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growth of depends on how fast
we can sel up industries, a process which, in
tum, is to peace on the labour front, an
increase in the productivity of the country's
workforce and, last but not the least, on an unin-
terrupted political stability. '
- On all these issues, there is plenty of room for
pessimism, with otherwise astute experts loudly
proclaiming what they see as a hopeless scenario
lor Bangladesh. In this respect, the administra-
tion of Begum Khaleda Zia may well be at fault by
concentrating too much on the dismal fatlure of
the past of Hussain Muhammad Ershad
instead of focu on our future prospects in
terms of policies and choices.

In this context, it is indeed reass to know
rom an internationally-known Bangladeshi ex-
pert that prospects for a breakthrough in the
countiry's industrial future remains "bright”, pro-
vided the specific pre-requisites, not necessarily
beyond our reach, are met. The expert, SAM S
Kibria who has just retired as the Executive
Secretary of ESCAP, backed up his optimistic
assessment with facts, during an exclusive inter-
view (o this paper published on Saturday. Here,
Mr Kibria drew his lessons from what he has seen
in the spectacular industrial progress made by
South Korea and Thafland, among others. The key
lo theif progress — indeed, to ours — lies in the
expansion of the industrial base, In the relocation
ol factories producing a wide variety of prod-
ucts, ranging from garments and electronics to
shoes and paper. The optimism of Mr Kibria is
based on the premise: What is possible in

Thatland and South Korea should be attainable In
Bangladesh.

We would e out, policy-thakgrs to shafe this |
eplinnsm. mﬂ; whatl, m Nipaftant, E.h: i
autheriiies de thet F\:ﬁ 5t 10 treate
conditivhs whie iﬁ.‘lﬁ s e fullilment of this

optirism. We all know what needs to be done,
ranging (rom training of our labour force to rais-
ing the level of its productivity to agreements
with trade unions to prevent work stoppages and
unreasonable demands for wage hikes and bonus.
How does the government go about in creating
these conditions? Surely, there is no single an-
swer. no sel prescription.

Here. we can only return to the subject we
have taken up beifore in these columns — the
need for a broad-based national consensus, based
on the realisation that no matter which party is in
power, we cannot alter the scenario, change the
facts ol lile or see the last of natural calamities.
This also means that the course set for our eco-
nomic progress cannot be altered. After all, both
the major parties, the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and the opposition Awami
I -ague (ALJ have accepled the role of the ate
sector as 2 one in nda for progress. Tn
iithissense, a basis for consensus exists. What is
necessary is to translate this consensus into polit-
sical terms, within the framework of our demo-
‘cratic system. With the Jatiya Sangsad now in
sessjon. this is the time to make a new plea to
give this much-needed national consensus a
«<hance We can no longer afford to lose time in
seeking — and reaching — this consensus. The

country is waiting.

This 1s 6 whaleheartedly felicitate the Press
Institute of Bangladesh on its holding a 10-day

workshop on political reporting starting Saturday.
In thes coufitry, born as it was as a usuﬁf
political sction based on economic and cultural
aspirations of its people, politics was for long a
el (80 gned word and its practice,
because #f » e ways born of theocratic,

autocratic and midlitarist pfessures, still does
retain a pejorative connotation. In such a
backdrop. an organisation — of no less a stature
than the PIB— taking up political reporting as its
moot-point for a long workshop speaks well of a
goodly change in establishment attitudes and
should augur well for the development of a
responsible and objeetive and professionally
impeccable press in the country.

However, this may not be realised if all in the
profession as also in the management of press do
not start sharing in an uncompromising com-
mitment to democracy. This is specially impor-
tant if one recalls that during some regimes sy-
cophancy was synonymous with journalism which
look away lock, stock and barrel the justification
of why should there be a press at all. Only an un-
reserved accountability to people, truth and fair-
ness can help remove due stains of those days
pnd make political reporting, generally the
breeding ground of all that is false and malicious
and motivated, a dependable watchdog on behalf
pf the people as well its educator.

