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Poverty Alleviation in Asia

Asia is a land of paradox in more than just
sense. In terms of
record

one
too, the same axiom
has the enviable
growth rate In

Asia stands out to be a

:L'tu like Nepal, Bhutl:ah a Brivcs
eir problems,

lands Bangladesh. But essential truth is
that Is quite not just in a few

countries but in some s of the most pros-
perous of the nations in the : :

The [our golden d"‘lﬂ“'nd . — SnuMﬂ:tt
Singapore, Hong K a iwan —
the aspiring ones —mﬂua)mu and Thailand — are
well set on course for an industrial showdown
with the industrial heavyweights of today. That
economic boom has, however, not been matched
by comparable rise in the q
secu in those countries. As for the countries at
the bottom of the list, the situation can ﬂ be
qualified with the epithet—abject. So the of
Povenyallﬂhuunmmauutnbel?#chﬂkngc
or the entire region. The o difference be-
tween them is that some are better placed to
take up that ch ¢ and the rest are not.

The question of infusing masstve doses of for-
eign aid does not simply arise. The im ant

t is how best to use the available aid. Notably,
ngladesh has recefved aid amounting to a lit
over $ 25 billion over the past 20 years without
ever achmw: target growth. Discreet and ra-
tional aid ut tion is therefore the most desired

object in the whole process of development.
angladesh's economic performance has been
dismal during the last {inancial year, to say the
least. A decline of Gross National Product (GDP)
growth from 6.6 per cent to 3.3 per cent in a
ar points to the fact that the country cannot af-
ord to be indisciplined in its financial manage-
ment. Its liberal industrial policy has been lav-
ishly praised abroad but the fact remains that
furegn entrepreneurs are yet to be highly inter-
ested in investment here.

Deceleration of agricultural growth coupled
with environmental degradation is the most
alarming symptom for the policy-makers and
planners of the country. This makes it incumbent
upon Bangladesh and other countries to look at
the region's environmental problem and other
related issues from a close quarter and bring
about a solution to them. Collectively. they can
fight the environmental degradation more eflec-
tively. Man, evidently is at the centre of all devel-
opment efforts and still his environment has with
him an inseparable relationship. So there is the
need for striking a balance between economic
growth and preservation of environment.

One silver-lining in the overall dismal situation
is that the number of the poor in Asia will de-
crease the year 2000. This gain, however, will

rovide little comfort unless the size of the popu-
tion can be restricted within a cértain limit. In
countries like Bangladesh, the population growth
is far outpacing the economic threate
to burst at the seam of the land borders. This
eventually poses to be a potential threat of re-
jonal and even global order. Collective effort,
erefore, can be the only answer to the problem.

Frustration —Red Army Style

Suicide rate among Russian army personnel
has sudd shot to the level it was during the
infernal Stalinist purges in and around 1937.
Whereas in '89 cases of suicide in the Russian
forces accounted for a meagre 1.9 per cent of all
deaths there, in '91 it jumped to 21.9 per cent.
The incredible was yet to happen. For the first
three months of ‘92 the percentage of suicide
among all kinds of deaths in the Russian army hit
38 per cent — similar to that of the Great Purge
proportion. Why ? What can be the reason of this

reat leap into self-inflicted death? Certainly

ussia is not passing through another purge after
the Stalinist fashion! Any suggestion of commu-
nistic remnants being harassed and pushed over
to such death can be dismissed outright. In to-
dﬂf"! Russia no one quarter, nor even Yeltsin him-
self, has the ways to push anyone to anywhere.

Lcavt:& out other contributing factors mm;y of
which will be rather beyond our understanding,
we perhaps can e in seeing in the sad phe-
nomenon a far too lugubrious expression of a col-
lecttve — specially national — frustration. A frus-
tration very patently
Soviet Union which, in spite of a d of non-
Russian contribution and in spite of the German
timmortals Marx and Engels working as a foun-
tainhead of it all — was the test achievement
of the Russian mind and the Russian sacrifices
and was an unrivalled flowering of their national
B,:nlua started by Peter the great, rather than by

e great Lenin.

er the Communist Party, or is it even before
the party, the Red Army stood for the massive
social heave aimed at us in a new dawn for
mankind — and that fantastic undertaking took so
much in blood and tear to realise and make the
Union not o stick for over seven decades but
to become d leader on so many counts. In the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the Red Army, most
of which forms the present Russian army, can
very tly see a personal defeat beyond any con-
cetvable proportion, a damning of all that it has
stood ? to and buiit. .

