Police storm Rangpur Press Club

Chhatra Oikya, Shibir S

clash : 200 injured

RANGPUR, Apr 19: More
than 200 people, Including
journalists, were injured in
violent clashes between two
rival groups of students and
police action here today,
reports UNB.

Those :::I:ﬂtlll}' injured
were admit to the Rangpur
Medical Hospital.

Witnesses said the trouble
erupted when Chhatra Otkya
began a rally at the Jahaj
Company crossing and bel
ligerent Chhatra Shibir ac-
tivists headed towards the

venue shou slogans.

Chh.ltrlu{;ﬂtyl. an all-party
student alllance, was staging
the rally protesting damage to
freedom fighters’ sculpture at
Carmichael College and vio-
lence by the Shibirites as well
as demanding "hanging” of
controversial Jamaat Ameer
Profl Golam Azam.

Police allegedly went into a
wild action as activists of both

the groups fought each other
with stones.

Witnesses said police
rushed in, lathi charged and
fired several rounds of tear gas
shells and rubber bullets to
dis the mob.

The law enforeing agency-
men also allegedly roughed up
some members of the public,
who took shelter in a nearby
mosque.

Later, they stormed into the
press club here, beat up jour
nalists and took away three
cameras of photo journalists.

Press Club President
Mozammel Haq and Secretary
Sadrul Alam Dulu in a joint
statement protested the inci-
dent and demanded punish-
ment of those involved.

Sec 144 in Feni

Authorities in Feni imposed
Section 144 in Trunk-road
area today to prevent possible
confrontation between two
groups planning rallies at the
same venue and same time.

National Co-ordination Co-
mmittee for [mplementation
of the Spirit of the Liberation
War and Resistance to the
Killers and Collaborators of
1971 called a rally at 5 pm at
Trunk Road Maidan deman-
ding trial of Golam Azam.

Jamaat workers also pla-
nned a rally at the same place
same time to protest the
arrest of Golam Azam and in
observance of Farakka Day.

Police were deployed in the
venue.

Later, Jamaat announced
that they would hoild their rally
at Baroipur, north of the town.

District Ameer of Jamaat
Prof Liakat Ali and General
Secretary Mohammad Mostala
denounced the imposition of
Section 144.

Hekmatyar's 'no’
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based in lran — had agreed to
each nominate two representa-
tives to the council. They
would be a political personality
and a field commander.

But Hekmatyar rejected the
idea, sald Nawab Salim, a
spokesman for Hekmatyar's
Hezb-e-l1slami, or party of
Islam.

“We don't see any prospect
for a (peaceful) solution,” Salim
said. "It is not a joke. Either
the rnment in Kabul sur-
renders or we will attack.”

Hekmatyar has reportedly
joined his fighters near Kabul.

Diplomatic and Afghan sour-
ces fear a violent showdown is
brewing around Kabul, where
Hekmatyar's radical guerillas
are preparing to face off
against the more moderate
Jamiat-e-Islami led by Muja-
hideen commander Ahmed
Shah Masood.

Masood has ordered his
Mujahideen to form a security
ring around Kabul to thwart
any attack by Hekmatyar's
troops.

Iin an attempt to prevent a
bloody confrontation in Kabul
that many fear could spill over
into Pakistan, Sharif flew to
Peshawar on Saturday to urge
the leaders to cobble together
a council to replace
Najibullah's successors.

All but Hekmatyar agreed,
the ministry spokesman said.
Meanwhile, a non-commu-

nist vice-president took ousted
President Najibullah's place

Najibullah, who surren-
dered Thursday, remains in
hiding.

Abdul Rahim Hatif, one of
four vice presidents, became
acting president. state-run,

Kabul Radio announced. He
was never a member of
Najibullah's ruling Watan
(Homeland) Party and was not
associated with its brutal past.

Among the five provinces (o
fall on Sunday was Paktia and
its capital, Gardez, Najibullah's
hometown, the rebel and gov-
ernment leaders said. The
others included northwestern
Badakhshan and Samangan,
both bordering the former
Soviet Union southern
Kandahar, the former seat of
the Afghan monarchy; and
Wardak province west of Kabul.

AFP adds: The key eastern
Afghanistan garrison city of
Jalalabad was taken over by
Mujahideen fighters late today
after widespread defections by
government forces, the pro-
resistance Midia news service
said.

Jalalabad is the first major
Afghan garrison across Pakis-
tan's northwestern border and
had remained a prime
resistance target since Soviel
forces pulled out in 1989 after

a 10-year occupation of
Afghanistan.

