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Of Sweets and the Sweet Tooth

The Benga

sweel tooth and justifiably so. Which other na-
tion can rightfully boast of so many sweet delica:
to the being? The
average Bengall, cannot think of a day or two,
going past, without indulging in this all devour-

cies, made o bring sheer joy

ing passion, the sweetmeat.

A visit to the sweetmeal store in Lhe city, or
ing (it takes a staunch heart
sweels, and the success slo-
ry is low) will gladden the sweel lovers heart
and even more so his Laste buds. There are
sweets which are dark in colour, like the famous
‘gulab jaam’ or the ‘lal mohan' and there are
sweets which are snow white like the white
‘rasagullas’ which of course have their dark

just window sho
to window shop

counterparts
too The
‘rasagullas arc
probably one
of the moslt
well loved
sweels ol the
Bengali and
many a home:
sick Bengali,
away from
home on [ar
shores, has at
tempted to
make this lus-
cious, mouth-
walering
sweet, to bring
back memo-
rics of "home,
sweel home.
Then again
there are the
sweels which
are special to
ecach district
ltke the
‘Muktagachar
Monda a spe
cial sweel
madc ol milk,
and madec spe-
cially in Muk-
tagacha in My-
mensingh,

which the connoisscur will swear 1s only to be
eaten from there, and nowhere clse. Then again
there are the ‘khwajas’ f[rom Rajshahi and the
‘kacha gollas' from Natore and each district takes
a very distinct pride in their special sweet, and
jealously guard the sccret of their trade.

It nh;aid that the British rulers of the sub-
continent had also fallen prey to the 'swectmeat
mania’ and had brought in many traders [rom
different parts of India, to parts which did not
possess the makers of the sweets they desired

to hawve.
A certain Lady

Weddings

Canning was said Lo have im-
ported the ‘lal mohan' to Bengal and was an ar-
dent fan of the said sweet! The yogurt is said to
be a health food, but the famous ‘'dof’ or the
sweet yogurt, which is always in
and other occasions is a speci
by itsell and the maker was certainly nol calorie
gonscious, when he invented the recipe of this

great demand at

Parveen Anam

i t» known for his notoriously very delicious health food. And
pride ol place,
again there are the sweets, which look like a
r and has two pileces of thick sweet
fleshy bits, Sandwiched together with the
sweetest thickened mil, a r-lrmnb-l delight
for the sweet lover but a di

hamburge

line.

swecels.

Bogra takes the
When it comes to 'dof’. Then

saster for the waist

Perhaps it speaks a lot for the romanticism ol
the Bengali, to give such appealing alluring
names to the sweets, he has made for his sheer
delight. Names like the 'motichoor laddu’ and
the 'sandesh’ specially
fresh ‘gur is collected from the trees, which
gives it its special flavour, which cannot be at-
tained with sugar, are a delightiul part of Bengali

the ones made when the

culture and

the incviiable
box ol sweet
meat. Sweets
are exchanged
freely at Wed-
dings, when
both the gro-
om's side and
the brides
side will ex-
change a vast
amount of sw-
cets. And swe-
els are also
distributed
when a baby is
born and
when results
are declared.
Sweeilmeat

shops are al-
ways sold out
when the re-
sults of the
secondary

boards are announced! Any happy occasion and
the joy is shared with the delightful box of

But, the most interesting part of the entire
tradition is, perhaps, that when one goes
a small amount of sweetmeat, for onesell, the
‘shopwalla’, will invariably give him an odd look
of disapproval, if he dares to ask for anything
less than at least a kilogram of the delicacyt

And perhaps it is this custom which makes
the average Bengali so homesick when he is

to buy

away from home, because even if one does not

ality all

whelming.

eat as much as one would like to — the battle of
the bulge is a losing battle without adding the
sweet to the list of the unwanted — we often
sigh, and yet, there is hardly any Bengali worth
the name, who does not relish his sugary cup of
tea, with the even more sugary sweet delicacy,
to buoy him when the worries of life seem over-
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Pir Char Monai Maulana Syed Md Fazlul Karim addressing a rally organised by Jamiatul
Maijlish at the north gate of Baitul Mukarram Mosque Friday.