No deliberate or forced dose of chauvinistic
big-brothership ure can at the moment shove
up the Russian spirit. We do not accept the west-
ern branding of the Soviet Union as the Russian
Empire — it was far different than that from the
very outset and till the very last. Nevertheless,
the Russians are surely going to pass thro the
excrucia national pain that Spaniards sulfered
after reaching the Philip V height of Elory and
then losl.n&‘l in a to become a European
h — the process that the British have been
to cope with ever since the abdication of
the Raj. The Russian army suicide res are one
goud-lndeedvcfytraglc——a‘lgnn the Russian
people ent that process of transforming the
Erucnt situation of humiliation into a state of

u

mility.
In the meantime what will ha
. Human Dream that was Ins

Union — more than it was ever done by Platoes

and Irasmuses and Thomas Mores?

out of the collapse of the

\ governunen
policies that cut back wellare
assistance for the further im-
poverishment of the already

poor.

Urban infrastructures in
most developing country
-cities have not been able
:tp up with expanding
need. In Nairobi, for example,
the per capita spending for
water and sewerage fell [rom
$28.00 to $2.50 in 1987. In
Calcutta, about 3 million peo-
ple live in shanty towns with-
out potable water. In Karachi,
only a third of urban house-
holds have a pipe water con-
nection. In Bangkok. less than
a third of the people have ac-
cess to piped water: so many
houscholds have dug wells that

T the Hotel Cambodian,
Phnom Penh's newly
aflluent mingle with
Western diplomats, United
Nations officlals, foreign
investors and tourists. They

will spend more in one night
what high-ranking civil
servants would earn In a
month.

Across from Phnom Penh's
only luxury hotel, Foreign
Ministry official Sieng
Kimhoun lives {n a house at the
back of his wife's bamboo cof-
fecshop and restaurant. Sieng's
ﬂmlnﬁ: of US$2]1 a month
would be eaten up immediately
il he spent a night out at the
Hotel Cambodian.

The economic liberalisation
that accompanied Cambodia's
fragile peace has produced
overnight millionaires — and
triggered high prices and a
crisis in the public sector. Like
most government employees,
Sieng cannot live on his state

Decades of war have left
this traumatised South-east
Asian nation on the brink of
social breakdown.

Privatisation and market
reforms have created an esti-
mated 50 milliopaires in
Phnom Penh. Bul the gap
between the new Phnom Penh
clite and the dirt-poor has
grown wider and resentments
arc surfaeing.

In December, violent
protests erupted over whole-
sale disposal of government
buildings and businesses by
corrupt officials. At least seven
people were killed by soldfers
sent to restore order.

Tens of thousands ol gov-
ernment employees have not

by Aprodicio Lagquian

The gap between the very rich and the very poor-whether it be in London, New Delhi,

Caracas or

Lagos-continues to widen. In the industrialised world. The homeless warm

themselves on sidewalk subway grills in front of the a ments and hotels of the
wealthy. In the developing countries, the continuincpﬁnood of mrty-ltrizien r:‘rz
villagers into urban areas is essentially-little more than a shift of the poor from an already
miserable countryside to an even more forlorn and despairing urbanscape.

the watler table has been caus-
ing the land to subside.

The Homeless : From New
York to Bombey

Pavement dwellers and the
homeless used to be found
mainly in Third World cities
like Bombay. Calcutta and
Madras. New, an estimated
600,000 o 3 million people
in America are homeless, with
about 35,000-70,000 in New
York, and 6,000 in San Fran-
Cisco.

