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Happy New Year

Today. the New Year's Day, is a national
day It could as well be called the Culture Day for
it indeed celebrates the Bengalee people's love
and a sense of deference for their culture. But
why should we need a national holiday to mark
that? It is so because, Pahela Boishakh or the
Bengali New Year's Day occupies a special place in
the making of this nation-state more than a
simple culture day could stand for. This day could
more aptly be called the day of 'National
Awakening,' which phenomenon did so much to
kindle in the hearts of the Bengali people a sense
of national identity. completely different from
and opposed to what the colonialist Pakistan
would have us believe in.

This year's heralding ol the new year iIs in a
way very special. We observe today the 25th an-
niversary or silver jubilee of the founding of
Pahela Boishakh as one of the days central to our
national life. In 1967 it started in an inostenta-
tious way at what is now so famous as the Ramna
Bawtomool. The leader of the cultural resistance
against Pakistan, Chhayanaut, seemed to have
electrified the nascent sense of Bengalee nation-
alism by adding a new dimension to a day that
traditionally was observed by the shopkeepers
alone as a date for opening fresh books of
account

The particular way in which it has since been
celebrated at the Bawtomool and [ollowed else-
where throughout the nation helped separate it
from all such festivity in other nations, particu-
larly western. Closeness to nature in the purity of
the dawn breeze of Boishakh, immortalised by
Tagore in his songs. — and the elevating melodies
equally pure in their raga-based compositions in-
voking the new sunrise, help make the mind
start negotiating a fresh yearly lease of earthly
travails with a sense of positive tranquillity. This
sels the tone for the day. How one wished this
also set such a healthy tone for the whole of the
new vear !

To this has been latcly added the Boishakhi
Mela, a more traditional mode of marking a pub-
lic event, thanks to the initiative taken by a gov-
ernment agency. Although the racket created by
the mela — because of its joyous carnival temper
— cuts heavily into the serene be of the
day, a yearly fair of country handicrafts, specially
earthenware, more than makes up the loss.
Interestingly enough, this mela is helping revive
many endangered and near-extinct village delica-
cies by bringing a veritable country fair to town.

Although Boishakhi is a festival for the most
parts of Asia, here we celebrate it as the day be-
ginning the 'Bangla Sal' (Bengalli Calendar)
otherwise called the Fasali Shon or the harvest
calendar — introduced by Akbar the Great to facil-
itate his kingdom's revenue collection,

While wishing our compatriots and all Bengali-
speaking people abroad who, no doubt, are join-
ing us in our celebration of the day, a happy new
year shot with strivings for all that is good for
humanity in general, we specially want in the new
year our citizens to cover important new ground
in collective enterprise in the task of elimination
of poverty and illiteracy as well of setting new
milestones in literature, education and the
sciences Let Pahela Boishakh become a day of
true national awakening rather than be an un-
meaning symbol of it devoid of both worldly and
spiritual achievement.

Drought and Crop Loss

While the entire countiry is smarting under
scorching heat wave , in the north, in particular,
the situation is precarious. Under the spell of a
drought. the northern region stands to face an
economic disaster of astounding proportion.
Reports reaching from Kurigram, Bogra, Rangpur,
Sirajgani and even Satkhira cannot be more dis-
tressing so far as the production of crops is con-
cerned. A report carried by this newspaper yes-
terday says that 40 per cent paddy plants of Irri-
Boro in greater Rangpur district have already
been damaged by the persistent drought there.
The story of Satkhira is no better. For Bogra, the
proportion of such crop loss is estimated at 40 to
50 per cent. In Kurigram, the loss is yet to be
ascertained ( data are being collected). But the
figure for this severely affected area is expected
to be no less appalling.

The calamity, though partly natural, has in it a
fair share of human contribution as well. The fact
that loadshedding together with diesel shortage
has further worsened the situation is evident
from all the reports on the subject. Lack of fore-
sight and advance planning is what appears to be
the principal culprit in pushing the situation to
such a fringe. Farmers standing in long queue and
returning home without diesel is not a pleasant
sight.

igéuu:h things are surely avoidable if the admin-
istration takes into reckoning the need of farm-
ers in unusual circumstances or emergency. How
does one explain the diesel shortage — specially
when the weather forecast was conclusively for
no rain? To make the matter more complicated
perhaps, the power supply has become equally
unceriain. The point is that the crop loss is going
to seriously affect the country's economy which
“has been on a continuous downslide for a long
time. But, no doubt, the loss could be minimised
if only timely action could be taken by the government.

