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Couldn't this 'Loadshedding’

be Avoided?

n one . On

We feared that it would ha
Thu it has been that it A
Soon. Power Development Board (PDB) in-

formed us through a release that power

to the tune of megawatt (mw) a day
will have to be passed on to the consumers in the
form of 'loadshedding’. The PDB definitely de-
serves a liment for its sense of . With
the heatwave reach record levels and the ex-
pected rainfall still eluding us, the news that
power will be In short supply, affecting domestic
u . including perhaps supply of water, could

not but have brought smiles on our scorched
faces.
‘Loadshedding' — perh another South Asian

contribution to English language, for the word
does not appear in Websters (unabridged, second
edition] Dictionary—, according to the PDB
handout, has become necessary due to shortfall in
power generation. This is due to power slalions
nol being modernised, repaired or maintained
because the World Bank did not release the
committed funds, which in its turn is due to the
fact that the PDB was unable to sufliciently re-
duce what has now come to be called 'system
loss’ Addivyonal reasons for short supply ol power
include lower water level at the Kaptai dam and
temporary shortfall in natural gas supply.

With the installed power capacity of 2,300 mw
and the highest current demand being 1,800
mw, it becomes dilficull to understand why a
shortfall of 300 mw should necessitate reducing
ﬁwer supply to the consumers. What needs to

looked into are the steps the PDP took when it
came to know that the World Bank funds would
not be forthcoming. According to the PDB, the
funds have been withheld {or more than one and
half years If that be so, the victims of the so-
calle luad:htddirg; have a right to know what
interim steps the PDB was able to take Lo meel
the situation Of more concern is the PDB's failure
to curb the 'system loss'. The energy minister,
the other day, in a TV programme on the subject,
informed the audience that the system loss was
down by a few percentage points. Hardly sufli-
cient to make a substantial difference either in
increasing power supply or in living uplo the
World Bank's conditions. Here in lies the crux of
the PDB's failure. The term 'system loss covers
two different type of losses— one that is incurred
through the process of transmission. Most of it is
unavoidable but some of it perhaps is recoverable
with better equipment. But the maximum limit
for such loss is 14 per cent. What then accounts
for our system loss of 41 per cent (the govern-
ment's ::l)::um is about 37 per cent, which has
supposedly come down to 34 per cent)? The an-
swer is, by now. well known— inefficiency and
corruption. The setting up of DE which was
supposed to improve on the bill collection and
rJuc: the number of illegal connections, has not
yet produced the desired results. Though the
time has not yet come to pass any serious judge-
ment on the usefulness of D yei the

signs are ha enco . Without
the system, or the way PD -ur:_:.d]m m
ising it will not produce the des results.

With the announcement of loadshedding’ what
is going to happen is that ordinary consumers of
electricity will now to be punished for what is
cﬁunlialg PDB's inefficiency.

PDB has done practically nothing in identify ng
{llegal connection holders. It has done nothing in
instituting a supervisory mechanism that will
tighten the performance of its employees.
Normally, ‘loadshedding’ is resorted to when de-
mands for power far outspaces the capacity to
supply. In our case the supply is being reduced
because the huge wastage is not being checked.
So instead of punishing the consumers, PDB
should put its house in order.

Bad News from Bangkok

Barring a section ol traders and foreign en-

trepreneurs who seek short-term stability under
the cover of dictatorship. there is no jubfiation in
Thatland over the appointment of General

Suchinda Kraprayoon as the country's new Prime
Minister Posters have appeared in Bangkok
protesting the assumption of power by an
"outsider”. a reference to the fact that the Army
Chief who had pulled a coup In February last year
against the previous elected government of an-
other general, Chatichal Choonahaven, did not
run in the March 22 general election. In other
words, the man who will now head the govern-

ment cn; s no electorate mandate as such and,
rinc g( ., will be answerable to the parliament
without ing its member

The appointment of General Suchinda followed
the disclosure that Narong Wongwan. the [irst
nominee by a five-party coalition which holds the
majority in the House of Representatives. had
been denied the US visa last year on suspicion in
Washington that he had links with the Interna-
tional drug trade