Salam : Legal avenues
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the Information Ministers
Sangsad Bhavan chamber after
the summer session of Parlia-
ment was prorogued last night,
BNP Secretary General said
that they could not adopt any
measure contradictory to the
country's Constitution.
Referring to the arrest of
Golam Azam by the rm-
ment on of violation of
Constitution the BNP Secretary
General said that there was no

scope for any quarter to think

that the government would
spare an committing of-
fence against the country.

The Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda Chow-
dhury who was also present en
the occasion said, the resolu-
tion passed in Parliament
today also clearly provides the
ﬁnvtrnmtnt a guideline to

andle the Golam Azam issue
through constitutional means
only. -
Replying to a question the
Information Minister said that
the government would also
examine whether Golam Azam
could be tried as a war crimi-
nal under International Crimes
Act ,1973.

He, however, observed that
it would be difficult to try him
under this act specially after
'20 years of inordinate delay’.
'Such delay usually affects the
merit of the case,’ the minister
added.

The Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Miah who joint the BNP
leaders talking to the news-
men later said, ‘the Delhi
agreement signed between the

then governments of Bangia-
desh, India and Pakistan could
also virtually act as an obstacle
to trying Golam Azam as a war
criminal. 'Furthermore’ he
said, ‘'one has to prove Golam
Azam as one of the auxiliary
force of the Pakistani occu-
pation army to try him under
the International Crimes Act,
1973'. 'All these things re-
quired to be carefully exam-
ined from the legal points of
view before the government
formulates charges against
Golam Azam, Rafique ob-
served.

Referring to the Opposition
party's boycotting the JS ses-
sfon on Golam Azam issuc the
BNP Secretary General said
that difference of opinions be-
tween the Treasury bench and
Opposition members on differ-
ent issues was natural. But we
have left no stone unturned
during the last three days to
reach a consensus on the
Golam Azam issue by means of
several rounds of official and
non-official talks with them,’
the BNP Secretary General
said.

The Opposition should not
expect us to uphold and im-
plement their party pro-
grammes he said adding BNP
will never compromise over its
nationalist politics even at the
cost of losing state power. The
Secretary General, however,
said that for the sake of giving
hard earned democracy an in-
stitutional shape his party was
ready to continue discussion
with the Opposition in both
inside and outside the House.
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yostorday protest

Demand for
judicial probe
into Logang
incident

By Staff Correspondent

A group of polftical leaders,
academicians, writers, lawyers,
journalists and leaders of sev-
eral students’ and human
rights organisation demanded
immediate formation of a judi-
cial commission to probe the
past killings, rape and torture
in the Chittagong H{ll Tracts.
(CHT).

They also demanded a sepa-
rate commission to probe the
April 10 killings at Logang vil-
lage in Khagrachari district,
publication of the reports and
punishment to those found
guilty.

In a joint statement Sunday
after a visit to the troubled hill
district, they observed "in
meetings with eyewitnesses,
survivors and official person-
nel, it became starkly clear
that nothing less than a mas-
sacre had occurred at Logang."

The statement says that in
the CHT the entire civilian
administration has been play-
ing a subordinating role.

Members of the ethnic mi-
norities are being treated by
the authorities as subordinate
to the ethnic majority Bengalis
and are being systematically
deprived of the protection of
their constitutionally guaran-
teed rights, it said. '

The statement says the
Bengali people, who have a
long history of struggle against
ethnic and cultural domina-
tion, can not condone such
repression upon ethnic mi-
norities within the country.

The responsibility for the
conflict in the CHT rests with
the political authorities, the
statement added.

Signatories to the state-
ment are — Pankaj Bhatta-
charya, general secretary of
National Awami Party, Dilip
Barua, general secretary of
Sammyabadi Dal, Akhteruzza-
man llyas, novelist, Nizamul
Huq Nasim, Advocate, Anu
Mohammad - and Syed M
Hashemi of Jahangirnagar
University, Mostafa Faruk of
Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal, Nasiruddoza, president,
Chhatra Union, Adilur Rahman
Khan, Advocate, Sara Hossain,
Barristéer, Ahad Ahmed, Pre-
sident Bangladesh Chhatra

+ Federation, Biplob Rahman,

Publication Secretary of Chha-
tra Federation, Priscilla Raj,
Chhatra Oikya Forum leader,
Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan The Daily
Star, Salimullah Salim of the
New Nation, Syed Sarwar Alam
Chowdhury of the Bangladesh
Observer, Subir Das of the
Bhorer Kagoj, Ahmed Zubair of
the Daily Janata, Rosaline Cosla
of Hotline-Bangladesh, Shishir
Morol of the Coordinating
Council for Human Rights in
Bangladesh and Masud Alam of
Jattya Jubo Jote.

