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Logang massacre

Festival turns mourning

Abdul Jalil Bhuyian back from CHT

Mystery still shrouds the
recent massacre at in
Panchhari upazila in

hhari.

t 200 of the victims
were tribal people and lone
one a settler . The lo-
cal people believe that the

y was a casualty of
Shantibahini eperation. The
remaining deaths of at least
200 tribals are a mystery about
which the locals would rather
not make any guesses.

Tension still hangs in the
air and permeates the hamiets,
hills and the bushes full nine
days after the incident.

Hill people in Khagrachhari
on April 13 demonstrated
protesting the Logang incident
and demanded icial inquiry
into the slaughter and pun-
ishment to the killers.

Action has been taken
against some VDP men in this
connection, an official source
said.

Meanwhile: A 28-member
team led by Deputy Attorney
General Hasan Arif had re-
cently been to Khagrachhari
and Rangamati for a five-day
visit at the invitation of the
Chaitra Sangkranti (Bai-Sa-
Bee) Udjapan Committee.

The visitors were to take
part in the celebrations Bai-
Sa- Bee (festivals of hill peo-
ple] and see for themselves
the situation prevailing in the

hill districts. Bai means
Baishuk; festival of the Tripura,
Sa means - festival of

the Marma and Be¢ means
Biju; festival of the Chakma.

The team included lawyers,
university teachers, politicians,
student leaders, human rights
activists and journalists. Pro-
minent, among others, were
DUJ President M Shahjahan
Mia, Dr Anu Mohammed,
Pankaj Bhattacharya, Dilip
Barua, Nasiruddoza, Mostafa
Farugq, Sarwar Alom Chow-
dhury, Akhtar Ahmed Khan,
Barrister Sara Hossain and
Advocate Adilur Rahman Khan.

The festivities turned into
mourning following the April
10 mass killing of Logang at
Panchhari upazila under
Khagrachhari hill district.

The Bai-Sa-Bee Udjapan
Committee postponed all its
programmes and held two
condolence meetings -- one in
Khagrachhari Govt College
premises and another in
Rangamati Shilpakala Academy

premises.

The Dhaka team, however,
decided to visit Logang. Bul
the security forces stopped the
visit of the team saying Logang
was not a safe place to go.

The team reluctantly re-
tumed to Khagrachhari and at-
tended the condolence meet-
ing in the afternoon on April

12 in Khagrachhari Govt
College premises.

The meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, by

Deputy Attorney General Hasan
Arif. DUJ President Shahjahan
Mia, PDF leader Pankaj
Bhattacharya, Five-party leader
Mostafa Faruk, Student leader
Nasiruddoza and some local
leaders with Ananta Biharl
Khisa in the chair.

Hasan Arif described the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
crisis as a humanitarian prob-
lem. Helcalled for an early so-
lution to the issue.

Other speakers demanded

confrontation and S

t;;]imnl inquiry into the Logang
ling headed by a Supreme
Court judge, publication of a
whitepaper on CHT, formation
of a parllamentary committee
on CHT and release of nine hill
student leaders.

They said an immediate po-
litical initiative was necessary
to solve the CHT problems be-
cause it was still within reach
and solvable. Some vested
quarters are busy to keep the
issue alive and taking advan-
tage, they commented. They
expressed solidarity with the
demands for dissolution of
Local Govt Parishads.

A similar condolence
meeting was also held in
Rangamati Shilpakala Academy
premises with Bijaya Ketan
Chakma in the chair,

Dipankar Talukdar MP of
Awami League in his speech
said democracy had been
established in the country ex-
cept in hill districts. He said
government had not changed
the policy of autocratic Ershad
regime. It is a polftical prob-
lem and it could be solved
through the establishment of
democracy here.

We want consideration not
r of
the Parliament has given hope
in this regard, he added. He
demanded immediate forma-
tion of a Parliamentary
Committee on CHT problems.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by Barrister Sara
Hossain and Moni Swapan
Dewan, a local leader.

