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45 killed 1in Lankan
bomb explosion

|
:
i

so0 far becn identificd while
another 10 were blown 1o bits.

"The bus that brought Lhe
bomb has been blown o

Residents said about 30 to
40 people had been injured
Two buscs were still burning

pools of blood.

Military sources blamed
Tamil scparatist rebels for the
bus attack. The officer said the
bus had come from Kalmunai, a
mainly Muslim town 30 km
(18 miles) to the north, it was

Mwhw:ﬂnhnut

Military sources l;lh‘.l
clashcs had erupted in the

st few wecks between

ushims and Tanfils in ecastern
arcas but could not say
wheilher this was the reason
for the attack.

The rebels are fighting for
an inde nt homeland in
the north and east for minority
Tamils, most of whom are
Hindus.

in Colombo, a spokesman
lor the joint operations com-
mand in charge of offensives
against Tamil rebels sald 14
soldiers died in an ambush at
Trincomalee.

Rebels killed another six in
Hatticaloa, he said. He gave no
other details.

An carlier AP report says: A
time bomb exploded in a bus
as passcngers were boarding at
a bus station, killing 16 peopie
Friday, and 20 soldiers were
killed in two Tamil rebel at-
tacks, military officials said.

The official said 30 people
were hospitalized, eight criti-
cally, 70 others sullered
minor wounds in the explosion
in the town of AMA, 200 kilo-
meters (125 miles) east of
Calombo.

A local newspaper reporicr
who visiled the scene sald de-
bris and human body parts
were scatiered over an arca of
200 melers (600 fect).
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Palestinian shot dead: st soidicrs on

Thursday shot dead a Palestinian sought for murdering
suspecied collaborators, military sources said, AFP reports

from Jerusalem.

Abdel Kader Massarwa, 22, was being hunted by Ismaeli

security forces for alleged]

suspected of collaborating

killing several Palestinians

with the Israch authorities.

He was [alally shot in the head in the northern occupied
West Bank rcfugec camp of Nur-Al-Shams near Tulkarm as he
fled aller being identified by soldicrs patrolling the camp, the

sourocs sakd.

Massarwa's death brings (o B85 the number ol Palestinians

killed by Isracli gunfire since
uprising in the occupied territorics in December

the start of the anti-lsracli
1987,

according © a Wil established by AFP [rom Arab sources.
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Turkish troops kill 4 rebels: rs:
scrurity forces killed four Kurdish guerillas in three scparate
clashes in the southeast, the regional governor's offlice said
Thursday, AP’ report from Diyarbakir
It sadd the clashes occurred near the town ol Besni and in

the vil
Kurdish

ol Cukurdere and Gorumilu on W:-dnmdai:
gucrillas in the region belong to the ilicgal

Kurdish Labor Party, which has been fighting for an
independent Kurdish states since 1984, Kurds make up one-

fifth of Tu

rkey's population of almost 60 million.

The scparalists have béecome more active since Kurds in
neighboring Irag launched an uprising against Saddam
Husscin at the end of the Gull War. That revolt was crushed,
but a US-led Weslern foree helped resettle the Iragi Kurds,
‘who now control most of northern Iraq.

Marchers

Tens of thousands o

rt Sudanese :

ndanese northerners took to

streets in Khartoum Thursday in a government-sponsorcd
demonstration of support for an army ollensive against rebels
in the south of the country, AFP reports from Khartoum.

The march followed

that the

had advanced 1o

within 100 kilometres 80 milcs) of the headquarters of the
Sudan People’'s Liberation Army (SPLA)

In an o

nsive that began

in early March, the army has

broke long rebel siege of Juba, the main southern city, and
taken the rebel-held towns of Bor and Pochala.

e
Iran executes Baha'is: i, nas exccuied
a member of the Baha'l [aith for the first time in three and
hall years., international representatives ol the sect said
Thursday, AP reports from Geneva.

Wyize Bos, a Baha'i representative in Geneva, said he met
with UN offictals and urged them to include the case in the
UN Human Rights Commission's next report on lrag.