—Star photo

4 killed, 10 injured in road mishaps

Four persons wcre killed
and nnutll:r 10 including four
police men were injured in
scparate road accidents in
Dhaka, Gazipur and Narsingdi
Friday.

A pedestrian, Abdul Malek,

50, was killed while a truck -

crushed him at around 11:30
am at Narsingdi. He was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) and
succumbed to his Injuries
there at about 5 pm.

Railway police recovercd
the body of an unidentificd
tecenaged girl near Probhati
Sharani at Dhaka Cantonment
at around 9:30 am. Railway po-
lice said that the girl was run
over by a speeding train in the
morning.

A UNB rcport adds: Two
people. a father and his young
son, were killed and three
others of the game [amily seri-
ously injured when a minfbus
hit a private car at Master Bari
area of Gazipur on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway.

Witnesses and police said
the accident occurred when
the Mymensingh bound mini-
bus (Momenshahi BA-309)
coming from Dhaka hit a pri-
vate car (Dhaka Gha-5063)
coming from the same direc-
tion at ® am.

The minibus, while trying
to overtake, rammed over the
car killing two of its passen-

on the spot.
Fr;'l'u:y wcrp: identified as
Mujfbur Rahman (44), a Cus-
toms Officer and his son
Rimon (10).

Those injured were Muji-
bur's wife wara (35), his
daughter Rimi (14) and sister-
in-law Bithi (16). They were.
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By Staff Cm?-espandent

admitted to the Sreepur hos-
pital in critical condition.

Mujibur Rahman of 380/C
South Goran, Dhaka along with
the members of his [amily was
going to his home district
h.

Police seized both the ve-
hicles but the driver of the
minibus to managed to escape.

According to our corre-
spondent, four policemen
were injured when a minibus,
Dhaka metro-Cha-04-0192,

% Weather

knocked down an auto-tempo
on which the police men were
on duty at Kamal Ataturk
Avenue, Banani, last moming.
Of the policemen, three
constables, Ratan Mia, Molazzal
Hossain and Raisuddin were
serfously injured and admitted
to the Rajarbag Police Hospital
while an ASI| of police Ameer
Hossain and the auto-tempo
driver Alam sustained minqc
injurics and were given first

Dry spell will prevail

By Staff Correspondent

Kalbaishakhi{(Nor'westerjor thundershower with temporary
gusty wind is likely to occur at one or two places today-

(Saturday) over the

regions of Ran

Dinajpur,

pur,
Mymensingh, Tangail and Sylhet, the Met uﬁlc: forecasts.
Weather is likely to remain dry elsewhere in the country.

Day temperature is likely

to rise by
Celsius over the regions of Rajshahi, Bogra

one or two degree
, Jessore, Pabna

and Kushtia while the temperature will remain unchanged

elsewhere over the country.

The highest temperature on Friday was recorded in

H‘.n{nh.nhl 40.1 degree Celsius while the
Ce

st of 18.5 degree

sius was recorded in Sreemangal.

The sunsets in Dhaka today (Saturday) at 6.25 pm and
riscs tomorrow (Sunday) at 5.28 am.

Temperature and humidity recorded in important citics

and towns on Friday were:

City/Fowns Temperature in degree Celstus Humidity in percenlage

1

Dhaka

Chittagong
Khulna
Rajshah
Sylhet

Barisal

Cox's Bazar
Mymensingh
Dinajpur

BE888swa
AR —=O0N00o0N

Min 9 am 6 pm
27.0 87 45
24.6 78 82
24.5 Bl 67
24.0 68 31
20.7 76 74
26.0 78 57
25.9 B4 78
25.8 74 69
37.6 3]
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Satyajit's
death
condoled

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Friday expressed his
deep sock at the death of
world renowned film maker
Satyajit Ray, reports BSS.

in a of condolence,
the President said late Ray had
enriched the fllmdom by his
highesi form on creativity.

"His creativity was being
oriented by his flow of
thoughts, farsightedness and
refllection of the reality of the
society,” he added.

