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NEWS BRIEFS
JS body on Foreign
Affairs meets
The Pasitamentary Standing

Commitice on Foreign Aflairs

held a meeting Saturday at the
committee room of the Jatiya

chair. The meeting
the latest situation of the
Rohingya refugees and upcom-
ing visit of Myanmar Far?irg:
Minister U Ohn Gyaw.

was informed that till
Saturday morning. 1,986,219 |
Rohtngya refugees have been
regisiered, reports BSS,

resume
The classes of Dhaka

Saturday. The
closed on March
account of Jumatul Wida, Shab
e-Kadr and Eid-ul-Fitr, reports
Ass

Hasina greets
John Major

Awami League Chiel and
Leader of the Opposition in

riiament Sheikh Hasina
Saturday felicitated British
Primme Minister John Major on
the “magnificent victory of his
Conservative Party In
Thursday's general clections
in Britain. “We consider It as a

umph for you ... we hope
your continued .ll.ﬂ'l.l‘dl-hlP
would usher In a new erm of a.
Nuence, peace and progress
lor the friendly British peo-
ple,” she said in a message of
greetings to Prime Mindster
John Major, reports BSS.
‘Plea to offer

Esteskar Namaz’
Bangladesh Secrat Misaion
Pressdent Moulana Shah Abdus
Sattar Saturday to the
Muslims 1o ‘Esteskar
Namaz for mains. In a statc
meni, the Secrat Mission chicl
the Muslims 1o assembic
an open ficld of re-
area say “lwo
Esteskar prayer In ja
reporis ASS
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Tk 1800 cr

The exchegquer necds at
least- Tk 1,800 crore in fresh
taxes in the coming budget in
addition to the current fiscal's
revenue projection, said
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday, reports
UNB.

The additional revenue has
to be collected to meet
inevitable spending by the
government, he said while
addressing the 13th mecting
of the Consultative Commitice

of the National Board of
Hevenue.
The Finance Minister

sought suggestions from the

privale sector on how this
additional amount could be
taxed in a rational revenue
structure.

tives from all the
leading chambers and trade
bodies across the country
attended the day-long meet In
the conference room of the
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and industry.

NBR Chairman Nurul
Hossain Khan and senior
officials of the Board were
present to answer (o the
private secior people who

repeatedly asked for various

fresh taxes

Satfur Rahman agreed with
the privaie sector trade bod
leaders that income tax sla
and duty structure need to be
made more reasonable and

g: BNFP governmenl is

pledge-bound to suppor!
export-led growth, he said,
and necessary rationalisation
was being worked oul In tartfl
structure.

But, at the same time, hc
pointed to a chronic apathy ol
country's businesamen to pay
b

See Page 12 Col 6

Khaleda tells party MPs on Azam issue

Leader of the House Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia has made
it clear to her MPs that
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) would uphold the
spirit of the War of Liberation
and the Hule of law

Begum Zia made the asser-
tion Saturday while addressing
the, meeting of the BNP
Parltamentary Party.

Party sources said that she
gave enough indications to the

| MPs that the BNP would neci-

ther go against the decision of

———

the court en Oolam Azam nor
would it show any disregard to
the public sentiment. BNP is
not above the sentiment ol the

BNP respects both
people, rule of law

By Mahfuz Ullah

people’ she saild emphatically
Begum Zia, according to
sources, refuted the ‘so-called
accusations of breaching com-
mitments made by the Jamaat
against her party and observed
that the support extended by
the Jamaat to the BNP was 'no
charity’. Jamaal, she said, be-
fore supporting the BNP des-
peralely tried to work out a
formula with the Awami Leaguc
and the Jattya Party but fadled.
About 160 MPs of the ruling
party attended the three-and-
a-hall-hour meeting presided
over by Beguml Zia. Senior
party leaders were present and
Sce Page ¥2 Col 6

Jamaat leaders
meet PM

A high-level delegation of
Jamaat-e-Ilslami met wilh

Zia at her office Saturday 1o
discuss the question ol Jamaal
chief Prof Golam Azam, reporis
UNB.