Muktagachha
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Among the injured, six
were admitted to Rangpur
Medical College Hospital with
serious injuries while the rest
were released after first aid.

The condition of motor cy-
cle rider Johurul was stated to
be critical.

Another report says, an
unidentified pedestrian was
run over by a speedy truck
near Kulia bridge in Debhata

in Kushtia on Satkhira-

l!:.a]igonj highway Friday.

The truck, however, esca-
ped unnoticed. A case has been
filed with the police in this
connection.

Agri Minister
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expired in 1988. For the last
four years, there has not an
agreement on water-sharing.
Sources say Bangladesh will
plead for an ment aimed
at a lasting solution and sug-
st that the 'guarantee clause’
in the 1977 agreement be in-
cluded in the proposed one. ¢

Hill Tracts Students’ Council brought out a mourning prnr-nuinn'in the city
ing April 19 killings in Khagrachhari.

Che B:rﬂubﬁtm'

— Star photo.

| JS resolution
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come to the chamber of the
Speaker at 3.30 in the after-
noon.

Samad Azad, according to
Rafig, replied that he was go-
ing to the residence of Sheikh
Hasina and if permission was
available he would come to the
afternoon meeting.

Rafiq said that he then tried
to contact Samad Azad but

could not get through as
Hasina and Samad Azad were
having closed door discussions.

Samad Azad then contacted
Rafiq at 4.30 in the afternoon
and informed that if the reso-
lution moved by Prof
Chowdhury was amended then
Rafiq could contact him at
6.30 in the evening. Ralfiq told
the House that as there was no
further contact despite honest
intentions nothing could be
achieved. After Rafiq finished
his statement, the Speaker
picked up the issue of ruling.

Narrating the background of
the general discussion the
Speaker said that in view of
discussions in the meeting of
the Business Advisory Com-
mittee he allowed the ten-hour
discussion applying the Resi-
dtial Powers of the Speaker as
contained in Article 316 of
Rules of Procedure.

The Speaker said that he
thought general discussion
would yield some results but it
failed.

The Speaker then an-
nounced that he was going to
put to vote the proposals. The
proposal moved by the Leader
of the Opposition on Thursday
said a tribunal under Inter-
national War Crimes [Tribunal)
Act 1973 should be formed to
try Golam Azam and the casc
against the sponsors of peo-
ple's court should be with-
drawn and Jatiya Sangsad
should apologise for this action
of the gevernment.

After the Speaker finished
reading the two proposals,
Matiur Rahman Nizami, Leader

som¢e of the

of the Jamaal Parliamentary | under administration.

Party, stood up and said that
the whole discussions on
Golam Azam was subjudice and

unfortunate. He then declared

the decision that his party was
staging walk-out protesting the
proposals.
After the
passed the Foreign Minister
ASM Mustafirur Rahman made
a statement on the Rohingya
issue. The Speaker deferred
decision on the Code of
Criminal Procedure (second
amendment) bill 1992 follow-
ing request from the Slate
Minister for Law Aminul Hug.
Being informed that the
House was going to be pro-
rogued, Prof Chowdhury in his
winding up speech made a
passfonate appeal to the
Opposition and said that they
were ready for negotiations.
Recognizing that walk-out is a
parliamentary practice, Prof
Chowdhury warned that if
someone crosses the limit
then it loses its significance.’
The Speaker, Shaikh
Razzaque Ali, in an emotionally
choked voice, said that as de-
sired by the Business Advisory
Committee we brought the is-
sue of Golam Azam for discus-
sion in the House. Though

ints were subju-
dice. he allowed the discussion

in the greater interest of the
country.

Referring to the incidents
of Thursday the Speaker said
that he was sorry as some
misunderstandings were cre-
ated on "that
Rarzaque Alf said that he had
nothing but fecling of regrets
as what he wanted to do was
meant for a forward march of
democracy.

The Speaker then read out
the order of the President un-
der Article 72(1) of the
Constitution proroguing the
House for indefinite perfod.

The fifth session of the fifth
Sangsad was convened on April
1 2.

Hasina : PM igﬁores JS
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audacity and utter negligence’
to people’s opinion by reject-
ing the opposition motion for
trial of Golam Azam by a spe-
cial tribunal under the
International Crimes
(Tribunal) Act of 1973.

