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Women's Status and Other Issues

by Fayza Haq

Carel Rose, a 3] year old fellow of the
Iinstitute of Current World Alfairs is here to
study specific problems of the country. “"The
institute is a nonprofit private foundation. it was
established in ‘25 and the purpose of the insti-
tute is 0 increase the understanding of issues
and areas of the world where international at
tention is lacking. * Carol explained.

“Each year,” Carvl claborated “ they select
nnl or two persons, usually a wriler, to spend
two to five years in any area of the world. I'm on

two and a half year fellowship . The purpose is
write newsletters about this part of the world
Ih: reports are circulated to select Individ-
who are considered opinion leaders, and
t inclydes newspapers, magazine editors,
in Washingten , human rights groups
N missions and academics. The circulation is
around 3.000. I'm the first fellow in the
Subcontinent since the '60s. This is my first trip
to Bangladesh and I'm inlerested in looking at
the status of women and the Rohingvas. °
"In neral,l'm
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and CARE, and Mai-

Destitute Women,™
Carol continued.

"1 think as re-
gards the status of
women in Bangla:
desh there is a lot of
room for improve-
ment. However, from
what ['ve seen the-
re’'s a tremendous amoun! ol very good work
underway to assist women by agencies like
CARE. It seems that over population is probably
the greatest challenge facing Bangladesh. Any
solution will probably require a combination of
education and distribution of birth control
devices and economic reforms particularly
pension system lo support people in their old
age so that they will not need money from their
children,"Carol elaborated about her opinton of
| Bangladesh.

Before she started on the [cllowship she was
a foreign aflairs editorial writer for a midwest-
ern newspaper with a circulation of 300,000.
"T've also written for ‘New York Times,” Times
of London' and Financial Ti ", she said

Discussing journalism in USA Carol said that
it was getting more and more commercialised .
"There is more local news to please the adver-
tisers and less focus on international news de-
spite the fact that readers are interested in for-

new. Ads are controlled by the news .
There are fewer and fewer [amily owned news-
papers and more corporate owned. There are
fewer newspapers as big newspapers buy small
newspapers and merge them. As a result there

is less competition. This hurts the news." she
said.
"On the positive side | think technology is

bringing the world closer like CNN, In that way

news in places like Ban h is reaching :
ple through TV . | also hope that there will be
competition against CNN because | think it has
an American bias,” she added.

Talking about the women journalists in USA
Carol remarked,” They are generally very re
spected but not very well paid. | am doing this
rescarch type work because it is an ppportunity
to travel to parts ol the world that | believe is
very important and too often neglected by the
mainstream of the media. As a journalist I've
been to Japan and Middle East but | don't think
it will be easy to convince a newspaper lo send
me to Bangladesh and other places in the
Subcontinent specially now with the increase in
emphasis on local news at the expense of for-
cign aflairs.”

What is the present status of the feminist
movement in USA? "The feminist movement is
now moving to the next phase. Now there s a
debate. On one side there is those who recog
nise that women want families as well as ca
reers. And on the
other side there are
those who are on
the vanguard and
who continue to be
more militant. Alte-
rall women make
.only 66 cents to
every dollar made by
men. Equal Rights
Amendments to the
Constitution has not
been passed. On the
positive side, sexual
harassment while it
continues is now
recognised as a
problem,” Carol com-
mented.

Talking about the
position of women
in general she said
that it is always im-
proving but that
there is still a long
way to go. She rea-
lised that in the
Subcontinent it was
much more difficult
for women to have a
career than in US .

)0 US journalists have enough freedom under
the press freedom and freedom of information
acts? "In the US the freedom of the press is the
sirongest in the world and that fincludes
England. | still think there is too much govern-
ment secrecy , specially after Reagan, but mare
will the government ban a story. Freedom of
speech i1s [undamental to democracy,"Carol in-
ormed

Are there still areas where where they f(ace
difficulty?” | think the biggest problem is finan-
cial as the corporation squeeze the newspapers
for profits . There is less money for journalists
who want to travel, "Carol said.

What was her impression of Bangladesh? The
people on the streets are very gracious and gen-
tle to women as compared to other places in the
Subcontinent , Nepal apart."I've been in the
Subcontinent for one and a half so the dirt
and grime doecs not upset me. The only differ-
ence is that there are many more people here
than in the same area anywhere else.” Carol said.
She also insisted that she loved the fish and
"deal” in :

Carol ,who has a master's degree in
International Relations from the London School
of Economics, is joined for a fortnight's
holiday by her husband Tom Harrington, who is
a consultant with the UN nnd a freelance pho-
tographer.

