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A Victory for Major
There is seldom a single reason that decides
Lthe fate of a national election. This is Emcl-ety
the case with the British poll in which the
Conservative Party has won an unprecedent
fourth consecutive term this century, confound-
ing the analysts who had predicted a hung par-

llament or the optimists the Labour who
had been counting on the entry of Neil Kinnock

into the 10 Street.
Lmt . all kmgl of reasons have played their
. to vlry'tn.F cgrees, in the Tories
E:fk to office € cConsensus is, ':ﬁilnthh clec-

lorale got over its anger, or at least put it aside
for the time being, over the continu recession,
the unpopular tax and the high level of em-
ployment to prefer the Conservative-style man-
agement of the o an uncertain new wvi-
sion offered by the opposition Labour. If it was not
enamoured of the Tory rule — the drastically re-
duced majority for the Conservatives in the par-
liament is a case in point — it obviously had seri-
ous rescervations about the Labour working as a
cohesive team n trying out a new economic pre-
scﬂgtmn for recession. In some minds, there
might have been even a strong suspicion that
pressures from trade unions would make it difi-
cult for Mr Kinnock to lend his full support to
privatisation and the operation of the market
economy. In the end, it was probably all a ques-
tion of credibility of the Labour on economic is-
sues and, 10 a lesser extent, on Britatin's place in
an integrated Europe that proved to be a major
factor in the refusal of the electorate to bring it to
the Whitehall

To what extent the personality — and the per-
formance — of Prime Minister John Major hc{xd
the Tortes In the race remains debatable.
Al this moment, the answer to the question
should be In the affirmattve. Here. one may well
wonder if Margaret Thatcher could have led the
party Lo victory. It is ]}:151 ssible that the elec-
torate approved of the atcherite approach,
especially on trade union issues, but under a
more amenable leader like Mr Major than the so-
called Iron Lady.

The Prime Minister has rightly described his
party's victory as a " ificent” one, but it is a
victory overshadowed by challenges. The linger-
ing recession and the failure of business houses
continue (o eat into the vitals of the British econ-
omy These problems call for vigorous efforts.
Then, there are issues — some unresolved ones —
in Britain's relations with an Integrated Europe,
with the United States whose dominee role
in world aflairs is unlikely to go down well with
the British public and finally with developing
countries with whom London has maintained a
relationship of trust and understanding It is
hoped that in all these areas, the performance of
the government will win the support at home and
approval abroad

'n the felicitation offered to Mr Major, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia has rightly expressed the
hope that months and years to come will see fur-
ther consoclidation of' relations between the
United Kingdom and Bangladesh. Here, we
should not only be thinking of economic ties,
lrade and investment, the areas which offer con-
siderable untapped potential. But we should also
be focussin
changes and even on closer political understand-
ing on international issues. We should be con-

stantly thinking of adding new dimensions to
London-Dhaka co-operation.

Death in a Mini

Jamaluddin, 30. went on Monday to the
National Zoo at Mirpur to make good use of the
Eid holiday. He took a minibus ride on his way
back to town. The conductor and Jamal got into
an argument over fare and the former, at a point,
punched Jamal in the chest. Jamal fell with a
thud and never recovered. Thus ended his special
51-::1!%- of Eid revelry

at he is only one of 23 who died during Eid
festivities is far rrnrn our thoughts. The point is
the very universal abuse of bus passengers by the
bus crew Verbal abuse — debasing, demeaning,
degrading. dehumanizingly insulting — is what
ceaselessly rules inside the hull where anything
between 40 and B0 people are held as if at ran-
som by a 3-to-4-strong crew including the driver
who, leaving God outside of the question. pre-
sides over the life and death of all these mortals
for the duration of the journey. The torrent of in-
vecitves always tends to slide into a more tangible
faking to the fisticufls, making Eu'g; and all bus
journeys fllled up with tension and premonition
of anything happening any moment — involving
dignity and security of all involved.

e bus conductor has his set of problems. He

cannot do his job il he starts respecting the hu-
man person not to speak of the human mind. If
his activity inside the bus is dehu , that Is

only because he has been, in the first place, him-
sell dehumanized by the conditions of his job.
Day after day, month after month — he is re-
quired to remember every face that boards his
vehicle on pain of being abused in return or los-
ing fare in which he and the other crew-mem-
bers have a very economic stake.