. Realising such a goal cannot be the business of
g one-shol go and as such the present workshop
khould only be the welcome first link in a long
ind sustained strand of such brainstorming ses-
lons

It cannot be said that professional seminars
and symposia, workshops and conferences ad-

dressed o improving the professional standard of |

Bangladesh journalism is infrequent. We very
pertinently feel that there should be a
mechanism (o monitor the result of activity,
however well-intentioned. The same should
apply. pethaps with added emphasis, to the
¢ndresuit of the present workshop. And that
esult can only be gauged through the issues of
apers that come out in the wake of the
orkshop. If there is more tolerance and a little
ss of :mmw and trresponsible kite-flying,
e musi count workshop as a blessing.
i It used to be said that a society gets the press
deserves. No, it is the many governments of
e past that fashioned a after their own
king which this poor unfortunate society
not at all deserve. Can we take the workshop

URS ts hardly a permd-
ssive soclety iIn

is a lot more free-
than in the past, a
though there are distinct

of msocial changes, yet t
hnrﬂﬂctﬂuﬂﬁuqm'-
being subjected to all forms of
atrocities suggest that a
woman is not really free o say
no to the advances ol a man as

i

mate, and equally free
a lover without ﬂlllll{lt‘
honour or security.

In many other matters,
however, our socicty is per-
missfve to an extent beyond
the dreams of more
societieas. Look how all our
rules prohibiting this or that
are generally, if not universally,
flouted. We see motor vehicles
with defective combustion and
tssuing black smoke freely

moving in our streets,
without being or
otherwise taken to task by the

ﬁ}!dm on duty. We see
m =

ing the free space between the
structure and the road. Such
violative of rules cannot

be done In complete secrecy.

Most of us will remember, a:

few years ago, RAJUK demol-
is quite a few buildings al-
legedly built without the per-
mission of RAJUK, or contra-
vening rules. Some of these
structures stood by our broad-
est roads, on some very
prominent sites. One wonders
how such a grossly unlawful act
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tofletry, the buses,
minibuses plying on all owr
streets and roads with passen-

gers beyond the presgribed

number — to mention just a

few — and
urn:lﬁn-.ln:
there are laws pro-

not my immediate concern,
which was something quite
different, a situation far

meriting censure, and In fact
deserving a treatment in a

rerkf.-ﬁg placid frame of mind.
mean the plethora of news-

papers and periodicals which

have made their a

since the day the interim —
and nonpolitical — government
of Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
lified the restriction on the

publication of these. No doubt.
we have made the fullest pos-
sible uae of this won
freedom o publish Hardly a

day passes does not bring
with it & new name In the

world of journalism.
PAS
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How do the be bong-

to this world fee]l about #t7
I not know, speaking for
ryself.

All | know is that there is a
stir and a commotion, If not
exactly a euphoria, in our Fleet
Street. But do we have a Fleet
Street in Dhaka? That too, Is
beyond my knowledge, but |
guess that there is a concen
tration, or a localisation, of
newspapers and perfodicals in
certain areas of the eity,
known 1o be the commercial
hub of the metro . But this
is not important. is really
important ts that, during the
past year, the increase in the
number of dailies and pertodi-
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newsprints. In fact, the pro-
duction may not have In-
creased at all. For so many

years now, the nation has been

news-print mill. If production
is static over there, the con-

sumption of the same article
by so many more months
raises a question, doesn't #?

:
'
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ringemen
who are playing a complemen-
tary role in journalism, the
columnists, the oeccastional
writes, have emerged in ool
numbers. The whole scenario

s one of competitiveness, also
of a race for survival.

known limited capacity of the
reading public to su the
number of dailles and periodi-
cals. It is a question of sheer
economy. But the gatn, mean-
while, when a certain number
of them have succumbed and
disappeared, will still bé con-
siderable. The world of jour-
nals, cven after the inevilable
losses, will be larger and
richer, and the [reedom, to
the extent the enjoys it
now, has all | promiss of
being a permanent gain for the
whole nation.

