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For the English counties, April

LONDON. Apr 17:
For the county
cricketer April is
rarely the
crucllest month.

Rain, sleet and

occastonally snow often reduce
the country’'s quintessential
summer game to a frozen farce
during the capricious English
spring, rcports Reuter.

But the overwhelming com-
pensation for players and
spectators allke is the annual
rchirth of hope at the begin-
ning ol the English season, a
time when memory and desire
mix in pleasant anticipation of
the summer months to follow.

On both the local and the
international level the portents
for the 1992 season, which
opened with the [ixture be-
tween county champions Ezek
and an England A side al
Lord’'s this week, look Intrigu-
Ing.

For the first time since
Welsh club Glamorgan entered
the county championship in
1921 there is a new side in
the world’'s oldest domestic
compelition.

The north-easl county of
Durham has asscmbled a mot-
ley bunch of old troupers and
eager youngsters plus
England's most marketable
player in lan Botham.

Botham s gelling no
younger, and certainly no
slimmer, and he has never
been a consistent domestic
performer.

But at 36 he is still capable
of responding to the big occa-
sion and remains a sometimes
thunderous striker of the ball.

who has now ripened into a
shrewd medium-face trundier.

The suspicion remains that
Durham are ltkely to prove a
bigger threat in the one-day
compelitions than in the
championship, especially with
their cholce of Dean Jones as

o km —
Durham debut waiting

their overseas player.

The 3)]-year-old Australian
Is a marvellous one-day bats-
man, whose choice of strokes
and audacious running be-
tween the wickets border on
the arrogant.

The enterprising recruit-
ment of the colourful victorian
has been overshadowed* by
Yorkshire's first overseas
signing, the precociously tal-
ented Indian Sachin
Tendulkar,

At 18, Tendulkar is already
one of the best batsmen in the
world, a player of astonishing
Etunty with limitless poten-

His selection for Yorkshire
iIs a milestone in English
ericket and social history, with
the county of the white rose
finally forced to change with
the times and seek players
outside its boundaries,

Other imports include West
Indies’ batsman Carl Hooper at
Kent while Australian all-
rounder Mark Waugh returns
to Essex.

Essex, the most successful
of the English counties since
winning their first champi-
onship in 1979 and led again
by national skipper Graham
Gooch pick their overseas
players shrewdly. Waugh has
proved an outstanding success,
scoring prolifically in all com-
petitions with an elegance and
style reminiscent of his great
Australian predecessors Archie
Jackson and Greg Chappell.

The three-day county game
and the Village Green Sunday
social match have co-existed in

llity as the very founda-
tion of the English game.

The Village Green survives
but yet again county cricket
wil]l be examined this year with
reformers secking a four-day

championship.
Bul eontrary to expectations

marks the rebirth of hope

a package to be prescnted to
the Test and Enunl]r Cricket
Board on May 19 does not
propose reducing the three
current one-day competitions.

For the first time England
will host five one-day interna-
tionals in season against the
same side when World Cup
champions Pakistan visit, and
traditionalists increasingly fear
five-day Test cricket is under
real threat.

The crowds continue to
purr into Test cricket in
England but in Australia, New
Zealand, India and Pakistan at-
tendances are sharply own.

Graeme Wright. the oulgo-
ing Editor ol Wisden, has some
truncate criticisms of the
game's administrators in this
year's annual and is particu-
larly harsh on the marketing
men he belteves now call the
shots.

In a passage praising
England spinner Phil Tufnell
he writes: "Yet in some quar-
ters there are those, it seems,
who think that the future be-
longs not to the spin bowler
but to the man who paints lo-
gos on the outfield. In which
case, there might not be a
place jor P.C.R Tulnell ...

"The logo on the outfield is
a symbol. It is a symbol of the
level to which England cricket
has to go to earn a crust.”

A sign of the times which
Wright would have duly noted,
is that although the county
scason does nol begin until
April 25, two of the one-day
competitions will already be
underway with the Sunday

league starting this Sunday.