The conservative
and fscal policies of 1t
administration severely
federal grants for so-
cial and wellare programmes
Appropriations for subsidised
housing were cut from 833
billion in 1981 to 88 billon In
1988. The effects of such
policies have been hardest on
the mega-city poor. In Los
Angeles, “fhﬂ ts
have gone down by 33%.
iIn New York, programmes
for the homeless have increas-
relied more on commu-
nity philanthropy, providing
shelters and soup kitchens for
the homeless, transitional
housing, and health and coun-
selli While these eflorts
have able to help a few,
authorities and non -
mental organisations
arc finding that quite a propor-
tion of the homeless are be-
yond their reach.

It was estimated, for ex-
ample . that about hall of
women in transitional housing
in New York have a drug prob-
lem. The problem of the

Cambodia

Instant Riches, Difficult

been paid since last ycar.
Unpaid soldiers have tumed to
banditry in the countryside,
adding to Cambodia's worsen-
ing crime situation.

Up to two years ago, aid
from the former Soviet Unijon
and Eastern Europe helped to
subsidise salaries of govern-
ment workers.

But with the of the
Soviet bloc, that critical aid to
Phnom Penh has dried up.

The average family in
Phnom Penh needs a monthly
income of at least US$133.
Clearly, Sieng Kimhoun's fam-
ily would starve if the income
from his wife's restaurant
didn't make up the difference.

Teachers, doctors and
nurscs have all become victims
of the new social order, forced
to look for ways to supplcment
their meagre state salaries,
Almost every government offi-
cial has a wife making money
in the privale sector.

Some ministers like Hun
Sen adviser Uch Kiman have
vacated their own villas to rent
them out to foreigners, in
order to secure a reasonable
income.

So Theary, a foreign-edu-
cated interpreter at the
Forcign Ministry, helps her
sister squeeze fruit juices at a
roadside cafe, in between
monitoring all foreign radio
broadcasts for the ministry.

Diplomats say these
problems will be exacerbated

homeless in America has
reached a point where
President Bush himsell has
called it 'a national shame'.
The problem seems to be
iniractable as it involves to
seClors.

in the mid-1960s , the

metropolitan solution was

nlltln Toronto, Oreater

. the Bangkok Metro-
polis and Metro Manila,
metropolitan government

- the
services, asser-
mm-ﬂh:“m-lﬂn
general ineflectiveness of some

area-wide solutions further
eroded the capacities of

metropolitan governments.
The Pathology of the City

There are few areas where
iraditional religions and

Communist agree to-
w;mmﬂmﬂ
evil is one of them. Recent de-

velopments in urban
scem to bear out their dire

into of a gener
ation of fve-year-olds prena-
tally exposed to the

statements that
tourists . Tokyo's rapidly
aging work worries about
future security at the same
time that younger couples are
faced with the counter- B
sures of caring lor lﬂ.:r.‘ly
parents In cramped, over-
priced housing or evading
their responsibilitics and pur-
ng a consumer -oricnted

Economic liberalisation produces a wide gap
between instant millionaires and the dirt poor
in the country best known for its killing fields.
Tom Fawthrop of IPS reports from Phnom Penh

when an estimated 350,000
Cambodtan refugees are repa-
triated from camps In
Thafland. Their journey back
has to be prepared for with a
massive de-mining operation
to de-activate thousands of
mines planted in ficlds by the
four warring factions during 12
of ctvil war

Besect by factional Infighting .

and corruption, the Hun Sen
government is barely coping.

Said Uch Kiman: "When we
were socialists all western
governments were hostile to
us. Now the West has forced us
to adopt market forces. We are
criticised for allowing the gap
between the rich and the poor
to get wider, it seems we can't
win."”

Khicu Khanarith, a former

journalist who is now adviser

to the Hun Sen regime, is a
strong critic ol the govern-
ment's recent privatisation
binge, selling ofl nearly all gov-
emnmment asscls.

Khanarith said people
wrongly see economic liberali-
sation as “some kind of wonder
drug that you can take onc pill
and cure cverything. | try to
make people understand that

address.
"Rajonigondha"

Sir. This refers to one of my
previous letters captioned
"Change and Expense’ pub-
lished in the month of
February in your journal.

