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Elephant kills
four villagers

From Our Correspondent

Apr 11 : An t killed
four of un-

der Chakaria Upazila in Cox's

Bazar recently.

The Forest Department
Officials informed that the ele-
phant started the ram in
the locality as its part -
ner was shot dead by some
miscreants two weeks before.
Since then, the elephant be-
came hostile and killed the
victims.

The killed persons include
a woman and a minor boy. The
clephant also damaged corps
on a vast tract of land and has
created panic among the local-
ity.

It is learnt the miscreants
killed the female elephant to
extract its costly tusk.

It is also informed that the
clephants used to Hve in a

nearby village, the forest offi-
cials informed.

JAMALPUR
Rally against
illegal occupation
of office

From Our Correspondent

Apr 11 : Over 5,000 rural
poor women who are called
member of Kalshi Bahini
brought out a processiori on
Wednesday and later gheraoed
the office of the Deputy
Commissioner against the ille-

gal occupation of their district

office by some le recently.

The m:mbﬂﬁ?ﬂr Kn]gl
Bahini chanted slogans de-
manding work and and
later submitted a memoran-
dum to the Deputy
Commissioner, Jalal Ahmed.

Earlier, a rally was held at
local Shahid Minar with
Jamila Khatun in the chair,

About 3,000 fishermen
brought out a procession at
Jamalpur town on the same
day and gheraoed the DC's of-
fice to presa home their de-
mand. They also submitted a
memorandum the DC which
include lease out of Jalmahals
among the professional fish-
T .

SYLEHT

Punishment to
Corrupt revenue
staff demanded

From Our Correspondent

Apr 11 : The Greater Sylhet
Mass Demands Parishad [Gano
Dabi Parishad) has demanded
punishment to the corrupt
revenue em en in
the Attestation of s in dil-
ferent upazilas of Sylhet.

It was demanded at a big
public meeting held at the
Court Point of Sylhet lown re
cently with Mr Mubashwir Al
in the chair.

The

in the meet-

. the people of
and Biswanath upazi-
las had lodged a large number
of complains with the authori-
ties concerned during the last
few months regarding the
h.r -scale corruption of the
l'l-lﬂ of 1 Revenue

in

Some p:uple were also
beaten up by the Attestation
employees when they
protesied the corruption

Following complainis an

parila
Upazila Magistrate for holding
equity regarding allegations
against some employee.

The allegations were found
correct bul no action had yet
been taken against the re-
sponsible employees.

BARISAL
Three killed
in incidents

From Our Correspondent

Apr 11 : Three persons
were killed in
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SATKHIRA
One killed in
rival groups

clash

Apr 11 : A man was killed
and three others were injured
in a clash between two groups
of Musullis at Goalchatar of
Kalaroa upazila on the holy Eid
day recently, reports UNB.

Witnesses said, the clash
ensured when one group of
Musullis opposed a Moulana for
conducting the Eid-ul-Fitr
congregation while the other
group supported him.

Seriously injured Ershad,
Din Ali, Baztur and Yusufl were
sent to district hospital where
Ershad died.

PABNA
Child marriages
Increase

From Our Correspondent

Apr 11 : Child marriages
have increased alarmingly in

Faridpur Upazila of the district
recently.

According to a source, two
child marriages were solem-
nised here with the interval of
one month. The latest mar-
riage was held between Shuvo
Rani (6). daughter of Krishna
Chandra Das of the village
Rishipara and Bablu Das (9)
son of Fatik Chandra Das of the
village Karamja under Bera
Upazila recently.

It may be mentioned here
that another such child mar-
riage was held between
Kallany Das (7). of the village
Rishipara under Faridpur
Upazila with Pranab Das (11),
son of Montu Das, village
Vuianganti under Shahjadpur
Upazila.

KISHOREGANJ

Non-registration
of marriages
encourages divorce

From Our Correspondent

Apr 11 : Non-registration of
marriages among the poor has
bten causing repression on
women and promoting di-
vorces.

