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Lessons from Peru

Far from taking notice of the world-wide con-
demnation, from the United States, of
suspension democracy and all other moves
which form part of an authoritarian system, the
President of Peru, Alberto Fujimori seems to be
moving just in the opposite direction. In his lat-
esi move, announced over the weekend, his ad-
ministration has filed charges against its leading
foe Alan Garcia. a former president, accusing him
of possessing illegal arms. This is seen as a move
aimed at strengthening Mr Fujimori's control
over the country which the elected president-
turned-dictator now wants to run without a con-
stitution and a congress. Even a number of
judges, accused of co-operating with "corrupt”
poiltticians, have lost their jobs. By any standard,
this is a dismal situation.

It is hard to say what gives Mr Fujimori the
drive to on his rous course. :
part of the reason lies In the hesitation shown by
the tion of American States (OAS) to take
a tough line against Lima. In some ways, Mr
Fujimori may still enjoy a measure of credibility
with the OAS, a credibility that may well have a
great deal to do with the Peruvian leader's own
incorruptible record as well as with his an-
nouncement to return his country to what has
been called "renovated democracy” within 18
months. No one has yet defined this "renovated
democracy”. It may well turn out to be efther the
"guided democracy” of the late President
Sockamo or the "basic democracy” of the late
Ayub Khan, if not a combination of both.

It is easier to tell President Fujimori that the
so-called renovated democracy won't work, in the
way a popular democracy should, than to explain
to him what exactly would get his country out of
the political and economic crisis which has been
undoubtedly aggravated by the Peruvian leader’s
attack on the system. Yet, more and more ana-

sce the com of the situation in Peru,
instead of judging the crisis in black and white
terms. But what has happened in Peru can
happen — and does indeed happen — in other
Latin American states, in newly-eme East
European states, in the feuding repu of the
former Soviet Union and, finally, i any new
democracy in any continent. While there is no al-
ternative whatsoever (o a democratic system,
most of these states are up a set of chal-
lenges. The most one is of the
democratic system perform against the backdrop
of continuing domination of vested interests, po-
litical divisiveness, the administration's impa-
tience with political dissent and backwardness of
the ec . It is this kind of failure that turned
the rule of President Corazon Aquino in the
Philippines Into a sad story of unfulfilled
promises. Herein also lles a challenge facing
Bangladesh. This is precisely the e the
country has started getting now from the ign
media, the latest report in the Economist of
London being a case in point.

There may not be a single prescription for
putting the country, like . on the road
to stability and progress, and as far away as possi-
ble from methods tried by President Fujimori.
However, there are some established democratic
norms, not to mention the evolution of a national
consensus, which have yet to be tried with seri-
ousness and vigour, One can understand why Mr
Fujimori could not promote national consensus
with drug barons and the privileged oligarchy
that uses the state for its own purposes. But this
is not the situation in Bangladesh, when it comes
to exploring avenues for understanding between
the ruling party and the opposition. The
Economist might well have been thinking of this
missed opportunity — and several others — when
it suggested that the government of Begum
Khaleda Zia has fallen victim to "complacency”.
The government will be well advised to take note

of this waming.

Marine Trouble

We ought to be thankful that only two people
lost their lives, rather than the 100 feared, in the
ferry capsize off the coast of Sandwip on Friday.
However, this sense of relief should in no way de-
tract from the fact that the accident occurred
when no storms were in progress, nor was there
any report of collision with another vessel. That
would leave two causes: over-loading and or struc-
tural fault.

It is no secret that many of the marine acci-
dents in this country occur due to boats and
launches carrying far too many passengers. How
such vessels manage to get away with carrying
such dangerously excessive weight, despite the
presence of policemen at ghats and jetties, is be-
yond our comprehension. The fatal risk inherent
in over-loading makes this practice an outright
criminal one, and the owners and operators of
such boats should never be allowed to get away
with fit.