The issue was related to the
changing of the name of Bi-
man's executive class 'Ra-
jonigondha'. | was against the
change on the plea that the
name Rajonigondha {s In-
nocent such change would
inecur fture. It was
argued by some of yoyr corre-
spondents that Rajonigondha
is being nonﬂdernﬂjou an em-
blem of grief in some
Southeast Asian countries. In
order to get this matter con-
firmed | ly wrote to
some of my Southeast Asian
friends.

Now, on the basis of the in-
formation received from all my
contacts, | would safely con-
clude that Rajonigondha is not
exclusively considered as an
emblem of grief in the
Southeast Asian countries.
Rather it is considered as it is
— one of the lovely flowers.
Interestingly, some personali-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

tics representing Southeast
Asian countries were nol found
even familiar with tube-rosel

Whatever the pros and
cons, there still stands one vi-
tal fact, that is, Rajonigondha
is a part of our culture. Hence
we'll greet people according to
our culture and norms. Culture
varies from country to country,

society to society.

, for instance, Agar-
batti is usually used in our
country during religious func-
tions, We light ' tf' when
someone dies. Agarbatti is also
used in many shops in our
country as freshness. So, there
are varied uses ol ti. We
cannot denote ti as an
emblem of grief because peo-
ple used to put them on the

graves.
So, Biman may re-consider
our not to banish the

name of 'Rajonigondha’ from
its executive class.

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, :
Dhaloa

Sir, We are happy to note
the formation of "Labour Law
Commission”, which appeared
as a news item in the media.

According to the report this
commission has been formed
with tatives of various
Govt. and non-Govt. organisa-
tions. Provision has also been
kept for inclusion of woman
representatives.

The “Probashi-O-Prottyagato
Bangladeshi Kollyan Shangho”
fecls inclusion of a couple of

tatives of this associa-
tion in the commission will be
appropriate for covering the
whole range of concerned
people. That will make if a fully
represcentative body. Repre-
sentatives of the Shangho will
be in a better position lo
of lacs of

Obvious can also advise
for solution of various

problems in a better and
effective way which will be a

h:lg to the government In

the market economy needs far

economists to run it.”

Many Cambodians are
pinning their hopes on the
arrival of the United Nations
Transitional Authority for
Cambodia (UNTAC), the

OPINION

of lfe,

Drug-related and
assassinations plague
h_rﬁ'u.“uﬂ
Toronto. Riots break in
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Some of the most disadvan

keeping force mandated
the peace accords signed
last year.

But the sudden influx of
22,000 UN forces may only ag-
gravate this social and eco-
nomic crisis, according to
Brian Veal, director of CIDSE,
a non-government isation
prowiding development aid
from various Catholic coun-
tries.

“We are worried- that the
UN will further dis-
tort the local economy with
UN salaries tempting all the
best qualified Cambodians to
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on civic conscience, charity.
it s only natural for a time
lag between technology and

the future of the mega-city —

human species-may not be so
bright.

—  Third World Network
Peatures/Work in Progress
fUntted Nations Universityl

Dr Aprodicie Laquian (s
with the United Nations
Population Fund. The abouve
article s excerpted from his

paper o the Tokyo Mega-Cilty
Symposium

abandon their jobs in Lhe min-
stries,” Veal said

While the UN presence will
bring a boom to shops, restau-
rants and hotels, it has already
led to skyrocketing rents and
land prices. A few land specu-
lators — mostly Chinese busi-
nesamen, overscas Khmers
and some high-ranking ofli-
clals — are making a killing
while everyone clse is losing
out in this uncontrolled reign
of the market.

Diplomats and relief work-
ers arc worried that if this
massive two bilHon dellar UN
operation runs aground
between Lthe bandits, the
minefields and the corrupt
government, waiting in the
wings at their second chance
for power will be the dreaded
Khmer Rouge.

Domestic Help : Charity, Compassion and
Understanding Needed

This is in response to the

she will appear to be grousing
about her domestic help. The
implication may be that just
because of circumstances,
someone, who has been re-
duced to work as a domestic
help has lost all the qualities of
a decent human being.

