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Bohra Community
chief meets PM
The spiritual leader and

Chiel of Dawoodi Bohra
Community, Dr Syedena
Mohammad Beorhanuddin
Sabeb, called on Prime
Minister Be Khaleda Zia at
her residence yesterday
evening. The leader of the
communily presented a

cheque for Tk 25 lakh to the
Prime Minister's rellef fund for

the Myanmar . s
<l refugees, report

Student killed
in road

SHERPUR. Apr 22: A de-
examinee was hit and

Bakshigan
upazfla, a student of Sherpur
GCovernment College, was
crossing road when the truck
ran over him, reports UNB

PDF rally

today
By Staff Correspondent

Patriotic Democratic Front
(PDF) will hold a rally today =t

Purana Paltan to press
home 1ts for resciving
present political erists in the
country.

Bangladesh has received a
commitment of 2.1 billlon US
dollar in aid for the 1992-93
financial year at the Aid Club
meceting in Paris.

According to sources, of the
total commitment, 8 1.4 — 8
1.5 billion will be as project
aid, 8 0.45 — $ 0.50 billion as
commodity aid and $ 0.20 bil-
lion as food aid.

This pledge is in addition to
600 milllon US dollar
promised recently to finance
flood protection plan and it
did not take into account the
assistance donors might pro-
vide to help Bangladesh cope
with Rohingya Muslim refugees
crossing the border from
Myanmar to escape the brutal-
ity of the Myanmar troops. A
spokesman told BSS last night
alter the two-day meeting that
ended yesterday.

‘The government has won
much praise for its sound fiscal
and monetary policies and our
request have been met’, he
added.

Joseph Wood, the World
Bank Vice President and
Chairman of the Bangladesh

BOISHAKH 10,1399 BS

Star Report

Aid Consortium, presided.

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman led the six-member
Bangladesh dclegation.

UNDB adds: World Bank and
IMF at the Paris Consortium
meeling criticised crucial
weaknesses in Bangladesh's
budgetary management and re-
form programmes bul recom-
mended continued donors'
support to government efforts
to correct the lapses.

Fattening size of govern-

ment, dismal performance of
leading public enterprises,
poor management, decision
dilemma in ADP implcmenta-
tion, corruption and inefli-
ciency in power and julc sec-
tor, diversion of subsidies to
privileged sectors were among

‘the major {ssues that earmed

the donors’ dissatisfaction on
the first day of the Paris meet
on Tuesday.

Lilting the Bangladesh
cconomy still moves with low
savings and investment will
require ‘high level”™ of donors’
support to reinforce and com-
plement government efforts,
said World Bank representative

Pradip Mitra at the inaugural
scssion of the meet, according
to a message recetved in Dhaka
yesterday from the French
capital.

International Monectary
Fund (IMF) representative
Ichiro Otani pointed out stag-
nance in agreed reflorms In
scveral areas, rparticu]arly in
privatisation of public enter-
prises and rationalising losscs
in the state-run units.

But he simultancously said
government ‘efforts cannot
succeed without active donor
assistance.’

Ichiro Otani, IMF Division
Chief for Central Asian
Department, recommended
for the donors to continuc
“strong support” to Bangladesh
as the country cannot afford
recourse to non-concessional
borrowing.

Both the Bank and the
Fund, the institutions usually
speak for the Aid Club mem-
bers, were strongly critical of
the mment for failing to
keep pace with many of the
reform programmes.

Macro-economic perfor-
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mance, revenuc collection in
particular, was, however, ap-
preciated.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman represented the
country at the meet where he
sought from donors 2.15 bil-
lion US dollar in aid for next
fiscal's development budget.

World Bank singled out four
losing enterprises — Power
Development Board, Railway,
BJMC and BJC — and sug-
gested urgent steps to cul
their loss to rational size.

Improvements in the bud-
getary management would not
be eflective in increasing pub-
lic savings unless cflorts arc
made to "control the rapid
growth of personnel costs and
strong actions are initiated to
stem the growing losses of
public sector corporations,”
warned Pradip Mitra, World
Bank economist.