President Biswas said, the
human society had suffered a

-

rcally great loss at the death of |

this popular fllm maker and
versalile genfus.

He expressed his decp
sympathy with the members
of the bereaved _

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prolessor Jahanara
Begum has condoled the death
of world famous [film maker
Satyajit Ray

In a condolence message
Prof Jahanara Begum said thal
at the demise of Ray the film
world had lost one of its tal-
cnied personalitics

She conveyed her deep
sympathy to members of the
bereaved family.

Diffecrent political partics
and fiim socicties have con-
doled $he decath of world
renowned fiim producer
Satyajit Ray, reports BSS.

They said Ray had estab:
lished Bengalli films in the In-
ternational arena through his
God-given talent.

Shamsuddoha MP and Nuru!
Islam Nahid, acting President
and General Secretary of
Communist Part of
Bangladesh expres thetr
profound griefl at the death of
Satyajit Ray.

They said Ray had proved
his creative talent in arts and
literature along with producing
films of international standard

They expressed their deep
sympathy to the members of
the bereaved lamily.

In separatc press rcicases,

sh Federation of Film
Societies, Bangladesh Short
Film Forum and Satyajit
Film Socicty condoled
death ol Ray.

Satyajit Ray Film Socicty
will hold a condolence meet-
ing on May 2, the 71st birth-
dav of the famous film maker,
at its Mirpur office.

The joint secretary of Ban-
gabir Osmani Samajsheba-o-
Gabeshana Sangsad Shetkh Abul
Kalam Friday condoled the

the
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Chhatra Jamiat B-n'f:duh brought out a procession prnul:iing the United Nations'

sanctions on Libya in

city Friday.
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Coordinated steps sought to
face challenges of education

Education Minfster Barris-
ter Jamiruddin Strear Friday
underiined the need for taking
up coordinated programmcs Lo
face the challenges in the ficld
ol education, reports BSS.

The programmes should be
laken up, taking into consider-
ation national priority and re-
source constraints, the minis-
ler said

He was addressing as the
chiel guest the 18th annual
conlerence of the board ol
trusices of the Foundation for
Rescarch on Education Plan-
ning and Development (FREPD)
al the conference hall of Nati-
onal Academy for Education
Management (NAEM).

Presided over by National
Prolessor Muhammad Shamsul
Huq, President FREPD. the
function was addressed by Prol
Kazi Salech Ahmed, Vice
Chancellor, Jahangimagar Uni
versity, Shafilul Alam, Secre-
tary, Mintstry of Education, Dr
Muhammad Serajuddin, mem-
ber-secretary, FREPD and Prol
Ferdous Khan.

The minister stressed the
need for rapid development in
the education scctor lo ensure
Bangladesh's access into the
mainstream ol modernisation.

He said the present gov-
ecrnment had taken some
epoch-making steps in the
ficid of education for its overall
development. These include

death of [ilm maestro Satyajil | {ntroductipn of free primary
education tp to class five, con- | presided over the meeting.

The Bengalis were indebted

to Ray since he made the [

Bengalis glorious before the
world,

Nagarik Natya Sampradaya
announced the staging of their
production ‘Irsha today
(Saturday) in memory of
Satyajit Ray while condoling
his death.

Various cine-clubs also con-
doled the death of the le-
gendary film- maker which in-
clude National Cine-Research
Club, Chalachitran Film
Society, Satyajit Ray Film
Socicty, Argenta International
Film Society, Bangladesh Film
Movement, Bangladesh Art
Film Forum. Bangladesh Short
Film Forum condoled the
death of the renowned [lm-
maker and said that he helped
to establish Bengali culture in-
ternationally.