According to a survey in
some areas of sadar,
Karimganj. llossainpur and
Tarail upazilas, most of the
marriages are nol registered
and wives are subjected to
physical torture

The survey revealed that
due to lack of documents,
wives can not go for legal ac
tion against their husbands.
Taking this advantage, hus
bands find it easy to abandon
Lthetr wives whenever they de-
sire

Consequently, many di-
vorcces resorlt to begging,
prostilution and other means
to maintain their ltvelithood,
the survey added

SIRAJGANJ

Businessman
robbed of
Tk 1.41 lakh
From Our Correspondent

Apr 11. A busincssman was
robbed of Taka one lakh and
4] thousand on April 4 al
broad day light In Belkuchi
u

Ebadur Rahman, a yarn
merchant of Shahzadpur
upazila while going home from
Enayctpurhat in Chowhall
upazila by motor cycle was
stopped at village Gopalpur
under Belkuchi upazila at about
3 pm by f[our miscreants
armcd with contrymade re-
volver and daggers,

The miscreants snatched
away the bag of Ebadur which
contained the said money and
an account payce cheque
amounting to Taka 90 thou
sand and lleed away from the
spol. None came Lo resist the
miscreants.

A casc has been registered
with the Belkuchi Police
Stavon in this connection and
none has yet been arrested.

CHUADANGA

Employees union
executives

From Our Correspondent

Apr 11 : The biennial clee-
tion of the executive commit-
tee of the Workers and

Undon of Darsana
Carew and Co was held here

The elecied persons are :
Mojibar Rahman — Vice
Prestdent, Aztzul Haque and
Rustom Ali — Vice President,
Nurul islam Khan-GS, Abdul
Hannan and Zafarullah Taraidar
— Joint Secretary.

Mcmbers . Abdus Samad.
Ramjan AlM, Sayed Ahmed,
Hazrat Al Mandal, Sree Samir

T e A Ny

Abul Quasem, Hossain Al
Hearuddin, Masudur Rahman,
Shahidur Rahman., Katum-
andal Solaiman, Soiruddin,
Faruk Ahamed, Mizanur
Rahman, and Ajit Kumar Datta
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lhummﬂ ground water level fall.

— Star photo.

KUSHTIA, Apr 1] : Loot, ar-
son, hijacking, kidnapping,
clash, dacoity and other crimi-
nal activities are rampant in
the district.

The peace-loving people of
the district have been passing
their days in fear as they can
be victims of terrorism at any
Hme.

A group ol armed miscre-
ants attacked a contingent of
police on Tuesday aflternoon at
village Solgari of Durbarchar
Union under Sadar upazila
when the police went there te
arrest the miscreants engaged
| in looting and arson.

The police went there to
rescuc one Siddique and an-
other Habib who were earlier
hijacked by a group of miscre-
ants.

Three persens including
the Sub-Inspector, Adbul
Hakim were seriously injured
and the baby-taxi by which
they wenlt to the spot was
damaged by the miscreants.

The _police had to blankfire
several shots when the mis-
creants tried to snatch the ri-
fles from the police.

it was reported that Al
Amin (28] and Abul Kalam [20]
filed a FIR with the Kushtia
Police Station on Su noon
stating that armed miscreants
sel on [irc o six houses and
Ihldnappt:d Siddique and
abib, the two sons of Mohar
Ali threatening to kill them
unless Mohar Al Withdraw the
murder case which was filed

earlicr against the killing of his
other two sons. .

Later, superintendent of
Police, Md Anwar Hossain and
Additional Police Super,
Bikram Kishore with a strong
contingent of police arrived
there and arrested 47- persons
in this connection. The kid-
napped Siddique and Habib
were also rescued.

Cases of arson, kidnapping
and assault of police have been
regisicred with the Kushtia
Police Station. A tense situa-
tion has been prevailing in the
village.

Alter an another encounter,
the Additional Police Super
along with his force rescued
Farukuzzaman John and
Shamsuzzaman Don from a
field of Akherighata under
Mirpur upazila on Monday
evening.

They were earlier kid-
nappcd by the chairman Liakat
and member Shahjahan of
Poradah union with a intention
to kfll them.

It can be mentioned here
that there was enmity between
the partics from the time of
past union parished clection.

Five persons including onc
student were injured in a clash
where parties used fire arms
and other deadly weapons The
student was identified as Ighal,
a student of class seven of the
local Muslim High School. All
the five injured persons were
admitted Lo Kushtia General
Hospital

- Hijjack, kidnap, clash, loot |
rampant in Kushtia

From Our.Correspondent

The clash was the result of
competition of leadership and
a lense situation is prevailing
in local Housing Estale Arca,

At least 50 persons were

injured including women on |

Eid day al Talbaria union of
Mirpur upazila when there was
clash between two groups over
the selection of Eid congrega-
tion venue. Fire
used in the clash, the eyewit-
nesses said. Looting and ran-
sacking were also happened
during the clash.