Prmgle ton rescues Essex

LONDON, Apr 17
: Derek Pringle
began his 15th
scason in first
class cricket with
a rare cenlury as
champions Essex
their way to a
draw against

lord’s on

countly
clawed
respeciable
England A at
Thursday, reports Reuter.
England’'s rising stars found
Pringle and Graham Gooch in

commanding early
form.

Pringle cracked 13 fours in
his 102 not out, only the ninth
century ol his career and his
first for four ., and added
113 with Gooch for the sev-
enth wicket — England's cap-
tain hitting a six and nine fours
in his 75.

Neil Foster weighed in with
36 as Essex recovered from
106 for six to their eventual
317 for eight declared in reply
te the team's 456 for seven
declared

More than 10 hours of the
scascn's traditional curtain-
raiser was lost 40 the weather.

scason

INGLEFWOOD
Caltfornia Apr
I7: John McE-
nroe may be in
the of hia
tennts career, but

heyhas not lost his legendary
combative spirit, reports

Reuter

The 33 -year-old American
tennis champion has {::
shifled gears from tennis
to outspoken elder statesman.

McEnroe, playing what he
says will be his last on
the pro-tour, will have a new
lorum to air his grievances
when he joins a US ielevision
broadcast team for the French
Open and Wimbledon tennis
tournaments this summer.

1 look lorward o express-
ing my views about tennds to
the viewing ni~ public be-
cause Lthey nved o see the
other side,” McEnroe sald an
interview on Thursday.

Tm not going to walk on in
the first five minutes and read

a list of that need 10 be
changed. It's something that
will go with time,” said

McEnroe, here for today's ex-
hibition match with compa-
triot Jimemy Connors.

Al the top of McEnroe's list
of complaints appeared (o be
the ATP tour ranking system.

He said the rankings, which
use only a player's best 14
lournaments, hurt older play-
ers like McEnroe who want to

play fewer lournaments. The

Bul on Thursday rain inter-
vened for just three overs in a
malch which England selec-

DEREK PRINGLE

tors will discuss seriously
when they choose the team for
next month's Texaco trophy
internationals against Pakistan.

players who compele In 25
lournaments can drop their
worst 1] results.

'm not going to be full
time professional next
year, ' I'd ke to keep my op-
tlons open. There is a lot | can
do without playing all the
tournaments that are required,

JOHN McENROE
most of which | think are a

complete waste of time,"

McEnroe said.
Shifting gears o the Davis

Cup. McEnroe, the win-

ninggest U.S Davis Cup player
in history with 41 tir#l:; vic-

tories, seems upset about not
phpn;nrul:m&wu.atu-m_

"l feel | could have made
the difference between win-

tylish 61
hn.lll bj" mark \Hnugh lll1.|mI=
nated a momning also notable
for some fine bowling from
Tim Munton, Dominic Cork
and lan Salishbury.

Salisbury, a 22-year-old
Sussex leg spinner, demon-
strated his growing stature by
dismissing Waugh in his Arst
over.

Gooch tried to his Salisbury
out of his stride, taking six
fours and a six from his first
spell of 12 overs. But Salisbury
was eventually rewarded with
the second ball of his second
spell, Gooch ﬂdgung to gully.

But fast wier Devon
Malcolm has some work to do
before the Test series starts on
June 4.

Malcolm, a an in-
ternational comeback, bowled
sharply and proved that injury

on the recent a tour
of the Carfbbean are behind
him.

Yet his 14 overs cost 76
runs and his control clearly
has to improve during the
next month.,

ning and losing last year In
France and Inzl't that 1 de-

scrved a place on the Olympic
team. | wasn't given either of
those opportunities. I'd like to
be Davis Cup captain, but I'm
not holding my breath, * he
st

McEnroe said he would
welcome the appointment, but
make it clear that he would
not become part of the USTA

(U.S Tennis Association) bu-
reauCTacy .