Overcrowding and the result exit of the
ticket system are at the root of all passenger-
conductor conflict which in turmn accounts for
yearlong processions of violences of a variegated
nature We have too little bus space for the traffic
we transport, specially in Dhaka. And that pre-
cious little space we squander on that fountain-
head of all road evil — the 'minibus.’ Crowding
inside the bus has to be brought down to a size
that would permit issuance of tickets. The exit of
the minis from the Dhaka streets would con-
tribute mightily towards that.

The Times of London once vaunted Top peo-
ple read The Times' Indeed, not many of the
minibus riders or their persecutors may not have
sighted a copy of the Daily Star — ever so far. The
goings on inside a moving mini very closely re-
semble what goes on in the society at large. And
our esteemed reader may also remember that as
mini's are going to be here for long so the pas-
senger scooters are going to ply without meters,
in spite of the mightiest public opinion cam-
paigns. The government must accept these as
tests of governance in which they have fafled and
small pressure groups triumphed. Democracy has
been allowed to diminish in proportionate mea-
sure.

We grieve for Jamal and pathise for the
punching conductors of all the minis and con-
demn those that have institutionalised bus over-
crowding

on cultural and educational ex- °
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Soviets extradited from the
United States a Ukrainian who
had collaborated with the
German Army and put him on
trial for war crimes: the

gruesome experiments on

It is imperative that the crimes against humanity committed in 1971 are put in their right
mwmdthomﬂwuinnMMNMh
'—————_-—_—-________

Jews at Auschwitz, the con-
centration camp
400,000 Jews, were gassed to
death
However, the German In-
mmwmmr. accvord
report, declared
he would have much pref-
w

7

was necessary, the
prosecutor satd on April 8,
1982, to atone the relatives of
those murdered and survivors
of the camps.

The fact that Mehgele
committed his crimes 47 years
ago was quite frrelevant.

Obvicusly, any nation with a
modicum of l:l)l"-rupeﬂ and
pride can never allow the
wholesale butchery of its peo
ple and a premeditated at
tempt to destroy its culture
and freedom to go without
secking redress.

The current campaign Is
rightly being targeted atl the

nocide and nothing else.

issue at stake, despite al-
tempts to confuse i, is a clear-
cut one which conld be ad.
dressed through a sel of six
questions:

* Did the Pakistan army

carry oul a cam ol geno-
cide st the people of
n March 25

and Dec. 18, 197), resulting in
the murder of three million
Bengalees and rape of 200,000
Bengalee women? Did the
Jamaat-i-lslami and like-
minded parties, through the
Peace Committees, support,
aid and encourage the activi-
ties of the Pakistan army dur-
ing that period?

* Did the Razakar forces
carty out repressions, ranging

from kilings. rapes and loot-
ings o harassment, against the

people of Bangladesh during
that period? Did the Jamaat |
Islamd and like -minded bes
through the ecace
Committees, sct up those
Razakar forces, provide re-
cruits and encourage and in-
siruct them in their activities
during that period?

* [hd the Al-Badr draw up
and out a plan 1o murder
hundreds of Bengalee intellec
luals, doctors, engineers and
other leading citizens in var
ous parts of Bangladesh inchud

ing Dhaka, upto Dec. 1|8,
19717 Was the Al-Badr
formed by cadres of the

Jamaal | Islam and ita studeni
front the Islami Chattra Sangha
(ICS), and were its activities
directed and controlled by the
leadership of the Jamaat and
ICS?