Meanwhile, State Minister for Reliel and
Rehabilitation, Lutfur Rahman Khan, informed the
Jatiya Sangsad that a total of 21,340 metric tons
of wheat was allocated for 432 special projects
under the Food for Work s In this
drought season. This, we understand. is only go-
ing to help the poorer section of the rural popu-
‘lation at a time when food is scarce in the coun-
tryside. But if the frrigation is hampered the way
it is being done now, many more people will face
siarvation in the days. Nor is it wise to
disturb the local production because that sets
into motion a number of inimical forces that eat
into the very vital of the national productive sys-
tem in the long run. It is, therefore, necessary to
develop a permanent supporting mechanism for
agriculture capnable of coping with emergency.

meeting members of
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, appre-
ciation for the bold and -
native leadership provided

the US in world politics;
thanked Americans for the

last year's cyclone in Bangla-
desh; and categoricall -tnlrd
that “Your ht for t

and distres around lht
globe has won universal admi-
ration”. Rarely has Washington,

in recent times, tved such
unqualified admifation from
any country of the Third
World, in general, and the

Muslim bloe, in particular. In
this sense, Begum Zia's trip
has served Lo soothe the
senses of the US political
leadership.

The Bangladeshi willingness
to support the foreign policy
objectives of the United States
— as was obvious during the
Gull crisis of 19891 — was
communicated this time, dur-
ing Begum Zia's visit to Lthe US,
in the form of a pledge to

T 74, Cheddi DBarrat
A Jagan is probably the

world's most enduring
Marxist politician. For 28 years
he has [unctioned as an
opposition leader in Guyana,
the small former British colomny
where an absorbing sequel is
being played out to the drama

of the collapse of communism

in Eurcnge

-delayed elections are
to be held later this year in
this country of about 700,000

people, the only English-
spcaking nation in South
America. Electoral reforms

look like ensuring that the
vote will be the fairest since at
least 1968,

For Jagan, whose political
patience rivals that of the bib-
lical Job, victory at last seems
tantalisingly within reach.
Opinion polls show that his
People’'s Progressive Party
(PPP) could win between 54-
61 per cent of the vote and
topple the ruling People's
National Congress (PNC) led by
President Desmond Hoyte.

Jagan is the son of Indo-
Guyancse parcnts. His father
WaSs An OVETSCET OnN A lll.ﬂ-.r e5-
tate. Cheddi studied dentistry
in the United States and en-
tered politics on his return
home. Despite his relatively
comfortable status, he was
fiercely opposed to British
colonial rule.

He became a thorm in the
side of London, which feared
that as a Marxist he planned
to set up a communist regime
in the Western hemisphere.
That was years before Cuba's
Fidel Castro (1958) and Chile's
Salvador Allende (1973), the
region's two other best-known
Marxist leaders. :

Concern mounted when
Jagan, heading the first popu-
lar mass party in Guyana, won
election in 1953 under a form
of internal self-government.

Only months later Britain —
with the active help of the US
— threw Jagan out of office,
sent troops lo the colony and
suspended the constitution.
Jagan wrote about the bitter
experience in his book
Forbidden Freedom.

He took office again in
1958, when the power was

stll in the hands of the British
Colonial Office, and would have
won elections in 1964.

But the first-past-the post

newspaper

Sir, | was really flattened to
find my earlier letter 'News-
paper Holiday' to feature in
your column 'My World' of 4th
April. Your observations on the
electronic media, specially
BTV, tempts me to add a little,

To start with allow me to
express my appreciation for
the glorious role of BTV in
telecasting the major sports
events like the world cups
(both football and cricket) re-
cently. We are indeed grateful.