A statement by the Baba'l International Community said
Bahman Samandari, a leading member of the faith in lan, was
execuled secreily March 18 at Tehran's notorious Evin prison

a day afler being arrested.

The sect says more the 200 of its members were killed

and hundreds

coincides with the

jatled between
reign of

1979 and
the

1988, which
Islamic requblic's

fundamentalist founder, Ayatollah Ruhoilah Khomini.

N-arms material thieves held:

Police have arrested thieves who tried to smuggle out of the
country 180 kilograms (400 pounds) of a material regarded as
t in the manufacture of nuclear weapons, a news
agency reported Friday, AP says from Moscow.
Ukrainian and Russian police thwarted the plot and
restored the red mercury to the plant in Tambov In central
Russia, the ITAR-Tass news agency reported.

imori fires 13 justices: rreden
m Fujgnli:ihn c..rrh:lllzla ;:lll.h‘,':ll crackdown to th:.-
judicial system, firing 13 Supreme Court justices and dozens
of other judges linked 10 a main opposition party, AP reports

from Lima.

The Presisent, who suspended the constitution and .

dissohod

on Sunday, also fired all nine members of

a federal constitutional review panel and a number of other
offictals. His decree ook effect Thursday.

“You can buy a judge

for dirs 5,000 or 10,000,” Fujimori

told the nation Wednesday night, explaining his series of

cxtraordinary moves.
Lawmakers,

meanwhile,

said

they were mﬂrlir:}

to study how to retaliate against the closure

clandestincly
Peru's 240-member Congress.

Report on US

performance in
Gulf War

WASHINGTON. Apr 10
After multiple revisions and
delays, the US Defense
Department is releasing a

1,300-page study on iis per
formance in the Gulf War, re-

poris AP.

The review being relcascd
to Congress on Friday looks at
the military’s response lo
Iragy's Aug 2, 1990, invasion of
Kuwail, the buildup of a
540,000-member US foree
during Operation Desert
Shicld, and the 43-day war it-
scli — dubbed Descrt Storm by
its commander, Gen H
Norman Schwarzkopi.

Ukrainian Parliament against

handing over N-arms to Russia

MOSCOW. Apr 9 : The
Ukrainian parliament today
ratified the government's deci-
sfon not to hand over its tactl-
cal nuclear weapons v Russia
for destruction until satisfac-
tory international guarantees
were in place, reports Reuter.

Itar-Tass news said a

resolution also
demanded “technical’ control
over that portion of the ex-
Soviet nuclear arsenal based on
its terrilory.

“The Ukrainian pariiament
resolved that it vas inexpedi-
ent o remove tactical nuclear
weapons from its territory

a mechanism for interna-
tonal control over their de-
struction has been worked oul
and implemented,” Tass sasd.

AP says. President Yeltsin
on Friday promised to soften
his economic reforms and step
down as prime minister by the
end of the year in a compro-
mise with former communists
who dominate parliament.

olution

The briel, impromptu

by an obviously tired

Yeltsin marked a mild conces-

sion o his critics in return for

preserving his power W issue

cconomic decrees Both sides
clatmed victory

"I think his position as
president has been weakened -~
sald lawmaker Amangeidy
Tuleyev. a member of the anti-
Yeltsin camp.

Presidential adviser Galina
Starovoitova sald Yehsin had
preserved what was most im
portant to him. “Prestdential
decrees are the locomotive of
reform.” she sald

Yeltsin addressed the
1.046 -member Congress of
People’'s Deputies after 1
passed, on first reading. a res
that maintained his
sweeping powers but urged
him to relinquish the post ol
prime minister and nominale a
successor within a month

"1 realize that the combina
tion of the posis of president

and

the reflorms are lrre

versible . undoubtedly I'll in
troduce proposals on a candi
date for prime minister. Don't
force me w0 do it al once.” he
lold the lawmakers Iin the
Kremlin -

