difficulties or problems for

about 20,000 Bangladeshis
now working n and pri-
valr seclors in 7

Of them, he said, |5 per
cent were accommodated in

the gigantic water supply pro
ject — ° the greal man-made

in and other cities In-
clude doclors. weachers. tech:
nicians. drivers and fishermen.
The Bangladeshis livi
there amidst “harmony
do not want to come back
home.” Wahed sand,
ress report that they
wanlt v come
back as they are unhappy
in his country in the wake of
UN sanctions on Libya This
was bascless and unfounded.”
he said.

Six eshi construc-
tion co s had been func-
unnnz with reputation,
he ok newsmen

“Even all foreigners in Libya
are living In peace”, without
facing any kind of difficulties.
he asserted.
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Welcoming the Myanmar
ure In to send
level de n to talk

the crisis. the Foreign Ministry
official expressed optimism
that the discussions between
the two countries would pro-
duce positive results

Last
fties assured

they can uce some evi-
dence of residency’ In
Myanmar the spokesman sasd.

“This is a positive sign and
we welcome this decistion”.
said the .

Asked whether intervention
by some influential Asian coun-
tries had Myanmar c its
mind. the official evaded an
answer

*The whole world s on our
side.” he said.

Following the December 21
attack, border officials of the
two countries held successive
meetings but tensions along
the 176-mile border did not
subaiche

continued amass-
ing troops along the border
and carried on repression on
its citizens leading to the in-
creased inflow of refugees into

Referring to the exodus
from Myanmar that datcs as far
back as o eighteenth century.
the spokesman. Additional
Foreign Secretary A H
Mahmood All., sald Dhaka
would seek a permanent solu-

yanmar FM

tion to the influx problem. In
1978, a large number of
Arakanese took refuge iIn
Bangladesh's bordering dis-
tricts.
Since the recent exodus
began. according o ever-in-
estimales., some (wo

h thousand
have crossed into
Till Tuesday night. officials
?ﬂﬂ'ﬁ 1.93.837

them. according o o
fAgures, a total of 1,09,769

The Myanmar delegation.
which is scheduled to leave
April 28, includes sentormost
civil servants from Foreign,
Immigration and Reliel and
Rehabilitation Ministries.’

Apart from holding formal
talks with the Bangladesh
Foreign Minister, the delega-
tion will also call on the
President. the Prime Minister
and other officials, Foreign
Ministry sources said.

Bangladesh authorities
would also Hke to take the
Myanmar delegation to the
southern districts where the
refugees have taken shelter,
All said.

Eleven camps have. ull
date. been set up o house the

refugees.

Two more camps — iIn

situation’ in the camps was
‘quite good'.

Jailstaftf protest
against jailer
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Apr 9 : About 200
stall of Sylhet district jall
demons trated in protest
against the al corruption
and malpractice of the jailer-

enquiry

by the D:Enty Commissioner
two mon ago to enquire
into the different corruption

Accordingly. the enquiry
commitice submitted fts re-

port o the authority, but no
action has yet been taken.

The demonstrating stafl
sent a memorandum to the jaill

authority and the DC today.
Lawyers

The = rs of different
courts In Sylhet district
abstained from

the

the armed attack at

t residence of Advocate
Abdul Gafur. president. Sylhet
[Mstrict Bar Assoclation. on
Zobatda Khanam, the wife of
Adv Gafur. sustatned bullet in-
jury in the sttack and is now

under treatment at the
Osmany Medical Centre
Hospital

One commits

§uicide

Debt repayment
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17.8 milllon US dollars in
1973-74 as debt repayment
and the amount has increased

ﬁi:n:t then.
It up to about 70 mil-
lon us dollars the very next

year.
Until 1978, the loans re-

considerably low and
payment was also low

1975, the ‘oan bases expanded
in all sectors. The loan
ment rate accelerated after
1985 as' the grace period of
some loans were over by the
tme.

Indemnity bill
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co tee had a total of 11
meetings but failed to reach
CONSENSUS.

The parliament meanwhile
for the third time granted the
committee a two-month time
on February 18 to come out
with a unanimous report on
the bill.

deadline will exptre on
April 19.