These are Lthe guestions
that lorm the crux of the lssuc
Answers (o these guestions
should leave no one in any
doubt whether war crimes tri-
als should be constituled
against the 197 | leadership of
Jamaal including Golam Azam
and other collaboralors of the
Pakistan army or nol

For Israel and countries of
Europe which suffered under
German Nazi occupation, the
question was never whether Lo
pul the criminals on trial, bul
when and how,

The Republic of Korea, de-
spite having the best of eco-
nomic and political relations
with fts former colonial mas-
ter Japan, never allowed Tokyo
to forget the crimes it com-
mitted against the Korean

people.

aflter Emperor Akihito
fur‘r:::?Iy apologised to the

Korean people t year, did
Roh Tae Woo agree to become
the first Korean president to
visil Japan.

To our eternal shame, we
have not only allowed the
criminals to walk away from
justice, we have even allowed

them and their fascist ideolo-
ffies o re-establish themselves
on Lthe free sofl of Bangladesh.

In Germany, where the
National Socialist (Nazi)
Workers Party of Adeolf Hitler
carried out its genocide in the
name of the “supremacy of the
Aryan race”, the Nazi party
WAk h.l'l:l"l"d ml

Banned also waa politics
propagating Aryan racial
supremacy and bigotry. People
of Germany were never al-
lowed to florget what took
place between 1933 and 1945,
and who the criminals were.

In Bangladesh, where the
genocide was carried out In
the name of "savi Islam”,
the ban on politics based on
religion was withdrawn within
five years of liberation.

Insult was rubbed into the
collective national wound
through the wholesale rehabihl-
tation of those who collabo-
rated with Pakistan's genocidal

army it was called
“reconcillation”, but what did
it really mean?

It meant that killers and
collaborators had to be ap-
peased and treated as
"democrats” and “patriots” iIn
order to maintain what was
officially called “national
unity”

On the other hand, those

hundreds of thousands who

lost near and dear ones, and
those milllons who suffered for
the freedom of this country,
saw their sensitivittes and
rights to justice brusquely

shunted aside.
it is now said, or rather
whispered from a number of
rs, that individual mur-

cases should be brought by
relatives of martyrs only, and

no one cise.

Quite clever. That would be
one way of denying that a
genocide took in 1971 at
all. responsibd ity
for secking justice on individu-

als would mean only individu-

als were the aggrieved party.

But no, the whole nation is
the party. The tar-
gets of the killers in 197
were not individual Bengalees,
but the entire nation. The real
intention behind the genocide
was to de-Bengalify the land,
through mass murder, expul-
sions, destruction of the
indigenous culture, followed by
colonisation by West Pakistanis
with the communal and
fundamentalist forces acting
as their agents.

The responsibility to inves-
tigate the genocide and prose-
cute the war criminals lies
with the nation, with the state.
Individuals will testify, but it is
the duty of the state to collect
those lestimonies and bring

For 21 years successive
governmenis have failed to
carty out its moral duty to re-
store the dignity of the nation

by putting the perpetrators of -

the genocide on trial, and sat-
isfy the nation’s yearning to
see justice done

Attempts by the present
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Issue at Stake Is the Genocide of '71

by Sabir Mustafa

that feels and in-
sulted by the of its gov
ernment to discharge its moral
responsibilities, cannot be
pacified by mere talks of
democracy

It s that the
cerimes against humanity
commitied in 1971 are put in
their right perspective

verdicts of the courts

.w an
:m'clllly-re.ullud ﬂd‘.‘!dll
which down-played all aspects
of the genocide for nearly two
decades.

As the events of the past
two months have
demonstrated, this nation

remain an and rest-
less one all the
war criminals have been
brought to justice.

It even be

may g
for the sake of j\.lm
dignity of the people of this
country, to hold symbolic trials
of Pakistani masterminds of
the genocide, like Generals
Yahya Khan, Hamid Khan,
Tikka Khan, Abdullah Niaszi,
Rao Farman Al and others, to
establish thetr 1t even if we

cannol punish

The ple of Pakistan
should m!hu ponder the
question. An u fled ac-
knowledgement of guilt and
expression of regret to the
people of Bangladesh would
not beitttle them in the eyes of
the world. It would only make
them look human.