Yeltsin's foreign trade min
ister. Pytor Aven, said later
that Yeltsin wanted 10 remain

prime minister unttl
December

The 6] year old presidemt
spoke deéliberately and foree
fully. without notes. and ocea
sionally shook his right fist at
the lawmakers. Al times, he
smiled through crooked lips
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Soldiers and Mujahideen ride together a top an armoured personnel carrier on Monday

near the northern city of Mazar-1-Sharif,
now in control of most of the 11 Northern Afghan provinces. The new
Mujahideen and soldiers say they now want President Najibullah to go.

uarters of a newly created military council

allhance of

— AFP/UNB photo

Y'slav forces
warn Bosnia to

stop fighting

SARAJEVO, Apr 10. Leaders
of Yugoslavia's armed forees
have warned Bosnia-
Herzegovina to stamp oul
fughting which has spread
across the “independent
state — or face military
retaliation, reports Reuter

Army and Alr force leaders
urged an end to clashes be-

tween Serbs, o we-
cesston by the Yugoslav
republic and Muslims and
Croats who s the split.
Much of the fighting has

involved the Serb-led Yugoslay
armed forces, who say they are
needed to separste the war
ring sides Muslims and Croats
have accused them of support
ing Serb .

Alr Foree Chiel Bozidar
Stevanovic told Bosnda's lead
ers on Thursday to get fighting
under control

"We have given every warn
ing and exhausted our patience
wudting for you and the Bosnian

I*reside to secure public
order -:g peace.” Stevanovi
sald In an letler 1o

Hosnia's Mushim President Alija
leethegovic

Iranians go
to polls

TEHRAN, Apr 10: lranians
began woting today in a gen
ceral election -“? expected
w endorse president Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani's policies
of opening lo the west and
economic liberalisation. re
ports Reuter.

Ralsanjani was among the
first 1o cost his wote when
polling stations opened at 8 a
m (0330 GMT).

it was the first time sincc
the 1979 lslamic revolution
that lrantans had been given a
clear choice between rl{'hu-u
allicd to Rafsanjani and is
radicals.

Political analysts predicted
the radicals would losc their
dominant position in the 270

scal pariiameni

Israel may boycott peace talks

JERUSALEM, Apr 10: Isracl
may boycoll iwo upcoming
rounds ol Middlc Easl peacc
lalks over to its refusal to sit
down with Palestinians from
Jerusalem or the diaspora,
Isracl tielevision reported
Thursday, reports AP.

It would be Isracl's [irst
boycott of Middle East peacc
talks since they began in
Madrid last Oclober.

The planned talks, which
will focus on Palestinian refu-
gees and cconomic devel
opment, arc gxpected to con-
vene next month in Canada
and Belgilum.

are scparate from the
bilateral talks betwecn Isracli
and its ncighbors thal are ex-
pected o resume April 27 in
w .

In December, Isracl delayed
the start of the bilateral talks
but eventually sent its dele-
gales to the Washington mect-

ings.
A Foreign Ministry oflicial,

speaking on condilton of
anonymily, confirmed that
there was disagreement over
who will represent Lhe
Palcstinians at the Cananda and
Belglum meetings.

The Uniied Stales supporis
the Palestinians’ request to in-
clude representatives [rom
outside the occupied territo-
ries and east Jerusalem, the
official said. — - e e

"We have said we do not
agree. That is where the mat-
ier stands. | know of no final
development,” said the official.
He stressed Isracl would not
back down but that no final
decision was taken.

The television's Arab Afllairs
reportcr, Ehud Yaarl, said
Isracl would “apparently boy-
colt the talks about refugees
and economic aflatrs for fatlure
to find a formula,” over
Paleslinian rcprescnlatives.

In Washington, Stale Depa
rtiment spokcsmoan Josep-h

Snyder said: "We think it is
very important that everybody
participate. Several ol the
partiecs hawve concerns about
one clement or the other of
the modalitics of the working
groups. We are working to re-
solve them.”

Since the talks opencd in
Madrid, Spain last October the
Palestinian de has been
limited to0 Armabs_ the

" Israch-occupied West Bank

and Gaza Strip.

Israel has long objected 14
including Palestinians from

as a way lo ensure the

Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization Is excluded f[rom
negoliations. .