It 1s strange that the [ive-party coalition of
civillan dominated political parties could not find
a replacement for Narong without turning to the
Army Chiefl Suchinda

The suspicion in Bangkok is that all this has
been stage-managed. a coup that has been sanc-
tioned and approved by the parlament. In this
sense, one could well make the point as the
. Bangkok daily. Nation has made that the a has
“institutionalised” the military control ol the
country's parliamentary politics

Yet. the queston is, how long can the military
maintain the status quo? Thailand has seen turbu-
lent politics, punctuated by coups through the
past three to four decades Thus, democracy In
real sense was never given a chance to establish
itsef throu parHamentary democracy. Feorl:
from all w of Itfe put up with these ed
a take-overs In a mood of res tion,
ug.?uil well that political parties olfered them no
alternative as such

However, this decade which has already seen
dramatic deve ts changing the future of
countries. from the Soviet Union to esh,
cannot leave Thailand alone. People in this
Southeast Asian country have expressed their
firm disapproval of the appointment of General
Suchinda. It is only a question of time before this

disapproval turns into a popular protest. A time
bomb may be ticking away.
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Amnesty Puts the Focus on 'The Ugly India'
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What the Amnesty Inter-
national has highlighted in its
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rence in one part of India or
the other. Several human
rights organisations In the
country have documented in-
stances afler Instances and

many have pub-
lished the police excesses
which their leams have

investigated. The National
Police Commission has itself
admitted that “in the percep

' tion of the people, the egre-

gious features of police are

. brutality, corruption, ineff

ciency, degrees of which vary
from place to place and person
o person.

Therefore, the report does
nol come as a revelaton. It
should, however, make every

mm_ummmmmwmm:m

not be correct to the

last detail. But that is not the point. It has collated instances to indicate a pattern of cruelty
and injustice that is perpetrated in a police cell. In fact, thins are far worse.

matter in the
ters which wield authority or
uence. There is a felling of
helplessneas. On the other

B

that nothing else matiers to It
They have been hurnt so much
that further hurt does not hun
them any more. Their torture
at the hands of police is occa

stional but il is more frequent
at the hands of employer. ad

ministrator, politician and

People in the upper half -
even the mosi sensitive — have

gol so inured W the system,
where justice has become a
relative term, that they do not
bother whal happens to the
ones outside their class The
victim of police wrath s from
the strata which s distant
even from thetr thoughis. A
death in the custody ol police,
whenever reported in parlia-
ment or the press, evokes

|

their atiention but only for a
short while. They forget n
soon; they have oo many other
preoccupations o dwell on
deaths in lock ups.

Yet, if the nation s to pre
serve the fundamental vahues of
a democratic society, every
person has o display a degree
of vigllance and willingness o
sacrifice. Why the sensitivity
has evaporated from Lhe soct
ety is Lhe question — and how
to restore the dividing line

between right and wrong,
moral and immoral which has
ceased 0 exisl.

The 415 cases of death In
police custody, recorded by the
Amnesty, may nol be correct
to the last detall But that s
not the point [t has collated
instances 10 indicalr & pallermn
of cruclty and injustice thai is
perpetrated in & police cell In
fact, thins are lar worse A
new, lllegal procedure has
come 0 be adopted whereby a
suspect is picked up and de
tained lor many days un
recorded. No remand s sought
from the court and no inlorma
tion is given o relatives re
garding the whercabouts ol the
detainee. Even when he or she
dies of torture. the police does
not own the responsibility be
cause there is no evidence 1o
prove thal the detainee died In
police custody

Still worse Is the practice

ol them.

The Government of Indm's
argument that the Amnesty did
nol give New Delhl adequate
time 0 counter the report s
only a technical defence. The

main point is whether the
lorture, rape or deaths took
place or not. There is nothing
o stop the government from
proving even now that the in
slances pointed oul by the
Amnesly were incorrect A
bald denial will not, however,
do, 1t will need 1o be sup
poried by acts.

official

weight in the

is
conlenlion that the

The Amnesty's assurmncr that
it will also focus on viclence by
the militants should pactly the

critics, Since the general per
ception is that the militants

i
i

i

;