The opposition leader said
that their demand for trial was
moved in accordance with the
Constitution and the existing
laws of the land. The proposal
also called for withdrawal of
the case against the sponsors
of the "Gano Adalat” (people’s
court).

"Our proposal was not con-
trary to Constitution, nor the
existing laws ... We poihted to
the government the specific
law to lryGﬂlamﬂza.mhutthc

‘government ignored it to pro-

tect this hated war criminal,”
she said.

Referring to Saturday’s par-
leys between the rnment
and the opposition leaders,
Hasina said the BNP negotia-
tors at one stage proposed for
"trial” of Golam Azam under
the existing laws but later
withdrew the proposal saying
the Prime Minister "had no
consent to it.

She said the BNP proposal
which was adopted yesterday
only by 136 members of the
330- member House is nothing

but "a jugglery” and failed to
refllect the people's aspiration.

"Even the Prime Minister
was not present during the
voting,” Hasina said adding
that possibly, she and the
other MPs of her party also
boycotted the House.

. Pointing out the inconsis-
tency in the statements of the
Speaker and the ruling party,
Hasina said the Speaker had

allowed long 10 hours of

debate on Golam Azam but now
sa that the matter 1is
subjudice. If so, she asked, why
did he (Speaker) put the
proposals to vote?

"It clearly indicates gov-
ernment's indecision”, she
said. "They do not know whal

to do as they have no guide-
lHnl:l ... They are playing with

this Sangsad and the people.”

Hasina said Prol l3adruddoza
Chowdhury in his speech in
the House admitted that Golam
Azam is a Pakistani citizen, a
war criminal and collaborator
of Pakistani occupation army.
"But he does not demand
Golam Azam's trial”, she said
sarcastically. :

The government has failed
to initiate legal action against
"Pakistani national” Golam
Azam for violating the constitu-
tion, the Opposition leader
said, but Jamaat filed case
against the government.
~ She rebuked the govern-
ment for not filing case against
"war criminal® Golam Azam
and for {ssuing warrants of ar-
rest against those who sought
trial of the Jamaat leader for
his war crimes.

Hasina demanded with-
drawal of the case against the
sponsors of the people's court,
lawyers and for equal demo-
cratic rights to all opposition
parties in organising meetings
and processions.

Hasina criticised the proro-
gation of the session without
discussing the important is-
sues like price-hike of essen-
tials, drought, law and order,
and Myanmar refugees. The
Business Advisory Committee,
she said, had earlier agreed to
discuss these issues during the
scssion.

Our Staff Correspondent
adds : Hasina alle that the
armed members of the ruling
party's student wing yesterday
turned up in the Sangsad
premises and created panic
there. The armed youths dam-
aged the metal-detector gate,
beat up employees and by do-
ing so t had marred the
sanctity of Parlament, she al-

leged.

Lists of Rohingyas
handed over

The 13tH instalment of the
list of Myanmar Muslim refu-
gees numbering 14,952 was
handed over Sunday, to the
embassy of the Union of
Myanmar in Dhaka

reports BSS, |

ADB aid
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ronment, along

with
mlw’ results of recent

Noting that the economy is
forecast to grow by 4.7 per
cent during the current year
and 5.2 per eent in 1993, 1t
says “the momentum of growth
will depend on speedy imple-
mentation, intensification and
continuity of the reforms that
have alrcady been initiated.”

The bank's loan programme
for Bangladesh has a multi-
sectoral approach covering
agriculture, energy, soctal in-
frastructure, transportation,
and industry.

The approach, the ADB
Annual Report notes, has been
"adopted to enhance produc-
tivity, support policy and insti-
tutional reforms, particularly
those concerning domestic re-
source mobilization and insti-
tutional strengthening, and
help accelerate economic
growth.”

The bank approved a total
of 99 loans amounting to $3.57
billlon for 91 projects by the

the
re-

| end of 199]1. Of them, the re-

port points out, 51 had been

| closed and the rest 48 were

resolution was |

day. Shaikh |

Seven loans were waiting to
become effective and [our
lnans were closed in 199].
The agriculture sector re-
ceived a 873 million loan and
a 8388000 technical assis-
tance grant under the north
east minor irrigation project.

A 851 million loan and a
$240,000 technical assistance
grant were approved for the
second health and family plan-
ning services project while a
$49.2 million loan was given
for the higher secondary edu-
cation project and a $91.5 mil-
lfon loan and a $570,000
technical assistance grant was
approved for the Dhaka
Integrated Flood Protection
Project.