The government too has a major duty to per-
form here. The ministry of inland water transport
ought to insist that all motorised and manually
operated boats which carry passengers are ade-
quately Insured against accidents. This insurance
should, as a matter of course, include compensa-
tion for passengers. Beyond that, the government
ought also to find ways to make it legally-binding
on river transport owners to compensate rela-
tives of passengers who may lose their lives.

There is another serious area which the gov-
ernment should te on an emergency ba-
sis. That involves the river or sea worthiness of
passenger vessels that ply our waterways. As is
often the case with trucks and buses on our
roads. doubts persist about the mechanical state
of many of the boats, launches and ferries that
have valid certificates from supposedly compe-
tent authorities. Accidents in good marine condi-
tions immediately raise the question if the boat
concerned had faults with its machinery or su-
perstructure or not. A greater vigilance from the
government is necessary to ensure that no boat
below the required standard is given a certificate,
and In tion should be launched at random
to ensure that guidelines are being adhered to.
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HILE checking-in for
the Thai Airwsys
flight to Dhaka at

Bangkok airport, | observed
that a fellow just
ahead of me in the line was
carrying a ir of brooms,
nh‘_‘rﬂ'rl;‘ as a hand hug-
. Expatriates in Bang
even buy their brooms
from Bangkok? Amasing isn't
it? The surprise on my [ace
must have been very apparent
The Farang. Thati word for
firtng!’ in Bengall, smiled and
said, “Yes. these are made in
Thatland but | bought them at
the export [mir tn Tokyo as
samples for my frlend working
in an NGO ol Bangladesh
These can be casily made for
export.” If 20 brooms are
manufactured by one manday
of work and one million such
brooms are e ed ann
then 200 workers can find
employment round the year
earn 3 to 4 million dollars
in foreign exchange from
Japan, [ nowhere else

| found out that out of
around 25 billlon dollars worth
of exports each year, several
million dollars worth of
brooms also get exported from
Thafland. Every dollar counts
Such brooms can easily be
made tn Bangladesh and at a
lesser cost since labour is
cheaper than in Thailand.

But why brooms, It is such
an ins ant item? This was
the particular response of
some of my businessman
friends at Dhaka. From brooms
to nuclear plants, there are

Why Not the Broom for Growth?

millions of products that enter
the international :
For economic growth we
should leave no stone un-

turned. Thailand exports
brooms. they are also export-
ing automobiles If it is a good

down and perform the task

s In the sub-continent
usually belonged to the un
touchable class and how cold
they be allowed to stand erect
this must have been the tradi
tional perception which still
prevails. Therefore, how can »
‘Bhadralok’ take up its manu
fac he must not touch it

turing,
by the longest barge pool.
Dignity of Labour
Dignity of labour, regardiess
of the type of work involved is

painfully lacking in our part of
the world. The same 15 not the
case in East and South-east

Asia | was amased when | re-

nd kord himsel! walked
with the mower and did

“It s good excrcise”, he
told me. | have seen my -
bours sweeping the side
and the street
houses on the weck
ashamed at all, while none In

thetr

ol

the Dhanmand! Restdential
Area would do the same even {f
the municipal sweepers go on
strike for weeks

There is a gulf of difference
between our so-called Bha-
dralok culture, values and
attitudes; and the modern
work ethics that are so pro
found and steadfastly followed

3:

dollars. Throu
Iinkages, = large textile
industry l.huuz:l have been

established by this time.

ment or right policies and
programmes. A significant
u:nr'l:nt of the answer lies
in midst of our tradittonal
values and attitudes towards
work in particular. We abhor

not the broom since the
cannot touch . but

looked down upon. The pre-
ferred occupation is that of a
usciess clerk. For the same
reason Lhere is no of
the lcnlkmn-l':::ﬂ of
‘Bhadralok-Krishak' in

while 1t s the educated
gentleman-[(armers who did
and are still doing the re-
search and t work
on their own in order to bring
about the modernisation of
agriculture in Thalland.
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How do we our value
structure? When Mr Chamiong
Srimuang was clecied the
GCovernor of Me tro
politan Government, his
campedgn slogan was Mr Clean
Hia with a broom in

was visibie a1 street
cormer and he ke

carnest. Will the Mayor of
Dhaka do the same? If he does.
he can bring about the vital
change with the broom