Joan Holmes — g!ubn! Chief Executive D1rec1;ur of the Hunger Project addressing a

press conference at

the National Press Club Friday. Also seen in the picture are

ﬁuhjlh-l Kabir, chief, Bangladesh Chapter and Dr John Conrad, Initiative Director of the

'Hunger Project' to explore
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new areas for joint action

The ‘Hunger Project’ will
new areas for joint ac-

tion for an end to hunger in
Bangladesh, the organisation's
visiting global Chief Executive
Director told a press confer-

Prais : '
sing the '‘new spirit
that she has seen In
Bangladesh during her weck-
long stay, Joan Holmes said,
“It is in to witness the
creativity, determination, op-
timism and solid achievements
of the people of Bangladesh”.
The Hunger Project is a
global non- rnmental or-
isation working 'to end
by the year 2000".

“We're a group of indi-
viduals ply commitied to
the hun:-ﬂty" Holms asserted
replying to.a question and
added "We're not traditional
NGO deing traditional devel-
opment work”.

"Ninety per cent of our
funds come from private,. ordi-

By Staff Correspondent

nary indtviduals.”

The project focuses its ef-
forts on what individual human
beings must do for all people
to have the chance to lead
healthy and productive lives,
the press conference was told,

r -John Conrad, the
Initiative Director ol the

President greets
Robert Mugabe

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Friday felicitated
Robert Gabriel Mugabe,
President of the republic of
Zimbabwe on the occasion of

its Independence Day, reports

BSS.
In his message, the
President conveyed best

wishes for Mugabe's good
health, happiness and long life

. and for the continued peace,

progress and prosperity of the
friendly people of Zimbabwe.

Project, Shahjahan Kabir, iis
Bangladesh chapter chief,
were also present.

The Bangladesh chapter is a
two-ycar-old body.

@) Saturday

Upc ning announcement

Al-Quran
Programme summary

5.10 News in Bangla

5.20 Recitation from the
Tripitak

6.30 Sports World

6.00 Drama series Sir
Nicholas

7.06 Bansharee [Folk songs)

8.00 News in Bangla

8.30 Probaha

9.00 Ujjiban (Religious pro-
gramme)

10.00 News in English

10.30 Drama series : Dallas

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Sunday's programme
SuImmary

11.45 Closing

I

Zonta Int'l team
due tomorrow

A five-member Zonta inter-
national delegation led by its
President Leneen Forde ar:
rives in Dhaka tomerrow

(Sunday) on a five day visit to
ﬁlxlhlh. reporis 35S,

delegation will present
charters to Zonta 111, Dhaka
and Zonta IV, Chitlagong.

Besides presentation of
charters the team members
will attend joint meetings of all
the Zonta clubs of Dhaka, visit
Korotia t for rural dis-
tressed, women and medical
centre and free day ecare cen-
tre for under-privileged chil-
dren at Azimpur run by Zenta
Chub 11,

They will also visit the adult
literacy programme for under-
privileged women and [ree
clinic for their families, run by
Zonta Club 111 and health and
child care centre of Zonta Club
1.

Perin Hakim, Mano Mutha
Krishna and D Dalal will leavw
Dhaka for London on April 23,

MEP teachers'
training
concludes

RAJSHAHI, Apr 17: A week
long training course, organised
by Bangladesh Islamic
Foundation for the teachers of
Mass Education Programme,
ended here today at Imam
Training Centre, reports BSS.

Mayor of Rajshahi City
Corporation Mizanur Rahman
Minu was present as the chief
guest at the concluding session
and distributed certificates
among the trainees.

Presided over by Director of
imam Training Preject Md
Abdul Jabbar Chakhary, the
function was addressed by
Director General of
Bangladesh Islamic Foundation
Md Manjurul Haque Khan.

A total of 96 Imams from 12
districts participated in the
iraining course.

Addressing the trainees the
Mayor sald socio-cconomic
uplift of the nation could be
achieved through successfully
implementing the Mass
Education Programme. He said
two lakh Imams of the country
could play their role signifi-
cantly in this regard.

The Mayor called upon the
Imams to take part sponta-
neously in the Mass Education
Programme with a view to

jcating the curse of flliter-
acy [rom the country and mak-
ing the nation happy and pros

perous.

