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3 killed, 42 hurt

in road mishaps

By Staff Correspondent

Three people were killed
and forty-twe injured in two
scparate road accidents in the
country Tuesday.

Our Rajbart Correspondent
says (wo peo were killed
and 30 1 in a bus acci-
dent near Homail Bridge on the
Ballakandi-Rajbari Highway at
noon Tuesday.

The accident occurred
when a truck collided with a

Azam's writ
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Mohammad lsmail Uddin Sar-
kar and Justice Badrul Islam

Chowdhury.
Assistant Attorney General
Obaidur Rahman pra-

yed for four wecks time to
prepare the affidavit-in-opposi-
tion. He submitted that the
Court had also fssued rule on a
writ petition of Prof Golam
Azam's citisenship which is
very much inter-related with
the rule on his detention un-
der Act and for that
matter both the rule may be
heard one after another. But
priority should be given to the
writ petition challenging the
cid of Golam Azam.

Barrister A R Yusuf appear-
l;g for the petitioner submit-

that the detention matter
being very u t should be
disposed of ml!;n

Alter hearing both the sides
the Court allowed two wecks
time to the government for
filling afMdavit-in-opposition
and thereafter allowed two
weeks Uime to the tioner
for filling reply to t-in-
epposition If any.

Barrister A R Yusul, Barris-
ter Mohammad Korban All,
Barrister Abdur , Advo-
cate Shatkh Ansar Ali MP and
Advocate Ashar{-uz-Zaman
appeared for the petitioner.

Assistant Attorney General .
Obaidur Rahman Mostafa ap-
peared for the government.

passenger bus coming from
Modhukhali.

A 40-year-old unidentified
person died on the spot.

Among the inju Mahbub
(30) succumbed to his Injurics
at Rajbari Hospital. The six
other seriously injured people
who were admitted to Rajbari
and Ballakandi hospitals are:
Kalam (30), Jamjam (25),
Shahdat (45), Nayan (10),

M.#:M (7) and Nizam (285).
¢ driver of the truck
immediately after the

ged in this

Our Bogra Correspondent
writes one was killed
and twelve others injured in a
road accident Tuesday at
Shajapur near Majhira, ten
kilometres from Bogra.

The accident took place
when a Dhaka-bound night
coach (Dhaka Metro Ja-5995)
from Naogaon fell into a ditch.

The dead was identified as
Nazrul Islam (36), a member of

Bangladesh Rifles.

Indo-Bangla
accord to check
border crimes

NEW DELHI, Apr 21: India
and Bangladesh today agreed
to take stringent measures (o
eradicate the growing menace
of smuggling of narcotics and
other trans-border crimes, re-
ports PTI.

The decisions were taken at
the India- h Director
General level talks here today.

The Bangladesh delegation
was Jled by Maj Gen
Muhammad Abdul Latif,
Director General, Bangladesh
Rifles, while the Indian side
was led by T Ananthachari,
Director General of the BSF.
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Jamaat-e-lslami's public meeting In

Tuesday afternoon

Jamaat
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demand of Azam’'s relcase.

Jamaat secretary general
Matiur Rahman Nizami said
that the so- called Gana Adalat
wanted to foil the nascent
democratic process in the
country.

"How can the people who
sell national interest to other
countries be patriots,” he
questioned and added “there
are no pro or anti-indepen-
dence forces in the country
after December 16.7

He alleged that Awami
League-backed Chhatra League
unleashed a reign of terror
across the country and asked
the government to take neces-
sary action.

Presided over by city unit
president A K M | Islam
the rally was addressed, among
others, by Ali Ahsan Moham-

mad Mujahidi, Kamruzzaman,
Abdul r Mollah, Sheikh
Anser Alt, Prof Mujibur

Rahman, Jashimuddin, Satful
Alam Khan and Syed Abdullah
Taher.

Candidates want
medical admission
test cancelled

By Staff Correspondent

The action committee for
cancecllation of the medical
admission test at a press con-

ference Tuesday again threat-

unto death from if its
demands were not met by
then.

The committee demanded
cancellation of the medical
admission test held on April
10 this year alleging leakage
of question LK:pcru on the
night before examination.
it also demanded inquiry into
the matter and punishment to
the persons involved.

The press conference ad-
dressed by Jamuni Hossain,
general secretary of the com-
mittee, claimed that they have
adequate evidence in favour of
their allegation. But the con-
cerned authorities were not
paying heed to their con-
tention, she alleged.

The press conference held
at the National Press Club ac-
cused a coaching centre in the
city titled 'Classic Coaching
Centre' of distributing question
papers of the admission test to
a number of candidates the
night before the test. The
press conference also said that
all the branch offices of the
coaching centre were now
mysteriously closed.

