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8,000 Ukrainians
died in

Disarmament experts on Indo-Pak‘N-arms

ELAHABAD, Apr 23 : India and Pakistan
both brought their Nuclear weapons pro-
gramme out of the closel in recent months,
perts think Nuclear

deterrence may bring added security
to this volatile region, IPS.
Aflter being about f for .
Shoe billed under the slogan | pakistan has publicly admitted it has a Nuciear
m-’x‘“h weapons capability. And tn an unprecedented
MMHMMIJ move, [ndian said this month the
a sadieastive cloud had a Nuclear defence plan as well.
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a leading Pakistani military analyst:
“India and Pakistan have both taken their

m‘,um::mlml-l-" Nuclear programmes out of the base-
" | ishment on both sides of the border have ac
ination were running at three

cepted its role as a military deterrent.”

to five times the rates for
The developments come as some military
people or equivalent age and stra thinktanks in the West have
clally rtp:rlid to have dh:!?l; S trndltlnmnll . mn-pwmhf
t maintaini
the accident, which was ini- tu@--w - il
tially kept secret by the old Even the United States has accepted the
communist regime. fact that India and Pakistan are ncw Nuclear
A study carrted out for the | giates. One administration official in
European parliament said Washington reportedly said in March “(we)
lﬁﬂ.mmh. 60,000 of hope the Nuclear standofl in the subcontinent
i g duus of radliibion alher | o ooRs “‘“ﬂ“:'r i S eaee
“ .

N-deterrence may b

India conducted an u
test in 1974 and has since said its Nuclear
programme was for peaceful pu :
Pakistan has been ambiguous about fts
plans. The two countries have fought three
wars since they became independent in 19047,

But with the cold war over and India’s rapid
rapprochement with the United States, it
scema it is now confession time in South Asia

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Shartf told
French President Francois Mitterrand in
January: “No doubt we have the capability fof
buliding Nuclear weapons) but we are not do-
ing it because we are concentrating on devel)-
opment.”

In February, Foreign Secretary Shahryar
Khan was even more forthright. He wid the
Washingion Post Pakistan and Nuclear capabil-
lt{. but “last year permanently froze production
of high-enriched uranium and of weapons
PR

Recently, Defence Minister Chofs Ali Shah
even hinted at Nuclear deterrence in South
Asia : "Pakistan has acquired Nuclear
for maintaining a balance of power in the re-
gon.”

Pakistan has admitted fts nuclear capability
partly to appease domestic

The government has been criticised by fts

islamic hardline coalition partners of the
Jamat-|-Islami party who feel Pakistan is buck-

be that the

is keen to ensure that it s treated at par with
india in terms of the level of deve t of
its nuclear programme and it is the fssue that
reaches the conference table in South Asia.”

By repeatedly stating that Pakistan has ac-
quired nuclear capability, Pakistan is also
sending a message to the United States
underlining a threshold and ruling out a
rollback.

Pakistani analysts say Islamabad's higher
nutiear proflle has induced New Delhi to shed
its earlier stance that its nuclear programme is

ring added

security
meant for purposes.

n Fe . the Indian External Aflairs
Ministry said atomic weapons were part of
india’s ‘Nuclear préparedness’. And in an un-
p;udmlnd move, India has begun talks with
the United States about military cooperation

During recent between US State
Department officials and a senior Indian
diplomatic delegation, New Delhi maintained
its refusal to sign the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty. But furt Indo-US dialogue on the i»-
suc is expected.

Wrote one Pakistani commentator here :
“India’s vegetarian bomb has suddenly become

GWMl’-

istan s nuclear confession was a tactical
move that has now put it in the category of
countries like India and Israel which have been
branded New Nuclear States (NNS). Some ana-
lysts here think this will make policy-makers
in islamabad less apologetic about the country's

.rn:tril.r 1m“'l been a sensi-

tive one here. The Unfted States slashed mili-

tary and economic aid to Pakistan in 1990 |

aflter |siamabad fatled to get a certification
from the US Congress that it was nol making a
bomb. It marked the beginning of worsening
relations between Washington and Islamabad.
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energy independence and
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Truck misth leaves 24 dead: »

a construction crashed

truck ¢ workers
into a mbm‘-tmque:ghmmpmw.m
s reports AP from San Salvador.