<

{

1
iiiﬁ 3§

4
I

5
is
syifsie

1
i

]

|

L)
B

This will only raise the
hackles of Indian . The
governmen! may be Lo

powers are Uying o
interfere in ils domestic af-
fairs This will negate whatever

of torture, rape and death.
A possibie scenario can be
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Aid Workers Struggle to Save Life as the Shells Fall

by Don Redding

After months of fighting, there is a tentative ceasefire in Mogadishu. Armed gangs occupy
small patches of the Somali capital, changing their allegiances and territories constantly

HE intense street figh-

I ting that broke out last

November ' in Mogadi-

shu, Somalia's capital. has

battered the city inte the

E‘uunﬂ and left its people

ungry, homeless and desper-
ate.

Until the United Nations-

brokered ceasefire was signed
on March 3, not a day went by
without shelling, machine-gun
fire or looting somewhere in
the city. Few cobservers arc
confident that any ceasefire
will hold.

As a result, Somalia has bc-
come the world's most urgent
humanitarian crisis, a test
case for the ability of the in-
ternational community o re-
spond to humanitarian emer-
gencies. The fighting is deadly,
but the scarcity ol food may
tak¢ more lives: famine now
threalens the one million or so
people in and around

The UN s promising $12
million worth of aid 1o
Somalia, conditional on the
ceasclire. But fis humanitarian

ncies, the only ones that
meet the people’'s needs on
the scale required, arrived
only recently in Mogadishu
They had refused to operale
there throughout the past

Until March, the city’'s hu-
manitarian carc has been left
lo five aid agencies: Save the
Children (UK), the Red
Cross, Mcdecins Sans
Frontieres [(Doctors Without
Borders), S0OS Children's
Villages and the International

They have been providing
medical care and reliel on the
Tront line of a war estimated to
have killed 5,000 Somalis,
with perhaps another 25,000
wounded

The main conflict is be
tween the forces of All Mahdi
Mohammed, named as in-
terim president following the
civil war that ousted dictator
Siad Barre, and Gen
Mohammed Farar Aideed, who

that claim.

n addition, there are
dozens of armed gangs in the

and unpredictably. In the chaos, report

s Gemini News service, it has been left to five small

aid agencies to help the hundreds of thousands of people affected by the fighting.

Al

city answerable o no one,
cach in control of a small
palch ol ground or a koy lactl
iy

As many as 300,000 pcophk
have Mlod to the scrubland be
yvond Mogadishu, taking what-
cver Lthey can carry because
they know their empty houses
will be looted behind them
Camping in the bush, they have
no proper shelter and Hule
access 1o jlood and water

When Save the Chikdren
surveyed part of this displaced
population, #t found that 35
per cent of the children were
scvercly malnourished, and
halfl were suffering skin dis
cascs and diarthoca from lack
of water or from drinking
contaminated water

In their battle to save ltves,
agency workers arc living
within conditions few have ex-
perienced before.

“"We have never been in a
sttuation like this in our recent
history,” snys Andrew
Timpson, Save the Children's
progrumme oflicer for Easi

for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
space. For reasons of space, short letters

preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

"I'he Dark Side of

Japan's Work Ethic”

Sir, Ms Suverdrini Kakuchi
of IPS rts in her feature
(Daily Star of 30th March)] re-
garding the worst part of
Japanese workaholic-lsm. The
working hours of an industrial
labour, a Supervisor and a
Manager often come to 2400
hours in a year. In good many
cases this is exceeded, and in
specific cases a worker had led
himsell to his death. These

r cases are tragic, and
could have been avoided.

Japan has now n-ch:duw

t tion in the indus
mpﬂﬂﬂth hardly any
ngflural resources, and cer-
tafnly it could not have been

carncd without t sacri-
fices, including t tragic
deaths.

We hove a ot o learn from
Japan. In our casc the labour,
the management and the
Government arc at logger
heads, There are ({requent
stoppages of work, indisci-
pline, and often violence.
Instead of a promotive and
supportive role the
Ggvernment often finds itself
in an situation. Our

lentiful supply of labour no
onger remains cheap. Our
whole work ethic is to do as
Hitle work as poasible, earn
overtime as much as possible
and putting in demands even
when an ente is running
al a loss. And in the cnd we
succeed in killing the golden

" We can only shake our-

selves from this malaise, only I

the Government gives Lhe lead,
in buflding up a' national con-

" Bands like this roam the streets of Mogadishu

Africa, who visited the city in
Jarmsary.