NATO Searches for a New Sense of Security

by Daya Kishan Thussu

.m'
With the end of the Cold War, NATO is getting together with its former adversaries to
discuss security. At a meeting of the North Atlantic Co-operation Council, the former Soviet

T an extraordinary me-

North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
sation (NATO) have just met
their former Eastern-bloc

adversaries to discuss a pan-
European security system.

Also present in Brussels
were the ex-Soviet states.
Their ' membership of the
North Atlantic Co-operation
Council (NACC) fllustrates how
much the European security
order has chan since Lhe
end of the Cold War,

For Western governments il
means the loss of a familiar
encmy. Security organisations
such as NATO now have to
justily their existence by
finding new adversaries — real
or imaginary.

NATO was created by the
victorious Western Allies in
1949 as a mutual defence pact
and military alliance, with
integrated force structures. It
was sct up to check Soviet ex-
pansionism. restrain Germany
and keep an American base in
post-war Europe.

In the post-Cold War era,
NATO's counterpart, the
Warsaw Pact, as been
dissolved and the Soviet Union
has disintegrated, making it
difficult to justify the continu-
ous existence of this relic of
East-West tension.

Ironically, as the threat
from the East has disappeared,
more and more defence
structures are being erected
for European security. Apart
from NATO, there are the
Western European Union, the
NACC and the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in
Europe (CSCE).

The question is : against
whom are these defences
being erected? The answer
was easy when communist
missiles were targeted on
Western cities.

But now many of the former
Soviet republics themselves
want to join NATO (though
Poland, Hungary and
Czechoslovakia were turned

republics were admitted to a
strategy for the future and expa

for a new enemy may fall on a Third World target.

pan-European security order. As NATO outlines a new
nds its mandate, reports Gemini News Service, the search

ABC

Member countries

NATO

of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation

of
creating "a new system of
security f[rom Vancouver to
Viadivostok”,

Alter the Cold War, NATO
was criticised because so much
of its military deployment

Yeltsin has even talked

looked unnecessary. . lo
the delight of 3:: world's
defence Industries, came the
Gulf War. "Third World threats”
to Western "security” began to

down). Russian President Boris

The war showed that in the
so-called new world order, an
cflecttive and mobile force was
required to safeguard the
West's strategic interests.

NATO has recognised the
need for change. In its Rome
summit®*last November a "new
sirategic concept”™ replaced
the old reliance on "forward
defence”™ with an emphasis on
crisis management and pre-
ventive diplomacy. A Rapid

Reaction Force was created for
“Mlexible and effective deploy-
ment of allied forces®.

A more flexible NATO struc-
ture has been called for by
analysts to cope with danger of
ethnic conllict, as in Yugoslavia
and parts of former Soviet
Union.

Last December, the NACC
was inaugurated as a forum for
coo tion between MNATO
and its former adversaries in
the Warsaw Pact.

Its main purpose is to ex-
change security concerns, and
to help former communist
countries of Europe restruc-
ture their defence industries.
One view is that the Council's
task will overlap with the work
of the unwicldy 48-nation
CSCE.

Fearful' that the Soviet
break-up could let the nuclear
genie out of its bottle, the
CSCE welcomed to its fold In
January all the Soviet republics
except Georgia, including
those of central Asia, which by
definition are outside Europe.

The fecling was that the
Asian Muslim republics might
be lost to anti-Western
regimes in the Middle East
unless they were brought into
the Western alliance.

As the CSCE security arm,
NATO may be
nu:mIL:IuiI;J.'1::I'll".i.'alil"l‘.'.f‘I 4 w
instance, in disputed enclave
of Nagormny-Karabakh.

In addition, under the aus-
pices of the NACC, NATO
troops can legitimately be used
outside the area covered by the
alliance’s mandate.

This could justify NATO in-
volvement in the strategically
vital areas, such as the Middle
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

‘Paeudonym are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Police and criminals the country, National leader-
ship scems 1o be absent.
Sir,. 1t was in the  nyferent leaders of a hundred

Press that the police had de- political parties are quarrelling

on political reporting as a beginning from that
devilish pattern ?

tained more than 20,000 bad
characters in Dhaka city, but
the crime rate is not decreas-
ing. Have they arrested the

wrong persons? Why can-
mllpmh:ndﬂmalmm
still active? The Police arrive
at the scene of crime immedi-
ately after the criminals had
left. They cannot

the " drivers” who al-
ways manage to “escape”,

Do we infer that the police
are insensitive to selfl respect
(face- , or get too
many "don't” orders their
bosses? Would the Home
Minister kindly clarify the sit-
uation?