The delegation, led by
Acting Ameer of the party
Abbas Al Khan was learnt to
have explained 10 the Prime
Minister their position about
Golam Azam and wanted to
know the ruling party’s stand
on the fssue.

Jamasat sources said the
delegation was comprised of
party Secrelary General Matiur
Rahman Nizami,
Abdus Sobhan, Sheikh Ansar
Ali, Qamruzzaman and All
Ahsan Mohammead M

Home Minister Matin
Chowdhury was présent™during
the meeting which lasted for
about an hour.

Awami League Parliamen-
tary Party (ALPP) Saturday
decided to press the Treasury
Bench in Parliament for
executing the March 26
verdict of "People’'s Court™ on
controversial Jamaat leader
Golam Azam, reports UNB.

The decision came at the
ALPP meeting held iIn the
conference room of the Leader
of the Opposition at Sangsad
Bhaban Saturday evening.

ition leader Shetkh

Oppos

Hasina, who returned home
from abroad yesterday chaired
the meeting. It was attended,
among others, by Depuly
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Arzad, Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury, Tofael Ahmed,
Mohammad Nasim and Matia
Chowdhury.

Briefing reporters, opposi-
tion Chiel Whip Mohammad
Nasim said the meeting dis-
cussed in detail the major po-
litical and socio-economic is-
suecs, including Golam Azam,
Iindemnity Ordinance,
Myanmar refugees, drought in
northern region, diesel crisis,
price-hike of commodities and
law and order situation.

He said ALPP would be ca-
joling the government party to
execute the wverdicet pro-
nounced in the 's Court
that Golam Azam deserves
capital punishment lor his war

AL to press Sangsad for
executing Mar 26 verdict

crimes.

to a question, he
said Awami League had talks
with other opposition groups
in parliament to initiate a
united move on this vital ques-
tion. Parliament sits today

Nasim told a questioner

that Jatlya Party was requested
to come out with a clear cut

decision on the Golam Azam
issue.

Experts saf“v’
'Jamaat also

violated

Constitution’

By Nurul Kabir

Jamaat -e-|slami
has also viclated the Consti-
tution of the country by
electing Colam Azam., a for-
cigner, its Ameer as he (Azam)
has viclated the Constitution by

being the chief of the party
said experts.
Golam Azam, a Fakistan! cit-

igen, was eclected to the top

of Jamaat by the party's

ajlish-e-Sura [(executive

committee) last December.
See Page 12 Col 2

Trial body to
submit memo
to JS today

By Staff Correspondent

The National Coordination
Committee for Realisation of
the Spirit of the Liberation War
and Resistance to the Killers
and Collaborators of 71 will
submit a memorandum, con-
taining their demands, to the
Jattya Sangsad today.

Prior to this, committee
members and others actively
:uﬁpnrtlnl the programme
will bring out a procession
from in front of the National
Muscum at 3.30 pm and march
towards the Jattya

(The programme -
served demanding the execu-
tion of the verdict of the ‘gona
adalat’ (people's court] which
found Jamaat Chiel Golam
Azam “guiity of war crimes’ and
'‘punishable by death’.

The metropolitan unit of
the committee, & unit of the
national coordination commit-
tee, called upon all the ward
branches of the committee to
be present at the Tophkana of-
fice of the organisation at 3
pm.

A mee of the committec
unit, held at its Topkhana of-
fice yesterday, also directed
the ward units to carry ban-
ners.

Different political partics
which extended support Lo

Sce Page 12 Col 8

Saturday

Woman peasants
stage sit-1n
By Staff Correspondent

Kishani Shabha
(forum for women peasants of
Bangladesh) Saturday staged a
onc-day sit-in demonsiration
in fromt of the National Press
Club demanding distribution ol
khas lands among the landless
by the government.