"We've  been involved In
war roncs in Ethiopia, Sudan
and Uganda, but here we arc
close (o the front line every
day. In Mogadishu the intensity
and chaos of the conflict is
vivid, and the sheer unpre-
dictability is so [rightening.”

The Somali fighting is fasi
and mobile, says Timpson.
“The presidential forces may
make a [ast break and move
into positton with a big anti-
tank gun or field artillery, and
firc shells with great rapidity
in the direction of Aldeed's
hcadquarters, which Is ncar
the Save the Children house.
We've had some close shaves.”

Irish nurse Siobhann
Fitz worked for Save the
Children in Mogadishu from
August 199] to last February.
“One afternoon,” she recalls,
1 went back to work at
Benadir hospital. As | got out of

the car a shell landed, came
through the roofl of the butld-

ing and fragments ol cement

sensus. There is no royal road
lo development for us, excepl:
ing a minimum understanding
between the various Interest

groups.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Dhanmondl Dhaka

Educational sector
reform
Sir, Education in

Bangladesh, specially at pri-
mary, seco and higher
secondary levels are awful, so
o . Education is not pro-
VH;’II these levels in the
strictest sensc of the term.
The pu of 'edycation’ is
to the studemts a sense
of objective perception and
analysis of the things. Bul in

mﬂ'ﬁwhvﬂy

At @l the above lhme}l:vth.
.performances in the €x-
ﬂtlﬂm exclusively depend
on the students’ memorising
capacity which has been an
aminous phenomenon. The in-
stitution of private uitionship
being another destructive

Mlew everywherc.

1 just turmed around and
wenl home. It took aboul two
minutes, but by then shells
were falling all around. | just
stayed inside all aftermoon on
the ground floor. You dont go
upstairs and you don't go out
on the rool.”

in these conditionsa, the =aid
agencics have had to take un-
precedented measures, inchud-
ing hiring their own security.

“We hire vehicles which
crome with three or four
armed men,” Timpson says.

The living compound has
armed the clinics are

. and the work is over-
scen by armed 5. We
don't like it. but it's essential.”

Sophisticated communica-
tions are also vital. Every
member of stafl carries a
walkie-talkie with a line per-
manently open — a silence of
even 10 minutes is enough to
make collcagues anxious.

in a city where front lines
and clan loyalties can shifl ev-

ery day, the agencies must cn-

gage in continual daily negotia-
tions and intelligence gather-

ing simply to move around in

In Aldced’'s territory,

vehicles are guarded by

his Habur Gedir clan, but Lthey

will dismount at the boundary

of the airport, which is con-

trolled by the neutral Hawadle
clan.

With these a nts,
Save the Children can keep
open seven clinies where
some 5,500 children are kepl
alive with food aid. It also
channels medical supplics and
administrative support to the
Somali doctors and nurses of
Benadir ital, and it hopes
to start aiding the displaced

only, so some
rs' al the above
three levels are often seen to
cut bad figures in the varsity
examinations because, in
higher studies, objective per-
ception and analysis are the
prerequisites for
cxnminalions.

3angladesh has been a very
poor country. For her devel-
opment, it needs rapid re-
forms in all sectors, Since she
is unable to afford rapid re-
forms in all sectors simultane-
ously, so the decision-makers
arc o rank-order the sectors
on priority basis. Education is
the backbone of a natfon.
Without educationul develop-
ment, a nation cannot think of
overall national development.

So ctlucational sector reforms
in llangladesh merits topmosl
priority. The decision-makers
should pay heed to this for the

greater interest of this objectly
poor nation. *

Md. Abdur Rowf
Deptt. of Intl. Relations, DU.

memorising

good n |

peoplc.
"Everywhere you go, peo-
ple come up to few
minutes asking for  help’
Fitzgerald says, "and they have
the: most terrible stories lo
teil.