Of the loans approved for
investments in the private
sector, two ef investments
amounting to $6.5 million
equivalent, remained active by
the end of 1991, the report

Both the active loans were
to textile industry projects
which were given directly to
the investors. The third loan
given tn 1990 was given for
setting up of an insurance
company.

FM hopeful of
resolving
Rohingya

issue thru' talks

Foreign Minister ASM

Mostafizur Rahman Sunday ex-

pressed Bangladesh's firm op-

timism that the problems
crecatled by the influx of
Rohingya refugees [rom

Myanmar would be resolved
through discussions and un-
derstanding, reports BSS.
Welcoming the coming visit
of Myanmar delegation headed
by Foreign Minister U Ohn

| Gyaw, Rahman hoped that the

problems would be resolved
through peaceful discussion
and that the repatriation of the
rcfugees would be [inalised.
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The Midnight File

uncertain: India

NEW DELHI, Apr 19: India today described the situstion

in Af
President, Dr
in Kabul, reports PT1.

as “very uncertain® but said the ousted
. was safe in the United Nations office

600 die of starvation
in Southern Ethiopia

NAIROBI,
ton in the

Apr 19: AL least 600 people have died of starva-
past two months in Southern

and more

than 56 000 others face severe [amine, Hﬂmﬂﬂh Addis
Ababa said in a broadcast monfiored here today, reports AFP.

PM at Chittagong
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duction in flelds and [actories.

In this regard, she referred
to the various sicps, laken o
change the lot of the people
and make them a productive
florce in society. She stressed
the need for the setting up of
small and cottage industries in
rural areas to solve unemploy
ment problem.

Begum Zia sought coopera
tion ol the people to supple-
ment government s progra-
mmes for buflding a happy and
prosperous sh.

Amidst thunderous ap-
plause, Begum Zia declared
that a monument would be
built near Kalurghat in the
district from where Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman had

announced the War of
Liberation.
She said the Chittagong

Airport would be made an in-
ternational airport and more
ctvic amenities would be pro-
vided to the city dwellers.

She said an embankment of
10 feet high and eight [eet
wide would be constructed

‘Non-govt move

to promote
science a must’

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Sunday empha-
sised the role of private sector
in supplementing the govern-
ment efforts for creating an
atmosphere to promole sci-
entific and technical rescarch
and stop brain drain, reporis
Bss.

She said the present gov-
ernment was following the
policy of encouraging scientific
rescarch realising the ad-
vancement of science and
technology for making Lhe
country self reliant.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the week-long interna-
tional symposium on Glashow-
Salam-Weinberg Theory and
workshops organised by
Bangladesh Physical Society at
Ziaur Rahman Auditorium of
Shishu Academy. Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister
Khondoker Mosharral Hossain
and BPS President A M Harun
ar Rashid also spoke on the
occasfon.

She pointed out that cy-
clone shelters were being buflt
to rehabilitate the cyclone al-
fected people in the coastal
aras.

Planning Minister M Zahi-
ruddin Khan, State Minister
for Textile Major (Retd) Abdul
Mannan, Whip of the Jatiya
Sangsad Ashral Hossain,
islam MP, Shahnaz Mantu MP,
Rosy Kabir MP and Amir
Khasru Chowdhury MP were
present at the

Earlier a delegation of
Chittagong Jatiyatabadi Law-
yers Forum led by its Convenor
Advocate Kabir C met
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at the Circuit House,

The members of All Party
Advisory Committee for Deve-
lopment of Chittagong City also
called on Begum Zia at the
Circuit House.

Earlier the Prime Minister
visited the site of the five-
kilometer long Chaktai Canal
Re-Excavation Prpject at
Bahardarhat in Chittagong to
see the progress of work
there.

Re -excavation of the canal, a
long felt demand of the local
pcople, was taken up iIn
February this year with the as-
sistance of International Deve-
lopment Association (IDA). The
project is expected to be
completed by May 15 this year
at an estimated cost of over
Taka 9. 16 crore.

Water level
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has a large number of hand
tubewells extracting a gre
amount of water everyday.

The source said without
elabarating that the subsidence
of ground water level has a
wide-ranging effect on the en-
vironmenl,

Another source said thal
the installment of more water
treatment plants is the only
way out to avoid such huge ex-
traction of water by deep
tubewells.

Dhaka WASA has a century-
old water at Charndny Ghat
with a production capacity of .-
40 lakh gallons of water daily.
The authorities are working
on the second water works
with a production capacity of
20 crore gallons of water per
day at Syedabad. Survey work
on this is almost complete, a
WASA source said.
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