Accusations Fly as Beirut Limps Back to Normalcy

C OMMUNALISTS every-
where should look on
: Lebanon and beware,
For if ever there is a country
with the natural, human and
[inancial resources required
for recovery after a devastating
scctarian  conflict, it is
Lebanon.

Lebanon has a central loca-
tion on the Levanl coast, en-
abling it to benefit from west-
ern trade with the Arab hinter-
land, a rich agricultural sector
and a well-developed tourism
sector.

Its population i{s educated,
indusirious and highly moti-
valed. The country retains for-
cign currency and gold re-
scrves amounting to $3 billion
and has a relatively modest
foreign debt of about $5 mil-
Hon.

Deposits in Beirut's 80
commercial banks are some $3
billion and there is another
estimated $2 billion in the ex-
ternal banking sector which
developed during the civil
war. The industrial sector,
based on small-scale work-
shops, has resumed exports, as
has the agricultural sector:

Prosperity should be right
around the corner, but it is
not. In October 1990, when
the Syrian and Lebanese
armies drove the rebel
Maronite Christian General
Michel Aoun from the presi-
dential , most Lebanesc
believed the obstacle to rec-
onciliation, reform and recon-
struction had been rcmoved.

The new government,
headed by ['resident Elias
Hrawi, could get on with im-
plementing the plan adopled
a year earlier at Tail in Saudi
Arabia.

The government achieved
success with {is pacification
pro me in 1991, The re-
built Lebanese army. backed
by Syria's 40,000 troops,
brough! civil order and secu-
rily to most of the country
which was put under the au-
thority of the Beirut govern-
ment.

Six; out of the t main
militias and the stinian
guerillas handed over their
weapons to the army and
withdrew their fighters from
the streets.

Onl
Hezbol

the pro-lranian
h and Israel's surro-

Michael Jansen writes from Beirut

The end of the 16-year civil war has not brought the promised peace to Lebanon. Most of
militia have been disarmed and the army, backed by Syria’s 40,000 troops, has brought civil
order. An ambitious reconstruction programme is underway and elections are scheduled

this

before normalcy returns to his war-ravaged country.

Lebanon
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President Elias Hrawi

1975 Cvil war begins.

Syria supports PLO against Israeli-backed Chnstians

1982
1085

by South Lebanon Army
1988
1989
1990
1991

Synian troops topple Aoun

gale “"South Lebanon army’
remain heavily armed and de.
ployed along their traditional
confrontation line in  the
south.

The streets of the capital
are safer than those of New
York. The car bomb, used often
during the 16 years ol civil
war, was last used in
December 1991. But the pre-
sent peace may not last.

In September Syria is due
to withdraw its troops to the
mountains east of the capital in
the first stage of their rede-
ployment to the Bekka valley.
Once the Syrian troops leave
many Lebanese fear that the
militiamen, who have merely
hung up their uniforms and

Israel invades, expeling PLO
Israeli army withdraws. 10km 'Security Zone' created patrolled

Civil war ends, reconstruchon begins

Pro-israeli Maronite General Michel Aoun assumes presidency
Syrian-backed Maronite Chnstian Elias Hrawi elected president

Eﬁﬂ?ﬁ

stored thefr personal, weapons
in their cupboards, will re-
sunie fighting.

This is berause many mili-
tatits in the 18 per cent
Maronitc minority of Easl
Beirul refuse Lo accept defeat

and remain convinced that
they can regain their former
privileged  position  in the

stalc structure,
Militiamen-in-wailing are
cager lo flock Lo the banner of
their sell-proclaimed messiah,
General Aoun, who conlinues
1o speak to his followers from
his ¢xile in France on cassette
tapes widely circulated in the
Maronite area. .
Another cause ol conflict

would be Lthe parliamoentary ago

clections, the first in 20 years,
scheduled this year. The gov-
crmment has not fixed a date.

Maronites do not want the
poll to be held before the
Syrian withdrawal on the
ground that the Syrian pres-
cnee could intimidate voters
while other communities fear
that the militias would re-
assert themsclves and use
their muscle in the absence of
the Syrians.