The demonstration was al
jended by about 3000 female
supporters.

habha president Dr Dolly
Samsunnahar Informed the
press that the sit-in demon
stration would continue tll 10
am :

She demanded that Lhe
Prime Minister should come Lo
the demonstiration place o re-
ceive the Shabhas 14 point
memorandum.

The l4-point-demand asks
among others that problems
of poor landless peasanis
should be solved, equal rights
be established for the women
folk and rehabilitation of them
by providing government khas
land.
The supporters of the
Shabha h:l-:‘rfng to the land-
less class, ed from Barisal,
Galachipa, Patuakhali, Bhola,
Dinajpur, Mymensingh, and
other lar away places. Some
tgibal ‘Sautal’ supportcrs also
came [rom Chapainawabgnn|

Placards depicling women's

Scc Page 12 Col B
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. orsting law and order

| to
| the people’s verdict on Golam
| A

High-level meeting reviews situation

14 more die of diarrhoea
in southern districts

Al least 14 people died of
diarrhoea Saturday in three
southern districts of Barisal,
Patuakhall and Bhola where
the diseasc is spreading [ast
according to Health Control
Room here, reports UNB.

Of the 14 dead, six were in
Barisal, five in Patuakhalli and
three in Bhola where a total of
655 people were altacked by
the discase (Saturday). About
250 medical teams are work-
ing in the three districts W0
combat the discase.

Unofficial sources, however,
said more than 20 people died
in five southern districts dur-
ing the 24 hours ending
Saturday evening

A high-level meeting at the
Prime Minister's secretariatl
Saturday reviewed the situa-
ton decided that the con-
trol room will identify prob-
lems in the affected areas and

" take immediate steps against

spread of the disease.
Offictals in the Health
Directorate said 96 people
died out of 4,860 pecople al-
tacked by diarrhoea in Barisal,
Patuakhali, Bhola, Barguna and
Pirojepur since March 21.
Scarcity of pure drinking
walcr was the main reason at-
tributed by the health officials

for fast spread of the disease.
People in the region are used
to tak¢ water from canals
which have high concentration
of diarrhoea bacteria released
from latrines on both
sides of the canals, officials
added.

Reports from the aflected
areas said a substantial number
of tubewells were either out of
order or fail to pump out water
as the ground waler sub-
sided.

Officials said the meeting at
the Prime Minister's Secre-
tariat deeided to further
strengthen the cxisting con-
trol room to coordinate the
activities of the Health Minis-
try and the local government
division at grass root level in
order to gear up the
monitoring system to combal
the discase throughout the

country.

The meeting directed the
authorities concerned to en-
sure supply of necessary
medicines and pure
water in the affected areas. [t
also directed the Public Health
Engineering it to
complete the sinking of tube-
wells allotied for the current

year by April 30.

Foreign Minister ASM Mostafizur Rahman receiving Saudi Crown Prince Sultan
| Aziz at ZIA yesterday.

bin Abdul
—PID photo

Saudi Prince
assures more
ald for
Rohingyas

Saud! Prince Khaled bin
Sultan bin Abdul Aziz said here
yesterday that Saud! Arabia
would provide Increased relief
to the Myanmar refugees, re-
ports BSS.

Prince Khaled who arrived
here on a four-day officials visit
also told newsmen at Zia
International Adrport, "1 share
the joy and sadness with the
people of Bangladesh.”

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman received
him at the airport.

Asked if he was carrying any

special message for the
Rohingya Muslims, Prince
K said, ~ Our heart has

always been with the refugees.
"He said the feeling of Saudi
people was always with the
ple of Bangladesh in their
r of need.
See Page 12 Col 8

Jamaat warns Govt \_~

r

Release Azam, or
face movement

By Staff Correspondent

The Jamaat-e-Islami has
warned the government of a
mass movement I its chief
Prof Golam Azam is not re-
leased immediately and un
conditionally.