Women from the audience
were sobbing as the speakers

narrated the events happening
in the hill districts,

Brig Sharif Aziz psc, com-
mander, Khagrachhari region,
briefed the newsmen visiting

K!-g;l:h.hlﬂ. about the atroci-
ties by Shantibahini and devel-
opment works done by

sh armed forces for

the hill people. Brig Sharifl Aziz

blamed the Shantibahini for
massacre.

Brig Sharifl in honour of the
Dhaka team also a tea
party where local elite, tribals
and non-iribals, attended. The
team also visited the Natun
Kuri Junior High School built
by armed forces.

Brig Sharil helped the team
to visit different areas of the
district to see for themselves
the situation prevailing there.

A local non-tribal politician
on condition of anonymity told
The Daily Star that civil admin-
istration is necessary to solve
the problems. Many opined
that it should be solved politi-
cally. They termed it as a polit-
ical problem. The crisis deep
ened in 1979 with the begin-
ning of Bengall settlement,

t added.
bc&n.hhtn Muni Chakma, 37,

whose wife was learnt to have
been killed by VDP men at
Logang, alleged that adminis-
tration did not return the body
of his wife but allowed to see.
He said there he counted 147
bodies. He appealed to the
government for justice.

Many tribals came to us to
say the harrowing tales of dis-
tress. They believed that as if
we could solve the problem.

In Rangamati tribal stu-
dents, many of them female,
requested the Dhaka-based
journalists to portray the true
picture of the hill districts in
their respective newspapers.
They alleged that the news
which were being published in
the national dailles on CHT
were not based on faets
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ong with.his r:hldren telling tales of
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Hundreds of HSC Exami
nees demonstrated Monday in
Dhaka, Gazipur, Savar and
Dhamral demanding the
shifting of the HSC exami-
nations date.

The agitating students set
up barricades on roads, in the
city and highways, damaged at
least a dozen vehicles and In-
jured several people. Police
said they arrested ten agita-
tors from the Dhaka College
and Dhaka City College area.
Nirmul committee
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during the war of lfberation in
1971.

Jahanara Imam criticised
the ruling party role in parlia-
ment on the question of Golam
Azam and said people would
not sit idle if they were of-
fended.

"The people of this country
love peace, but they are not
coward. The struggle will start
if they are obstructed,” said
Jahanara Imam.

She asked the [reedom-
loving people to go ahead with
the movement for "elimination
of killers and collaborators”.

Kazi Aref urged the ruling
BNP leadership to prove their
organisation as a party of free-
dom fighters by holding trial el
"war criminal” Golam Azam.

The National Coordination
Committee for Implementation
of the Spirit of Liberation War
and Elimination of Killers-
Collaborators of 1971 is nei-
ther a political platform, nor
has it any aim to dislodge the
government, he said.

"But people will not spare
the government, if it does not

t their verdict.”
accﬁgssan Imam said the BNP

government was making futile
efforts to protect Golam Azam.
It has arrested him only to
"blufl™ the people as it has not
filed any case against him.

On the contrary, the anti-
liberation Jamaat filed two
cases against the rmment,
he said and criticised the filing
of case against prominent citi-
zens of the country.

"We have no way to go back
home until killers are elimi-
nated.... pro-liberation ele-
ments will be finished if the
anti-liberation killers are not

eliminated,” Imam said.

e

HSC examinees demand
shift in exam dates

By Staff Correspondent

Earlier, the Dhaka
Education Board announced
that the HSC examinations of
1992 would begin on June 25.

The students of Dhaka
College and Dhaka City College
blocked the Mirpur Road at
about 11 am and demonstrated
till 1 pm.

The agitating students
pelted stones, damaging a
number of vehicles and injur-
ing several people there.

Two bus passengers,
Shumon (21) and Lutfar
Rahman (26), sustained in-
juries and were admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), reports our
DMCH correspondent.

Dhanmondi police said
they arrested ten agitators
from the area, but declined to
disclose their names.

Five-party
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Azam {ssue passed in
Parliament Sunday was silent
about steps to be taken against
him.

