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former look. It seems that
after enjoying the short
that the spirit of Eid
created. we lecl hesitlant to
throw ourselves into the reall-
tes of e with ita challenges
and rebuffs
For many of those who lefl
the city o meet their near and
dear oncs in the villages, it is
now overdue o return w the
| city o resume their various
duties. The still forlorn look of
some of the offices gives this
impression. Their return o
the city will not be marked by

By A S M Nurunnabi

private. the normal tempo of
work has not been attained yot.
There are some disturbing
developments during the Eid
holidays. On account of tempo-
rary disruption in normal
channels of supplies. g:rl of
. moat and reg-
istered a sharp rise. The other
distress- L. was the ab-
sence of municipal cleaning
serviee. People most aflected
by the piled garbage complain
that the munict authorities
should have some ad-hoc
nt for garbage clear
ance the holidays. They
urge that this shortcoming on
the part of the municipal au-
thorities should be made good
in future.

r
mounted

ports which characterised
thetr uumm:ldpurrwy from the
city before Eid.

For many it may not be easy
o shake off that trail ol nos-
talgia left by Etd. Many shops
on thoroughfares still remain
shutiered. as Lheir employees
remain on extended holidays
With the mad traffic stll thin
and much less congestion in
street scenes, it is soothing to
the urban cye normally used
o the hectic pace of city lfe.
n many offices, public and

The mosquilc menace in
the city continues unabaled.
The city dwellers complain
that the concerned authorities
have not done anything effec-
tive to curb the menace.

Some 2465 kilometres of
drains and hundreds of ditches
and stagnan!t waler arcas arc
considered to be the mosquito
breeding unds in 210 sq
km area of the city. itos
are said to have a short life
span: About 30 days in all —

Post-Eid scenario and mosquito
menace in city

IS days In larva stage and 15
days at adult stage November
to February s thejr breeding
SCASON

The Dhaka City
(DCC) and the Mosquito
Control Department (MCD) are
the relevant agencies for con-
trol of . but their ac-
tivities lately have left much to
be destred. The lack of co-or-
dination between two agencics
and their dual authority have
often created bottlenecks in
the testing and procurement
of inscclicides neceasary lor
control of mosquitos. As & re-
sult imely action for eradica-
tion was not possible. as seen
reeently, according to well-in
formed sources.

Two kinds of inscclicides

are used: Sicoflying as adulti-
cide and pyrofox as larvacidc. A

bottleneck in speedy pro-
curement of these insecticides
was initially created last year,
as told by a well informed
source, when the Institute of
Epidemic and Disease Control
Rescarch (IEDCR). whose ap-
proval was necessary. refused
to test the insect s. When
their refusal was later over-
come, the situation already
deterforated in the middle of
January last. The DOC. accord-
ing to the same source. could
build up a new stock of 20.000
litres of larvacide and 5000
litres of adulticide to start a
massive ecradication pro-
gramme and though they were
well-equipped for the job with
some 300 spraymen, 340 feld
siall, 600 power and hand
sprayers, three vehicle
and 20 fogger
spraycrs. they fatled to spray
insecticides ahead of the high

breeding ~cason,
As & rosull, the mosquilo

menace could not be effec
tively checked and the city
dwellers have to suffer help-
lessly from the mosquito bites
The present situation has
umed outl so bad thal some
old timers use to recall with
the unique example
set by late Habibullah Bahar. a
Muslim League Minister in

pre-independence Easlt
Pakistan. when the newly
established capital city was
made completely free of

mosquitos by means ol exten-
stve ground spray

Diarrhoea claims over
100 in southern dists

By Staff Correspondent

Diarthoea epidemic which
already claimed more than 100
Ives in southern districts, is
now spreading to the remole
arcas. official sources said
Frickay

According 1o the official fig-
ures 105 people died of the
disease since it broke out late
March in five southern dis-
tricts. Unofficial toll is more
than |50.