We, the middle class, lead a
life of predictable mediocrity

adventure or achievement. So
when a media reflects the
same gualities we don't much
enjoy. Moreover, mere nonen-
tities like me (not the exalted
ex-police chief with the same
initials) can not create the
right mood at the right mo-
ment. While the articles of the
ncwspaper can wait for my
right mood, the electronic

devoid of moments of glory,

| PRIME MINISTER'S WASHINGTON VISIT: ONE VIEW

Fostermg a Spirit of Goodwill Best Serves Interests

by Dr Ashraful Hasan
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time in the form of a pledge to cooperate with the US in promoting a more peaceful and prosperous
world. For a country such as Bangladesh, it might, indeed, be advisable, in dealing with a

superpower, to foster the dynamics of cooperation.

how-
“talking”

Begum Zia did not,
ever, stop merely
cooperation and receiving
“dole-outs” in the form of PL-
480 lunds and assistance for
the Rohingya refugees. Access
to American markets [or
Hangladeshi products such as
textik e is, elc; assistance
in the fled of technology
transiers on mutually accept-
able terms; and other such
[igured prominently in
her "bag ol priorities”

In altempting to evoke a
positive responsc [rom the US
leadership, Begum Zia around
that development and democ-
racy went hand in hand. Thus,
if the United States was,
indeed, serfous about fostering
the nascent forces of democ-
racy in Bangladesh, Begum Zia
cautioned that, despite the
sharply reduced power of the
erstwhile Soviel Union as a
competitor in world politics
Washington could ill-afford to
ignore the developmental
needs of Bangladesh and other

Third World countries

The American political
elite, in responding to Begum
Zia's concerns, clarified that
the US does not intend to
curtail developmental funds to
the Third World A .
statement such as this .ng
not be Interprcted as bein
indicative of an -pn-qu.lllﬂt!!
American commiiment to the
development needs of Ban
desh. The assumption implicit
in any US assurance of
assistance is that the aid-
reciptent will further, In one
lorm or the olther, the national
interests of the donor state
I‘rt:-mullnl:, the dynamics of in
terde pendence between Dhaka
and Washington 1s thus, In a
unipolar type world, not just
important — but eritical o Lhe
developmental needs of

Bangladesh

Prestdent BBush, in his re
cent meecting with Begum Zia,
explicitly thanked Bangladesh
for its support during the Gulf
War Bangladeshi contributions
to the UN peace-keeping
ellorts in the Middle Easlt,
Cambodia and Namibia were
also accorded recognition by
the US leadership, and helped
to highlight the manner in
which Bangladesh could recip
ate lfor the assistance {1
reccives from Western ers,
including the US Bangladesh
can continue to provide logis-

[HLE

tic support and manpower [a-
cilities to both UN and US
peace -keeping forces In the
Middle East, Asia and clse-
where. In return, the US can
supply much-needed economic
and technical assistance to
Bangladesh. This would
Hangladesh to elfectively
employ her untapped natural
resources, provide man
training (o her teeming
millons and. by facilitating the
well-betng of the impoverished
many., nurture, in the final
analysis, the forces of democ-
racy in Bangladesh.

. The Bush-Begum Zia meet-
ing proved meaning
because both sides were
ing to appreciate each other's
strengths and accommodate
for each other's needs. While
this meeting was primarily
characterised by a type of
harmony, some issucs appear
o have remained unresolved.
Begum Zia indicated that
Bangladesh was unhappy with
US textile quotas. These quo-
tas, il removed — or at least
relaxed —, could facilitate
more clothing exports to the
US and thereby provide the
Bangladeshi textile industry
with a much-needed boost.
The extent to which Washing-
ton is willing te accommodate
o our needs in this regard s
s il somewhat unclear. It can,
howcver, be hoped that, if the
US is, indeed, sincerc about

Mohamed Hamaludin writes from Miami

promoting both development
and democracy in Bangladesh,
President Bush would reap-
praise (without any [urther
delay)., the desirability of the
quotas imposed upon textile
imports.