Let us politicize the bhroom
It s important not only as a

infinitely more important for
the Bhadralok' to hold 1t hard
and [ast so that he could sweep
away Lthe archaic middle class
values that are stifling mod-
ernisation and growth In

brooder perspective

Manila Revives Nuclear Plant, Marcos Ghosts

Casiano Mayor writes from Manila

RESIDENT Corazon Aq-

uino's decision to scttle

oul of court a civil suil
her governmen! has Hied
against the builders of a
mothballed nuclear power
plant has rcvived an old con
troversy that previously rocked
the regime ol former dictator
Ferdinand Marcos.

The decision, announced in
carly March, paved a way for
possible opening of the US
$2.1 billlon nuclcar power
plant in Bataan province, about
60 miles west of Manila. The
site s believed Lo be on an
carthquake faull armd near a
dormant voleano.

The decision pul Mrs
Aquino into odd Marcos shocs
and pitted her other officials
againsl anti-nuclear activists
with whom they used to link
arms in scveral strect marches
lo prolest against plans to op
crale the plant during the latc
dictator's lime.

The Philippine government
chose an out-ol-court settlc
wun L aficr Pittsburgh-bascd

estinghouse Electric
Corporation agreed to pay US
$100 milllon in damages, cor-
rcet defects in the plant's
construclion and operale it for
30 ycars slarting 1995,

The compensation includes
US $10 million in outright
cash and US $90 million in
credit and discounts on fature
purchase of goods and services
[rom Westinghouse,

The settlement was
reached during last-minule
negotiations one day belore a
jury trial was scheduled to take
place in New Jersey's federal
court. It has yet to be approved
by the Philippine Congress and
Westinghouse' board within a
six-month period.
[Congressional elcctions is
scheduled on May 11.)

Under the draft accord,

" (:HHIET died for our
sin ..... He was buried
..eenas HeEe rose again
the third day “ (Holy Bible, ]
corinth ... 15: 3-4). This verse
enshrine the essence of the
Christian faith. It contains the
esscntial message of Easter,
the most important event in
the church year. Three great
truths are emphasized. On
Friday Jesus died on the cross.
On Saturday He laid in
Joseph's tomb. On Sunday he
rose [rom death. Deny these
fundamental facts and you
negate Christianity.
Christ was unique in his
death as in His birth. In a per-

ceptive and picturesque
statement of a t truth, it
was lold that ° cradle and

the cross of Christ were hewn
from the same tree”. The in-
carnation was solely with a
view to the crucification.

The Lord's death was
unique in that it was the only
death that fulfilled millennia of
. The sufferings and
the Messiah were not

prop
death o

you would realise why
Bangladesh is such a poor

country.
The offices are drab,
gloomy buildings which look

about a 100 years older than

within on room. And
behind the desks sit some of
the biggedt egoists in the
country.

As you come to the desk
that you want, you are invari-
ably given a look that tells all.
it says, "Why bother coming to
m:l._kl really don't want to
w -n

the Philippines would borrow
from the United States Export
and Import Bank — to cnable
sc o upgrade the
lacility over a throe-year pe-
rind o meet US safety stan:
dards.
~ Westinghouse will have a
contract to run the nuclear
power plant for 30 years and
get a portion of the revenuw.
Another parlt of the revenue
will be used o repay the loans
from the US Exporl
Import Bank.
Weslinghouse expocis o
make aboul US $40 million a
year plus 2.9 cents per kilo-
wall hour as an inceniive o
produce more power aller the
plant beromes operational by
1995,

and

il

The Philippines has been
paying US &300,000 to
commercial creditors h
exlended the loans to Marcos.
It still has to pay an outstand-
ing balance of US 8$1.2 billion
for the loan