Two of the Iinjured
hausewives, Halima and
Karimon were admitted to the
Kushtia General Hospital.
Another 20 injured persons
were relcased after first aid.
High police officials visited the
place of occurrence and four
persons were arrested in this
connection.

Reports of two separate
clashes on Eid day at Chouhash
and Barad{ villages at the out-
skirts of the town were re-
cefved Iin which four persons
were
housewtves,

A becheaded unidentified
body ol a young woman was re-
covercd by the local police
[rom Talbaria village near the
river bank of Goral on Eid day.
The body was covered by pet-
tycoat and blouse, the eycwit-
nesscs sabd.

Pecople apprehend that the
woman was raped and killed
later by the assailants.

Nationalﬁw

# Drought damages 15 pc paddy
of 5.75 lakh acres of land

JESSORE, Apr 11
drought and hot spell have
caused extensive damage to
the IRRI-Boro paddy on
5,75,233 acres of land in 10
districts of Southem Zone.

Many decp and shallow
tubewells have ccased o oper-
ate duc to abnormal fall in un-
der ground waler level. The
water level was at cight feet
only at the beginning of the
season. Bul al prescnt the wa-
ter level is al 30 [cet below.
Many powcr pumps have be-
coni: Inoperalive as most of
the ponds, beels, canals and

hiors have dried vp lollowing -

the water level fall,

Seven thousand shallow
tubewells, outl of 54,131 and
1,552 power pumps oul of
2,352 have become uscless,
Many deep tubewells, out of,
12,914 are not working prop-
erly dme to non-availability of
walcr layer.

Eight thousand hand tube-
wells are also lying idle. As
such, the whole irrigation sys-
tem has become paralysed.

In the meantime, |5 per
cenl crops have been damaged
and another 20 per cent may
be damaged if the present sit-
uation continucs.

Drought accompaniced by

: The”

From Our Correspondent

dicsel crisis, hi fertil-
tzers and |mm ag-
ted the situation. It is also
earnt that crops on over
50,600 acres of land have been
attacked by pest.
At present, diesel {s selling
between Taka 16 and 20 per
litre and it's supply is not ade-

quate.

Hot spell recently swept
over Jhikargachha upazila in
Jessore damaged all the stand-
ing crops.

It 18 that the

learnt

-Agrirulturﬂ Department is

likely to hold a meeting to
asscs the extend of damage in
10 districts. The ten districts
are Jessore, Jhenidah,
Magura, Narail, Khulna,
Bagerhal, Satkhira, Chuadanga,
Mcherpur and Kushtia,
15 rivers being
dried up

UNB from Panchagarh re-
ports : At least 15 rivers in
northern districts are being
dried up following continued
fall in the water levels during

- this dry season hampering

navigation and irrigation.

Innumerable chars and
shoals have also emerged on
the river beds threatening the
ecological balance.

3eels, haors, ponds and

other waterbodies are being

dried up gradually in the re-
gon resulting in acute scarcity
of water.

The process of desertifica-
tion has already been started
sinct in the region due to
adverse effect of Farakka and
several other barrages in the
upper riperion by India

According to informed
sources, Mohananda and
Korotoa rivers in Panchagarh,
Kanchan and Punarbhaba in
Dinajpur, Teesta and
Jamuneswar{ Iin Rangpur,
Korotoa and Bangali in Bogra,
Atrai and Nagor in Natore,
Fulfjhore in Sirajganj,
Ichhamoti and Baral in Pabna,
Dharala and Dudhumar in
Kurigram, Ghagot ir: Gaibandha
and Mohananda in Rajshahi are
being dried up due lo unilat
eral withdrawal of waters In
the upper streams by India

Irrigational facilities in the
region has been facing a set-
back as a large number of
pumps were rendered inoper-
ative due abnormal fall in the
surface and ground water level

Navigation in these rivers
has almost come to a standstill
Al present, small boats and
shallow engine driven boats
are only means of river trans
portation.

arms werc .

injured including two

River Chhoto Jamuna: It flows between the Naogaon
might. People are collecting earth from its bed for domestic purposes. = —By Rathin Sanyal

district town. Once it was known for its
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JAMALPUR. Apr | |: The in
habitants of Jamalpur
Pourashava have been flacing
enormous difficuliics due o
abscnee of urban flacilities in
the town arca