Earlter, the House granted
tume for the commitiee twice
— 70 days and 15 days consec-
utively — for making a draft

on the issue but the

L

‘committee [ailed to rueu a

o Sgars rogferras
stage wou
place mn the ruling
and AL 0 reach a consensus on
the ways of removing the con-
stitutional bar to try in-
volved in the of :

Meanwhile, Co td)
Farooq, known as the master-
mind behind the August
putsch, while talking to this
correspondent yesterday
cla that passage of the
Indemnity (Repeall Bill would
virtually push a section of AL
leaders in real trouble

Replying to a specific ques-
tion Farcoq said: "1 personally
was nol present at the Ume
Mujib was killed by & soldier ~
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Police

demolishing slums at Kamalapur Thursday.

T |

Bus carrying

JP leaders to

Munshigan]
attacked

By Staff Correspondent

A planned meeting of the
Munshigan] district unit of
Jattya Party was postponed
when two cars carrying the
leaders from Dhaka came un-
der attack allegedly by pro-
BNP activists nechr Chanbari

crossing Thursday. party
sources sakd.
They alleged that some

armed activists of the ruling
BNP party attacked two mi-
crobuses carrying the
Munshigan] district unit lead-
ers of the Jattya Party and
some newsmen and damaged
the cars on the highway at
Chanbari ncar Srecnagar
Upazila in Dhaka district

The alttackers carrying
weapons and sticks completely
damaged the cars and beat the
riders. the sources confirmed

The Acting Chairman of
Jattya Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury and Secrciary
General Shah Moazzem
Hossain in a joint stalement
Thursday evening condemned
the assault on his partymen
and called upon the people to
resis! “such flascist activities.”

- NICAR reviews progress

~ of core projects

A meeting of the National
Implementation Committee for
Administrative Reorganisation

NICAR} was held here
ursday night at the
International Conference
Centre (ICC) with Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair, reports BSS.

The ﬁl.‘clinl considered
the recommendations of the
commission for delimitation of
boundaries of districts and
uparilas /thanas and took deci-
sions for implementation.

It also reviewed tLhe
progress of the construction
work of the core projects of
the new cr:-l.nr iIstricls
namely o s of the Deputy
Commissioners, District
Judges, Superintendents of
Police, Civil Surgeons and
Circult Houses.

The meeting directed the
concerned authorities 1o

| complete the worked for pro-

viding infrastructural factlities
for smooth running of the
administration within the cur-
rent fiscal year.

The mecting was attended,
among others, by Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman.
Agriculture Minister Majid-ul
Hagq. Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed. Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
Education Minister Jamir-
uddin Sircar, Works Minister

Rafiqul Islam Mia. Health and
Famil Wellare Minister
C hury Kamal lbne Yusul
State Minister for Establish
ment Nurul Huda and Statc
Minister for Shipping Harunur
Rashix

One killed in
Bogra clash

From Our Correspondent

BOGRA., Apr 8 | Onec person
was killed and several others
were injured in a clash be-
tween two rival youth groups
in the town today.

Youths of Thanthania Hari-
para and Kanochgari armed
with lethal weapons attacked
thetr rivals. The clash was a
sequel o a past enmity

The youngsters damaged
shops and mansacked houscs
leaving several people injured

Among the scriously in-
jured. Palash (25 and Kamal
were rushed to local Moham-
mad All Hospital where Palash
succumbed to his injuries.

Relatives and [riends ol
Palash later brought out a pro-
cession in Lhe town with the
body and demanded cxemplary
punishment to those respon-
sible for the killing.

A case has been lodged with
the local police

—
Apr 12 march
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Shahgahan and Fayez Ahmed
The observed that

trial ol Golam Azam was nol
enough. all the killers and ool
laborators of 1971 must be
tried through enacting laws in
p-l.rhnmrm

criticvised the gov-
ernment for filing casecs
against 24 sponsors ol the
Gana Adalat and demanded of
the government that the peo-
ple’'s court verdict on Golam
Azam be execuled and the
cases be withdrawn immedi-

ately

The speakers thanked 100
Members of Parblament includ-
ing the Opposition lcader
Sheikh Hasina who su
the trial of Azam

Meanwhile. Bangladesher | Algha

Samajtantrik Dal (Khakeg) con-
venor Khalequezaman Bhutyan
in a statement Thursday sasd
that his party would hold gath-
erings and wayside rallies to-
day in support of April 12 pro-
gramume.