Promoting other Bangla-
deshi products such as [rogen
fish, and creating an awareness
within American business
circles regarding the potential
for investing in Bangladesh,
were also attempted by
Khaleda Zia. Here again, the
outcome is still unclear.

in the realm of military se-
curity, it is unlikely that
American economic aid and
cooperation in the fleld of

and commerce would, in
the years ahead, further the'
strategic necds of Bangladesh.
This is all the more obvious
when it 1s noted that, in re-
cent times, Washington has re-
sponded positively to Delhi's
diplomatic overtures. Joint
naval exercises between Delhi

and Washington a o be
already in the — ahd
suggest that, in the of

the ninetes, closer ties will be
orged between India and the
United States. The establish-
ment of closer tics between
these two countries does not,
in fitsell, endanger Bangla-
desh's security iIntlerests. It
does, however, imply that
Dhaka can (ll-afford, at any
stage, to risk diplomatlic com-

The long-delayed elections in Guyvana now look like taking place around mid-year. The
winner could be the man who has been in opposition for 28 years and is now 74 — Cheddi
Jagan. He first won an election in his country, then a British colony, in 1953. Gemini News
Service profiles the resilient politician who was making headlines 40 years ago.
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HAPPIER DAYS: Political aseh-nvals Cheddi Jagan and President Forbes Burnham
a few years betore the President's oeath in 1985

[winncer take all) sysiem of
voling was replaced by propor-
tional representation and he
lost to his former ally, Forbes
Burmham. He has been in op-
position ever since.

In another book, he arguecd
that while the West was telling
the world that it embraced
freedom and parliamentary
democraey, it used every
means possible to frustrate the
wishes of the Guyanese people
for him to lead them.

It was not an over-slate-
ment. But then, in the depths
of the Cold War, Jagan was
unique political animal. He saw
the abject conditions in which
sugar workers lived in their
oWn coun and the immea-
surable influence of the plan-
tation and mercantile class.

His class consciousness was
even more sharply delineated
by experiences within his own
racial group, the Indo-
Guyanese, and his taste of
American apartheid, known as
scgregation. -

On a recent visit to Miami
he told reporters that after
winnings a natfonal scholar-
ship to Queen's College, the
premier Guyanese state high
school, in Georgetown, he
stayed with a family that, like
him, was Hindu.

[3ul the family was Irom Lthe
Brahmin caslte and he was nol

"so although they had an
empty bed, 1 had to slecp on
the floor.”

Also, the young Jagan found
that while the sclons of the
moncycd class could attend
Queen s as a matter of course,
all others — meaning sons of
the working class — had to
take a test

In America, he studied at
the predominantly black
Howird Unitversity in Washing-
ton and for a spell, in Chicago.
There he met and married
Janct Roscnberg, a white
Amcrican who has stayed at his
side all these ycars through
victlories and defeats.

Jancl Jagan won over many
Guyanese because she went
with her husband to even the
smallest villages, often helping
to do houschold chores, such
as bathing the baby. The race-
conscious Indo-Guyanese gave
her the fond nickname Blue-
Eye Bhoujie (Bluec-Eye Sister-
in-Law).

Even detractors concede
Cheddi Jagan has nol wavered
from this early commitment to
the working class. And he
maintains he will not renounce
Marxism.

He said in Miami : "l got
inte pelitics because ol my

media has not the same advan-
tage. And often I find mysell
staring at. something which
does not appeal. But | only
speak for mysell, there must
be millions who view whatever
comes their way. An example
is my mother who cagerly
waits for the opening time of
the BTV programme to let il
run till the closing time. The
magic box chatlers on even in
an empty room when she is all
around with the domestic
chores. To her it is rude to
switch-ofl while there is some-
thing on the screen,

M A Hag,
West Rajabazar, Dhaloa.

Road in bad shape

Sir, On the Motijheel
Fourth Lane by the front of
Uttara Bank head office leading
towards Arambagh, there is a
heavy breach on the eastern
side of Troyoka Building (92,
Motijheel) and at the western
side of Azad Sporting Club

causing great hindrance in the
movement of traffic. Relevant
people of the Dhaka City
Corporation were told and re-
minded over phone several
times bul, as ill luck would
have it, no stcps appear, o
have been taken to repair the
broken portion of the busy
thoroughfare. Although for the
last five to six months the road
is in a bad state, none from the
Corporation look the trouble of
visiting the spot or taking any
action to remove the difficulty,
for which the pedestrians and
various modes of trafflic are
suffering so much.