They were very critical
about the ruling party's claim
that to take any step against
Golam Azam would be subju-
dice.

The Five Party leaders be-
lieved that such a stance of the
government was virtually serv-
ing the interests of the Jamaat.

Tt was not the government
that went to court against
Golam Azam rather it was the
Jamaat that took the issue to
the court,’ said the Five Party
leaders adding that govern-
ment had arrested Golam
Azam under the Foreigners Act
in the face of people's pres-
sure.

Although the government
was talking about dealing with
the issue according to consti-
tutionally accepted legal mea-

sures, the ruli ly's prac-
tical attitude *s%%‘-ﬂgrd Fthalg the

government was nol serious
about taking measures against
the Jamaat and its foreigner
chiel.

Five Party leaders present
al the press conference in-
cluded Rashed Khan Menon

MP, Sharif Nurul Ambia of the .

JSD, Khalequzzaman of the
BSD, Nirmal Sen of the SKSD,
A F M Mahbubul Hoque of the
BSD and Naim Jahangir of the
Oikkya Prakria.

Pahari Chhatra
Parishad meets

Hasina, submits
memorandum

Pahari Chhatra Parished
Monday submitted a memo-
randum to Opposition Leader
Sheikh Hasina demanding
neutral investigation into the
Logang "massacre” in Panchari
upazila on April 10, reports
UNB.

Najibullah
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deen chiels, while acknowle-
dging "ups and downs” in the
negotiations.

At least two factions, the
Shi'ite Hezb-i-Wahdat, based in
Iran, and the radical Hezb-i-
Islami of Gulbuddin Hekma-
tyar, based in Pakistan, have
thrown up obstacles to a
resolution to the 13-year- old
Afghan war, according to Ayub.

"Hekmatyar is the biggest
problem. He accepts nothing,”
Ayub said.

Another report says, the
cities and towns of Afghanistan
are falling out of Kabul's hands

like ripe fruit, with the second
city, Kandahar, the most re-
cent to fall.
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Meeting LK Advani, leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha was the last thing I
agined could happen on a
holiday in Shillong. A dinner
was being held in his honour at
the Pine Wood hotel on April
4. The first thing that struck
me was that there was hardly
an urity except one or two
un};fl:cqnnedtzumc;f I slipped in
quite unobtrusively, with a few
children who wanted Advani's
autograph. The banquet hall
was packed with party mem-
bers, MPs, reporters and
Advani supporters and the
'star' himself was sitting at the
far end corner chatting with
an MP.

Watching Advani as he casu-
ally spoke to people was a fas-
cinating experience. Here was
the champion of Hindu funda-
mentalism, a person whose
face conjures up menacing
‘Trishuls,’ battered mosques
and a lot of 'saffron’ hatred,

smiling affectionately at two

' Muslim Bangladeshi children
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By Aasha Mehreen Amin

who were on a visit. He asked
aloud if anyone knew the
meaning of one of their obvi-
ously Muslim names. Speaking
in soft tones, with his almost
benign expression, he seemed
as approachable as Santa
Clause.

Before | could ask him any-
thing he shot me the same
question he had asked the
Bangladeshi children: What the
Bangladeshi commonman tho-
ught of India. He was curious
to know whether Bangladeshis
were hostile towards Indians
because of religious differen-
ces, making me wonder as to
who was interviewing whom.

When the same question
was reversed on him, said the
smooth talking Advani, "During
the launching of esh in
1971, we were very friendly
but over the years the friend-
ship seems to have become
less strong. We would defi-
nitely like to have s
with Bangladesh, especially in

terms of trade. We would like

to buy your fish, gas, jute etc.
And as you said, culturally we
are very close.” When asked
whether

Shillong for campaigning pur-
poses, he prom answered,

"No, | came
there is no parilament session
on Saturdays and Sundays, |
just had a meeting with state
party leaders and members.”