A cltizen
af ferime city) Dhaka

National consensus

Sir, | am delighted«to read
the commentary of Mr SM AH
on the need for national con-
sensus. Bangladesh is onc of
the poorest countries of the
world. Hundreds of, thousands
of oriscs are reigning large In

among themsclves as il they
are only power mongers.
There are crises in every
aspect of Hfe — social, political,
economic, educational and
what not. In the education
sector it is observed that the
standard has fallen down the
level of,all tinw. Teachers have

“forgotten to teach the students

in the class, They are much
more inlerested lo carry on
their private — tuition business
in al'l?m:m familics. The poor
students, therefore, have been
forced to utier [ailure in the
cxaminations. No sanc person
can remain silent while visual-
tring all these maladics.

Besides, security of life and
securily of property have becn
the great crises in day o day
lile of the people who have
been the worst victims of ar-
son, murders, robberies, hi-
jackings, rape and all other
crimes, .

Under the circumstances, a
great cry amongest the ple
has been rajsed : Who will save

the nation and the counlry?

Who will be the saviour. friend,

R e e —— . —
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philosopher and guide? The
leadership of the larger politi-
vitl parties cannot cope with
prevadling eircumstances. The
irail of Golam Azam and the
warrant of arrest of the twenty
fonir personalities have farther
apggravaled the situation. As
such sign of greal crisis looms
large in the country. The war
ravaged country cannol any
longer bear the brunt.

Now required is the na-
tional roncensus to save the
country from any such great
crisis. We all hope that the pa-
triotle forces will immediately
come forward to save the na-
tion.

Md. Khalid [lossain,
Harina, Perojpur.

Postal service

Sir, Sending Eid cards to
friends and relatives has be-
come one of the important
parts of the Eid celebrations.
But sometimes it so happens

still remember, when | was in
England, 1 saw the tman
used to come very in the
moming and in late afternoon,
by, of course, a car. And he
was very friendly to me. When
I left England, | fmtly missed
the postman with many other
friends. Of course, we cannot
think of our postmen coming
by car for delivering letters but
our authority can at least pro-
vide them with some group
transportation or bicycles and
other possible facilities so that
they can perform their duties
S Moo . On the other hand,
the au ties should keep a
vigil whether the postmen are
attending their respective lo-
calities regularly and delivier-
ing the mafls to the exact ad-
dressee without delay. It
should be noted that missing,
or delay in delivery of even an
ordinary mail can cause serfous
trouble either to the sender,
or the recetver, or both.

Meanwhile, after the Eid
day, my aunt told me in a sad
tone — 'l haven't recetved a
Eid card from you this year'.
'‘Neither do I', | replied. But we
both mailed. 'Then, what went
wrong? the aunt asked. |
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M Zahidul Hague

adesh Institute,
Dhadders.

(q
Where Vietnam Went Wrong

East. NATO secretary-general
Manfred Worner says argu-
ments about whether milftary
eperations were “out-of-area’
were becoming irrelevant.

The North Atlantic Treaty
merely deflined the region
within which the allies were
commitied to defend one an-
other, NATO forces are already

operating outside that area —

on many occasions in 199], -

including the Gulf and north-
ern lraq — and would continue
as part of an “interlocking ar-
chitecture” of western security

organisations.
What worries people
in the deve world is how

this raptd reaction force s
Evl:ng to affect them. The Gulfl

ar showed that the West will
go to any length to safeguard
its strategic and economic n-
teresis.

Already the process ol
identiflying new security
targets i{s underway. Most are
in the Third World.

The New York Times re-
poricd in February that in the
post-Soviet phase Pentagon
planners saw Iraq, North
Korea and "nareo-terrorists” as
potential foes.