"Bad management and cor
rupt practices,” Mitra said,
"have become decply embed-
ded in the PDB and the gov-
ernment must be willing to
confront directly the spccial

See Page 12 Col 7
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Ghah recelves 'guarantee’

.Rohmgyas will

return under
UN supervision

BANGKOK, Apr 22: The
United Nations has received
assurances that Muslim refu-
gees who have fled Myanmar to
Bangladesh will be able to
return home under UN super-
vision, according to UN
Secrctary General Boutros
Ghali, reports AFP.

"We have received a guaran-
tec that the refugees will be
able to return under the su-
pcrvision of a representative of
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees,” Boutros Ghall said
in an interview published here
today by the Engligh-language
daily The Nation.

Over 200,000 Muslims from
Myanmar, known as Rohingyas,
have fled to Bangladesh over
the past few months because of

alleged widespread atrocities

commitied by Myanmar
Yangons ruling junta h"ui-'

nicd the charges, which in-
clude rape and murder.

Myanmar Fo Minister
Ohn Gyaw is scheduled to ar-
rive in Bangladesh's capital,
Dhaka, Thursday for a six-day
visit aimed at secking a solu-
tion to the refugee crisis.

“There is a political will on
both sides to solve the prob-
lem,” said Boutros Ghali.

The UN chief, who left here
for New Delhi on Tuesday,
asked Thailand to back the UN
moves during a mecting with
former prime minister Anand

n
Anand told Boutros Ghali
that Thailand would try to talk
with Myanmar about the prob-
Sce 'age 12 Col 4

Awamd | chiefl Shelkh
Hasina has for revival of
the national unity that inspired

the people to fight the War of
Independence in 1971,

Such a unity, she said, was
the most urgent need of the
hour to bring aboutl peoplc's
cmancipation for which the
Liberation War was fought.

This unity was also neces-
sary to resist the killers and
collaborators of 71 out to de-
siroy the country's indepen:
dence and sovercignty, Sheikh
Hasina told a big uhhc meet -
ing in the city W

The Leader nf the
Opposition in Parlament ap-
pealed to the freedom fighters
who fought for the country's
sovereignty and truly believed
in the spirit of the war o
abandon the party that pro-
tects the killers and collabora-
tors of ‘7] and join the masses
demand trial of war crimi-
Golam Azam.

The Awami League con-
vened the meeting demanding
trial of Golam Azam, of

Indemnity Ordinance and
protest the deterforation of
and order and the price-
of essentials.
oting that there were
freedom ters In the rul
BNP, the AL chiefl gquestio
"How can the freedom fighters

belong to a party that protects

3

o

K1

By Staff Correspondent

ones during the war?

The AL leader accused both
the Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia and the Jamaat leader
Abbas Alf Khan of pushing the
country towards a ctvil war by
delivering provocative
speeches.

Criticitsing BNP-Jamaat rela-
tions. an angry Hasina ques-
tioned: "Did the people vole
the BNP to power to protect
and patronise the killers and
collaborators of 1971 77

Referring a recent public
meceting organised by the
lttchadul Ummah in the city,
she said, “The killers of ‘71
and ‘75 are now delivering
speeches [rom the same dais
and the government is backing
them.”

Thousands of slogan-chant-
ing workers of the Awami
League thronged the
Bangabandhu Avenue, the road
in front of the Awami

central office, and the
Democracy :
The c spread over to

Nawabpur Road and crammed
the street-side houses to listen
o the public resses of the
Awami League central leaders.

Vehicular traflic came to
standstill while placard bear-
ing men and women shouted
“Joy Bangla ... Joy
. and “the trial of
Golam Azam will take place on
the soll of Bengal.”

The AL volunteers wearing
red and green arm-bands
maintained discipline during
the mecting.

in her 15-minute speech,

Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meeting at Bangabandhu Avenue in the city yesterday.

Unite to combat killers, |
collaborators : Hasina

the opposition leader was very
critical of the government
role in handling the Golam
Azam issue.

Defending the public trial of
"war criminal’ Golam Azam, she
said that the organisers ol the
trial by no means took laws
into their own hands. “People
rise to realise their demands
when the law of the land
doesn't take its own course.’
she said.

The AL leader wondered
how freedom fighters and
Lru-l.lbcrlunn elements could

charged with sedilion
while the killers moved freely

She asked the government
to withdraw the cascs against
the 24 noted personalities of
the Gono Adalat tmmediately.
“Otherwise, the people would
compel the government to do
80,” she warned.