The inability to set a date
lor the election has further
vroded the crodibility of the
government which has been
criticised for its poor perfor-
mandce in rebuilding the coun-
try's war-shattered  infrastruc-
turce and its mismanagement of
the cconomy

At the end of February, the
government scrapped its bud-
get, raised public scctor
salaries by 60 per cent and in
crcused the price of bread, the
staple lood by 50 per cenl

The vost of food and
medicines shot up. In a vote of
no confidenee the Central
3ank rclused to back Lhe
Lebancse Hra which Muttered
then fell by 25 per cent, to
nearly 1,200 to the dollar.

This confirmed the loss of
popular conflidence in the
Hrawi govermment and un-
dermined the position of
Damascus, which supports
Hrawi. The general complaint
is that the government is both
inefficient and corrupt
"beyond the limits™ generally
acceplable to the traditionally
lolerant Lebanese,

Critics charge that there
has been little reconstruction
of the infrastructure because,
as a doctor put it, “We're bust.”

Lebanon needs " $200 mil-
lion to repair the electrical
distribution system but Beirut's
coffers are ecmpty. Thus Beirut
gets six to eight hours of elec-
tricity a day instead ol the 18
hours promised 18 months

Sir, Bangladesh Tclcvision's
live coverage of a number of
matches of the 5th World Cup
Cricket hclped resurrcet the
cricket — spirit in Bangladesh

demoralized by India's West

Bengal team in Dhaka recently.

Everything unexpeeted
happened in Lthis super world
tournament that produced
more shocking upseis than
pleasant surprisca and made a
champion out of an unfavourite
team. The best outcome of this
battlc-of-ithe-best was visible
popularity of the game in-
creased by exirn enthusiasm
for the ncw entrant South
Alrica aller over two decades,

Some of the disappoint-
ments Lo Lhe crickciers came

from the regulations governing
thec matches particularly rclal-
ing to sclting ncw targel in the
innings intcrrupted by unsuit-
able weather or siluation. In
the lcague syslem, the ncees-
sity of a super lcague on
knockout basfs must have
crosscd somcone's imagina-
tion, except for a tic between
the table-toppers.

LBW and Wide will need
precise deflinitions o satisfy
controversics over their acecu-
racy. Umpircs’ decisfons at
times found to be doubllul on

the video gencraled arguments
al lcast. Probably the most
debalablc topic in this presti-
gious conlrontation was the
unrcalistic adjustment of a
maich alfected by a condilion
beyond control compelling one

team Lo pay the price.
Just to do away with all

anomalies for a gratified result
of a match and also the tour-

nament altogether, possible

[resh play, il disagreed to
sharing matchpoints, may be a
meaningful settlement of an
incomplcte or disputed en-
counter in such a standard
competition.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

BTV

Sir, The Bangladesh
Television has produced and
lelecast a number of entertain-
ing programmes on the eve lo

the holy Eid-ul-Fitr. Thanks to.

BTV authority. Like many
others | enjoyed viewing
‘ittady’ and re-running ol the

ViPs' 'Aboshor'. Meanwhile, |

would like to uest the
Shamajik Upadeshta (Social
Advisor) of Ittady to kindly of-
fer his valuable advice to the
huge number of BTV's un-
touched, uncalled ete. ete. en-
listed artists on how to please
the BTV bosses for getting a
programme. Before the Eid,
the fliles in the Govt. Offices
m " lt re-
ported. mﬂgwa:ﬂ tht:dyﬂ'l"lf?
Did BTV use their own
recorders to record Eid
grammes or asked tﬁ::;
‘enlisted’ artists to their
performance videoed by them-
selves on priority (7) basis?

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant

Banglades
College, Dhaka.

Agricultural

year. Yet, reports Gemini News Service, President Elias Hrawi has a long way to go

Saudi Arabla granted- $60
million to restore street light-
ing and repair the roads but
most of thal, say the critics,

wenl into the pockets ol con-

Lraclors.

The cily remains blacked
out al night and the strects are
more potholed than ever be-
lorc. "We were better off dur-
ing the fighting,” snapped a
bookseller.