15 killed in US plane crash: v

engine plane crashed on takeoll Wednesday at a rural airfield
cast of Los Angeles, killing 15 people from a skydiving club
and tnjmm, authorities said, reports AP from Perris.

The was reported at 11:156 a.m (1816 GMT) at the
southwest end of Perris Valley Afrport’'s runway. sald Beatriz
Lozada, spokeswoman for the California Department of
Forestry-Riverside County Fire Department dispatch office.

Fifteen deaths were confi and seven people were
taken to hospitals with major injuries, said Ruth Bahler,
another spokeswoman. There were 22 people aboard.

Alan Lee, a trallic reporter for Los Angeles radio station
MFMB said both wings were broken off the plane, which
appearcd to have hit nose-first. There was no fire, officials
said :

CIS meet postponed: me commonweaith of

Independent States heads ol government meeting. which was
due to take place tn Chisinau, Moldova, on April 24, was
postponed for three weeks and moved to Tashkent, Itar-Tass
news agency reported in a dispatch monitor ir. London by the
BBC, reports AFP.

The complex situation in the Dniestr region, where Slavs
have broken away from the Romanian-dominated republic,
has made it necessary to posipone the meeting, the agency
said.

The meeting will coincide with a previously scheduled
meeting of CIS heads of sate in Tashkent, the Uzbek capital.

ilvan Korochenya, coordinator ol the working group

ring the summit, said an agenda had been worked out
E:-Tjoinl sitting of the heads of state and of governments on
15th May followed by separate sittings. .

UN to send team to Bosnia: ux

Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali has approved plans
for sending a UN team of some 100 observers to Mostar in
southern Bosnian-Herzegovina, officials said Wednesday,
reports AFP from New York.

The deployment recommended by General Satish Namibia,
head of the UN protection force in Yugoslavia, will become
effective April 30,according to spokesman Francois Giuliani.

The unarmed team will patrol the tons of mostar,
Caplifina, Stolac and Trebinje in an attempt to ease tensfons
in the region torn by civil war, said Giuliani.

More than 200 people have been killed in Bosnian-
Herzegovina and over 1,000 are missing -in violence which
has accompanied the republic’'s recognition as an
independent state carlier this month.

L -
Quake rocks California:  stone
carthquake rattled Southern California on Wednesday night,
rocking buildings from the Mexican holder to Santa Barbara,
200 miles (3120 kilometers) up the coast.There were no
immediate reports of damage or injuries, reports AP.

The quake medasured 6.3 in a preliminary Richter scale
reading, said Lucy Jones, a seismologist at the California
Institute of Technology's seismology lab in Pasadcna. A
magnitude 6 quake is capable of severe damage.

The epicenter was nine miles (14 kilometers) east of
Desert Hot Springs, which is 110 miles east of downtown
Los Angeles Lesser quakes had struck that area ecarlier
Wednesday evening.

Buildings swayed in downtown Los Angeles, and shaking
was felt at Dodger Stadium during a baseball game.

* ] L

Tornadoes claim 94 in China:
least 94 people were killed and nearly 4,000 injured iIn
Tornadoes which hit the southern province of Hunan earlier
this week, a spokesman for the local foreign aflairs office said,
reports AFP.

A total of 44,900 homes were destroyed and 240,000
damaged, said the spokesman reached by telephone Thurs-

He said of 3,796 people injured, 801 were in a serious
condition.

The provision was hit Monday and Tuesday by violent
rainstorms and Tornadoes accompanied by hail swept
through some districts. Winds of up to 115 kilometers per
hour were recorded and some hailstones measured 5.5 cen-
timeters (two and half inches) in diameter.

40 percent of the

NEW DELHI : UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali (L) calls on Indian Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao on Wednesday. Boutros Ghali met with Indian officials to
review the situation in Afghanistan and attempts by his special envoy for a peaceful transfer

of power in Kabul.

—AFP/UNB photo

Bofors scandal
Narasimha denies

approving note

NEW DELHIL, Apr 23 : Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao
dented Thursday he approved
a note asking Swiss authorities
to go slow in investigating al-
lcged kickbacks in a gun
reports AP,

"I neither had knowledge of
the note nor did. | authorise
any note being handed over to
the Swiss lorcign minister,”
Rao lold Parliament.