The AL leader reiterated
htl" allegation that the ruling

Y was dillydallying In re-
pealin the Indemnity
Drd:trm-r and asked the gov-
emment Lo scrap the black law
immediately for ensuring rule
of law in the country.

Hasina urged her audience
to go to the mosques for
prayers and also resist the
anti-liberation Jamaat-Shibir
group from using the mosques
to do politics.

"The Jamaalis can never be
Musiims, because [slam docs
nol permil genocide, rape and
arson that the party let loese
during the Liberation War',
she said.

See Mage 12 Col |

Khaleda asks
partymen (O step
up activities

BNP Chalirperson Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
Wednesday asked her party
workers to step up organisa-
tional activities up to the
grassroots level, reports UNB.

* Begum Zia's call camc
when she was exchangin
views with party leaders an
workers on the current polit-
cal situation as well as organi-
sational matters at BNP cen-
tral office at Dhanmond{ last
night

Present at the mecting
were ministers, MPs and lead-
ers ol the front organisations
of the ruling party. They in
cluded Works Minister
Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia,

Sco ]iﬂj."l" 12 Col §

Gunmen attack

BNP MP's house.| §

at Gulshan

Unidentified gunmen
Wednesday attacked the
Gulshan residence of ruling
party MP Manzurul Hasan
Munshi and fired four rounds
of bullets at the vehicles

parked inside the compound, |

Guilshan police said here

Wednesday, reports BSS.
Manzurul Hasan, a parlia

ment member from Deviddar

constit in Comilla, was at
home during the attack.
The police said three gun

men parked their jeep about
50 yards from the gate of the
residence. One of them got
down from the jeep and fired
from the gate four rounds of
buliets on the three vehicles

parked inside, they said

648 expelled on first

 day of SSC exams

By Staff Correspondent

Al lcast 648 cxamineces
were cxpelled on the first day
of this year's Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) Examinations
for adopting unfair means du-
ring the examinations Wed-
nesday.

No untoward incident was,
nowever, reported during the
cxaminations held at 528 cen-
tres under Dhaka. Rajshahi,
Comilla and Jessore Boards.
The examinations yesterday
was held on Bangla 1st paper.

Of the expelled, 89 exami-
nees ‘were expelled from ten
districts under Dhaka Board,
336 examinces, from thirteen
disiricts under Rajshahi Board,
203 examinees, from 12 dis-
tricts under Comilla Board and
20 examinees, from five dis-
tricts under Jessore Board.

Of the total 89 cxpelled un-
der Dhaka Board, 15 were ex-
pelled from Narsingdi district,
16 from Munshiganj district,
one from Manfkganf district,
cight from Faridpur déstrict,
two from Madaripur district,

two from Shariatpur district,
one from Rajbart district, five
[rom Gopalganj district, two
from Sherpur district and 38
from Mymensingh district.

Ol the expelled under
Rajshahi Board, 62 examinces
were expelled f[rom the
Rangpur district, 59 (rom
Gailbandha district. 42 from
Pabna district, 27 from Btr
district, 97 from Dinajpur
trict, 21 from Thakurgao
district, five from Hnjalmlﬂ dh
trigt, one from Nawaganj dis-
trict, five from Naogaon dis:
trict, 15 from Sirajganj district
and two from Ntlphamari dis-
Lrict.

Of the total 203 expelied
cxaminees under Comilla
Board, 73 students were ex-
pelled from the Comilla dis-
trict, 47 from Cox's Bazar dis-
trict, 18 from Feni, one [rom
Brahmanbaria, 12 from Habi-
ganj, 13 from Sylhet, one from
Laksmipur, three from Sunam-
ganj, two from Maulvibazar, 13
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A view uI'SSC examinations at Willes Little Flower Schoel

centre In nty yesterday.