Chinese team
arrives today

A 3-member delegation of
Sanghai People's Association
for Friendship with Foreign
Countries led by its Secretary
General Yuan Gong Sia arrives
in Dhaka today (Saturday) on a
3-day visit to Bangladesh, re-
ports UNB.

The delegation will come in
the city at the invitation of
Bangladesh-China People’s
Friendship Association
(BCPFA) at the last leg of its 3-
nation tour of India, Pakistan
ad Bangladesh.

During the visit, the delega-
tion members will meet lead-
ers of the BCPFA and exchange
views them on future
strengithening economic coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries.

The delegation is expected
to meet with high government
officials and visit historical

places including National
Mausoleum at Savar and
Sonargaon.

Rabindra, Nazrul
Jayanti body
meet held

A coordination commitiee
meeting to observe the birth
anniversaries of Rabindra Nath
Thakur and Kazi Nazrul Islam
was held Thursday at the audi-
torfum of Shil Academy
with State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahanara Begum in
the chair, reports BSS.
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Abdus Samad Azad, Deputy Leader of the Opposition in Parliament

discussion on Mujibnagar Day at the Awami League central office at the
Avenue Friday.
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Science, technology to get top
priority in Open University

The central exhibition and
competition of the 15th
National Science and
Technology Week began at the
National Science and
Technology Muscum premises
al Agargaon in the city Friday,
reports BSS.

Organised by the Science
and Technology Diviston of the
Education Ministry, the four-
day exhibition and competition
is being participated by about
|50 competitors with their
innovated projects.

The theme of the Week is
“Science and Technology In
the Socio- Economic
Development.”

The main objectives of the
Week are to create public
awareness about science, cre-
ate enthusiasm in the minds of
the budding scientists for
creative activities and encour-
age innovatigns using indige-
nous raw materials.

This year about 35,000
young scientists participated
in the district level competi-

tions of the Week which was
held in January- February this
year. The central competitors
topped the lists at the junior
and senfor group titions
held at the district level.

Inaugurating the exhibition
Education Minister
Zamiruddin Sircar under-
scored the need for proper
culture of science and tech:
nology with a view to making
the country and the nation
self- rellant.

He said to achieve self-re-
liance and production-
orented wWas a must
This was why the present gov-

ernment had given emphasis
on both formal and noﬂ.arrrn.l

system of education, he
added .
State Minister for

Education Principal M Yunus
Khan was the special guest on
the occasion. Presided over by
the Joint Secretary of the
Science and Technology
Division Begum Kodeza Azam,

No plan to cut aid to
Dhaka: German envoy

The German Ambassador,
Dr Karl Heinz Scholtyssek
Friday described the relation-
ship betweer his country nn;i
Bang! h as "friendly, excel-
lenl amnrm." reports BSS.

"We are going to support
the young democracy In
Bangladesh and the two coun-
tries have sympathy and re-
spect for ecach other,” Dr
Scholtyssek said while giving a
talk on "German-Bangladesh
Economic Relation® at the
Lions Club of Dhaka Solidarity
in the city.

He said that there would be
no cut in the level ol economic
assistance provided by
Germany to the developing
countries including Bangladesh
despite diverting of funds for
development of eastern part of

Germany and the East
European countries.
Dr Scheltyssek said

Bangladesh was at present re-
ceiving 110 million Deutsche
Mark equivalent to Taka 275
crore as development assis-
tance from Germany annually.

Another 40 million DM was
also being channeled through.
various non- governmental or-
ganisations.

Besides, he said, German
contribution to projects taken
under the framework of the
European Commission was
about 26 per cent.

Pre-disaster
preparedness
meet held

An emergency meeting on
pre-disaster pre ness Was
held at the Ministry of Relief

to face the possible natural
disaster like cyclone and tidal
bore, with State Minister for
Reliel Lutfor Rahman Khan in
the chair, reports BSS.
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No change in day temperature

By Staff Correspondent s

Thc rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary
wind is likely to occur at one or two places over the
divisfon and the regions of Pabna, Bogra, Jessore,
Kulhtln. Comilla and Sylhet during the next 24 hours till 6 -
pm Saturday, according to Met office.
Weather is likely to remain mainly dry :lnewhcrc ACToss
the country during the same period.
Day temperature is likely to remain mainly unchanged dur-

ing the period over the country.
experienced the highest temperature

The country Friday

of 40.2 degree C:].uiu: in Rajshahi and the lowest, 21.0 in

Sylhet.