The Jamaal also announced
a march towards the Jaliya
Sangsad today (Sunday] at 2.30
pm from its ceniral office at
Moghbazar to handover a me-
morandum demanding Azam’s
relcase,

The announcement came al
a rally on "demand day" at
Baitul Mokarram north gate in
which the Acting Ameer of the
Jamaat, Abbas Ali Khan said
that the government had
bowed down to the fc trial
holders as none the mem-
bers were arrested even alter

cases were flled against them.

‘e termed the public trial
holders “anti-independence”
elements and said that time
would socon come when he
would call for forming commit-
tees in every village and every
area lo resist “foreign expan-
sionism”. E

The Secretary General of
Jamaat, Matiur Rahman Nizami
who also addressed the rally
said that if the government
decides to deport Golam Azam.
the will not tolerate it.
He alleged that the govern-
ment arrested Azam only to
tion.

e
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| JS goes into

session
today

Parliament goes inte fits
summer session al 3 pm oeday,
which is expected 0 be a
shortest duration lasting only

| four working days, reporis

UNB.
The session may witness

| some stormy debates on sev

eral major tasues, Includin
the controversial Jamaat chic
Golam Azam. repeal of the
indemnity Ordinance, price
spiral of essentials and deten

Parlitament Secretariat
sources sadd that the business

' of the House an the opening

day will include obttuary refer

. enoes. clection o the panel of

chatrman and placing ol the
Public Service Commission
Report-8 |

A bill, titled “The Court of
Criminal Procedure (Second
Amendment), 19927 s likely
w be INUoduce [Sunday)

Decide fate of
Azam in JS,
CPB urges MPs

By Staff Correspondent

The Communist Party ol
Bangladesh (CPB] Saturday
urged all members of Parlia-
ment o take a » fic dect-
sion on the trial of Golam Azam
in the Jattya Sanguad

A meeting of the

crB

. Parlamentary Party in a reso-
lutton hoped that the Jattya

which is accountable
people would respect

Chaired by the CPB Parlia-
mentary Party leader Sham-
suddoha the mecting deman-
ded of the governmeni Ilo
execute the judgement of the

people’'s court which pro-
nounced that Azam de-
served the death senlence for

Wl Crumecs.

~ Held gt the Party Parlia-

menilaYy offiec. the mm

accused Jamaal -e-lslam

its student front of unleashing
See Page 12 Col 3

Govt to appeal
against HC
judgement on
trial body

By Staff Correspondent

The government will appeal
to the Supreme Court against
the judgement of the High
Court that directed the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate [CMM)
to grant anticipatory bail to the
24 sponsors ol the people's
court, a well-placed govern-
ment source informed.

A petition on behall of the

mment would be moved
in the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court alfter the ver-
dict of a two-member High
Court Division Bench is offi-
clally recorded and forwarded
to the CMM Court, the source
said on condition of anonymity.

The Division Bench of the
High Court comprising Justice
Anwarul Haq and Justice MA
Karim gave its judgement on
March 31 after a two-day hear-
ing of a petition moved by the
24

persons.

The High Court, applying its
inherent power, o the
CMM Court to grant bail to the
24, aflter their formal surren-
der in the ceurt, until the
hearing of the case ends.

“The CMM Court has no
jurisdiction to grant bail on
charges relating to sedition

&:Plgrlil."._.nl?

New UK

cabinet

LONDON, Apr 11: Newly-
elected Conservative Prime
Minister John Major today
named his new government,
promoting his former rival
Michael Heseltine to trade and
industry, and sacking the
home secretary, reports AFP.

Major replaced Home

Kenneth Baker with
Kenneth Clarke.

Foreign Secretary Douglas
Hard kept his post as Foreign
ot had appearcd threatened
who appeared
over his handling of the econ-
omy, kept his post as
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Twe women recefved cabi-
net posts for the first time in
the major reshuffle which af-
fected a large number of cabf-
net posia.

Virgina Bot was pro-
moted from Mirister
to Secretary of State for
Health, replacing Willlam
Walde . demoted for a
galle m the election cam-

See Page 12 Col 8