Let's [ace i, these [ USTA
officials ) are people who have
been in bureaucracy for 20
years who [inally a moment
in the sun, and they ride
around in limousines and hope
that people know who they
are,” McEnroe said
ﬂj’l started ofl as

ball boys or something and
now they are president of
USTA", he said

McEnroe also had an opin-
lon about former Wimbledon

"Il:lm‘lblyl-dlhdlhm'
he has, the discase, and that it

that he seemed 1o be the
fect example of where o
the line. Some argue
that this should ™

Sampras puts paid to Gomez

NICE, Apr 17:
Pete Sampras
boosted his clay
courl preparation
for next month's

h!fmhﬂm

b Andres in the
8o round of 1 Nice
tennis lournament on
Tucsday, reporis Reuter.

The Amcrican o
a 78 7-5 victory over vel
eran Ecuadorian, the 1990

French Open tithist, bul said he
was making progress in his
first event on the surface this
STy

Tm doing betier and better
udqrmntfhdqll-:l
problems on my serve. i s an

ideal preparation for the
French Open”, Sampras sadd at

th:tn:lufl display of at-

ﬂomu had the E:‘ﬂrtlh

of the maich at 5-4, but

Sampras got it back Immed!
and took the first set 7-5
tie break.

Comez then saved a match

point when he trafled 5-3 in

the second set to level at 55

before crashing out of a match

disrupted by rainy spells.

In the quarter-finals,
Sampras will meet France's
Henri Leconte in a revenge of
last year's Davis Cup final.

Leconte seemed back on
form in his 63, 61 victory
over Spain's Tomas Carbonell

in

J

Tendulkar to leave
on Apr 27

NEW DELHI, Apr 17 :
India’'s teenage batting sensa-
tion Sachin Tendulkar will
leave for England on April 27,
three days after he tums 19, 0
play for Yorkshire in the coun-
try championship, his [amily
said today, reports Reuter.

"Sachin will be available to
make his debut as the first
overscas r for Yorkshire
at the end ol the month,” said
Ajit Tendulkar, his brother, in
a telephone interview from
their home in Bombay.

He said Tendulkar could
make his debut in a one-day
game against Kent on April 30.

Yorkshire signed Tendulkar
this month as thetr first over-
scas and first non-white player.

He made his debut for India
when he was 16 and has
emerged as the country's
bvrightest batting prospect. He
averaged 47.16 during the re-
cent World Cup and has so-
cred two Test centuries.

Agassi advances
to quarters

TAMPA, Florida, Apr 17: Andre
Agassi turned on his showboa-
ting with some flery ten-
nis to to the quarter-
finals In the 235,000 dollar
USTA men's clay courts on

Thursday, reports Reuter.
Agassi, second seed,
and ranked 17 in the world,

defeated Italy's unseeded

Claudio Pistolesti 6-1,6-2.
Fourth seeded Jaime Yzaga

of Peru also won his second-

round match, de unseed
Jacce Elltingh of the
Netherlands, 6-4.6-4.

Agassi, on fire early In the
match, blasted serves and
groundstrokes againsli
Pistolesti, reaching 5-0 | leav-
ing the Itallan to only smile in
despair and to applaud his op-
ponent

But at 51, after Agassi
pounded in three aces to reach
set point, the American began
Joking with his t and
the crowd. " How much will

Juhdnlt again? he
setting up for a fourth
Ahmulrudhuth somecone
yelled from the crowd Agassi
tossed in a sofll serve, but
Pstolestt hit it back for a win-
ner. then hit two dou
bie - ts and seemed In trou-
ble, but he escaped with the
sct 8- | on a servioe winner
The tide turned briefly in

the second set as Plstolesi
ook a 2-0 lead. Bul the ltallan

could not ca on hia ad-
vanlage, Agnssis concen-
tratbon returned with * a

vengeance. He bhroke Plstolest
three times in the set o reach
52 ., then served out the
match 6-2 with a forehand
winner.

1 lesl I'm closing in on the
level 1T want to make.”

my confi-

mﬂnlhlht

Star ﬁl-e pl"mtu of former worl

d numh-er one tennis pllj'ﬂ!'