Since we have failed to
break the slumber of the
Corporation by approach we
find no other alternative than
te wventilate the griwnnct
through your esteemed pa
so that urgent attention o t.'hrt
Corporation may be drawn lo
the above difliculty for early
redress.

Maqurﬂm
Arambagh, Dhaka.
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class background and where |
come [rom. | don'l think | have
betrayed my duty, which is to
sec that social justice is meted
out and that we have a caring
government.”

There is seemingly an
oddity in a Marxist politiclan
preparing to win elected office
when all around him socialist
regimes are crumbling.
sces victory dangling before
him because, ironically, the
collapse of the very system he
believes in has put a greater
premium on democracy and
the PNC, wunder Hoyte,
Burnham's successor, has
moved to satisfy concerns
about clectoral fairness.

Jagan has another answer:
"I was Gorbachev before
Gorbachev, A workers' state
was scl up in the Soviet Union,
but after that things went
wrong. It was placed under
burcaucratic command and
democracy was locked out,

"The fact that Gorbachev
said Lhe Soviet Union was no
model has helped us. Breaki
down the Cold War imp
the climate for us in Guyana.”

The downside is that be-
causc he has been a close ally
of that very Soviet Union for
nearly three decades, Jagan is
accused of harbouring a fatled
ideclogy. He never criticised
the Soviet Union in all those
years — at least not openly.

This has no doubt not
escaped Washington. Jagan
said the US is willing to accept
a PPP government once Lhe
elections are free and [air.

With the zeal that advancing
age has not dimmed one bit,
Jagan was quick to add : "1 am
not going to be a puppet of
anybody. Not everything that
comes from the neorth
produces results.”

A PPP ernment, there-
fore, would no longer find the
Internalional Monetary Fund
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placgncy vis-a vis Washingion,
and that protracted eflort on

the part of Bangladesh is
required to sustain the gains
which have accrued [rom
Begum Zia's visit o Lhe US
Also, it is clear that Bangladesh
should actively promote the
SAARC (South Asian Associs-
ton for Regional Cooperation)
idea — thus ensuring that the
generation of Il between
Bangladesh and other Seuth
Asian states, (including Indiaj
would preclude closer Delhi-
Washington tlies from beco-
ming a malter of potential
concern lor Dangladesh Added
to this, it is important for
Bangladesh 1o diligently nur-
ture its links with the OIC
(Organtzation of the Islamic
Conference] siates and ta
foster cooperation wilh other
countries /regional groupings
which have national interests
%ﬂnﬂh{ to those of

ostering a spirit of cooper-
ation and goodwill best serves
the long-term national interest
and development neceds of
Bangladesh. In the context of
the US, Begum Zia's trip
attempied and., to a large
extent, achicved such an
outcome. In order to capitalise
on the current gains, it is
important, however, lo now
continue this process within
Lthe framework of SAARC and
OIC. Only then, would the
objective of [acilitating the
forces of democracy and
engendering sustained econo-
mic develo nt have a rea-
sonable chance of success In

Bangladesh.

Another view on the visit
will be published later

I' was Gorbachev before Gorbachev, Says Resilient Jagan

(IMF) objcctionable. But, says
Jagan, it would not let the IMF
or any other Institution impose
terms that would [urther
burden an already harassed
work-ing class,

Foreign investment would
‘be welcome. The PPP would
move o reslore natfonal confi-
dence in government by im-
proving basic socio-economic
conditions; lowering the cost
of living, cutting inflation; low-
ering currency rate using avail-
able IMF [unds; repatriating
skilled Guyanese (1,000
Guyanese, each with 8100,000
in capital, are expected back);
and establishing joint ventures
with Brazil, which wants pas-
sage through Guyana as a gate-
way to its north.

And, in an attempt to quell
fears that he would set up an
Indo-Guyanese government,
Jagan has lpir.-dgtd o make 50
per cent of the Cabinet postls
available to persons outside the
PPP.

Says Jagan : “"We would aim
for a government of national
réconciliation.”

