said a
farmer in one of Chamlong's
“buflalo classes.”

Thai buffalos give low milk
yiclds, about 300-400 litres
per lactation period, or 2-3
litres a day. Given proper man-
agement and feeding, this may
rise to 1000-1200 litres a lac-
lation period.

The cure for low local
yicld, Chamlong says, is to
cross-breed Thai buffalos with
higher yielding milk buffalos
from other countries such as
India with long buflale dairying
traditions.

Frozen semen from “river”
buflalos is already widely used
in artificial insemination to
produce female calves who, al-
ready in the first generation,
are much more satisfactory
milk producers.

"Cross-breeding is exactly
what we've done here at the
College,” Chamlong said. "The
results have been highly satis-
factory. It costs money to im-
port [rozen quality semen and
even more to procure living
quality animals.”

Lack of money has been one
of the stumbling blocks to the
expansion of the College's
modest programme.

The Rotary Clubs of Greater
Bangkok recently gave the
College a grant of $22,400 for
Chamlong's programme. Help
has also come in technical as-
sistance from the UN's_ Food
and Agriculture Organisation
and the International Labour
Organisation.

"The Northeast needs this
programme,” he said.
"Thalland needs it. Here we
are with all these millions of
animals once considered
indispensable and now wrongly
vicwed as all but uscless.”

They have economic logic
on their side. Thailand is cur-
rently undergoing an expan-
ston of its milk market. Yet, as

of the end of 1991, Thailland
was still forced to import

above B0 per cent of all ts
milk and milk powder. Cheesc,
a milk product once despised
by all but the most widely
travelled Thais, is also selling
better cvery year.

"In a nation where so
many rural people are still dirt
poor, it would be criminal to
throw away such a valuable re-
source.” — Gemini News

Peyton Johnson works for
UN's Food and Agriculture
Organisation in Bangkok.

Dhaka's Metropolitan

HE recent ‘ncrease in

the population of Dhaka

metropolitan area has
[ar cxceeded all projections
made carlier. The rcason for
this increase scems to be ils
growing Iimporiance as a
cenire of administration,
education, commerce, (rade
and industry.

The rate of growth of
Dhaka's population during the
last [ew decades has been
quile spectacular. The per-
centage increcase in populatign
between 1961 and 198] was
much higher than the increase
during the previous census
periods. For example, during
1961-1974 census period, the
population of the city
increased by about 212% com-
pared to only 65% increase
during 1951-1961 census
period.

The increase in population
during 1974-1981 indicales
that the rate ol growth has in-
creased rather than decreased
during recent times. Various
esiimates npw put the popula-
tion figure of Dhaka metropoli-
tan arca at around six millions.

As the populations grows,
the demand for different types
of urban services and facilitics
increases. Although some
efforts have been made ‘to in-
ercase the provision of differ-

Planning

by Sarwar Jahan

Government eflorts 1o
tackle the problems of Dhaka
cily can be traced back Lo the
promulgation of Town
Improvement Act of 1953
followed by the establishment
of Dhaka Improvement Trust
(DIT) in 1956. In 1987, the
DIT became the Capital devel-
opment authority and assumed
its present name Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartipakkha or
RAJUK

The main objective of the
Kartipakkha, as laid in 1956
Act, is the planned develop-
ment and of Dhaka city.
it is authorised to undertake
various activities which can be
classified according to the
following calegories:
= consiruction of roads;

» construction of housing
cstates;

o development of industrial
estates;

« development of commercial
arecas;

« construction of shopping
cenlres;

e develppment of rehabilita-
tion zone;

e creation of recreation and
scrvice factlities;

e construction and sale of
flats;

'« construction of buildings

- —

a reputed British firm,
Minprio, Spencely and PW
Macfarlane under Colombo

Under the provisions of the
masler plan land was acquired
on large scale for urban activi-
tics at different locations eof
the city. Since the promulga-
tion of the master plan in
1959, the RAJUK has ac-
quired about 4260 acres of
land and developed these
lands for various purposes such
as rcsidential, commercial, in-
dustrial, parks and open space,

etc.

The following are among
the residential areas developed
by RAJUK: Gulshan, Banami,
Uttara (first phase), Uttara
(second phase) and Baridhara.
In some cases, mhlhpm
areas were created to
plots to the persons alfected
br land acquisition. These in-
cluded Joarshara, S ur-
Kadamtali and Gandaria.

The role of RAJUK in plan-
ning and development of
Dhaka city during the last few
decades has not been very im-
pressive. Right f[rom the
beginning, emphasis has been
given to provide developed
plots to the middle and upper
income people.

'l! ..- ‘v‘ “

A residential hostel of Dhaka University

ent types of infrastructure and
socio-cconomic facilities, the
increase in population has far
exceeded the expansion of
such factlitics.

This has resulted in serious
housing shortage, overcrowded
transport services, inadequate
drainage and water supply and
shortage of different types of
community [acilitics.

and stafl quarters.

RAJUK s also empowered
to exert development control
through zoning, building con-
struction regulatfons and

aration and enforcement
of zonal development plans.

The Rajdhan! Unnayan
Kartipakkha (former DIT) pre-
pared the master plan for
Dhaka city in the year 1960 by

The concept is to construct
flats and deve small plots
which are by the low

income people. If such a

s implemented, benefits

go directly to those who need
them inatead of to the
well-offs who have so he ne-
fited most from RAJUK's activ-

fties.
s Hgﬂ