Samuel Hull, who mn inter-
national operations for Burns
and Roc. told the New Jerscy
court in his writicn deposition
that Westinghouse paid
Hermindo Disind, o close friend
of Mr Marcos, US $17.3 mil-

Hon in commission lor lixing
thwe eondrawel

Mr Iull wsific the
I"iilippines’ Natlonal DPower
Corporation [Napocor) had -
reicdy  awarded the reactor

o revover forcign laans the
govoernment incurred i buthd -
ng M. I

Politikc-tans and anti-n
activisis, whae vignmu.Z
protesiced agninst operating
the plant, this time accuses]
Mrs Agquino and her govern-
ment of reneging on their pre-
vious promisc nol o open the
nuclear power lacility.

Roeetving most of thé Mak
arc Scnator Rene Saguisag and
former Justice Scoretary and
Ambassador te the Uniled
Nations, Scdlrey Ordonez, who
arc part ol the Philippine
pancl which negotinted the
scithement. Both are militant
kwvers who used lo join anti-
nuckear strect marches during

plant per se.”
operation
nuclkear power plant beeause of
unresolved safety concern. We
are open (o the idea of

erendum f C th:
rﬂnnpﬂ'tufx... political
and constitutional process o

hear oul everyone on this is-

-

Negottators sald they were
lorced Lo agrec to LHe out-ol-
court scttlement on percep-
tion that a favourable verdict
would likely award a smaller
amount because of
Westinghouse's alleged ailing
condition and o ¢ensure Lhat it
would undcriake rchabilitation

Critics say the Philippinés was short-changed

when it

controversial nuclear plant. Some say it rewards the ‘crooks and bribers.’

agreed to an out-of-court settlement over a

The, 620 -Megawatlt pl.aon
when it beeomes  operatwan
in 1995, will add abowt 15 20
per ccnd of Luzon sk
power doensnd of 3,000 MW,

The Philippines flled the
civil casc against Westinghouse
and its subcontrucior Burns
and Roc Enterprises Ine. with
the New Jersey federal court
in 1988, iwo vears aller Mrs
Aquino wis swepl lo power in
a popular uprising that lopplcd
Mrs Marcos 20 vear rule and

drove him qun! his Family into
exile in Thwii. where he dicd
in 1989

The Philippines claimis tha
Weslinghouse ax well as Bumns
and Roe bribed Mr Marcos to
get the contract. and thal the
nuclear power plant is riddlad
with defeels and shoddy
workmanship. H wanled
Westinehouse and Bums and
Rox 13 absorb the foreign loans
wewa red in building the power

roniract 0 a Freoeh company,
Eh.ssro Services, Ine. bul that
Mr [Dsinl was able o porsuade
Mr Marcos 1o award Il 1o
Westinghouse

"Mr Disini then personally
watched while Press. Marros
Iclephoned (Napocor prosi-
dent) Ravanzo and diplomati-
cally suggesicd that he recon-
sider the choiee of consultant,”
Mr Hull said. Ilc said they
woere able to goet Mr Disind as a
“tag man~ Lhrough a
Westinghouse official.

The nuclear power plant
was built ‘in 1976 and cun-
struction was finished in 1984,
[3ul mounting oppeosilion
against 1 foreed Mr Marcos Lo
stispend operalions until his
oustcr in the "Proplec Power™
uprising in Fecbruary 1986,

Mrs Aquinos government
refused to open the plant.
claiming 1t was unsale and
went 1o eourt instead Shoping

the Marcos ime, -

‘I am really disappointed
wilh you,” Sister Maryjohn
Mananzan, a Catholic nun who
heads the milflant Chiizen's
Alliance for Consumer
Protection. told Mr Saguisag. 7
am sorry bul | can't believe my
cars because we were together
against this whole thing a few
years ago.”