Nearly 10.000 people fell
sick since then but about
5.500 have been registered so
far :

Barisal is the worst affected
district where 55 people have
died so far

The eight was died In
Barisal on Friday were identi-
fled as Abdul Jalll (8). Ranu
Begum (22). Mohammad Amir
(12). Jahangir Bayati (15) and
Alinoor Begum ([5) of
Mehedigan) Upazila, Jalal
Sikdar{(55) and Shahera
Khatun (20) of Sadar Upazila
and Ruhul Amin (5) of Uzirpur
Upazila. Barisal diarrhoea con-
trol room source sald by tele-

phone
All the eight upazilas of the
district are affected and 94

was also deteriorating
Official sources said 286
died" and 1,000
others were aflec since

Director General (Health),
from Jessore, Kushtia. Khulna
and Manikgan districts but no

Excessive heat and scarcity
of drinking water were two of
the major causes of break out
of disrrhoea in, the region. an
official of Barisal control room
said adding that innumerable
open latrines and taking of
junk food were also considered
as causes of the discase.

But the experts in Dhaka
were learnt to be studying
cases o be able to identify the
rool cause of diarrhoea as it
recurred every year in the re-
gon during the summer sea-
SON.

The International Centre
for Diarrhoeal Disease
Rescarch, Bangladesh
(ICDDR.B)] has set up a treal-
ment and study centre at
Barisal this weeck to find out

the cause of diarrhoea In the
arcas.
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia holds a meeting
today (Seturday) with the offi-
clals concerned to review the
overall diarrhoea situation pre-
vailing in the country.

Afghanistan
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took power in Kabul. there
would be a cessation of hostili-
ties., a declaration of gencral
amnesty and guarantees of
safety and security for all

But the lormal statement
left hitle doubt that some
Afghan rilla groups had not
mJ the agreement.

| am satisfied that the pro-
posal for convening an
plhu'ln‘d_ ‘:1:- received th:l‘
su vasl majority
AI':'-—‘ consulted. the state-
ment saild, suggesting that
some rebel ps may not
have the agreement

Al this most éritical stage of

history. | appeal to all

o put I.IHL thetr dif
ferences and let the wounds
heal. it declared,
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US relief
official
in city
Dr Sara E Moten. Depuly
Assistant Secrelary of State for
International Assistance ar-
rived here Yesterday on a five-
day official visit. reports BSS
During her stay in Bangla
desh. Dr Moten will wvisit
different camps in Cox's Bazar
to see the condition of Rohin-
gya Muslim refugees there. She
will also hold talks with relief
officials in Cox's Bazar
Besides, she will call on ol-
fictals of the Ministry of Fore

gn Affairs, Ministry of Home
Affairs and Reliel Ministry

L j-l

Hindu devotees taking holy dip in the mver B

morning.
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Six killed, 34 hurt
in road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Six people were killed and
34 others injured in four sepa-
rate road mishaps in the
country yesterday

Two of the accidents oc
curred in the city, onc at
Manikgan] and the other in

Jessone,

In the city, a 7B-yecar-old
rickshaw passenger. Dula Mia.
was killed when a minibus
(Dhaka Mectro Cha-B0B4)
knocked down a rickshaw at
Abdul Gani Road at 8:30 am
Another rickshaw passcnger.
Asal Uddin [(60). and the rlc?*-
shaw puller. Altaf (20), sus
tained severe injuries and
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, po-
Hoe sources said

An unidentified rickshaw
van puller died on the spot
when a minibus, bearing num-
ber Dhaka Cha-6284, ran over
the van at Shanirakhra. Demra.
at about 5:15 pm

Demra police saild they
rushed to the spot {mmedi-
ately afterwurds, bul the
minibus driver managed 1o

cacape.
UNB adds : Three people
were killed and 25 others in
jured Friday when a night
coach colidded with a truck at
Bhatbaur. three kilometers
from Manikgan] town.

Witnesses and police said
the Dhaka-bound coach of
‘Khalek Paribahan”™ coming
from Kurigram hit a truck
parked beside the road injur
ing 28 passengers. Three of
them succumbed to their in-
juries at Manikgan| Sadar
Hospital

A casc was [lled with local
police in this connection.

In Jessore, a constable was
killed and seven others injured
when a police van carrying
them dashed into a roadside
tree at Bakchar in the town on
Dhaka-Khulna highway. police
said.

Constable Nur Islam died at
the Jessore Sadar Hospital

where seven of his collcagues |

were alse admitted with
grievous injuries. Thetr condi-
tion was stated to be critical

Barapukuria pit project
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self-sufficient in coal and
therefore save a substantial
amount of foreign currency
spent for import of coal. The
country's present annual re-
quirement of coal is 7 lakh
tons, according to official es-
timales.