It also mentioned a number
of names of the candidates,
who had got the leaked-out
question papers.

The names included Tania,
daughter of Dr Anisur Rahman,
Prof of Surgery, Dhaka Medical
College: Imon, B-12/ E-1, AGB
Colony, Dhaka; Shahanara
Begum, daughter of Dayan, Al-
Baraka Bank: Sabia Sultana,
daughter of an Additional
Superintendent of Police of

the Special Branch and
Montasim (Laboni) of the Holy
Cross College.

attended by Sazzad Ahmed of
Dhaka College, Tanvira of
Mymensingh Girls' Cadet
College, Mohammad Shahi-
dullah of Comilla Victoria
College, Tauhida of Holy Cross
College and Quamrul of Notre
Dame College.

Dr Kamal off

to Cairo

Renowned lawyer Dr Kamal
Hossain left Dhaka yesterday
for Cairo to attend the 65th bi-
ennial conference of the
International Law Association.
He is chairman of the Commi-
ttee on Sustainable Develop-
ment which deals with legal
aspects of
economic relatfons.

Dr Kamal will return home
on April 26, reports BSS.

— | UNICEEF director
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US dollars in various projects
funded by the UN agency for
the period stretching from
mid-1988 to mid-1993. The
projects are, however, being
executed by the government
and the non-governmental or-
ganisations.
James P.Grant visited
sh several times car-

was in carly 1990.

international

ler. His last visit to Bangladesh

front of the northern gate of Baitul Mokarram Mosque
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Meanwhile, Pakistan, In a
tacit warning to resis-
tance radicals, said today a mi-
nority could not hold up the
formation of a Mujahideen
council to take power in Kabul
The statement by a Foreign

| Office spokesman at a dally

press in Islamabad ap-
peared directed at Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar.

in a sign ol growing
Pakistani impatience, the
spokesman warned thal
Islamabad might give up its ef-
forts to see a Mujahideen
council achteved by consensus.
He said, "if the majority agrees
on a certain plan, it must be
implemented. The minority
must accept a majority deci-
sion in good faith”.

He said Pakistan did not
want any bloodshed and would
"dissociate totally” from
Mujahideen groups impeding
peace or fanning ethnic strife.

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia
called on Afghan Mujahideen
guerillas Monday to unite and
resolve their differences so
that they could instal peace
and stability in their country.

In a message quoted by the
Saudi news agency SPA, the
King said the resistance fight-
ers should "close ranks ... and
settle their marginal differ-
ences with wisdom so as o
guarantee the country’s stabil-
ity and independence and en-
able Afghan emigres to return
home.”

h has constantly sup-
ported the Afghan resistance,
giving it large amounts of fi-
nancial aid.

UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali said
Tuesday he hopes to visit
Afghanistan, where Muslim
guerillas last week ousted

President Najibullah. The UN
chiel declined to' comment on
the situation in tan. He
spent the weekend In
Cambodia and was to leave
later Tuesday for India.

India said today it had not
received a formal uest for
asylum from de Afghan
President Najibullah, expected
to fly to New Delhi as soon as
he can salely leave Kabul,

"The government has re-
ceived no formal request for
asylum from Najibullah but re-
ceived ‘feclers’ in the past’
Minister of State for External

Affairs Eduardo Faleiro told |

parliament.

Earlier, state-owned All-
India Radio quoted Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
as saying that Najibullah's plans
would be known by the
evening.

Official sources in Kabul

Hartal observed
in Sylhet: 20 hurt,
O arrested

From Qur Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 21: A hali-day
hartal was observed in Sylhet
town and other upazilas of the
district today to press home
the demand for the immediate
withdrawal of the government
decision on the closure of the
Natural Gas Fertilizer Factory
at Fenchuganj.

The hartal was called by
Sylhet district unit of the
Jamaat-e-Islami.

All kinds of vehicles includ-
ing rickshaws were ofl the
streets in this busy town dur-
ing hartal hours, Attendance in
all government and private of-
fices including the commercial
banks were thin. All shops at
the markets also remained
closed.

Twenty persons including
two policemen were injured in
a clash between Jamaat-Shibir
activists and transport workers
and members of other political
parties during hartal hours at
Golapganj upazila headquar-
ters. The police fired several
rounds of blanks to disperse
the people. Later on, police ar-
rested nine people who are
stated to be activists of Jamaat.

The ment had earlier
announced that the Natural
Gas Fertilizer Factory would be
closed by the end of the cur-
rent financial year as per a
high-level decision.

A protest meeting was also
held at Court Point with Dr
Shafiqur Rahman, president,
district unit of the Jamaat-¢-

| islami in the chair.

| Mujahideen fail

salid on Monday the embattied
government had agreed in
talks with United Natfons
Envoy Benon Sevan to let
Najibullah leave and he was
likely to fly out later that day

But Sevan later said
Nafbullah was still in Kabul and
negotiations were continuing
about his departure. The ex-
president has taken refuge in
UN offices but the airport is
under the control of rebel fac-
tions.