It also gefuses to negotiale
wilh Arabs from cast Jer-
usalcm. arguing this would
prejudice lsrael's claim to the
city as its indivisible capital.

Israch officials insist these
ronditions were accepled as
part of Lhe ground rules when
the Madrid talks began.

In Jerusalem. Prime Mini-
ster Yitchak Shamir told Likud
party supporters Thu-sday: "We
must muster all our lorces
against making the most
mintmal concessions in all that
concerns the territories of
Israel and the borders of
Israel,”

The Likud platiorm for Junc
23 clections maintains that the
occupied territorics are inte-
gral parts of historic Israel
More than 110,000 Israeclis.
have been moved Into the ter-
ritories since 1967.

The rival Labor party’'s plat-
form calls for territortal com-
promise with the Arabs.

In the last round of thosc
talks, lsrael inmtroduced iis
plan for iimited autonomy. The
Palestintans rejected it and
proposed an outline that ihe
israclt delegation termed tam-
tamount to a declaration of
statchood.

o —

Vietnam War
veterans want

end to US
embargo

HANOI, Apr 10: A group ol
Aamerican Vietnam war veter-
ans wants an end to a 28-yecar-
old US embargo they lerm
vindictive and destructive,
dismissing as a myth rumours
of US servicemen still held
captive, reports Reuler.

Steven Stratford, Executive
Director of the private veter-
ans Vietnam Restoration
Project, said the sanctions re-
scmbled war because they de-
nied Hanoi World Bank and
International Monetary Fund
loans, high-technology trans-
fers and much western trade.

"Until the embarge is over,
the war is still going on. The
cffects of the embargo, are
kiiling people, he said in an in-
terview on Thursday in Hanol.

Washington said last
October it was ready to start
moving lowards normalizing
relations and lifting the em-
bargo it imposed against Hanol
in 1984 and exiended to a re-
unified Vietnam in 19756 when

the communists won the war. + | places In

20 Nepalese arrested
for defying curfew

KATHMANDU, Apr 10 : Al
least 20 people including
leenagers were artested for
defying a six-hour curlew
overnight Thursday and police
again fired blanks in various
places in Kathmandu, sources

said, rcports AFP.

A high placed official source
sald the curfew may be pro-
longed until next Monday (i
the presenl series of protest
demonstrations doecs not stop.

A 10-hour curfew was im-

Monday alfter sccurity
moved Lo break up a si-
lent funeral procession for a
victim of protests earlier in
the day, during which police
shol dead scven people and In-

jured 40, by officlals count.
A curfew has becn
maintai all week but re-

duced in length. Police ar-
rested 40 people overnight
Wednesday and fired tear gos
and blanks.

Police sources said
protestors had insulled secu-
rity forces and tried to stop
their patrolling vehicles at four
mandu, police

responded by firing blanks but
no onc was hurl

in the satellite town of
*atan, also under curfew. there
were no incidents police said.

Mcanwhile the leflist par-
ties which have organized the
protests were discussing the
conlinuation of thetr campai
agninst price riscs. :

A scndor leader of the Nepal
Communist Party Unity
Central) Nirmal Lama told AFP.
We will continue with aur
stru ainst the govern-
ntn?‘f:mni'lg our demands are
fulfilled.

He said they now included
adequate compensation for the
victims of Monday's police
shooting in which the opposi-
ton alleges more than 20 peo-
ple . were killed and . 100
wounded.

But the pro-Marxist All
Hbzl Independent Transport

ur Organization had with-
drawn plans for a nationwide
transport sirike on April 14
because negotiations with the
authorities were proceeding

amicably.

Talks on fate

of Soviet arms

BRUSSELS. Apr 10: Military
chiefs- of stafl fram NATO and
casl European countries were
to hold their first ever joint
talks here today with the fale
of former Soviet arms, both
nuclear and conventional, ex-
pected to lop the agenda, re-
ports AFP.