The Statesman newspaper
reported Wednesday that the
then Foreign Minister
Madhavsinh Solanki passed on
a note to Swiss Foreign
Minister Rene Felber at the
behest of Rao.

The report triggered an
acrimonious debale in
Parlament.

On Thursday, Rao denied
his involvement and said his
government had asked Swiss
authorities to ignore the letter

and continue their investiga-
on

OIC for urgent UN Council

JEDDAH, Apr 23

The
Organisation of the Islamic

Conference (OIC) on
Wednesday called on the UN
Security Council to adopt ur-
gent measures to protect the
pcople ol Bosnia-Herzegovina,
reports AFP.

The Secretary General ol
the Jeddah-based organisation,
Hamid Algabid, warned the
United Nations over the tragic
situation in the former
Yugoslav republic, where
Muslims made up more than
population.

The call coincided with vis-
its to Saudi Arabia by the
Foreign Ministers of Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Croatia, Haris
Siladjdzic and Zvonimir
Separovic, who have been tour-
ing the Gulf.

Fighting in Bosnia pitting
Serbs backed by the Yugoslav
army against Bosnian and Croat
militias has reportedly killed
more than 200 pecoplec and
wounded some 1,600.

Sfladjdzic said after talks in
Riyadh with Saudi officials that
the kingdom had pledged o
work for a cecasclire and to
provide humanitarian aid to
the civilian population.

The minister was on his
second visit to Saudi Arabia in
less than three months. Rivadh
recently announced fts reeog-
nition of Bosnia-Herzegovina
following a visit in March by
Bosnian President Alifa
|setbegovic.

Reuter adds: European

Community pecace envoys ar-
rived in Bosnia-Herzegovina

today sceking to end fighting
which has cost some 250 lives
in seven weeks and bringing
an implied threat of sanctions
if the bloodshed docs not stop.
Lord Carrington, Chairman of
the EC conference on
Yugoslavia, and Portuguese
Foreign Minister Joao De Deus
Pinheiro, whose country is
current President of the com-
munity, will talk with leaders
of all three Bosnian communi-
ties at Sarajevo airport.

The Bosnfan capftal itself is
considered too dangerous for
them to visit.

Despite heavy [ighting
throughout Wednesday which
caused an cstimated 20
deaths, the EC team is deter-
mined to bring its message
that both sides must lay down

to protect Bosnians

their arms or [ace the conse-
gquences.

Bosnfa's Muslims and Croals
voted last month for indepen?
dence [rom Yugoslavia, a

rospect fcared and opposed
the Serb minority, who are
violently resisting it.

Despite denials from
Belgrade, the EC belicves
Serbia and the Serb-led
Yugoslav army are aiding them,
and Carrington called on
Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic to pull his forces
back.

If he did not do so, then |
think that you have to go down
the road of some sort of sanc-
tions whatever they may be,
Carrington told the British
Broadcasting Corporation.

Israeli opposition fears war with Arabs

==

ME talks resume Monday

JERUSALEM, Apr 23
Palestinian negotiators lell
Jerusalem today for Middle
East peace talks resuming in
Washington on Monday, re-
ports Reuter.

Before leaving for talks with
Jordanian negotiators in
Amman ahead of the negotia-
tions, team spokeswpman
Hanan Ashrawi told reporters :

"l think its going to be a
very difficult round but | am
fully determined. As we said
carlier, we are going to pursue
the Israclis with pcace.”

The negotiations will be the
fifth round since the United
States launched Arab-lsraeli

talks in Madrid last October.

A sixth round, expected
altcr Israel's June 23 n,
will take place in Rome.

AFP adds : Opposition
Labour party lecader Yitzhak
Rabin warned in an intervicw
published here today of the in-
creased risk of another Arab-
Isracli war from stalemate in
the peace process.

With the fifth round of
Middle East peace negotiations
due to open in Washington on
Monday, Rabin said : "Once
stalemate is the sftuation in
the Arab-lsraeli conflict, it
might lead to an entirely dif-
ferent way of thinking among

more Arab countrics’ leaders.”