The project’s economic via-
bility came under question
when the UK-based consul
tants, Wardell & Armstrong
(WA}. in its final techno-feasi-
bility report submitied April

last year. projected an
Economic Internal Rate of
Return (EIRR) of 14.2 per

cenl.

The ADB, tll then willing to
fund the project. appeared re
luctant citing low economic
returns, and the project’s fate
became uncertain.

But recent Government cs-
timates put the Agure at 17.80
per cenl.

A recent study conducted
by Jiansu Coal Design Institute
(CMSI) of China also shows the
EIRR 10 be a much higher one
— 20.82 per cenlL

The total cost of the pro-
ject, according to the Chinesc
experts' report, should be USS
197.21 milllon. whereas the
Wardell & Armstrong puts the
total cost of the project at US$
297.41 million

Ancient relics

From Page | Col B
acres of land. The dighi was
excavaled thousands of years
ago for the use of living
on the banks of t river

A total of seven statucs In-
EIMM of Lord Buddha,
four Lingas, seven differ-
ent stzes of esrthen pots, one

Ihlunrl'ﬂlﬂvllh]lﬂl:ﬂ:dh—

covered during the re-excava-
tion of the beel

Local experts attribute the
UK frm's cstimation of low
rate of retum to the costly civil
engineering construction
works. They say that about
onc-third of the net invest-
ment cosl has been earmarked
for housing and other [acilitics
for the stall and employees in
the project arca.

These cxperts — both
Government and private — also
say the construction costs for
ctvil works, as shown in the
British firm's report, are dou-
ble the prevalling rate for su-
per quality construction
charges’ in the country.

The coal recovery rale as
seen by the Chinese experts s
356 to 40 per cent with an es-
timated total recovery of 102
milion metric tons over a span
of 73 years. while the WA re-
port speaks of an eight per
cent recovery rale with a total
recovery of 23 millon metric
tons in 25 years.

With interest rale accumu-
lation, the cost of production
per metric ton, according to
the Chinese report, is USS 41
whereas the WA projection
shows It at USS 51.

Investment pay back pe-
riod . in relation to that of mine
consiruction, & 78 months,
the CSMI report says. The WA
experts say it is 96 months.

The CSMI submitted its
findings t« the Government in
December last year. Later in
February this year, it also pre-
sented its report o the
Petrobangla, the implementa-
tlon agency of the et

t from CSMI. the WA

consultants —
Cermany and \
Shijazhuang Coal Mine Design
and Research Institute of
China and China National
Machinery Import Export

Corporation are of the opinion
that extraction of coal from
Barmpukuria through under-
ground mine is technically fea-
sible and economically viable.

Rheinbanun Engineering
(RE) of Germany and Central
Mine Planning & Design
Institute of india, after review-
ing the same report of WA, say
that exploftation of coal [rom
Barapukuria is tech fea-
stble both underground and
open cast. But for higher re-
covery with less risk. they ree-
ommend [or open cast mine.

According to the fMfnal
techno-feasibility report by
WA, Barapukuria coal has a
proven logical reserve of
303 milllon tons within an
arca of 5,256 sq km In six
scams. Of the six coal scams,
the British consultants sug-
gested to exploit coal from
scam no 6

Authoritative sources in the
Energy Ministry told The Daily
Star that ‘the producton cost
(of cost extracled [rom
Barapukurta) will be much less
than that of the import cost of
coal |

The import cost of coal In-
cluding trade services stands
al US8 60 per ton atl the
minimum. According to
Petrobangla estimates. the
production coslt for
Barapukuria coal would be US$
43.13 per metric lon.

The CSMI figure is USS
41.0 and WA estimates put it at
Uss 51.0.

Government planners say
the project, f Implemented,
will create job opportunities
for about 20,000 persons di-
G~ ! m?h fer the

It in ex t aflter
setting up of the 300 MW
power stalion near the mine
site, Bangladesh will gencrate
enough power o meel its re-
quirement.
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rahmaputra at Langalbandh on Friday
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Mahastami
celebrated

Thousands of Hindu devo-
tees had holy dip in the river
Brahmaputra at different se-
lected places all over the
country o ccicbrate the holy
‘Mahastamt, the birnth day of
Lord Krishna amid great reli-
@ous fervour, reports BSS.