The scene was confronta-
tion between Sister Mananzan
and Senator during a
Scnate caring after the former
aclivisi-turned senator ap-
pealed o ters Lo hecar
the side of the pancl members
and nuclcar experts’ testimony
in the Congressional hearings.

Mrs said she would
consider a referendum
lo decide on Lthe controversial
fssuc and . tions
she has changed heart by
agrecing lo the oul-of-court
scitlement.

works.
Courtl J '
Debevoise has ruled that the
Philippines is eniitled up to
US 817.3 milllen — the
amount of Lhe bribe —
n The

Judge no amounti on
petential punitive damages.

Some analysts said the
Philippines was also under
pressure from its official and
commercial creditors to ac-
cept the romisc to be
I'IIE 1o ,;?::h loans for its
cconomic siabilisation pro-

gramme for the International
Monclary Fund (IMF).
Criticisms against the de:l
range from claims by activisis
thal the mere of the
plant viclatcs the constitu-
tional provision banning nu-
clear power in .the country lo
the pragmatic argumeni that it
short-changed the Philippifes.

Dickinson

-MLm s going

Some critics sald nuclear

Lt sie. 16 kilomcters
southwest of the dormani
Mouni Nalib volcano, made the

of the muclear power
mu_kmﬂnhup

ﬁd to intcrnational stan-

In June last ycar, Mounl
Pinatube velcano, somc 300
miles north of the nuclear
plant erupied afier more than
600 of dormancy and
foreed the United Stales to
wilhdraw from Clark Air Basc.

Senator Jovito Salonga, who
is sccking the presidency In
the May |1 clections, claimed
the Philippines was short

c in the deal. "It scems
the got nothing oul
of it. It's a pity that after we

were c© , we have o be at
the losing end of the deal ... |
can'l sce the logic and jus
in this,” Mr said,

- Housc Specaker Ramon
‘Witra, who is also a presiden-
tal aspirant, opposed the out-
ofvourt sctilement becausc 1t
rewards “the croeks and bribe-

Scnalor Sagulsag accu
some politicians of using 1l
nuclcar plant fssue Lo Lnul
their clection bids instead of
seriously studying the issuc in
congressional hearings.

“This draft {s an unsigned
and unbinding propasal. -
case (in New Jerscy] has n
been dro — il was
suspended,” Mr Saguisag said.
“That is why | made sure th
the agreement would have

be approved by Congress.”

Analysts said the way the
it would
take a new Congress to finish
on the issuc whea fis
members shall have assumcd
ofiee starting on the flirst day
of July.
— Depthnews Asia.

Of Christ, Christianity and the Easter

by Milan Mazumder

The Lord's death was unique in that it was the only death that
fulfilled millennia of prophecy. The sufferings and death of the

lous detail in the Jewish sacri-
ficial system, but they were
foretold by the prophets. It has
been stated that even In his
tragic hours on Lhe cross,

thirty-three separate Old
Testament prophecies were
falfilled.

He was the only Person (o
whom death was not inevitable.
Jesus said, 1 lay down my
life.... No man taketh it from
me, but | lay it down of mysell”
Kohn 10 : 17-18), To Him,
death was deliberately chosen.
He "gave himselfl for us”, wrole
Paul to Titus (2 : 14). He was
not d to the cross, but
drawn by quenchless love.

To Him alone, death was
not a result of sin. "The wages
of sin is death” (Romans 6 :
23). but as He did no sin, He
did not need to collect (s
wages. This left Him perfectly
free to assume the burden and
guilt of the world’s sin and to
provides deliverance from (ts
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Anyway, you hand over the
paper or ask for whatever it is
that you want. The man looks
at the paper and gives you a

ted look. You have just
ruined the litile nap he was
going to take. Grumbling, he
takes out a pen and just as he
is about to white down the
necessary into, one of the
other workers cracks a joke.