Rainbow Film Society while
condoling the decath ol Satyajit
Ray announced the holding of a
meceting to mourn the death
on April 30.

h-China
Friendship Society and
Chhatra Oikkya Forum also
condoled the death of Satyajit

Ray.
Resistance
Committee

meeting
tOMOITOW

By Staff Correspondent

The National Coordination
Committee for Realisation of
the Spirit of the Liberation War
and Resistance to the Killers
and Collaborators of 1971 will
hold a public meeting at the
Bangabandhu Avenue in the
city tomorrow (Sunday) in de-
mand of execution of the
Gana Adalat verdict on Golam
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tinuation of distribution of text
books free of cost at the pri-
mary level, introduction of
mass literacy programme and
compulsory primary education
programmes in 68 upazilas of
the country

Sircar said laws would be
formulated soon to give per-
mission lor setting up Open
University and private univer-
sitics in the country.

Education-related policies
and planning would be on
short-term and long-term ba-
sis, he added.

He lauded the contribution
of FREPD, a non-political and
non profit organisation, to-
wards carrying out rescarch on
diflerent aspects ol education.

The minister assured
FREPD of all tion of his
ministry and urged its re-
searchers o carry out research
on different problems of the
education sector.

Shafiul Alam satd the gov-
ernment had laid | rance
on the non-formal ucation,
side by side with the formal
education.

Prof Kazi Saleh Ahmed sug-
gested introducing a planned

education system in hyu:"
with the l{mum”.. need.
National Professor Shamsul
Huq said education was the
main weapon in accelerating
socio-economic development
and strengthening democratic

process.

—

'BNP to uphold
democratic
norms’

Food Minister M Shamsul
Islam Friday said the present
governmenlt empowered by the
people was determined o
uphold the democratic norms
and values for the wellare of
the country, reparts BSS.

Hle was addressing the bi-
cnnial meeting of GNP held at
the local girls’ high school
premises in Munshigan|

Sheikh Mohammad Hajman

Garib Dal urges
govt to resolve

Farakka issue

Bangladesh Garfb Dal Friday
urged the government to take

cfleciive steps towards reselv-
ing the Farakka issuc instead
of pursuing a "subservient pol-
icy,” rcports UNB

Speakers al a rally oggan-
ised by the party al Azimpur
Super Market in the alternoon
also demanded of the govern-
ment o take up programmgs
for poverty alleviation, stabili
prices of essentials and cre
employment opportunities. ©
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PDF leaders’
comment on PM

prompts attack

on CPB office
By Staff Correspondent
A group of political activists
Jatiya Juba
Command attacked the offjce
Communist Party -of

(CPH] and hurfed

v g pullpsatoy o
jured Thursday .

The attackers came o the

procession of Patriotic

Democratic Front (PDF). «of

| CPB oflice alter the

- which the CPB is the

t. left the area. |
The protest rally censu

. Prime Minister Begum Zia '}

trying to protect Golam Azasm’

| by branding the anti-Geolam

Azam movemnent as a conspir-
acy al the 'instigation of or-
eign masiers.

According to separafe
statements issued by CPB and
PDF. one was hurt in

the bomb attack by the group
carrying a banner of ‘Jatiya
Juba Command

PDF steering commitise
and CPB leader Nurul islam
Nahid in their statements said
the terrorisis’ activities
place ‘under the very nose of
the police personnel’ whe res
mained apathetic to the incf
dent

Both the partics demanded
arrest of the miscreants and
punitive measures against
them

Fakir's death
anniversary
observed

The first death anniversary
of Lokman Hussain Fakin
renowned lyricist and musie
director and former BNP
Cultural Aflairs Secretary, wad
observed here Friday th
holding of discussion mee
reports BSS.

Held at BNP central office
under the auspices of the cf
unit of JASAS [(Jatiyata 1
Samajtk Sangskritic Sangstha),
the meeting was addressed
among others by BNP Joind
Secretary and Minister for
Labour and Manpower Abdul
Mannan Bhuyian, Commerce
Minister M K Anwar, Stale
Minister for IWTA Harun alk
Rashid and Khurshid Al
Mcllah and Zahid Hussain
Chunnu, President and General
Sccretary respectively of
JASAS.

Labour and Manpower
Minister Mannan Bhuytan said
Lokman Hussain Fakir was a
symbol of original cultural her-
itage. In his death the cultural
arena had suflered an frrepara-
ble loss, Bhuyian added.
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