Indian cu

uﬁrn that allowed partial

Frightened exporters (n
Dhaka satd the Indians can

Indian currency

now trade 80 per cent of thetr
export proceeds in the free
markets them the ad-
outpricing
exports.
Indian exporters are being
benefitted from the
eonvertibility factlity as
the premium on export earn-
ings retained is considerable —
rrpuﬂedl'y more than 25 per

M a result, they can now of-
fer items at cheaper prices
wooing away buyers having old
busincss connections with
%h into the Indian market-

Exporters here attributed

vantage

ext

—Star photo

reform hitsBangladesh exports

the recent slump In the export
earnings of traditional items
like jute, tea, leather and
shrimp much to the impact of
Indtan currency reforms.
The situation might even
turm worse, cau the ex
, a8 Indian Ministry of
nance secing the positive
impact of partial convertibility

"It's a e and death situa-
tion for Bangladesh's export
trade when (ts competitive
ness is at a dismal state
because of dechini labour
productivity and withdrawal of
all direct cash incentives,” said
a top executive of a leading
chamber

With the elimination of dil-
lcrences between official and
exchange rates in

m he said, there s
no

um ket for
exporicrs wage carners in

lhl#-h.
SEM (Secondary

providing a good shadow rate
for cxternal value of Taka
which is no more there.

Even the EPB (Export
Performance Benefit) scheme
which used to provide a token
incentive o was also
climinated with the unification
of dual exchange rate in
January, sald the chamber
eador.

Talking to UNB, some
leading exporters cautioned
that unless an immediate s
i» not taken to offset the shoe
of the Indian currency re-
forms, the country's export
trade is certain to face a severe

Exchange Markel) rate was joit.

If market Is once lost, it
will be very difficult to regain
the lost ground, particularly
when the competitor s an
economic monster like India,
an exporter observed.

Recently, the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) has reviewed
the situation and urged the
Ministry of Finance to take an
immediate step in this regard.

The chamber has s
pariial convertibility of as
an immediate measure to
make Bangladesh! exporters
enable to compete with Ihl
Indians.

ted

| the stluation of the BCI
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| Dhaka hopeful

of fruitful
talks with
Myanmar FM

By Taufique Imrose Khalidi

to be guardedly upbea
positive outcome bf the
ministerial level talks with
Myanmar that begin tomorrow

“This is no normal diplo
matic visil," says an offictal and
Dhaka has taken ‘cxtensive
preparations’.

"We belicve we'll be able 1o
find a solution and hopefully a
lasting one,” sald a senior lor

the talks fail.
claborate.

A l4-member high-pow
cred Yangon delegation led by
Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw ar-
rives this evening Lo discuss
what Dhaka offlicials say repa-
triation of refugees in salety
and honour at the earliest
possible time." The delegation
includes Information Ministcr
Brig Gen Myo Thant as Alterna-
tive Leader and at lcast three

Sec Page 12 Col 2

BCI branches
iInoperative

Star Report

A prominent lending insti
tution, Bangladesh Commeree
and Investment Ltd. (BCI) has
been hit by a liquidity crisis
and as a resull its branches
have become inoperative.

Reports from Khulna said
that the branch of the BC! has
abruptly ceased operations
without any notice for the last
three days. Hundreds of depos
itors have been crowding the
office.

When contacted Stale
Minister for Finance, Mojibur
Rahman said that he had re
ceiveld inlormation from dif
lerent parts of the country on
He
said that the branches of the
BCl had become unable to

honour claims ol their
clients.
The State Minister, how

ever, said that he would look
into the matter today

Sources said that the bank
had been facing difficulties
since a month, of its hquidity
crisis. The bank could not
honour its clients during the
Eid. The branch of the
bank was specially in a deep
crisis during that period.

Despite repeated attempts,
the Chairman and Managing
Director of the BCI, Mostalizur
Rahman could not be con
tacted for comments.

Mostafizur Rahman.
Awami ue Member ol
Parliament from Sandwip
started the company in 1985
He recently applied to the
Finance Ministry to MNoat the
BCl as a Mall-fledged commer-
cial bank. The application 1s
still under consideration, ac-
cording to BCl sources.

Tomado
strikes

From BAU Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Apr 22: A
lornado hit Mymensingh town
lonight.

Primary report said at least
three persons were killed and

about 150 wounded

At least 3000 houschold .
were also raped o the ground
by the whirlwind that lasted
for about one and a hall min-
utes.

Blast kills 4
at Savar

By DMCH Correspondent

Four persons inchuding two
minors were killed and an-
other two children injured as a
cracker exploded in a house at
Natun Bander village under
Shimulia wunion, Savar,
Wednesday afternoon

sources said, some of

the family members went on
fishing at a nearby canal at
and found a scaled

| container in the canal
and it home as they
thought could be somc-
thing precious in the con-

tainer.

When thq tried te the

container al home, it ted

T

others injured, the [amily
BOUTTCS.
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