The talks at NATO head-
quarters here will bring to-
gether top gencrals who only
three years ago ware busgy lay-
ing plans for war between the
forces of the North Atlantic
Treaty on the one
hand and what was then the
Sovict led Warsaw Pact alliance
on the other.

How, however, the generals
main concern will be to ensure
the gafe disposal of the former
Soviet Union's muclear arsenal,
and the avoidance of conflicts
over the sharing-out of other
forces  between the republics,

The Brussels talks come
amid new efforts te resolve a
dispute between Russia and
Ukraine over the disposal of
the mighty Black Sea Flecl,
which Russia claims but which
is bascd in Ukrainian waters.
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Microwaved kitten

AMMAPOLIS, Md: A lawyer has asked Maryland s highest
court not to suspend him from practicing law after he was
convicted of breaking into 8 woman's home and killing her
cal in a microwave oven, reports AP,

Satanley E. Protokowicz Jr. pleaded guilty January 17 to

and entering and crucity to antmals in a break -in af
the home of a friend’s estranged wife. He was fined dirs
1.600, given a 16 -month seritence and 18 months
probation and ordered alcoholism counseling.

On Wednesday. Prolokowixz told the rmﬂ:n{-r-h.
which d lawyers, that his behavior ste; from
alcoholism and depresaton triggered by his wife's leaving him
and a close frend's death.

The kitlen's death was accidental, he said

The court didn't rule immediately

'Beer belly'-obvious
effect of drinking

BOSTON: Al last, science has found an explanation for one
of the obvious cflects of drinking too much the beer helly
reports AP

Swiss rescarchers report that when people drink aleohol
thetr bodies burn up st much more slowly than usual And any
[at that len't burned is stored in the belly, the thighs or other
places where people lend o put on weight

The study suggests it lsn't just the calories In alcohol that
make it fattening. It's the way alcohol throws off the body's
normal disposal of [at in the diet.

was based on an experiment in which people

were pul on a diet that inchuded about 3 ounces of pure alco

day. This much alcohol reduced their bodies burning of
third.

When people eal extra carbohydrales -sugar or starch they
tend to burn most of it, adding litte to their girth Bul the
body burns extra fat sparingly and instcad saves 1 away

Of course, not cveryone who drinks getls a big belly It de
pernds on what they cal. Beer guzziers and whiskey drinkers
who subsist on  hambur and potato chips will almost cer

waindy puton pounds. vegriarian wine sippers do not
Ovum fertilized by
microsurgery
TOKYO: J s first baby produced by means of a micro

sope assis artifictal insemination method has been born
al a hospital in wanuma, northern Japan, doctors said today,
reports AFP. .

The 3,025 -gram 6.6 pound) baby was born by cacsarcan
scction, on Tucsday and both the mother and baby were in
good condition, doctors sasd.

The technique involves fertilizing the ovum by means of
MICTOSUTEETY

Doctors at lwanuma used it on the 30-year-olkd woman be-
fore the Japan Soctety of Obsterics and Gynecology WSOG|
gave its official approval last November but had kept it secret.

On March 26, an obstertician at a hospital in H&llkz.u:hu.
Kyushu, said that doctors there had succeeded in performing
microlertilization on two women, who arc expecled W give
birth around Nowmbcr

i :ui. i _h - -
ISRAEL: Jordanian Crown Prince Hassan's horse,
escorted by an Israeli woman soldier, before it was handed
over to a UN officer at the Israeli Jordan border Yotvathal
on Thursday for return to his owner. The horse, which
ran away two days ago and swam two kilometers in the
Red Sea waters from the Jordanian city Agaba to the
Israeli town of Eilat, was checked for explosives before its
return. — AFP/UNB photo

29 N-accimdents in US

WASHINGTON, Apr . Agency, said the Delense
Therc have been 29 docu- De nt has released little
mented accidents involving Information on rndlunu;:ltlu?
nuclear weapons in the United contamination as a res o
States since 1950, cight more the accidents and “the extent
than the US military had ac- of residual activity is un-
knowledged, according to a  known'.
report ﬁtn to Congress The Pentagon has acknowl-
Thursday, reports AP. | edged as miany as 2] domesfic,

The study, conducted for nuclear-related muhnln:

the Environmental Protection | the Air Force,
- Army and the Navy.