"I'gn not sayl automati-
cally . but no doubt a long
period of stalemate increases
the da ol war,” he told

might be five to
from now.”
Rabin, whose party threat-
ens to oust the ruling Likud in
the June 23 general clections,
re-advocated his policy of ter-
ritorial compromise to achieve

On the Golan heights,
seized from Syria in 1967, he
said : "There is limited room

LLankan m(_)nks

start talks

with Tamils

COLOMBO, Apr 23 : A ten-
member delegation of
Buddhist monks on a peace
mission to the Tamil Tiger
rebel northern stronghold of
Jaflna began talks with the
guerillas Thursday, Tamil trav-
cllers said, reports AP,

Anton Ralasingham, the
Tiger theorctician, partici-
pated in the talks with the
delegation, which was headed
by the chief monk of a

'Buddhist temple in Colombo,

Madampagama Assaji, said the
travellers reaching northern
Vavuniya town.

""We came here to bring
pcace and understanding be-

for a territorial compromise. | tween the two communitics,”

—

rasn course on

safe sex

NEW DELHI: Thirteen Indian naval officers have tested
positive for the Human-Immune De Virus (HIV) In
Dombay, prompting officers to plan a crash course on safe.sex
to prevent AIDS in the ranks, AFP.

The Ploneer newspaper loday said the involving
the 13 officers, who are likely to contract full blown AIDS, has
triggered an “AlDS-scare” among 1,200 officers at Bombay's

naval :

s naval medical services chief Ranjit Das recently
disclosed that 23 officers had tested HIV positive, but a navy
spokesman later said only 13 were down, the said

City naval officials have asked several anti- r:rh
help organise seminars and conferences for the enlf men
on measures (o avoid the discase, 1t said.

"Mosl people have the false Im n that only saflors
are guilty of visiting brothels, "the naval spokesman said.

Adding that the disease was affecting the country’s military
and ctvillan populations alfke.

Oxedé plidics or
£go to heaven

TOKYO: One of Japan's top politicians received five bullets
through the mail along with a letter telling him tore tire, po-
lice said today, reports Reuter.

The hate letter went to Shin Kanemaru, 77-year-old vice-
president of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, just one
month afler a rightist gunman shot at him during a provincial
political rally. He escaped that attack unhurt.

"“Trajtor Shin Kanemaru, retire immediaicly from the po-
lideal world or heaven will jaflict its punishment on you,” the
ketter read. .

A member of the household at Kanemaru's eentral Tokyo
house took it to police. :

A police spokesman said investigators were loo into
the possibility that rightists were behind the incident, the
latest in a string of attacks on the politician.

A petrol bomb was hurled at his home last November and
Kanemaru has received threatening phone calls and previous
hate mail.

Princess Anne obtains'
divorce from Phillips

LONDON: Princess Anne, daughter of Britain's Queen
Elizabeth, obtained a divorce on Thursday f[rom estranged
husband Mark Phillips, the Press Assoclation National News

ncy reported.

The 1973 marriage was
ended aflter a four-minute
hearing before a judge in
London.

The Princess, 41, began
proceedings to divorce
Phillips, 43, a former cavalry
captain, earlier this month.

It was only the second
divorce in the inner circle of
the royal family since the
16th century when King
Henry VIII spurned four of
his six wives. He divorced
two and beheaded two §
others. ;

News that Anne was |
ending her flled marriage B
broke only weeks alter her |
brother Prince Andrew and
his wife, "Fergie” the Duchess
of York, shocked Britain by announcing plans to scparate.

Temple real home
prostituti

UJJAIN: Where temple bells |1 before the first flush of
dawn, and ring thruughI::ut the day, the tinkle of anklets take

over at dusk, reports PT1.

The Pinjmwadp? locality in the heart of this holy town on
the banks of the Shipra, which is hosting the century’s largest
congregation {n the month-long Kumbh-Mela since April 17,
has been the home of the oldest profession prostitution. .

Mjaccnttnﬂ:@ﬂpﬂTﬂhph.ﬂtbﬁlﬂytadqhﬂm :
150 tawdrily dressed girls and women indulging in the flesh |
trade.

Fujimori plan
rejected

‘Libya's documents on UTA plane bombing not authentic’

the Montreal convention to extradite our

F1j1 goes to
polls Ma;;i 23

SUVA, Fijt, Apr Fiji has

LIMA, 23: tion
leaders WA:drneldcjﬂrF :j:‘ct:d

consolidating power, reports
AP.