The writers of both the let-
ters are school teachers of
some sort, possibly, in some
fancy school in some posh
arca. Well, | really have no
complaints about how the lan-
guage was used. But, what is
objected to here is that the
teachers who have so little re-

or respect for other hu-
man beings and their [eelings

— how can t}nybemzn'm-'

ples to their stu who
look upon them as their model
and guide ? Al , this {s a
bit removed from the subject
of our discussion, but, some
ycars in a conversation
with a Western educator, who
had many of experience
in the sub-continent, men-
tioned to me that the high rate
of school drop outs in these
countries i{s not only because of

but also because of the
cruelty of the teachers (also of
the parents) meted out to the
students.

After reading Ms Ara's let-
ter carefully, the following
points and complaints can be
distilled : a) she can not keep
her servants, b) the servants
do not have proper credentials
or are fabricated, c) she is
running a training center for
servants, presu , meaning
that she is not getting paid for
offering this valued training, d)
after has taught them ev-
erything she knows, which |
assume is a lot and of high
quality, they leave for greener
pastures — O, poor Ms Ara | |
really feel sorry for her. e)

also, after she has "medicated”
them, though, she claims she
is a teacher and not a physi-
"cian and offered them

‘trmu.llﬂu' — whatever that
is whichever manner she

dispenses these services re-
mains a — acu
and an alluring possibility for
me — they become so ungrate-
ful and shameless that
cast their eyes and tra
su ) for the men folk in
the —what a shame
and poor taste and may be
even poor cheice for the house
maids 7

Since both the ladies had
sought advice in your column
for a solution for their
"significant” problem, which
may also be of national interest
— 1 will attempt to offer some
solutions to these and other
ladtes in distress.

One very important way
would be to seck solutions and

from our reli-

gion, our Prophet (SM) and
some of his disciples. In Islam,
there is no caste system, no
distinction is made between
social classes — the rich and
the poor or on the basis of skin
colour. During prayer in a

mosque, a king or a prince sits
ml next to a peasant or a day
— there is no distinc-
tion. Even in warfare during
,the 's time, there was
no distinction between a gen-
eral and a foot soldier. Even
today, in modern Saudi Arabia
— the rich and the poor — the
king and the commonman
wear the same simple long
robe so that there is no dis-
tinction and division amongst
them. Even a most ordinary
man can and does address the
king simply by his first name
ﬂrg impunity and this does
not diminish the respect, po-
sition or the legal stature of
the king. There s a very
beautiful story on Hazrat Omar
(R), how he treated his ser-
vant; | believe we can learn
something from his example.
Islam spread very quickly
t the world and was
adopted by may nationalities,
races and le of dlﬂ:r:nt
languages use of its hu-
manity, nobility, spiritual qual-
ity and egalitarian principles
and not because of

strength of its armics as is be-
eved by many.

There are many amongst us
who only follow the rituals and
ceremonies of Islam without
understanding its true spirit —
the deep humanity, love and
respect for fellow men. Only
parroting and mimicking the
instructions and teachings of
Islam does not make a good
Muslim — but following its true
spirit does. | have talked to
many fellow Muslims, who
have travelled in the Western
and Christian countries. It is
fronic, they tell me, that
Christians are ‘better Muslims’
than we arc and the ‘true
spirit’ of Islam is practiced
more ardently by them than
most Muslims in our country.

It is truly sad that Islam
with all its and nobility of
spirit has not produced a
Florence Nightingale or a
Mother Teresa — but has pro-
duced bombers and hijackers.

In contemporary Bangladesh,
there are 3 leper hospitals run

% Christian organizations.
work quietly, without any
publicity and seek no special
privilege or honour — but only
think that they are doing God's
work. Also, there are many
Christian organizations who
are doing similar good and
humanitarian work without
seeking any reward or honour.
| salute them and think we can
learn from their examples.

In conclusion, | want to say
that we should search in our
hearts and look for charity,
compassion and understanding
for our fellow men, the less

privileged ones, and ireal
them with respect and dignity.
We should not forget, iIn

Bangladesh, we all come from
a modest peasant background.
Some of us have been fortunate
enough to acquire some de-
gree of economic security and
social position, but even then
the hold on this is tenuous In a
fast changing world.

Finally, | pray for the day
when there are no domestics
in our society — and everyone
has the opportunity to earn a
ivelthood with dignity and re-
speci.

Omar Osman All Khan
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka




