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MADARIPUR

12 Jamaat workers
injured in
clash
From Our Correspondent

Apr 18: At least 12 Jamaat
workers were injured in a
clash between Jamaat-e-]slami
and Ghatok Dalal Nirmul
Committee recently.

Witnesses said, the clash
ensuced when Jamaat brought
out a procession demanding
the release of Prof Golam
Azam, at that time Dalal
Nirmul Committee workers at-
tacked the procession near
Main post office in the town.

Critically injured Jamaat
workers werc mitted in the
Madaripur Sadar hospital

FARIDPUR

One strangulated
to death

From Our Correspondent

Apr 18: A youn n was
strangulated to death by some
unknown assailants at village
Luckhipur in Sadar upazila of
the district recently.

Police said, the victim Nuru
(19) while returning home
from the market, the miscre-
ants forcibly took him to a
nearby railway station and
strangulated him to death.

The body was sent o the
hospital for -mortem.

A case had been lodged
with Faridpur thana in this re-

gard.

CHUADANGA

Baul confce
held

From Our Correspondent

Apr 18: A two-day long Baul
conference was held at village
Bahalgachi under Alamdanga
upazila of the district recently.

Over one thousand Bauls
from the different areas of
Chuadanga. Meherpur and
Kushtia districts took part In
the conference.

Tajul Islam, the Deputy
Commissioner of Chuadanga
wis nt on the occasion as

the ehief .
The gu perintendent of
Police, Abdur Rahim, the

Assistant Superintendent of
Police, Lutfor Rahman angd
Anwar Hossain of Chuadan
and [Editor of “Weekly
Chuadanga Darpan were pre-
scnt there as special guests.
The eminent Bauls like
Abdul Lattf, Akhiron, Tatjal, AN
Rahman and Hedayet Shah
presenied Baul songs and
Lalon gitee In the conference

JHENIDAH

Minor girl
drowned

From Our Correspondent

Apr 18 : A minor girl waas
drowned In a pond at village
Kamarkundu wunder Sadar
upazile of the district recently

According to [amily sources,
the victim Sabina Yasmin (4),
daughtier of Profl Runu of
Jhenidah 1own fell into the
pond while jostling with her

ﬁl:yrl:-.l.n It can be mentioned
re that the victim came 1o
her relative’'s house

A case of unnatural death

has been recorded with
Jhemdah pohee

GAmANDRA
Mosquito menace
From Our Correspondent

Apr |B Mosquitc menace
has increased in the town
causing a great disturbance to
the citizens

Stagnant water in the
drains, canals, ponds. lrri-Bormo
felds and heaps of garbage
besides roads are the jdeal
place for breeding of
mosquilos. Most of the katcha
anhd pacca drains are not

cleancd regularly.

The school and stu-
dents, who are now busy with
the preparation for the ensu-
ing SSC and HSC examinations
are the worst sullerers. Over
60 per cent of the inhabitants
who have no means to procure

mosquitencts passes the
lh;ulrﬂﬂ..

Bocma
Property worth
Tk 6 lakh
gutted

Four persons were injured
in this incident, it is learnt.

E

Beggars on
Increase

From Our Correspondent

Apr 18: The influx of beg-
gars has been posing a serious
problem In Rajshahi city and
suburbs for lgst few months.

A large number of
pouring into the city daily [rom
rural areas of the district
creating much inconveniences
to ﬁdﬂt&ﬂ.

beggars mostly foati
people affected by the n:tur:f
calamities are coming to the
town in large number.

In many cases, most of the

beggars have no mem-
bers in their family. As a result,
they are compelled to

Town dwellers complained
that with their influx, various
infectious diseases have bro-
ken out in the town. These
destitute people regularly re-
spond to call of nature in open
drains and roadsides polluting
the environment.

Social workers ol the city
urged the concerned authori-
tics to lake early rehabilftation

programme for the beggars.

KUSHTIA

47 armed activists
held

Apr 18 : Police arrested 47
people in an encounter with a
gang ol armed miscreants at

village Solgari in sadar uparila
recently, reports UNB,

The skirmish ensued when
a contingent of police went 1o
the spot on the basis of an FIK
filed by the villagers Al-Amin
and Abdul Karim alleging that a
gang of miscreants set ablaze
their six houses, looted their
belongings and kidnapped

and Habfb — two sons
of Ali to press to with-
draw the murder case [lled
against them.

A few months back., Mohar
All filed & murder case against
the miscreants for murdering
his another two gons.

Three people, Includi
lice Sub-Inspector Abdul

“ Karim, were injured and a po

lice van was damaged during
the clash Police opened blank
shots and arrested the miscre.

anis when they allegedly tried
o snatch sway their rifles.

Kidnapped Siddique and
hyH-Hb were, however, rescued

police during the operation
led by police Superintendent
Anwar Hossain and Additional
Police Superintendent Naba
Bikram Kishore Tripura.

scparate -

son, kidnapping and police as-

sault have been [flled with
Kushtia

A lense situation is prevail

ing in the village.

SHARIATPUR

137 posts of

pry teacher

lying vacant
From Our Correspondent

Apr 18. "The Primary
schools in 6 upazilas of the
district are with diffi-
culties for shortage of teaching
stafl

According o

official

o~ hj,"* 'h""

i

-

4

o

-_-'.. ¢
L A
-

i

-
W
e )
3

Hlﬂ;r'

% r;

=

B

CONTRABAND GOODS: The Three Rifle Battalion of BDR recently
from a truck on Jhenidah-Magura Road. The ambush was conducted by Nayeb

seized 40 sets of VCR
Subader Md.

Jahangir Hossain and ordered by Lt Col Mahbubur Rahman PSC, Sector Commander,

Kushtia.

—Star photo

JAMALPUR, Apr 18: Jute
culthation in seven u las of
the district is likely to face
serious setback this year due
to non-avaflability of seeds,
drought and want of necessary
capital

About 8,500 acres of land
were reportedly earmarked as
target for jute farming where
as 2,500 acres of land have
been cultivated due to shortfall
ol seeds.

The peasants informed that
a large quantity of jule seeds
was blackmarketted which is
selling at an exorbftant prices
in the open market. Many
farmers who could not afford
to buy seeds [rom open mar-
ket, are yet to sow seeds on
their tilled lands

Mcanwhile, the seeds sup-
plied by BADC arc not germi-

From Our Correspondent

nating. When contacted, the
Mclandah upazila Agriculture
Oflicer confirmed the news.
fHlundreds of people of the
district have been attacked by
chicken pox. The disecasec has
turned into an epidemic form.
It is informed that at least
two to three persons of each
family have in the meantime
have been attacked by the dis-
ease and It has been spreading

vﬂ? [ast.

t Is gathered that the
Health Department has not yet
taken any preventive measure
against the disease.

When contacted, a medical
officer sald that they were
aware of the matter and at
present they have nothing to
do. He informed that there was
ne vaccine in the store and
they have no vaccination plan

Jute farming faces setback

o .
Another Health nt
official informed lfm
pox has broken out like skin
discases and the patients
would be cured within 10 to
15 days.

The official suggested that
those who were attacked with
chicken pox should consult
the doctors. The attacked pa-
tients have been advised to
contact homoeophatic doctors
and take preventive measures
from them.

When contacted, some
chicken pox patients Informed
that the felt acute pain with
fever which is in-tolerable.

The concerned authorities
have been urged to take both
curative and preventive mea-
sures to redress the sufferings
of the people.

The Baily Sar 9

Diarrhoea death toll now 200
in southern districts

BARISAL, Apr 18: Diarthoea
has so far claimed more than
200 ltves and attacked 9,000
most of whom are children,
women and old agars in six
southern districts of Barisal,
Bhola, Patuakhali, Jhalokath,

Pirojpur and
It is learnt t diarrhoea
has not yet been controlled

though he official sources
claim that it {s under control.
The disease is still spreading
fast and griping new areas of
these districts.

According , to different
sources, the persisting
drought is aggravating the sit-
u-ul::n#u-t is damaging stand-
ing crops and lowering sub-soil
water level. Chicken pox and
measles are also spreading in
some areas of the districts.

Lack of co-ordination
among the control rooms in
districts and upazilas has been
creating confusion regarding
the death figure and number of
attacked people. When con-
tacted, the control rooms of
Patuakhali and Borguna dis-
tricts could not give the actual
figures of death and affected

In this alarming situation,
the only consolation is that the
Health Department officials
more or less is supplying ORS
and saline in some of the af-
fected areas. It s informed
that a huge quantity of ORS
and saline are being sold in
blackmarkets in aflected areas
of the districts.

Til , some areas like
Baufal and Dashmina upazilas of
Patuakhali and Bakerganj and
Mechendigan] including
Uzirpur upazilas of Barisal are
said to be the worst aflected
arcas. It is informed that 48
people died of diarrhoea but
the offictal sources confirmed
only 16 deaths.

In Jhalokathi and Pirojpur

districts, diarrhoea is spread-
tnf gradually. According to Jo-
cal sources, scarcity of pure
drinking water as well as
drought are aggravaling the
situation.

In Barisal, co-ordination
among district control room,
Medical college and other

hospital authorities are yet to
be regularised. The death and
affected figures are still
Sonlusiog-

Jute cultivation
plan taken up

MAGURA, Apr 18: A scheme
has been taken up to bring
40,261 acres of land under
jute cultvation in four upazilas
of the district in this season,
reports UNB.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department, 15,000
acres will be cultivated iIn
Sadar, 7,110 acres in Sreecpur,
5,971 acres in Salfkha and the
rest 12,090 acres In
Mohammadpur upazilas.

The production target has
been fixed at 1.58 lakh bales
raw jute during the season.

Boat capsizes,
7 missing

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 18: Seven
people were reported missing
after an engine boat capsized
on Thursday in the river
Jamuna near village Tekani in
Kazipur upazila of the district,
reports UNB.

Witnesses said Lhe boat
capsized in the midstream of
the river facing a sandstorm
that struck Chargirish,
Khasrajbari and Tekani unjons
of Kazipur upazila and Mesra
union of Sadar upazila al about
1 pm.

The causes of the outbreak
of diarrhoea are yet to be de-
tected by the concerned au-
thorities. It is informed that it
could not be done in the labo-
ratory of the Sher-E-Bangla

., Barisal.

The ICDDR,B has already
set up a 20-bed modern fleld
hospital at Bakergan] upazila in
ist of the centre has already
staried collection of 'Swab’ of
diarrhoea patients of the al
fected arcas which will be sent
to Dhaka for test. In all four
doctors have been working at
the ficld hospital of the centre.

Dr Nazrul Islam, Civil
Surgeon, Barisal informed that
the people of these areas tak-
ing polluted water of the
canals and ponds withou!t
knowing the affect. In some
arcas, pure drinking water s
not available as most of the
hand tubewells have become
inoperative due to drought

According to officilal
sources, 168 persons died of
diarrhoea and B,620 persons
were altacked by the disease
till April 15 in six southern
districts of the country

The district-wise break up
of the death and affected fig
ures are: Barisal-74 dead and
4,204 attacked, Patuakhali-43
and 1,282, Bhola-32 and
1,388, Pirojpur-7 and 283
Jhalokathi-8 and 876 and
Borguna-4 and 589,

The Health Department has
sel up 20 diarrhoea control
camps in Bakergan], 6 in
Mehendiganj., 4 in sadar
upazila of the district. Besides,
96 medical keams are working
in Barisal where 69 doctors

are gvailable.
Meanwhile, Dr M A T
Siddique, Director General,

Health Directorate visited the
worst affected areas of Barisal
Patvakhali and Bhola.

Tk 60 lakh

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 1B: About
1100 metric tons of wheat
worth about Taka 680 lakh have
been misappropriated, local
political leaders alleged here,
reports UNB.

According to an official
source, governmenl had sanc-
tioned 1127 metric tons of
wheat for re-excavation of 10
ponds in three upazilas of the
district

District Fisheries Officer of
Sirajgan] made 10 fake project
commitiees and drew 100
metric tons of wheat and sold
it in dilferent markets, they al-
e ged

When contacted the District
Fisheries Officer, however, de
nicd the nllegation

Diarrhocal disecases and
chicken pox claimed 11 lives
and attacked over 3,000 in

wheat misappropriated

ninc upazilas of the district

over the last weck.

According te an olTicial
source, two people died in
Ullapara, three in Belkuchi,
two In Chowhali, two in
Kazipur and one each in
;I'nruah and Shahjadpur upaz
as.

Scarcity of drinking water,
drought and food crisis were
the main causes of the out-
break of the discases, the
sources added.

No medical team has yet
been sent to the alfected arcas

Meanwhile, the day labour-
crs of the district have been
sulfering badly due to lack of
job opportunities

Local leaders have urged
the authorities to start massive
development projects under
Test Reliefl and Food for Works

Programme in rural areas (o
creatle job opportunities for
the labourers.

They also called upon the
authorities to despatch medi-
cal teams in the affected areas
to combat the spread of the
discases.

25 hurt in clash

At least 25 people were In-
jured in a clash between two
feuding groups at Barakandi
village of sadar uparila of the
district on Friday.

According to lice, the
two groups clashed over shar.
ing of paddy ol a cooperative
project at Barakandi village
this moming.

Sertously injured Buddu Mia
(28], Mahab Ali [45) and Abdul
Jalil (25) were admitted 1o
General Hospital in critical
condition.