Devolees — males, females
and children — thronged at
sclecled places for bath in the
river Brahmaputra for self-
purification. Devotees from
india and Nepal also partici-
pated in the cclebration.

Fairs were held with display
of indigenous wares m:f a
country-made cakes

The biggest congregation
was held at under
Bandar upazila of Namyanganj.
35 kms (20 miles) from Dhaka
Thousands of devolers assem-

bled at bandh. a day
ahead of the festival and
bathed in the river Brah-

maputra at Ghandhi Ghat and
Rajghat in the early hours of
this moming
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Four Russian diplomats

ordered to leave Belgium

BRUSSELS. Apr 10

Four member of Russtias &4

mission to Belglum were accused of esplonage Fm
24 hours o leave the country. the Foreign Ministry said.
‘High level technological information of military use was

supplied
Attorney General's

power "

a spokesman for the Belgian
said, reporta AP.

Three Turkish Kurds killed in
clashes with security forces

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey. Apr 10: Three Turkish Kurdish

wmklmmi-ﬂﬁrﬂm-iﬂimﬂu
in the southeast. the reglonal governor's office an-

nounced here on

The clashes occurred on Thursday in

the town of Diclke and outside Yesilhaya village. the statement

sadd. reports AP

Arafat arrives in Tunis

TUNIS. Apr 10 :

onto a red carpe

PLO leader Yasser Arafat arrtved home In
Tunis Friday walking unassisted off a

Libyan Arab Airlines jrt

{t and into a crowd of school children waving

Palestindan and Tunisian Mags Arafat's eye was swollen shut
and a huge red bruise marked his face He was greeted and
into a chair by Tunisian President Zine al Abidine en

tax abenated many Britons

Major lold supporters
Friday he was “delighted o
have own mandate.”

1 it is very impor-
tant... the country have clected
me in my own right © become
Prime Minister. | am im-
mensely proud of that,” he told
cheering m&pmiIrn oulside
10 Downing

Mrs Thatcher., who led the
Conservatives (o power In
1979 and also won the 198)
and 1987 clections. said
"Everything we have done in
the last 13 years will now be
conserved and built on.”

Labour predicied the na-
tion's economic woes would
intensify with the Conservative
win. "Now the Conscrvatives
will continue with the de-
chne.” Kinnock said :

The main eclection issues
were Lthe recession. laxation
and the state-run Natonal
Health Service.

Investors had feared that a
Labour victory would depress
the pound and force an in-
crease in interest rates, or
perhaps even a devaluation of
sierling against the other cur-
rencies in Europe's exchange
rate mechanism.

Following the Tory victory,
the Finapcial Times- Stock
Exchange 100- share index
surged 119.8 points, or 4.9
per cent. to 2.556.2 by 10.00
am. In a stroke, the index
nearly recouped the 138.4
points it lost in the hand-
wringing during the four-weck

Sangsad discussion

From Page | Col 5

The other opposition mem-
bers of the commillee. Abdus
Samad Azad and Mohiuddin
Ahmed of Awami League.
Manirul Haque Chowdhury of
Jatlya Party and Shamsuddoha
of the Communist Party were
present. Jamaat sources dis-
closed the party will try to
table an adjournment or call
attention motion on the de-
tention of Golam Azam while.
other sources said, the opposi-
tion will press for implemenia-
tion of the judgement given by
the 'peoples court’ for which
Rashed Khan Menon has al-
ready given a notice.

Authoritative sources said. if
the opposition succeeds in
tabling a motion on Golam
Azam. then, according to rules,
the Speaker is ob to give a
decisjon.

Sangsad sources said, four
lssues — Golam Azam,
Rohingyas. drought In the
northern districts, shortage of
wheat delaying implementa-
tion of projects under Food for
Works mme and price
hike - will dominate the delib-
erations of the House.

Mcanwhile. parllamentary
parties of the parties havin
representation in the Eunyns
are holding meeti today to
decide their indtvidual strate-
gica on the Issues.

An tnformal meeting of a
group of MPs belonging o
Awami League, Communist
Party of Bangladesh, Jattya
Samajlantrik Dal (Siraj) and
Workers Party was held yes-
terday afternoon with the
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
in the chair.