Most of the roads. lanes of
the town are narrow and unfit
for vcehicular and pedestriana
movement. For lack of care
and maintenance, innumecrable
wide and deep breaches have
developed at diflerent placcs
of the roads. Even afler a shight
rainfall, those roads become

and slippery. The road
stde dilches remain filled
with fiith and garbages which
have turned inio an ideal
breeding centre for mosquilos

Lack of atc number of
strect lights in poura arcas is
anothcr problem causing much
inconvenicneces to the
dwellers. The town was elec-
trificd several years back but
most of its roads are yet Lo be
provided wilh eclectiric con.
nections. Some of the clectr
fied arcas plunge into darkness
just afler sun sct duc 1o ab
sence of bulbs in the sireet

Im

From Our Correspondent

There is no rickshaw stand
in the poura arca resulting in
conslant traffic jam. The nar
row roads and lanes of Lhe

ra area remain all along

rMckshaws posing a
pmhll:mbz" the ’tdtl-l.l"‘ll.n:l.
The school going children and
the aged people are the worst
sufferers. About 5,000 rick-
shaws ply on thesc narrow
roads and- lanes. il #a informed.

F.ﬂxnl faflure ol electric
ity Nuctuation of voltage
have become almost regular
phenomenon in Jamalpur
town. Frequently, the entire

urashava area including its

usy shoping centres plunge
into complcte darkness owing
to sudden faflure of clectricity.

There is no water supply
arrangement in the district
lown. The number of tubewells
is also inadequate. Most of the
people of the town are to con-
sume impure water due to ab-
sence of pure waler su .

Recreational [acilitics at the
town are absent. There are
only two cinema halls which
are alsd In bad condition.
There is neither public hall

Urban facilities meagre at
District Headquarters

nor a public library. Abscnee of
children park at thc town has
been causing much problems
lo the children of the town.
The conservancy service at
the town area is not at all satis-
factory. The roads and lancs
are not cleancd regularly.

Abscnoe of dustbins is creating
unhealthy sitvation. Moreover,
due 1o absence of public totletls
people are o respond to the
call of nature at road side pol-

luting the atmosphere.

Sports [acilities are

in the town. rts persuits
woere a regular ture at this
lown but now-a-days most of
the sports clubs are seen lan-
guwishing. There s no gymna-
silum or no organisation to
impart physical exercise train-
ing to keep the youths fit. As a
result, the people especially
the students roam about on
roads or assemble here and
Lthere in the aftermoon for want
of sports lacilities.

No ncw houses has been
butht at the town from private

ReClor

JAMALPUR, Nurul Alam

Siddiqui, Ingilab
Correspondent at Jamalpur
was assaulted by some mis-
creants recently. He is under
treatment at local general
Jospital. — Star photo.
Blacksmiths
1M CTi1S81S

BARGUNA, Apr 11
Economic hardship and inade-
quate credit facilities are fore-
ing the blacksmiths of the dis-
trict to leave their age-old oc-
cupation and opt for other
menial jobs, reports UNB.

The industry is lacing sc-
vere crisis at Sadar, Amtali,
Bamna, Betagi and Patharghata
where a large number of black-
smiths were reportedly leaving
the profession and some even
turned to begging.

Prices of firewood, coal,
iron and chemicals, the raw
materials of the industry have
shot up. But the products were
selling below the production
cost causing the :::rlrn:t!nn of
the profession.

Their produets iInclude
agricultural appliances, axes,
doors, nalls etc.

Moreover, sho of fund
and absence of credit facilities
have deterforated the already
vanishing rural industry.

Concerned people of the
area have urged the authorities
to take steps to protect the

indus
l%scenrr:': film

shows going on
unabated

SHERPUR, Apr 11
Screening of obscene films is
going on almost unabated in
different cinema halls and
in the town
croding the moral values of
youths, reports UNB.

A scction of video shop and
hall owners are allcgedly show-
ing the vulgar films with the
help of a section dishonest of-
Nicials of the local administra-
tion.

Although the Ministry of
Informatn empowered the
Deputy Commissioner to take
sleps to stop the obscenc
films, nothing tangible was
done in this regard, local elite
alleged.

Despite repeated gc

anre

[rom local people, violent
including blue ones
screening under the very nose
of law enforcing agencies
Three killed
in road

mishap

JAMALPUR, Apr il Three
:mnl including a girl were
lled in a road accident yes-
terday at Mangalpur on

Tangafl-Jamalpur . reports
BSS.

A Jamalpur-bound truck
skidded in to a roadside ditch.
Fazal (14) and Shah Alam 14
of Rahmatpur under Fulsari
upazila tn r district and
an unknown girl (12) were
killed on the spot.