MOHAMED HAMALUDIN
was formerly Guyana corre-

spondent of the Caribbean

News Agency. He (s now
managing editor of Miami

OPINION

Time s
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Neglected Northern Region

HE newly elected Go-

vernment under the

leadership of Begum
Khaleda Zia, we believe, is
keen to develop the less
developed regions of the
country, During her election
campaign in the northern part
of the couptry, she emphasized
on setting up of small scale in-
dustries. To face drought, she
emphasized on the measures

like digging canals, rivers,
ponds as done by late
President Zia for i ir-

rigation facilities and connect-
ing deep tube wells with elec-
tricity. To remove the bottle-
necks faced by the private sec-
tor there, the Government,
like the past Governments,
may declare some concessions
in the industrial policy.
Concessions alone in re-
spcet of payment of compara-
tively low rates of taxes, duties,
simplification of sanctioning
procedure, relaxation of for-
malities ete., however, not
yicld spectacular result. So far

. as the northern districts are

concerned, the past industrial
olicies failed to achieve a
reakthrough in the field of
industrialisation. It would be
worthwhile to analyse the
cause of the t fatlure.

There {8 an acute ir
ity of suplfly of electricity. The
sooner the continuity of its
supply is ensured, the better
for the industrialisation. Elee-
tricity is now the main source
of power here and it is costly.
There is no gas. The region
needs to be supplied with gas
for commercial and domestic
consumption.

In the field of communica-
tion, the northern districts afe
the most backward area. Many
important places are still de-
prived of any road-communi-
cation. Many of the important
roads are in deplorable condi-
tion. Similar is the condition of
the raflway communication.
The tele-communication facil-
ity within the region also is not

modern.

Sieps to modernise Mongla
Port with storage facilities and
improved communication by

and road, to and from the
Port, may help bring about the
desired industrialisation. A
refinery at Khulna will reduce
the cost of petroleum
products.

The construction of Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge with
bruld-guu%:: railway haﬂnF
provisions for mixed gouge will
serve the purpose to the
grealest extent. For marketing
of Itural and industrial
products, the northern region
is to dependent on Dhaka.
In absence of a local market,
the economic progress is very
slow there. Only Jamuna
B can solve it

The northern region is

primarily dependenl on agri-

culture. In respect of sugar and
tobacco, the whole country is
dependent on the northern
region. In respect of paddy,
pulse, onion, zinger, more
than 65% of the country's re-
quirement is met from this re-
gion's produce. Deforestation,
particu due to the absence
of gas, aggravates the ecology
as well as Itural problem
there. There is an abrupt [all in
the underground water level.
Drought has been a common
phenomenon for 5/6 years.
The number of deep tube wells
needs to be increased there.
And [act drought, water reser-
voirs need to be build; beels,
rivers to be re-excavated
besides digging ponds and
canals.

The trade, commerce and
industry in the northerns
region are more or less in
their infancy. There is as yet
no sound footing to have the
required amount of subsidies,
assistance and protection from
various corners. The single

chamber per to serve
.the purpose of the less devel
oped region. The Govern-

ment's Iltntlcﬂmmhnw.

separate chamber for indus-
tries al the national level bears
testimony to the [act that the
single chamber at a certain
stage fails to sérve the
purpose.

In a single chamber, the
traders or the pcople of the
developed region have wider
scope of claiming and estab-
lishing supremacy over that of
the less developed region
because of their better knowl-
edge, information, communi-
cation and public relations,
Besides the objective of the
two arcas i.e. developed and
less developed regions are dif-
ferent. The developed area
would like to pay more atten-
tton on the consolidation, ex-
pansion and reorganisation be-
cause of its attaining maturity
while the less devcloped area
would pay more allention on
production, development and
guidance because of its lack of
experience. It is also substanti-
ated by the recent action of
the Government to promote
one scparate chamber for the
industries, because the inter-
ests ol industry and trade are
opposite and thus their diver-
gent views cannot be met from
a single chamber.

To remove the obstacles
that stand in the way of eco-
nomic, commercial and indus-
trial development in the less
develo region, the feasibil-
ity of having a separate
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries for the less devel-

o reglnn particularly for
tl!:dm rn region may be

looked into. Its necessity is felt
in view of the decen tion
and the disinvestment policy

of the Government. Besides, a
separate chamber may play a
vital role in helping the

Government to remove dispar-
ity between northerns and |
castern parts ol the country.

Md. Anwarul Afzal
Raninagar, Napgaon |