The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6:22 pm and rises tomor-

row [Sunday) at 5:34 am.

The temperature and humidity recorded at important ci-

ties and towns on Friday are:

Cities /Towns Temperature Humidity =

Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 36.0 25.0 53 59
Chit ng 32.0 25.0 BO 76
Ra i 40.2 23.0 67 25
Khulna 36.0 22.5 78 -
Cox’'s Bazar 32.5 e 7 -
Sylhet 33.0 21.0 70 65
Comilla 33.56 245 78 78
Barisal 33.8 22.6 78 78
Jessore 38.6 - - -
Rangpur 36.5 21.7 53 36
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- OurIntegrated efforts to
- serve the nafion with

The German envoy said that
the emphasis of development
cooperation between the two
couniries was on population
contyel, development of en-
ergy, infrastructure, flood ac-
tion plan and alleviation of

D’:}' Scholtyssek said a
German delegation would soon
\dﬂl Dhaka to conduct a study

on p export oriented
industries and development of
private enterprises

He said Bln,!,ladeah
ucts were making a "good in-
road” to German market and

the balance of trade was
favourable to Bangladesh.
in 1990-91, esh ex-

ported goods worth 127 mil-
lion US dollar to Germany
against an import of 110 mil-
lion US dollar.
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University Dr Maniruzzaman
Mia, spoke on “Educational
environment in h" in
the second session of the talks
which was presided over by
the Club President . ATM

Rafique.

the tnaugural function was also
addressed the Member
Secretary of the National
Science Week Organising
Committee Dr Mubarak Al
Akhand and youn s scienitists
Mahfuja Parveen Chapal and
Faisal Habfb han Noman.
Referring to open univer-
sity, the Minister said science

and lechnology education
would be given top priority in
this university.

Prinetpal Yunus Khan said
the observance of National
Science and Tec - Week
would inspire the aci-
entists in creative activitics
and increase their sell- confi-
dence by several times.

Begum Khodeza Azam said

the observance of National
Science Week was introduced
during 1977-78 with the in-
spiration and directives of late
President Ziaur Rahman to
make the people science ori-
ented and to achieve scientific
progress and prosperity of the
country.
- Two symposia will be held
today (Saturday) and on Sunday
on “Science and Environment”
and "Sclience and
Development™ respectively as
part of the Science Week activ-
ities.

The symposia to be held at
the Science Museum, will be
participated by eminent scien-
tists and educationists. The
symposia are opan to all.

The exhibition will remain
open to the public from 2.30

pm to 6.30 pm on April 18 and
19 and from 9-30 am to 12-30 l

pm on April 20.
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Tk 11.5 lakh
Rotrain aid
for Rohingyas

Rotartans attending a re-
gional convention in the
Friday donated Taka 11.5
as rellel for the Rohingya
refugees who have been shel-
tered in different camps n
Cox's Bazar and Bandarban, re-

poris BSS

The Rotarians, responding
to an ‘appeal by Rotary
International President

Rajendra K Saboo, made spon-
tancous and instant contribu

tions which totalled over 11
mich.

The contributions were
made at the frst s -
ston of the thmtm‘:’
conference of ¢ ration and
goodwill held in st a lo-
cal hotel .

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostaflzur Rahman
a paper titled “Better
Tomorrow through
Preservation of Environment.”

The F Mindster tn his
speech mentioned the hard-
ships the Rohingyas were fac-
ing. He also mentioned the
damage caused to the envi-

" ronment because of the sud-

den influx of such a huge num.
ber of people who were cutling
trees and causing other harms
to the nature.

Nearly 700 delegates from
five countries including
Bangladesh are attending the
convention which was inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia.

No repatriation
of Bangladeshis

at this moment
is eager o see A
mutu solution o
the Libyan problem but ad-
heres to the UN ncur!ll:r coun-

cil's resclution,
Asked to um‘w

desh’'s position regarding the
UN Security Council's sanction
on Libya, a Foreign Dh
spokesman said here
Bangladesh fully respects
Charter of the United Nations."

He said, Bangladesh is abid-
ing by the latest Resolution No
748 in view of its mandatory
action.

The spokesman said Bang-
ladesh was at the same time,
hopeful that there would be
efforts by the members of the
Arab League and the Security
Council in f[inding out a
“mutually acceptable solution
to the problem.”

A large number of Bangla-
deshi nationals are employed
in Libya and are expected to deo
their jobs peacefully, he said.

He ruled out the possibility
of their repatriation at the

moment.
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