So, your man gets into a
very jovial mood. He starts
telling everyone about one of
his recent s [which
fs bound to be boring).
Someone else starts discussing
the scene. That really
does it. The whole office gets
into an animated conversation,
analysing like some CIA ex-

Messiah were not only foreshadowed in meticulous detail in
the Jewish sacrificial system, but they were foretold by the
prophets. It has been siated that even in his tragic hours on the
cross, thirty-three separate Old Testament prophecies were

fulfilled

bondage.

His was the only death ac-
companied by miracles. It was
appropriate that a life replete
with miracles should conclude
with a series of miracles.
There was the mysterious
darkness which was no eclipse
since the moon was then at its
farthest from the sun. And it
lasted not for a few minutes
but for three hours.

There was the miraculous
rending of the vell, sixty feet

long and thirty feet wide, re-

—
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perts, the balance of power
and forecasting the [uture.
Everyone has a view about this
and is willing to spend hours
getting his views through.

Meanwhile, you sit there
listening to these political
pundits while the time ticks
by. You have some other places
to go so you try to tell the fel-
low without seeming rude to
s talking and get moving.
Hlfpnpp-mnﬂy. can't hear be-
cause he never notices your

signals.

Finally, after what secems
like hours, he gets back to
your paper. He potnts out the
sleights mistakes and tells you

in no uncertain terms what he

quiring three hundred men to
handle it. The rent was from
top to bottom, by no human
hand. A might earthquake ac-
companied His death.

"Rocks were rent and grave
opened ... Many bodies of the
saints which slept arose... and
appeared to many" (Mathew
27:52) are conclusive evidence
of His power over death.

_ Finally, his was the only
death that made possible the
forgiveness of sins an experi-

he hands you back the paper
with the additions.
Tuu;:twgrﬂh:mhh:u.

Out of politeness you start to
say thank you. Then the
thought crosses your mind.

Two other important things
about Christ emerge from the
above quotes (verses). First, He
was truly a human, because He
died. Death is characteristic of
mankind. In this fact lies the
necessity for the incarnation.
He was also God because
He ross from dead. Man
cannot rise from dead . Man
cannot rise from death . Jesus
was infinite,

Exactly in the manner and
for the purpose revealed in the
scripture He died for our sins.
He was buried, not in a com-
mon grave, but in a new tomb.
He rose n on the third day
under the circumstances
recorded in the scripture, It
was a bodily resurrection.
When the women and Peter
and John looked into the
tomb, it was empty except for
the grave clothes still lying in
the folds that had encased

Sir, The recent letter, in
your daily, so anguished in
tone, from a teac of St.

s School, s me
to write this to tell him, that

leaving an empty chrysalis.

But how can the resurrec-
tion be explained? Christ's
body must have been removed
either by human or super-hu-
man hands. If by human hand
sit must have been by the
hands of friends or foes, His
foes would not, because that
would look as if he really had
risen. His friends could not
remove, because the body for
the tomb was sealed and a
guard of sixty soldiers watched
to ensure that it was not rifled.
The only alternative is that
"God the Father ... raised Him
from the dead” (Bible Galatian
1:1).

If Christ did not rise [rom
the dead as His disciples
claimed, we cannot account for
the complete transformation of
these men who had been cow-
ering behind closed doors for
fear of the Jews, Their radiant

joy and fearless witness is les-

timony of His transformation.
The writer (s Secretary, H |
Alumni Association of

all is not lost

yet. He laments

why it could not be one of his
students, who wrote the letter

on the Irish . instead
of a bidesht’. ps his stu-
dents will write, at some later
point but please, Father, do
not be so disheartened and do
not feel your 45 years stay in
this country has been in vain.

It has not; remember the
good things that have come of

. your stay and forget that one

unwritten letter. And | am
sure, your cup will always be
half full and not hall empty.
That silver lining is there,
believe me.

P Hague
Dhanmondi, Dhaka