Meanwhile, government
and opposition tatives

met with an Organization of
American States de

bargaining table.
Police used tcar gas, water
cannon and baton charges to

NEW YORK (United Natjons), Apr 23: The
documents Libya provided on the bombing of
the French UTA jetliner in 1989 are inconsis-
tent and therefore are not in an authentic
form, according to the judge assigned to the
inves n, re APP.

Judge Jean-Louis Bruguiere said in a letter
dated April 18 to French Foreign Minister
Roland Dumas and relecased by the Security
Council Wednesday that certain portions of the
file submitted even contained anomalies.

The documents on the jetliner bombing
which killed 170 people over Niger were
recetved a few days before a UN embargo went
into éffect against Libya on April 15 for its
refusal to cooperate with investigations into
the and that of a Pan Am jet in 1988.

Brugiere has asked to question four Libyan
nationals he suspects of being involved in the
bombings and Tripoli has agreed in principle

tn:uugcnuwlﬂ'lﬂv:mqtmt.
In his letter, the judge said that in order to

determine Libya's willi s to cooperate with
the investigation he s asked Tripoli to

rovide any information it is holding. Beugiere
fﬂjd}wmqucquhhnmdc;ﬁcw?nthﬁ'
the documents are authentic.

Reuter adds : Libyan leader ‘Muammar
Caddafi wants the two suspects in the

Lockerbie bombing case tried in Cairo and has

again ruled out extradition to the United States
or Britain, according to an interview he gave to
the Chinese official news agency.

"Gaddafi said today that his country wants to

have the two bombing suspects tried in
Cairo, against refusing to extradite them to the

United States or Britain,” the New China News
Agency said in a Tripoli dispatch dated
Wednesday.

In reporting what it said was an exclusive
interview held in a tent outside Libya's second
city Benghazi, the news agency quoted Gaddafl
nuyhirthtmuﬂu'ﬂn‘l]:l-umﬂnuld
be mixed.

"There are many parties involved in the
disputed bombing case and all could

pate in the investigation and trial of the

casc,"the news agency quoted him as saying.

It said Gaddafi told its reporters he had
discussed a Cairo trial plan with Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak.

The Egyptian leader "expressed readiness
to help prevent an scalation of the current
tensfon, indicating Egypt does not want to see
one more UN resolution against Libya, “ the

ncy said.

Gaddafi said the two men could be turned
over to Malta or the Arab League , “Not the US
or Britian,” the news agency said.

United Nations sanctions against Libya
came into force last week to try to force
Tripoli to hand over for trial two men accused
of blowing up a Pan Am airliner over Lockerbie,
Scotland, in 1988, killing 270 people.

The sanctions ordered a halt in flights to
Libyl.-blnunlrnuuhmdnﬂﬂmdwn
of diplomatic representation, but excluded
Libya's lifeline— oll exports.”"We are sure, a
hundred per cent, that they are innocent,
Gaddafl said.

"It violates Libyan law, international law and

citizens to foreign countries,” he said.

Britain and the United States, in line with a
UN resolution in January insist on the
unconditional surrender of the men for trial in

either country.

Calling the current crisis "a problem of two
persons, not a problem of a country,” Gaddafi
said "It is meaningless and unjustified to

riish 2
FuAthl'jzl report adds: The Arab League's
justice ministers on Wednesday gave a mild
endorsement to Libya but stopped short of
condemning the United Nations embargo
against it.

A communigue issued at the end of a
meeting of the ministers said they "believe the
hgnlm:umuh:nbylﬁylmnlﬂtuulw
way of solving the crisis.”

The ministers said “Libya has clearly
condemned terrorism and says it ready to
cooperate with the competent judicial bodies
to mlhe phenomenon.”

|

“country that com

set May 23 as the starting date
for its first general elections
since two military coups iIn
1987. President Ratu Sir
Penafa Ganilau said Thursday,
reports AP.

The balloting, spannin
eight days in the South Pncd

s more
than 300 islands, had been
scheduled to get under way a
week earlfer. A change over
a computerized system forced
the latest in a serfes of
in May 1987, army Co

Sitiveni Rabuka led soldiers
into Parllament and arrested
the month-old, Indian-domi-

nated government of Prime
Minister Timoci Bavadal

Rabuka led a second coup fous
months later, saying m
of the cthnic Fijians

threatened. .