Truck driver and his assis-
tant managed to escape.

Police visited the spot and
seized the truck,

Govt womens' college
faces accommodation

problem

From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Apr 11
Dinajpir Government Womens'
College has been facing acute
accommeodation crisis hamper-
ing its academic atmosphcre
to i great extent.

The college, established in
1961 was nationalised in 1986
his now over 1,000 sludents.
Bul the accommodation [acility
was nol expanded up to the
requirement.

The main college building
and a C | sheet boarding house
on 3.3 decimal of land and it
can not accommodate the ex-
isting number of students
properly. The hostel can not
accommodate more than 60
students where as the other
students are to arrange ae-
commodation elsewhere.

There is no scparate build-
ing for science laboratory, M-
brary and office in the collcge.
The college authority could riot
extend any common room for
the students. There is also no
play ground in the college

[l was expected that the
conecrned authority would
take up measures to provide
with more accommodation [a-
cility for the students after the

nalionalisation. But nothing has
so far been done {n this regard

Power supply erratic

Power disruption has be-
come a regular feature at
Dinajpur town for some time
past causing great lrouble to
the domestic as well as to the
commercial consumers.

Hardly a day or night passes
without faflure ol power sup
ply. plunging the whole town
and its suburbs into darkness
for hours together. Some
times, supply remains sus-
pended for days together In
the outskirt of the town and its
adjoining areas causing untold
sufferings to the consumers.
Fluctuations ol mltlgn: is yet
another

Hundreds of small indus-
tries have been facing inter
mittent closures due to power
disruption. Cereal grinding
machines also remain closed
most of time for the same rea-
son and villagers were scen
awailing resumption of power
supply for cereal grinding at
different markets of Dinajpur
town. But local authorities
concerned is quite indiflerent

Slow progress of 18-town

power distribution plan
From Our Correspondent

BOGRA, Apr |1 : The im-
plementation period of the 18-
Town Power Distribution
Project has been extended by
one year ll.lu}-.:lnc 93 as the

of t ro is un-
ey, o
The Power Development

1Bmh:l (PDB) took up the plan

to improve the power distribu-
tion system.

A high level meeting re-
cently s mobilisation
of was estimated at Taka 350
crore under the Third Five-

1 Year #lan.

Under the scheme, twe
powcr sub-stations. have al
ready been constructed at

Bogra town. The project is be
ing financed by the Asian
Development Bank.

The project includes the
improvement of power distri
bution system in Bogra, Pabna.
Sirajganj, Dinajpur. Rangpur,
Jessore, Kushtia, Mymensingh,

Jamalpur, Tangail, Sylhet,
Maulvibazar, Comilla and
Noakhali.

The project also aims at re-
ducing system loss, frequent
power [ajlure, rehabilitation of
pu-u-r supply system, prowi-

sion for power supply to suit
the future demand in both in
dustrial and domestic sectors
and increasc revenue.

Prices of bricks up
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Apr 11 The
prices of all calegories of
bricks have recorded a fresh
risc adversely aflecting the
construcion sector.

The buyers informed that
the stock of different varteties
of bricks is quite satisfactory
and there is no apparent rea-
son for such price rise,

The price of one thousand
bricks is Taka 1800 where as
the price of the same was Taka
1500 last year. One thousand
sccond class bricks are now
sclling at Taka 1600 where as
it was avaflable at Taka 1300
last year. The third class
bricks are selling at Taka 900
per thousand last year and now
it is selling at Taka 1200,

There are about 26 brick
fields in the locality and most
of which are located in .and
around Satkhira district own.

It is informed that the own-
ers ol these brickfields are us-
ing firewood and coal to bum
the bricks.

The government has :trlr?r,

banned the use of firewood

brickfields but the owners are
not followt the ban. [l s
learnt that the price ol fire-

wood burnt bricks and coal
bumt bricks vartes.

A brickfleld expert said the
about 23 metric tons of coal I1s
required to burn one lakh
bricks where as 100 metric
tons of firewood are necded 10
burn the same number of
bricks.

The cost of one thousand
coal burmmt bricka stands at
Taka 1079 where as the fire
woed burnt bricks at Taka 189,

To get the maximum profit,
the brickficld owners arc using
the firewood largely ignoring
the government ban.

Acvording to brick manu-
facturers, price iIncrease of in-
puts, cost of labour and impo-
siton of