Najibullah’'s wile and three

are staying al a hotel
in New Delhi's diplomatic en-
clave. Their sixth-floor suites
arc guarded round-the-clock
by police commandos, who
have barred entry lo visitors.

Earlicr, Xinhua said Naj
bullah arrtved in New Delhi on
Monday and was whisked away
to an unknown destination,
local newspaper The Hindus-
tan Times quoted reliable
sources as indicating Monday
night.

The paper said Najibullah's
arrival was kept a closely
guarded secret for obvious se
curity reasons, but the official
word from the Foreign Office
was that he was likely to be in
New Delhi anytime Monday
night.

AFP said a battery ol Indian
officials kept vigil at a military
airficld here Monday night to
receive ousted Alghan Presi-
dent Najfbullah.

Foreign and Home Ministry
officials and intelligence ofli-
cers waited in vain until 1-30
am Tuesday (2000 GMT Mon-
day) for the plane that was to
carry Naj here.

Carloads of police and
National Security Guard Com-
mandos drove into the airfield,
barred to reporters and photo-
graphers who waited outside.

BSC's dilemma
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sation or deduction by the
charterer, the General
Manager added.

Efforts are being made to
scttle the unexpected freight
dispute raised by the owner of
the tanker, he said adding,
"We are contacting the owner's
office in London time and
again to settle the dispute and
ensure the quick arrival of the
tanker at Chittagong Port.”

Talking to this correspon-
dent an official of Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation said
the owner of the worn-out
tanker was making an unnec-
essary and unusual bargain
about the freight payment be-
fore arriving the destination
port, though the extensive de-
lay by the tanker in bringing
the crude caused a serfous dis-
location in the oil sector with
the sudden shut-down of the
country's lone refinery for
some days.

The tanker T T Energy
sailed from Zabaljana port of
the UAE February | and was
scheduled to arrive Chittagong
Port February 12. But being an
overaged and worn-out tanker,
it developed engine troubles at
Fujiara port. It took several
days to get repaired and again
developed similar trouble at
Colombo port on its way to
Chitlagong.

After undergoing repairs at
the Colombo port the tanker
was supposed to arrive here
April 19. But the tanker in-
stead of doing so is lying in the
Bay for a scttlement of the bar-
gain on advance payment of
freight, both BSC and BPC
sources said.

Meanwhile, the owner of
the tanker declared 'General
Average' on it which the BSC
officials said could not be ef-
fective until the discharge of
the cargo.

Normally general average is
declared because of mechani-
cal trouble or unfitness of a
vessel for voyage. However, the
sources said the whole prob-
lem was created only due lo
the carelessness of the BSC
that chartered the worn-out
tanker built in 1970.

The source further said that
at the time of chartering, the
BSC had the opportunity of
availing a seaworthy vessel but
failed to do so due to unknown
reasons.

Besides, there were allega-
tions of oil-spillage by the
tanker T T Energy during its
previous voyage when it an-
chored at the Kutubdia outer

anchorage.

‘Participation of
women in
uplift a must’

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said her
government is determined to
cnsure women s participation
in development activities to
ensure the country's progress
and prosperity, reports UNB

Development Is not possi
ble keeping the womenfolk
neglected ... the Constitution
clearly states equal rights for
women and men and our
progress rests on ensuring
that,” she told a workshop
here today.

Inaugurating the workshop
on “Science, Technology and
Status of Women™ at Osmani
Memorial Hall this morning.
the Prime Minister sald wo
men had been given eentre
stage at the national policy for
alleviating poverty.

The government attached
priority to women's education.
she said adding it had plan to
impart education to about 30
per cent women by 1995 and »
sector styled “Women Develop-
ment” had already been
carmarked in this regard.

The Prime Minister further
said that additional scopes
were being created to create

employment opportunities for

women.

Organised by Women In
Science and Technology: Asia
Region (WISTAR), Bangladesh.,
the inaugural function of the
workshop was chaired by Its
nationa coordinator Dr
Shahida ;

It was also addressed by
Social Welfare Minister Tariqul
Islam, Education Minister Ja-
miruddin Strcar, State Minis
ter for Social Welfare and
Women's Afflairs Begum Sar-
wari Rahman, Chairman of
Bangladesh Women's Federa
tion Selima Rahman, MP, and
UNICEF Representative Cole I

Dodge.

A total of 100 women's rep
resentatives, including 60
from upazilas, are participating
in the workshop which will fo-
cus on lopics like women edu
cation, family planning public
health, nutrition, hygiene and
vocational trainings.