“Everybody has lost at least

‘one family member in Lhe

fighting. It's wvery frustrating
that there's so little you can
d=

Since much of the fighting

—

is about food, large quantities
of food aid, o com-
batants and non-combatants
alike, would reduce the len-

sion in the significantly. If
it is mot ly distributed,
however, it will cause more

the lead of the ﬂnm-mﬂ;
agencies in
py e g, g fon

mains o be seen.

betiveen the agency's
office and its workers in

Iraq, Kuwait and Media
Distortions

in The Siar of March
19, | found the Gemini feature
entlitled “"Why se much about
the Gulf war went wrong™ by
Daya Kishan Thassu highly
misleading because of its arbi-
trary postulates, factual distor-
tions and slanted approach. As
a professional media man of
over three decades and on the
basis of my on-the-spot obser-
valions in Kuwait for six
months alter liberation until
last February as well as my
decade-long stay there éarlier,
| write the following to put the
situation in the correct per-
spectives.

In the aforesaid article it is
allcged, inter alia, that “the
human rights of Iraqi children
arc being violated by the UN
[read US) dictated sanctions
without any legal reason.” The
truth ts that any such misery
was brought about and (this
necds special ecmphasis) s be-
ing perpetuated by the
Baghdad rulers themseclves.
Economic sanctions resulled
directly from Saddam's aggres-
sion on Kuwait and are meant
to ensare redress to the ag-
gricved partics. Iraq is re-
quired to pay 30 per cent of its
oil sale procceds for payment
of compensation to hundreds
of thousands of people of many
nationalities including Bang-
ladeshis, who suffered econ-
omic losses or mental angufsh
as a result of Irag's aggression.
But Saddam's Iraq has refused
to sell oil and has there by not
only blocked the payment of
such compensation but has
also deprived Iraqis them-
sclves of the benefit of their

oWT Couniry’'s resources.

The ground proflered by
Baghdad rulers to ntilise the
UN permission for the sale of
dollar 1.6 billon worth of oil to
meet Iraq's urgent needs 1is
that any close monitoring of
the oil sale deal by the UN
would be inconsistent with the
sovereignty of Iraq as an inde-
pendent country. This is a de-
vious logie. Did they care while
trampling over the sovercignty
of a ful neighbour? In
fact, UN monitoring is ab-
solutely essential to keep ac-
count of the actual oil transac-
tions in order to ensure the 30

per cent cul to pay the rightful

dues of aggrieved parties In-
chuding le — men, women
children — In developing

countries who lost their lveli-
hood or sullered terribly as a

result of n on
Kuwait. The lrag rulers, with
their dubious reputation of
rhring evasive tricks, have
orfcited any claim to be
trusted.

Thcﬁtﬂmlrﬁ:kﬂlnm-

calls randomly c:rtl.tn.nrﬂ:u
of the wartime news uscs
it as a peg to portray Saddam
and his as innocent
victims of the media world.
However, apart from the gen-
eral axiom that wartime news
stull may always contain ele-
ments which could be debat-
able later, there is nothing co-
gent in the points made in the
spceific cases cited in the
Gemind article. As for the incu-
balor story, the postwar con-
troversy raised by certain quar-
ters has led to nothing sub-
stantial to disprove it. In fact,
the incidence of atrocious
episodes like this was con-
veyed to me personally in
Kuwait during the Iragi occu-
pation by informed people in-
cluding at least onc senior
Egyptian physician, Dr, Samir,
and, and some Indian para-
medical staffers.

At any rate, any debate over
some particular incident (s)
does not help to make a case
for the lifting of the UN sanc-
tions. The list of proven atroci-
ties is more than e to
justify and neccssitate’ sanc-

chambers set up by the Iragis
in Kuwait, colossal waste of re- |
sources through the torching
of aver 800 ol wells, outra-
geous vandalism like almost
total destruction of hall a mil-
lton volumes of Kuwait
University's library collection
— the tale s endless.
Moreover, thousands of
Kuwaiti children as well as
mothers and wives are living in
a about the fate of their
fathers, sons and husbands
who are still under
Iragl detention, if not already
lost there for ever. Is their

the
;ﬁrhu!uﬂy of Iragi children on

distorted premises?