Canatantrik Biplobl Jote
also issued similar statement
calling for making the April 12
march a sucicss.

A public rally meeting or-
ganised by the coordination
committee will be held In
front of the Press Club today at

4 pm

P

N reaidents fetchin

water from a tube-well installed on the dried up river-bed of Chhoto Jamuna as the water-

level in the area has sharply receded in recent months.

Japanese MPs

arrive Apr 12

A two-member delegation of
the Japan-Bangladesh Parlia-
mentarian Association led by
Shin Sakural, Chairman of the
Cabinet Committee, the House
of resentatives and Makoto
T . Member of the House
of Councilor. is scheduled to

a five-day goodwill visit to

h from April 12 w0

16, says a Japan Embassy press
releasc.

During (their stay In
esh. the members of
the delegation will pay cour-
tesy calls on high officials of
the Government of Bangladesh
o exc views on mallers
of mutual fit, especially on
ibilities of expanding bi-
teral economic relationship
further

They will also visit Myanmar
refugee camps in Cox's Bazar
o nﬁm influxing refugees
from Myanmar Lo Bangladesh
and Cyclone damaged arcas in
and around Chittagong. where
re- construction |s going on.

Naogaon in grip of
water shortage

By Rathin Sanyal

NAOGAON. Apr 8 : On acule

waler shortage has gripped the
mwnuﬂunm:ﬂdpnflup ly
has become grosaly inade-

quate due to the river Choto
Jamuna's running completely

The river passes through
the wpwn.
The ground water in mosl
laces in the wwn has receded
7 w 10 feet below the nor-
mal level at this time of the
year, according lo concerned
authorttics. Towns people have
inastalled several tubewells on
the dry riverbed to make up
for the shortage of drinking
waler.
Residents sald that the
s of drinking water has
mre; affected the house-
holds in the eastern part of the
town where about 1.5 lakh
people live. There is no water

supply in the Par-Naogaon.

Sultanpur, Bhabanfpur.
Debipur, Boalia, Pirojpur and
arcas of the lown.

Shortage of water has also
severely affected the agricul-
tural sector in the district
Irrigation has been hit hard as
farmers cannot even use their
pumps o Ut ground waler be-
cause of the scarcity of diesel
and also because of the irregu-
lar supply of electricity in the
aren

Diesel , kerosene and petrol
are in short su and traders

are charging e nt prices.
Kerosene and diesel is being

—Star photo by Rathin

It happened over
a missing hen

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 9§ :
Two rs in Kutubpur
unjon exchanged hot words
over a missing hen and then
clashed over It along with their

members and support-
ers, re UNB.

The incident took place
Wednesday night when owner
of the hen Abdul Malek, being
unable to trmce his domestic
fowl. mecused his nelghbour of

|

The indignant neighbour
dented all charges of stealing
and killing the hen but Malek
continued o maintain his ac-
cusation which soon developed
into & clash

All did not end thete as the
news of the incident sparked
off another clash between vil-
lagers in nearby Chandman.

The clashes in both places
lefl at least 10 people seriously
bruised.

- ua
ston

state. some 950 kilometers (580 miles) north of
Yangon. the radic. s mouthpiece of mar s military junta.

DHAKA FRIDAY APRIL 10, 199%

. reports AFV

TIRANA. Apr & Democratic Party lkeader Sall Beriaha was

tlected as Albania s first non - communist President by

ment today. Albanian tebvision announced reporta

says & UN-sponsored
conference ntended 0o
open lmter this month o try W
|4 -ycar old
envil war in Alghanistan has
been postponed, diplomatic
and resislance sources said
Thursday

The delay was designed w
give the United Natipns more
tme W organise a lemporary
council o take r from
n President Najibullah
and run the government-con-

AP

| yolled arcas before the peace

conference begins
UN cfficials had hoped the
conference would comnvene laie

Temperature
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year, weathermen sald adding
that the summer started in
March.

The highest temperature
in 100 years was recorded al
41.5 Celsius in"Dhaka
on April 30, 1960.

High temperature and
comparatively low humidity
made life unbearable for the
city residents on Thursday

The month-long rainless si-
ton has also caused reces-

in the surface water level
and the water supply of the
Dhaka WASA (Water Supply
and Sewerage Authority) kell by
than one crore gallons.