Begum Zia said the govern
ment had a plan to raise
women's guola in government
jobs from 6 to 15 per cent in
next three years.

Under the Fourth Five Year
Plan, she said, about one lakh
women would be trained In
varfous vocational profession
and another one lakh women
wouid be given vocational
training and credit [ac{litics
under “poverty alleviation pro-
gramme.”

A big portion of rural credit
will be distributed among
women while a separate bank
for encouraging women e€n-
treprencurs to participate in
industrial development is un-
der active consideration of the
government.

Later, the Prime Minister
distributed certificates among
36 women participants of a
compuler course.

She also wen!t round differ-
ent stalls set up outside the
Osmani Memorial Hall in con-
nection with the workshop.
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The Midnight File

NATO urges former Soviet
states to join NPT

BRUSSELS, Apr 11

NATO urged former Soviet stales

today to join the 1868 treaty on non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons (NPT), saying there was no rcason for anyone but
Russia to hold on to nuclear arms, reports Reuter.

16 more killed in Punjab violence
CHANDIGARH, Apr 21: A contractor and five salesmen of

two liguor vends and ten militants were 16 persons
kilied in Punjab since last night. The m operations

launched by the Chandigarh police continued today with five

sus

pects being nabbed in sector nine. A contmactor and two

salesmen of a liquor vend were shot dead by militants in
village Urban in Mansa district last night, reports PTL

Lack of govt
faresightedness
gives rise 1o
Azam issue: JP

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party has said
that the present crisis over
Colam Azam was created due
to the lack of foresightedness
of the government.

Leaders of the dis-
cussed the couritry’s political
situation at a meeting of the
Party Working Committee with
Acting Chairman Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury in the
chair at its Kawran Bazar office.

The JP lcaders stressed the
need of being united at any
cost lo foll any conspiracy
against the country's | n
dence

The meeting also adopted a
resolution that after reviewing
the political sifuation over Lhe
next two days, the party’s ex
ecutive committee would hold
a meeting on Thursday to take
major decisions.

Acting Parllamentary Part
lecader Maudud Ahmecr,
Secretary General Shah
Moazzem Hossaln, Major Gen
[retd) M Shamasul Hugq, Shetkh
Shahidul Islam, TIM Fazlcy
Rabbi, M A Sattar, Mahbubul

Huq Dolon, Faruk Raahid
Chowdhury, Ruhul Amin
Hawlader. Manirul Huq

Chowdhury, Ziauddin Ahmed
HBablu, Kazi Feroz Rashid, Nitoy
Roy Chowdhury, Ismael
Hossain Bengal, Abdus Salam
and Touflika Karim were pre:
sent at the meeting.

Boy beaten

to death

By Staff Correspondent

A young by was beaten lo
death in the Shaheenbag arca
of the city late Monday night.

Tejgaon police arrested two
persons from the area in this
connection Tuesday evening.

The arrested persens werce
Anwar and Nayeem. They ad-
mitted to police that they beat
the boy on suspecting him to
be a thief, said Tejgaon police.

The victim was about 16
and could not be identified,
police said.

Tejgaon police also said that
they recovered the body from
the road near House No 425 in
Saheenbag where Anwar, onec
of the two accused lived.

China offers

initiative to

help solve
Rohingya issue

China favours resolving the
Rohingya problem be-
tween and Myan-

mar in a spirit. of mutual
u and accommo-
dation, the Chinese Commu-

nist Party official Ziang Gudng
Tuesday

Hua said ;
“We have always stood for a

reasonable and timely resolu-
tion of the problem between
the two neighbouring
tries lhl"tll‘l fﬁﬂ'ﬂy
tion and on the basis of
point of peacefu -
existence,” Deputy
of Liafson Department of
Chinese Communist Party .
“As [riends ol both -
ladesh and Myanmar we
ready to do whatever both
sides expect us to do,
lold BSS in an Interview
to his departure for home
an ecight-day visl

il

Bzl

i

1

Ziang, who led a six-mem-
ber delegation, visited Bang-
ladesh at the invitation of
Prime Minister and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia,

Describing his visit as
‘complete success®, the Chi-
nese Communist Party official
sald 1t would further streng-
then the understanding and
existing [riendly relations
between the two countries
which date back to many cen-
turies.

Ziang recalled his meetings
with Prime Minister Begum’
Khaleda Zia, BNP Secretary
General and LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder and
other central leaders of the
party and said the discussions
he and members of his declega-
tion had during those meet-
ings were “very fruitful.”

SSC exams
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candidates of the board,
70,175 are male and 36,117
are female candidates. 28,041
candidates of the board will
appear in science group and
69 558 candidates in humani-
ties group. There are also
7.793 private candidates ap-
pearing In this year's SSC ex-
aminations f{rom Jessore