Advani then asked about
how Bangladesh was coping
with the Rohingya problem

ties

he had come to

ere because

adequate. He did not seem to
be impressed to hear that
apart from UNHCR,

countries had made significant
donations.
By this time the room was

Islamic

L K Advani

filling up and Advani seemed

to get a little restless, perhaps
because he had not been able

— Star photo

lp was

to touch his plate of food. A
small crowd had formed, faces
shining with admiration and
awe as the BJP leader spoke to
ournalists and party mem-

rs. It was easy to see why
Advani had gained so much
popularity. Not only is he very
polished and dignified, but also

“Advani sees no contradiction between
BJP objective, Gandhi's philosophy

quite a charmer with his casual
, friendly manner and easy
smile. It is only those eyes that
betray the shrewdness of this
savvy BJP stalwart who has
studied both law and journal-
ism before entering politics.
When | realized my chance

meeting with this powerful |
politician was about to come to"

a close, I quickly asked my last
question keeping in mind his
barely concealed anti-Muslim
stand in the past: If BJP advo-
cates an economic order that
is based on the teachings of
Gandhiji, what about his phi-
losophy on secularism? Does
this not contradict BJP's ide-
ology and aim for a Hindu
state?

Instantly a curtain seemed
to be drawn over Advani's
countenance but his voice was
as unruffled as ever when he
answered, "Not at all. | totally
agree with him. There is no
contradiction as far as ideology
is concerned.” His dismissal
was as gracious as his first
greeting fifteen minutes ago.
"Hope you enjoy your stay in
Shillong, it was very nice
meeting you."

Shibir, BCL clash
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was injured when a group of
people” exploded cocktails in

front of district Awami League

office at Shatmatha this
evening.
Awami League blamed

sShibir for the attack.

1

. 4

Vehicular mﬂ"it.l-'m:;ﬁmnnt came to a halt in the New Market area of the city as agitating
HSC examinees went on rampage demanding shifting of the eyams date.

— Star photo
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Human chain
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obedience, posterings, distri
bution of leaflets, meetings,
processions and bundh In
Coochbthar and Jalpaiguri on
May 28.

These will be observed In
phases upto June 25. On June
26, the day scheduled for
transferring the corridot to
Bangladesh, an eleven kilome-
tre long human chain from
Mekligon| to Dhaprahat, pass-
ing through Tinbigha is to be
formed, blocking all kinds of
traffic in this route,

L. K Advani, the BJP chief, is
likely to visit Dhubri in Assam
on April 25 to meet with the
workers and members ol the
public to gear up the anti-
Tinbigha transfer movement.

The West Bengal leaders of
BJP including Monmohan Roy
and Dr Debobrata Sinha, are
monitoring the key points to
organise massive anti-
Tinbigha transfer agitations.

Kafil Uddin, a member of
Dahagram Union and Rezaur
Rahman, the organising secre-
tary of the Corridor Transfer
Implementation Sangram
Committee, narrating harrow-
ing tales of the 15 thousand

besieged inhabitants of the
enclaves told this correspon-
dent at Patgram that there

was acute scarcity of daily ne-
cessities and medicine.
Hundreds of day labourers
have become jobless, diar-
rhoeal and other diseases have
broken out, leaving at least 50
people including children
struggling with death.

They termed the current
anti-Tinbigha transfer move-
ments by the Indian extremist
partics most intense as the
enclaves have been totally be
sieged and none allowed to
enter either the Bangladesh
mainland or Indian territory.

A famine-like situation is
prevailing all over the enclave
and it might be avated fur-
ther if such blockades by the
Indians continue, they said.

13 more die of
diarrhoea 1n

Khulna

KHULNA, Apr 20: At least
13 people in four upazilas
have died of diarrhoea during
the last 15 days, district con-
trol rooms said here today,
reports UNB.

The outbreak of the water
borne disease, which has now
taken a serious turn, has af-
fected more than 1,500 people
during the perioed in nine up-
azilas

Commentary
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course of development and
pave the way for a comprehen-
sive agreement covering the
Golam Azam issue, the trial of
organisers of Gano Adalat and
the Indemnity [Repeal) Bill.