Installation of 814
tubewells on

RANGPUR. Apr 18 . Work on
installation of 814 tubewells to
ensure drinking water supply
in rural areas of the district {s
underway, reports UNB.

The Public Health
Engineering Department
(PHE) ts implementing the
scheme with the financial as-
sistance of UNICEF.

The tubewells include 270
hand driven, 214 Tara pump
sel and 330 shallow tubewells.

Besides, the PHE (s also
resinking 528 disordered
tubewells in the district during
the current fiscal year.

With the implementation of
the scheme, the total number
of installed tubewells will

stgnd at 16,837.

Pahela Baishakh celebrated

MAULVIBAZAR, Apr I8
Pahela Baishakh, the first day
of the new Bengali year- ]399
was celebrated In the district
with traditional fervour and
enthusiasm.

In connection with the ob
servance ol the day. separaie

rogrammes were chalked out
different socto-cultural or
ganisations The programmes
of the day included discussion
mecting and cultural function

Barsho Baron festival, jointly
organised by Rabindra Sangeet
Sammelan Parishad and
Krisht! was the matn attraction
of the programme held at local
Public Library premises
Pantabhat and Sutkibharia
[cooked nice and sauce of d
fish). a tradittonal food of rum
arca were sold in the stalls
which drew large gathering

Special prayers were of
fered in ucs and temples
secking blessings fur peacce.

progress and welfare of the
mankind of the world
Three-day-long Nama

Kirtan' was also held where
Hindu community of the town
attended at Sr1 Madan Mohan
Jewar Akhra premises onr Lhe

’l

AGRI-VARSBITY: The artistes of Geeti Arghya Music School rendering

From Our Correspondent

occasion of Bengall new year

cliry
Kurigram

Our Correspondent from
Kurigram says: Pahela
Baishakh, the Be NEW year
day was celebratled (n
Kurigram with the traditional
gasety and fervour,

The highlights of the pro
grammes were milad fil,
opening of new account khata,
seTving ol aweel meats to all
the guestd of commercial
establishments and holding of
Hatshakhi mela.

DMfferent kinds of locally
made handicrafls, fancy items
including sweet meats and
fried grains were sold In the

mela
Satichira

Our Satkhira Correspondent
reporis. The Puhela Baishakh,
the first day of the Bengall new
year was celebrated here with
much enthustaam_ !

To mark the occasion, dif-
ferent socio culiural organ
isatons of the district ¢
oul programmes. The pro-
grammes include discussion
meeting cultural function and

campus on the occasion of Pahela Baisakh recently.

air

A cultural function jointly
organised by local Sangskritik
Parishad, Theatre and Ekhan
Sngskritik Sangstha was held
at the Satkhira Audfitorium.

A seven-day-long book fair
jointly organsied by Book Fair
Ufjapan Commitice and local
Public Library was arranged
which was inaugurated by
Ershad Khan, Additional
District Commissioner, Satk
hira at the premises of the
local Public Library Hall.

Chuadanga
Our Chuadanga Corres
pondent reports: The day was
celebrated through out the
district in a befilting manner.

The local pourashava au-
thority and different socto-cul
tural organisations chalked out

programmes (o observe the
day which include discussion
mecting, cultural function and
mela

In this connection, a five-
day long mela was opened
here at the local feotball
maidan. DMfferent kinds of
stalls were opened there. A
colourful cultural functions was

-

e . el
songs on BAU
— Star Photo

in dists

held on the opening day.

Local Mukul Fouj arranged a
J-day mela at Jhinuk Primary
School premises.

Besides, Shahitya Parishad
and Arindam Sangskritik
Gosthi arranged discussion
mecting and cultural function
on this occasion.

Qur Gopalgan|
Correspondent informs : The
Bengali New Year's day was
celebrated here.

Dilferent Or tion cele-
brated the day through discus-
sion meeting and cultural func-
tions.

A five-day long Batshakhi
mela was arranged here which
was inaugurated by the DC,
Akramuzzaman.

Khulna

BSS from Khulna says :
Pahela Baishakh, the Bengali
new year's day was celebrated
here by different socto-cultural
organisations with a renewed
pledge to work unitedly for the
continued peace prosperity
and progress of the country.

The progmamme of the day
included musical soiree,
recitation and discussion
meetings at various places,

The «city Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote, Khulna
Sahitya Parishad, Surjhanker
and various other organisations
chalked out separate pro-
grammes (0 mark the day.
Khuina Centre of Radio
Bangladesh put up spectal :
pers Brought out special sup-
plement on this occasion. ?