Another reason for this shift
in focus is the increasing in-
dependence shown by Europe,
whose need for the United
States security umbrella is

diminishing. Already disagrec-
ments have been voiced. Since

German reunilication, Bonn
has been working for an
enhanced European |dentity
for NATO. France is also a
vigorous advocate of a more
indcpendent European foreign
and defence policy

The US has resisted an au-
lonomous European [force
within NATO and does not
approve the plan ol President
Francols Mitterand and
Chancellor Helmut Kohl to
integrate the WELU and its em
bryo European army into the
Europcan Communily alter
1996,

The Franco-German plan
could undermine the US pres-
ence and influence in Europe,
currenily justified by its lead
ing role in NATO (the US is
the largest contributor to its
budget).

The row over world trade
talks between the US and thw
EC {s another indicator of the
tension among the allies. In
February, US Vice-Presideni
Dan Quayle linked this to
NATO when he threatened to
pull troops out of Europe {f Lhe
talks on the General
Agrcament on Tarifls and
Trade [GATT) [ailed

Already, some NATO mem-
bers question the relevance of
spending huge amounts of
money on security when the
enemy has disappecared.

Citing financial reasons,
Canada announced in early
March that it would phase out
{ts troops [rom Europe. The
Canadian action may be but the
beginning of a process which

could see gradual North
American disengagement from
Europe,

DAYA KISIIAN THUSSU, an
Indian researcher and journal
ist. (s Assoclate Editor of

OPINION

Peyton Johnson's interest-
ing article on Vietnam, pub-
lished on Friday, recalls the
fact that the country received
precious little aid from the
normally generous world
community of nations to re-
construct its war ravaged
economy. We are reminded of
the billions poured into
Western Europe and Japan
after World War II. Who is to
blame for this?

Surely Vietnam's leaders
themselves! Vietnam and its
people had an abundance of
empathy, goodwill and admira-
tion when they defeated a
mighty t — the USA, after
years of flerce warfare. Much
as the general of the
Far East and South Easl Asia
distrusted communism, they
could but not hold in awe and

res
which had fought so hard and
valiantly against first the
French colonialists and subse-
quently against the most pow-
erful nation on earth ich
had spared no cost or effort in
_trying to pound-a tiny adver-
sary into submission.

In the US (tself, the
Vietnam War tore the fabric of
society apart and divided the
country to such an extent as it
had never been since its own
Civil War. Thus, a huge sjgh of
relief was hand throughout the
world when the Vietnam War

came to an end in 19785,
But, what there-
after? We, in Southeasl Asia

(optimis the
Vietnamese leaders to lay
down their arms and become

| involved in peaceful recon-

struction to com in
some way, for the suffer-

le, how
B e B

pect the victory of a nation”

Gemini News Service.

protracted years of sacrifice.
That did not happen.

Instead, the victorious lead-
will on their weaker neigh-
bours — Laos and eventually in-
vaded Cambodia though this
could be Interpreted as an act
of mercy in view of the atroci-
ties committed by the brutish
Khmer Rouge).

The highlight of the years
following the Vietnamese vic-
tory, must be the THight of its
largest minority race — the
Chinese, whom humanitarian
organisations dubbed "the boat
people”. No one in his right
mind would wish to be a
refugee living in squalor and
waiting for long years iIn
uncertainty for admission to a
permanent abode. Then, only
to start all over again. Yet,
numberless (mostly of Chinese
origin) were driven to flee the
uniriendly shores of Vietnam
to brave shark-infested waters
and rapacious pirates to face
questionable futures in foreign
lands.

This massive and ex-
odus has taken place over to
decades, During this period
Vietnam squandered the fund
of goodwill, admiration and
moral support it had garnered.

Hence, it comes as no sur-
prise that aid [rom the inter-
national eommunity came in
dribs and drabs. Any country
which tes its minori- i
ties will, sooner or later, join
the ranks of pariah nations.
This is what is happening in

Myanmar now. History, unfor-

tunately, has an knack
of repeating itsell — if leaders
allow 1t.

Nancy W

Old DOHS, .