Last month only
rainfall was recorded in the
country. to the Met
office. But ft forecast a 300 w0
350 mm rainfall in the current
month over the country.

Black Sea fleet
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Ukrainian lawmakers on
Wednesday voted overwhelm-
ingly to back Kravchuk's policy
creating an independent mili-
tary and seizing control of the
Black Sea Fleet

Kravchuk appointed former
Soviet Admiral Boris Kozhin as
commander of the new
Ukrainian navy based on the
Black Sea. Kozhin had been
commander of the common-
wealth's Donuzlav naval base.

In response, the comman-
der of the commonwealth
Black Sea fleet. Admiral lgor
Kasatonov, fred - Kozhin from
his commonwealth post for
. of his official duties
id abuse of authority,” ltar-

Kozhin told reporters

Wednesday that the new
Ukrainian would concen-
trate on coast and other

defensive tnsks would not be a
strategic force.

Meanwhile. members of

Yeltsin's government said

Thursday they would resign en
masse and seck a national vole

“if Congress attempts (o
strip Yeltsin of his powers, |
think the president would be
forced to & directly to the
nation,”
a pro-Yeltsin lawmaker.

Yeltsin and his supporters

were trylng to block t they
view as efforts by former
Communists in the | 046
member Congress of People’s
Deputies to derall the reforms,
which are designed to bulld a
market economy.

While Yeltsin is Russia's

Najib to step down

this month, either in Geneva
or Vienna. But diplomatic and
uerilla sources sakd 1t would
ikely be lale May or early
Jure

The UN aspecial envay on
Alghanistan. Denon Sevan. left
flor Oeneva 1o meet UN
Secretlan General Boutros
Bowu tros i and discusa the
Iffll'_"ll'ﬂﬂll

Reuier says hardliine
guerilla commanders In cast-
ern Alghanistan will block food
ald to Kabul overland
lrom ne uring Pakistgn, a
gﬂlh news servioe sald o

Al urges Yangon
to stop atrocities
on Rohingyas

Amnesty International has
called on Myanmer authorntes
o halt their campaign of ter
ror and violence against the
country’s Muslim minority. ac
cording to & message received
in Dhaka Thursday. reports
BSS.

A fact-finding team of
Amnesty Intemnational whiclf’
had recently béen 1o
Bangladesh., confirmed re-
ports of widespread human

violavons including lor-
ture and killings.

*It 1s clear that the Musiim
minority in Myanmars wesl-
erm Rakhine (Arakan) slalc is
being targeted by the Myanmar
army,” sald the worldwide
human rights organisation.

British polls
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worldwide pattern
nomic gloom

But many former
Conservative volters blame his
government for rising unem
ployment. currcntly 2.6 mil-
lion or 9.4 per cent, and say
they will vote Labour this time.

High interest rales, cur-
rently 10.5 per cent. used by
the government o bring down
annual inflation from a peak of
10.9 per cent in 1990 to 4.1
per cent now. have caused
business faflures and layoffs
and higher mormgage for home

of eco

Labour has promised In-
creasced state spending to
bring unemployment down.
The Conservatives say Labour's
spending plans would lead to
more borrowing, higher inter-
est rates and a slump.

Labour plans big tax in-
creases for wealthier people,
including a top rate of 59 per
cenl on earnings exceeding
40.000 pounds (dirs 69,600 )
a year. The top (ax rate now is
40 per cent

it plans to use this to help
fund increased state spend
on health. education and wel-
fare and 1t says eight out of 10
familics would be better off

under its .
The onservalives have

promised to work toward cut-
ting the basic rate of income
tax from its present 25 per
cent to 20 per cent. though
not necessarily by the end of
the next five-year Parliament.

US relief
official
arrives today

An official of the US Siate
Department specialising in
refugec alfairs will arrive In

Bangladesh today, says a USIS
release

Dr Sarah E Moten is Deputy
Asststant Secretary of State for
international Assistance in the
Bureau for Refugee FProgra-
mmes. She coordinates US aid
for refugees worldwide

She will be visiting Bangla
desh as part of a tour of South
and South-Easl Asian nations.
While in Bangladesh, Dr Moten
will meet with government
officials and representatives of
the UNHCR and several non-

mental or tions.
1] and 12 she will
tour the Rohingya refugee

camps