The old commercial cen-
Lre, destroyed carly in the civil
war, continues as a wasteland
where squatters shelter in
burnt out and blasted buildings

and soldiers palrol, the former

dividing Green Line.
The Council for
Redevelopment and

Reconstruction cannot secure
the endorsement of parliament
for an ambitious restoration
plan because former tenants
and owners of property there
refuse to accept central con-
Lrol.

Although corruption and
mismanagement discourage
potential donors, political con-
sidcrations have held up funds
promised but not paid.

The United States is
blamed for blocking a 8700

million World Bank package,
about half the sum estimated
to be the cost ol repairing the

OPINION

IFrom time to time, we arc
having news reports Lhat Tk.
ten lac worth of Saris hawe
been seized. At other times,
we find that foreign cigarcttes
worth several lac of takas have
| been discovered. Furthermore,
our shops are filled up with
Bhutanese jams and [ruit juice,
Chinese pins, inks, toothpaste,
pens and toothbrushes, Ameri-
can pecanuts, Pakistani jams,
jellies and cornflakes, Thai
shoes ete ete. This list can,
however, be lengthened adin-
finitum. We have now come Lo
a stage, where we produce
little and depend mostly on
dolcs, largesse, FWP etc all,
"which are not much better
than be i

But this should not have
been the case. All that was
needed, was a litthe patriotism,
| hard work, and excellence of
workmanship. The nation can-
not survive with an 'indent
culiure’, We produce or we
pcrish. We have a resilient
workforce, which can carry us
| very [ar, provided the Govern-
ment policy is one of produc-
tion and of ‘Dal Bhat', for the
welfare of three fourths of our
| population. Our weavers and
the mills can meet most of our
clothing needs, and supply us
Mgoﬂd quality saris and

in(rastructure.

The reason for this is said
to be Befrut's refusal to curb
the pro-lranjan Hezbollah
which reasserted itsell in the
UN-controlled area north of
Isracl's occupation zong in the
south.

Ald totalling $160 million
from the European Community
and 8380 million [rom
Germany is being held up by
Bonn because a Shia clan,
AlfiHated with Hezbollah, has
refused to release two German
hostages unless two members
of this clan, imprisoned in
Germany for terrorist offences,
are freed.

While the infrastructure
crumbles and confidence in
the government collapses, the
private sector is booming Al
Beirut port 12-15 ships a day
uniocad consumer goods and
another 15-20 wail to dock.

Private lortunes earned by
Lebanese abroad-particularly
Shias settled in Africa-flow
into real estate and banks.
Multi-storied apartment blocks
rise above the broken stretts
of the capital and villas
in the mountains while the
poor cannot afford flats in
modest butldings which stand
empty. Bou selling latest
Paris [ashions, luxury food
markets and restaurants pro-
liferate.

The 200,000 Lebanese who
returned last summer to visit
and prospect for their return
cast a vote of no confidence by
using their return tickets lo
regain their places of exile. For
Lebanon peace and prosperity
are nol just round the corner.

MICHAEL JANSEN is a fre-
elance journalist based in
Nicosia.

Workmanship

Shahabuddin Mahtab

lungis, il the government
policies say so, through its
commercial, industrial and
banking policies, tariff policy,
and law and order policy. A
genuine and transparent
government policy can lead us
to multiple production of both
high quality cloths and the low
priced ones. Our workforee are
quite capable to meet our
sophisticated needs also. If
this was possible three
hundred years ago, It is also
possible now, Heroin
harmonious understanding
between the private enterprise
and labour, and also the
goverrniment is a prime need.
We can improve the quality
ol our uls, cashewnuts,
pincapples and s, and
these then can face interna-

tional ¢ jon. There can

also be a chain of

food industries. well
rocessed leather and

industries can find an
extended external market, if
we can excel in workmanship
and c ‘
Let not the worker's hand
be reduced to that of a beggar's
and there be more beggars. Let
our industrial pelicy bc in
terms of "nurse the ;
protect the child and free and
adult."