Stefan Edberg (R) and his long-time girlfriend Anette
Olsen. The Swedish muple gets married today in

LONDON, Apr 17:
English cricket’s
governing body
has recomme-
nded swecping
changes to the
format of next season's inter-
counly competition, reporls
AP,

The 1B couniy clubs, Minor
Countics and the Marylebone
Cricket Club will vote on Lhe
proposals at a special meeting
May 19. A simple majority of
the 20 votes would approve
the changes,

The Test and County
Cricket Board's proposals were
drawn up by a special commit-
tee led by Middlesex chairman
Mike Murray

The key i a proposal to
drop the traditional three-day
county game. The current sea-
son, which started this week,
invoives 16 three-day games
and six four-dayers.

Murray's commitlee wants
the |8 flirst-class counties to
play each other once in a four-
day competition,

Limited over cricket would

also change under Murray's
proposals. The 40-over Sunday
League games would adopt the
World Cup format of 50 overs
with some associated rule
changes.

The mid-week competi-
tion. known as Lhe Benson and
ledges Cup, would become a
knock-out competition possi-
bly including teams [rom
Holland and Denmark.

Under the proposals the

current 72 days per scason of

first-class cricket would be re-
duced to 68. Fewer playing
days would cost the clubs rev-
enue,

County club Yorkshire,
which has strongly cpposed
previous calls for a four-day
competition, signalled it may
be prepared to wvote [or
Murray's recommendations.

"Our committee has always
been opposed to a four-day
championship but we may have
to come to terms with the tide
ol current opinion,” Yorkshire
chiel executive Chris Hassell

said.
| don't think the fears of

Napoli support

NAPLES, Italy,
Apr 17: Diego
Maradona's for-
mer Club Napoli
ralled round the
Argentine star on
Thursday alter he played a
charity match despite a FIFA
ban, reports Reuter

The former Argentine
skipper scored two goals and
sel up two more (n a game on
Wednesday o raise funds for
the family of an Argentine in-
ternational who died aflter
surgery carlier this year.

Napies captain Ciro Ferrara
defended Maradona's decision

for Maradona

to play in Argentina despite a
I5-month ban from FIFA, soc-
cer's world governing body, for
[ailing dope test.

‘I was expecting him to
play. Knowing him well, |
knew the templation to play
was strong. The fact he scored
twice is a very good sign,”
Ferrara said.

“If he scored and amused
the crowd It means he's well
[Mego is an extraordinary per-
son and what he has done
confirms this,” said Gianfranco
Zola, seen as Maradona's heir
in the First Division chub.

Put-up matches
were the order of
the day once
again at the Dha-
ka Stadium yes-
terday.

Existential concern can at
times give birth to weird re-
sults like one that the football
lovers witnessed in the maich
between Police and Public
Works Department. Police,
strugghing to stay in the First
Division league with only six
points, sprang a surprise by
beating the more fancied and
stronger PWD by the odd goal
in the five in the second match
of the league on a day that saw
a shameless, naked demon-
stration of ‘arranged flootball
between Dhanmondi and
Ada.m in the previous te,

ice shot into the lead in
lhf 13th minute of the [first
hall when Khokon nodded
home a lob by teammale
Babul Das (1-0).

Lulu of Police made it two-
nil much (o the surprise of
the sparse crowd ten minutes
later when he found the net
after another Babul Das shot
slipped out of PWD custodian
Abdullah Lahul's grip 2-0.

PWD injected some sanity
in the topsy-turvy proceedings
by pulling back a goal in the
36th minute when their
Mushtag leapt to head a Rakib
croas past Arman, the Police
custodian, {2-1).

Police's turn of being at the
receiving end continued in the
second hall when Munna, who
had a mixed stint in Abahani
Krira Chakra before pledging
his allegiance to PWD, headed
the equaliser in the 11th
minute 2-2.

TCCB plans sweeping changes |

some counties aboutl the pro-
posed new structure will be
subslantiated.”