The meeting discussed the
role of the opposition durin
the forthcoming session
Rashed Khan Menon, MP of
the workers Party told The
Daily Star that had denti-
fied four issues to be raised for
discussion. The issues, accord-
ing to Menon, in order of

nce are Oolam Azam,

Different party sources in-
dicated would try o settle
the tssue of Golam Azam on the
floor of the House.

in the meantime, Jamaat
leaders have desperately tried
to read the 'minds’ of the
other partics In the parleys
with those over the last few
days but avoided W proposc
any mechanism for any bail
oul

The third meecting of the
Petition Committee, a substi-
tute for the ombudsman, was
held yesterday afternoon with
the Speaker in the chair.
Committee sources disclosed
its terms of reference have
been finalised the terms of
reference that an indi-
vidual citizen will be allowed to
lodge a complaint with the
Sangsad on issues pending de-
cision by the Sangsad or on any
matter of public interesl. This
would, however., exclude the
subjects pending before a
court

The 10-member Petition
Commitice was formed under
the n of Article 231 of
the Rules of Procedure with
the members bel nominated
by the Speaker. |f a member
becomes a minister then he

ceases 10 be a member of the
commillee.

The preparations for the
scssion have almost been com-
pleted, Sangsad sources said
In a bid to make the Sangsad
premises safer four more
snakes were caught yesterday.
On Thursday three cobras
were captured from the com:
pound. y

The fifth session of the

has been convened to
meet the constitutional oblga-
tion that there should not be a
gap of more than 60 days be-
tween two sessions of the
Homame. :

The fourth mlln"l:d took
place on 4 wins
prorogued 19. It
passed 19 bills but to
consider the suppression of
terrortsm bill, introduced on
the last working day of the
session.

sition leader in a bid to win
power. Labour had said it
would raise taxes paid by
wealthier people to help fund
increased state spending on
health, education and we :

The Conscwatives promised
o work toward cutting the
basic rate of income tax from
25 per cemt o 20 per cent

Scotland remained a Labour
party stronghold, but the
Conaservatives gained two seals
there. The pro-sutonomy
Scottish National Party. which
had atmed al winning a major-
ity of the region's 72 seals,
wound up with three — a loss
ol two.

Northern Ireland Protestant
partics 13 seals and
the moderate Catholic Soctal
Democratic and Labour party
won three scats, Including one
held by Gerry Adams. leader of
the Irish Republican Army's
political wing Sinn Fein.

The pro-independence
Welsh party Plaid Cymru got
four seals.

Actress Glenda Jackson,
winner af two Academy
Awards. won the north London
scal of Hampstead and
H te for Labour. Olympic
gold medallist Sebastian Coc
won as a Conscrvallve in
Falmouth.

Khaleda greets
Major

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Friday congratu-
lated British Prime Minister
John on the election
victory of his Conservative
Party. reports BSS.

In a message Prime
Minister Begum Zia said, "1 am
truly to learn of your vie-
tory in the closely contested
general elections.”

Begum Zia expressed her
conflidence that the close
friendly relations existing be-
tween the two countries would
be further strengthened and
consolidated in the days to
come under his dynamic lead-
ership.

Noriega
From P'age | Col B
on cight of the 10 counis he

Hc; was equally expression-
less when called to the bench

judge William Hoeveler for
3-.’: formal explanation of the
jury’s decision.

Momenis ecarlier. th:adE&

r-old Noriega recelv @
E:o ;nm his “:L‘E and greeted
his three daughters.

(Details on Page 5)

Trial body
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dence of Salam Talukder and
later shifted to the parliament
office of Delwar Hossain where
it ended at around 5-30 pm.

A trial commitice source
said the ruling party members
ratsed the question if it was an
Awami League movement. To
which the trial commiltee
members responded ugﬂ;? it
is in no way a movement of AL,
it 1« a demand of common

people.”
ex our position
nﬂ.m-r::ﬁhmmm
the ruling partymen.” the
source said adding that “we
them to convey it 1o
the L."

phone Abdus Salam Tahikder
said, “the talks were informal
and we did not try to reach any
consensus.”

No date for further meeting
was fixed ocommittee sources