The two deputy leaders of
the BNP and the AL,
Badruddoza Chowdhury and
Abdus Samad Azad respec-
tively, are capable of involving
other reasonable and moderate
members of the two parties in
constructive closed-door dis-
cussions, instead of fanning
mass emotion at proposed

public rallies.
The AL leader should view
positively the resolution

passed by the Jatiya Sangsad
on Sunday calling for the
"settlement of the complexi-
ties of the alien Golam Azam
fssue through the constitu-
tionally accepted court of law
and legal methods.” Here, the
reference to Azam as an "alien”
in a parliamentary motion is
significant.

On the other hand, the BNP
leader should recognise that
the Gano Adalat committed no

crime against the state and
this being so, the ment
should drop the charges

against its organisers. That
such a move by the BNP would
be seen by the AL as its victory
is immaterial. What matters
most is that it will close the
gap among pro-Liberation anti-
Jamaat forces working within
the BNP, the AL, the Five-Party
allance and even the JP.

All this is within the reach
of our parties, if only they are
ready lo discard their partisan

lines for a broad national ap-
proach. The country is waiting.
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The Midnight File

Ceausescu's 21 closest

advisers sentenced

BUCHAREST, Apr 20: The

tenced Nicolae Ceausescu's 2] closest advisors to
terms for supporting the former dictator's bloody attempts
suppress the 1989 anti-Communist revolution. The decision,

Court on sen -

jat]

announced by Supreme Court Viee President Valeriu
wu\ltﬂlﬂuﬂdmmmm-

Arabs fear tougher US
move against Libya

TUNIS, Apr 20: Arab states fear Washington will soon seck

asscts — ff
ariiner

Hhuw_m.mmw

bombing, Arab diplomats said

suspects in the Lockerbie
today. Unfortunately is a

timme limit. | think within weeks and not months America will

ask the UN for increasing the sanctions, said an Arab ambas-
sador close to the crisis, reports Reuter.

Khaleda : Democracy
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behaviour that they still have
autocratic attitude and one-
party system in their frame of
mind, she said. She pointed
out that these attitudes had
been repeatedly refllected
through their actions.

She said it was regrettable
that when time had come to
rebuild the nation from the
destruction created by auto-
cratic rule a quarter was In-
volved in hatching evil designs
to destroy the stability in soci-
ety.

Begum Zia warned that no-
body would be allowed to hatch
any evil design to destabilise
the society and foil the process
of development.

BNP, she said is a party of
the people and belongs to the
soil. It had always upheld the
spirit of the War of Indepen-
dence,

The Prime Minister said
the present governmeni
wanted to extend all coopera
tion to the forces which
wanted to increase production
and lecad the nation toward
prosperity. She said, "we be-
lieve that all shall have to work
unitedly to give democracy a
permanent shape”.

She said the quarters which
would indulge in terrorism to
create Indiscipline in society
would face a miserable conse-
quence in the next elections.

Begum Zia expressed her
beliefl that the on-going devel-
opment programmes imple-
mented properly would change
the look of the country. She
said those who wanted to
make the country depecndent
on others were creating hin-
drance Iin the process of im-
plementation of the develop-
menl programme

Salam Talukdar said BNP
had come to power through
people’'s mandate and would
remain in power so long as the
people want.

Oli Ahmed said those who
had always spoken in favour of
democracy killed it soon alflter
coming to power. He said
when the trial of autocrat
Ershad began they resorted to
violence.

Tariqul Islam, ecriticising
the Awami League, said they
were partners in the 1986
parliament. He said both
Awami League and Jatiya Party
were trying to foil democracy.

Nazmul Huda said when a
particular party was Llrying to
sell out the country'’s indepen-
dence and sovereignty, the

greatest freedom (fighter
Shaheed Zia saved the nation.
He described Zia's tenure as
the era of Bangladesh.
Rafiqul Islam Mia said BNP
wanted (o establish real
democracy and bring smiles to
the people through its pro-
duction oriented politics.

Sadek Hossain said Sheikh
Mujib sold country’s indepen-
dence by declaring clemency
to the Razakars.