Noriega faces 120 years

MIAMI Apr 10: Toppled Papamantan diclator
, jatled since his capiure In the
Panama more than two years ng:.
now faces a prisons sentence of 120 years lor
his drug and racketcering conviction, reports

Manuel Norie
US invasion

Reuler.

A jury declared Noricga. 54, guilty on Thurs
Pablo Escobar and other lop
Mcdellin cartel leaders set up shop in Panama
and export lones of cocaine o Florida.

The pancl convicted Nori-ega. of eight of 10
charges, acquitting him of two less serious

day of help

charges.
us

charges

When the US judicial system is done with
nt offlicials have
want o extradite him to [ace charges
| of corruption and murder there.

Panamanian
said 1

proseculors said Noricga would be taken
to Tampa, Florida, after his sentencing on July |
10 to face separate Marfjuana trafficking

drug lords.”

Prosecutors Lried Lo resirmin
the jury's verdict, reached following five days ol

The historic prosccution of a forcign leader
was a viclory for President George Bush, who
sent 23.000 US troops Into Panama In Decem-
ber 1988 to cusi Noriega and bring him 1o
Miami Lo stand trial on drug charges.

Hundreds of Panamanians and 23 American
soldiers died in the invasion. :

Bush, speaking to reporters in Washington,
called the verdict "a major victory against the

their glee at

often contentious and deadlocked deliberations.

guilty and this
knew

“This act of justice closes a disgraceful chap-
ter of Panamanian history,” Panama’'s President
Guillermo Endara said in a statement.

“it would have only seen just to find him
is what they did.... Panamandans.. ..
well that we were witnessing “‘f
first narco-military dictatorship in history,

jail for drug

added Endara.

Chiel defence Attorney Frank Rubino sald he
would appeal the verdict, and
complicated case would evenlually wind up in

the US Supremwe Courl.

Rubino complained bitterly to reporters about
whal he described as a politically-motivated

tradl.

“This, in our opinion, is the modern-day ver-
sion of the Crusades. as the United States will
now trample across the entire world, imposing
its will on so-called sovereign nations,” Rubino
to the invasion.

A.ng:ly sald, refern
ricga is schedu

US district Judge William Hoeveller and faces
:rp to 120 years in prison and mﬁ_,mu dollar in

fines.
Noriega, weari

his customary general's uni-
s, stood impassively when

in sobs, and an-

redicted the appearance

courtroom. One

other fought to maintain her composure.

Wife Felicidad, who [aces her own stale court
today in an unrelated shoplifting
case, stared stonily at the judge. It was the fist
time she had returned to her husband's trial

since her arrest at a suburban Miami depart-
ment store last month.

“The family §s horribly dejected,” Rubino said
Testimony form 78 witnesses in the exhausting
seven-month-long trial decumented millions of

dollar in bribes paid by the cartel to Noriega,
who protected Florida-bound air and sea ship-

rugs.
thmnht manufacturing lab In Panama.
The combined cost #:‘ﬂ'- invasion and the | . 40018 involving nuclear
trial has been estimated st anywhere
173 to dollar 200 millien, according to Penta-

gon and legal sources.

The latest findings were
part of a wide ranging study
for the EPA on the scope of
radioactive contéamination na
tlonwide as a result of military
and ctvillan actvities

The study, presented to the
Senate Governmental Affairs
Committee, sald there are
more than 45,000 locations
where there have been nuclear
activities and where there po
tentially has been radiation
corlamination

“The report catalogued all
sites that now, or In the past,
have possessed radioactivity,
Michael Shapire, an EPA

in J Panama. istant administrator,
to be sentenced in July n::lll lhrm.ﬂ"l. Soiabeadof tled I m:y nasista y
he invi Medellin cartel leaders to The ,ml d,,,' Wsted 29 loen-

tions where researchers saibd
from dollar

wenpans were documented to
have occurred from 1950 to
' 1980,