Kushtia

Another reports from
Kushiia adds: Bengali new
year's day was celebrated here
in a befitting manner.

All the socio-cultural organ-
Isations and educational insti-
tlutions chalked out vartous
programmes to mark the day.

Udichi Shilpa Gosthi organ-
ised a day long cultural pro-
gramme within the premises
of Kushta Public Library.

Kushtia Shishu Academy or-
ganised cultural function and
: art exhibition. Kushtia

sed
cultural h.lm*lhnwm“:lm
torfum in the evening.

Bangabandhu Partshad or
#anised a seminar and a rally.

CHAPAINAWABGAN.J, Apr
18: Drought has been prevail-
ing in the district for the last
one month allecting standing
crops Including boro paddy se
riously

All the canals, ponds, beels
and streams of the distriet
have been dried up owing to
absence of rainfall and fall of
subsoil water level fall

About 25 per cent boro
paddy and other crops have al-
ready been damaged. If the
drought continues for 15 days
more, 50 per cent of boro
paddy will be damaged com-
pletely, it is appréhended

The continuous drought and
water level f[all in the area
bringing scarcity of drinking
water as most of the hand
tubewells are not working.

Megnwhile, about 40 per
cent of the shallow tubewells
have become ({(noperative
Cracks have been developed on
the lands In the absence of
moisture in the soil.

The deep tubewells now
need much fuel to make wet
the paddy flelds due to contin-
uous drought. The high price
and excessive use of fuel have
become extra burden on the

Drought continues in
Chapainawabganyj

From Our Correspondent

farmers
Drought has also damaged

small mangoes which appeared
in large numbers in almost all
the trees of the district

Cultivation of summer crops
has also been affected due to
persisting drought in the dis
trict

Feni

UNB from Fen! adds: Irrmi
and Boro culttvation in [ive
upazilas of the district has
been allfected seriously due to
sudden fall of ground water
level,

According 1o informed
sources, at jeast | 407 power
pumps and shallow tubewells
in the district went inopera
tive due to unprecedented [all
of surface and ground waler
level. Only 76 deep tubewrlls
are working somehow

Most of the canals, beels
ponds and rivers In the dis
trict have dried up hampering
the irrigation system serfously
due to prevailing drought.

About 70,000 acres of land
have been brought under Irri
Boro cultivation in the district
during this season, official
sources said,

output

JESSORE, Apr 18: The
wheat production target in
seven uparilas of the district
has not been achieved during
the current season.

As such, the total produc-
tion will not be able to meet
the local requirement.

Only 30 per cent of the tar-
getted land were brought un-
der wheat cultivation during
this scason. The total area of
cultivation was 10,960 acres
while the target was fixed at
29,640 acres, 1t is learnt.

The farmers of the area be-
came more interested to cult-
viate |RR]-boro m lm
Ihey did it in massive way

their traditional -
tice. , 70 per cent nm
land were lefl untouched for
wheat cultivation causing dras-
tic fall in production.

Some farmers i(nformed
that they culttvated as it
yields more than the wheat
Agriculture Department
sources also confirmed the
stand of the farmers.

The works of the Food for
Works Programme have been
stopped for want of wheat in
the government godowns,

According to sources, Lhe
LSD godowns are virtually
empty. Al present, there are
only 1560 metric tons of wheal
in all the government

The p of whea

P t
curtm:Tr:h the mpm
is mot satisfactory. It s gath
ered that the government rate
for wheat procurement is Taka
200 per maund where as it s
selling at Taka 300 in the open
market

50 pc shortfall in wheat

target

From Our Correspondent

The formal enquilry againsi
the corruption, malpractice
and misus of power by Shaheb
Ali Mirdha, Additional Deputy
Commissioner [Revenue] has
recently been taken up by the
District Anti-corruption
Officer, Jeasore,

He has been directed to
conduct the enguiry through a
letter which was recetved by
him on March 15 last.

A local daily published the
casecs of corruption, malprac-
tice and misuse of power in
series with definite prol. An

enquiry was sought o prove

the matter.
The ADC. Shaheb Al

diately. Otherwise, the ADC
might inflluence the Inves-
tigation Officer by his official
and other powers.

HSC examinees
for date shifting

COMILLA, 18 The HSC
examinees of 1992 under
Comilla Board out a

procession here on Wednesday

and demanded of the
date of exammation s
scheduled 0 begin on June
|5, reporta UNB.

The students the

main thoroughfares of the
In

town amnd chanted
favour of their dﬂ!ﬂu