Mayor Abbas said there
could not be any law other
than rule of law in the country.

Fazlur Rahman Patal said,
the present government would
foil all conspiracies with peo-
ple's participation.

Later the Prime Minister
led a procession from the
Square. Thousands of people
and supporters of BNP took
part in the procession chant-
ing slogans and carrying ban-
ners and festoons. Ministers,
Members of Parllament and
party leaders also took part in
the procession.

PM: Rohingya
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and economy. She also men-
tioned the canal digging pro-
gramme taken up for increas-
ing {rrigation facilities and
boosting the food production.

She said China was a
friendly country and hoped the
[riendship would further
strengthened. She saild ex.d
change of such visits at party
and government levels would
further expand the existing
relations between the two
countries.

Jian said China wanted
peaceful solution to Rohingya
Muslim refugee-problem
through negotiations.

He said the relations be-
tween the BNP and Communist
Party of China developed dur-
ing the time of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman.

The delegation leader said
their visit to Bangladesh was
successfiul and their discussion
at party to party level was
forthcoming.

He also praised the leader-
ship of Begum Khaleda Zia dur-
ing the time of recent calami-
ties in Bangladesh.

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister S. Hasan
Ahmed, Chinese Ambassador
Chen Sanglu and BNP Joint

Secrctary General Afsar Ahmed
Siddiqui were present on the
occasion.

-

‘Mujahideen govt
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scheduled and could not be
cancelled as a similar cancella-
tion of a scheduled visit to
Japan some time ago had
caused great embarrassment to
the government.

However due to the rapidly-
changing situation the visit's
duration has been reduced
from five to two day. The
Prime Minister who will be
reaching Vienna today will re-
turn on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the guerilla
commander whose forces are

in the vicinity of Kabul and is |

suspected by rival groups of
having struck a deal with the
post-Najibullah regime in the
Afghan capital has denied
these allegations.

The commander, 39-
year-old Ahmad Shah Masood,
has sent word to Peshawar
warning against Mujahideen
in-fighting and particularly
asking the Commanders’
Council to speak to Gulbadin
Hekmatyar whose [orces are
also converging on Kabul, not
to fight him. Masood's message
asked them to convince
Hekmatyar that he is not in
coalition with the government
in Kabul. "l am not selling my
14 years of effort,” the mes-

sage said.

Hekmatyar {s unhappy be-
cause he feels an attempt is
being made to install a coa-
litlon in Kabul based on lingu-
istic and ethnic lines. Masood,
who has made big advances
aflter seemingly reaching acco-
mmodation with dissident
government commanders In
Kabul, belongs to the country’s
minority Tajik community
while Hekmatyar is a member
of the dominant ethnic group,

the Pushtoons.

Incidentally, the comman-
ders who have taken over from
Najibullah, whose whereabouts
is still unknown, are all said to
be non-Pushtoons.

Abdul Rahim Hatif, who
was a Vice-President in Naji-
bullah’'s government but did
not subscribe to the latter's
communist views, has taken
over as Acting President. But
for how long none can say.

While Dawn reported suc-
cess of the Prime Minister's
talks in Peshawar, another
newspaper, The News, said
the Mujahideen leaders
to disagree. :
But the Foreign Office said
in Islamabad last night that a
broad consensus has been de-
veloped in principle for the
formation of a Mujahideen
Council for smooth transfer of
power from the Kabul authori-
ties.

According to the F O spo-
kesman, each of uﬂwwl.
deen groups (various to
number I'Ir:*:m 10 to 15) will
nominate two representalives,
one military commander and

one political personality.

He also said that the con-
sensus hmuhﬁ;ﬂt betnm
suggested t spec
l:m%}r. Bl:'nnbz Sevan, although
it had his approval Some par-
ttes had already given the
names while the others would
do afler consulting their re-
spective Shouras (advisory
councils).

I'he spokesman was opti-
mistic that the transfer of
power would take place, under

UN au and t it
m't:hl :an#p:n mnqwtx or

tomorrow.