FIFA team to
inspect bids

ZURICH, Apr 17 : A FIFA In-
spection team will start next
week to examine facilities in
France, Morocco and
Switzerland, the three coun-
tries bidding to stage the 1998
World Cup soccer tournament,
reports RHeuter.

AFIFA official on Thursday
said theinspection would take
place in Morocce from April
21-24, France from April 25-
29 and Switzerland form April
JO-may 2.

The three-man team would
comprise Arentine Alfredo
Cantilo, Peter Velamppan of
Malaysia and Canada's Walter
Sieber the official said.

There report would be
submitied to the Executive
Committee which would inter-
view the three candidates be-
fore deciding the host counitry
in Zurich on July 2.

Bats retires

PARIS, Apr 17 : Joel Bats,
goalkeeper with France's suc-
cessful soccer team of the
1980s . is retiring at the end
of the season after a 16-year
professional career, reports
Reuter.

Bats, 35, won 50 caps for
France between 1983 and
1988, a record for a goal-
keeper,

Bails, who will stay with
Parts St Germain as a coach,
said on Thursday "It was not an
easy decision to take but |
thought the time was right. |
did not want to play one sea-

son too many.”

They stoop to fool

Sports Reporter

Police again had things in
the ‘proper perspective’ when
Lulu unlcashed along shot
which substitute PWD custo-
dian SaidGr [ailed 1o arrest and
the ball crawled into the net
(3-2).

Police , with this win have
reached the relative safety of
eight points from 14 matches
while PWD remain compla
cently stuck on 17 also [rom
14 outings.

Less sald the better about
the first match of the day be
tween Dhanmondi Club and
Adamjee Sporis Club which

isgusting, drab and de-
plorable,

Dhanmondi were the first
to viclate the virginity of the
net when Biswajit's shot in the
seventh minute of the Arst hall
zoomed in alter Biplab's shol
had come off the crosspicce
(1-0).

Javed doubled the margin
two minutes later to make
(2-0).

The second hall as usual be-
longed Lo Adamjee with the
team going the whole hog o
restore parity. They reduced
the margin from the [irst
chance they got when Zamirul
scored from a melee{2-1)

If the understanding is good
one does not have o depend
too much on fortune which
pocts and Iftterateurs have
from time (o time alluded as
strumpet. No such thing If you
know when and how to gifi
your [riends a penalty. Saifu of
Dhanmondi knew his job in
felling Akhtar of Adamjee in
the box in the 23rd minute
and the poor releree had to
whistle for a penalty. Badshah
had too many butterflies in the
stomach and spofled the gift by
hitting the post. However,
Shaheen was there 1o make
amends for the chance mufled
by his teammalte and made it
iwo-all seven minutes [rom
time from a flag kick

Adamjee have 12 points
from 14 matches and
Dhanmondi 11 ffrom 14 en
counters.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Victoria vs Wanderers (6
pm)

Agrani vs Eskaton (8 pm]

China favourites

SINGAPORE, Apr |17: China
arce the early favourites In the
preliminary rounds of the four
nation 10th Asian Cup football
tournament beginning here
Sunday, reportis AFP.

The other teams in group 4
of Lhe compelition are
Malaysia, Indonesia and
Singapore. After a round-robin
playoll here, the winner will
make it to Hiroshima where
10 nations will vie for the tithke

Eight of the finalists will
emerge from the eighi group
maiches while the two auto
matic qualifiers are defending
champions Saudi Arabia and
hosts Japan.

The Hiroshima finals will be
held in October.

in the opening malch on
Sunday, hosts Singapore will
take on Malaysia while in the
last match of the eight-day
tournament on April 26 China

will play Singapore.

The fixtures :

April 19—Singaporec vs
Malaysia

April 20—China vs
Indonesia

April 2]1—res| day

April 22—Indonesta vs

Singapare
April 23— Malaysia vs China
April 24—rest day

April 25—Malaysia vs
Indonesia

April 26—Singapore vs
China
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