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Two Pieces of Superb Political Writing; an Indian | TWO DIFFERENT KINDS

Magazine

Media Journal Gets a New Look; and M -J AkRbar

M, S s

hope a despair.
m-mpa':-
superb There are two
such pieces me. from
two parts of the world, which
desarve to be included In
anthologies and mentwned. in
extracts. in this column.

The frst n &

address by the President
Cormsen C ino of the

difficult because. right until
the end ol her presidential
term — it l'urlnn.ll‘ lerminates
next month — r political
. often interpreted as
natvety, remained her biggest
political asset. So. not surpris-
ingly, she was torn between
the politictan's temptation to
defend her actions in socio-
economic fields and her in-
stinctive sincertty in admitting
her lapses. It was not the case
of the President performing a
balancing act. It was more a
question of putting her own
performance in the right per-
spective. Here are a few ex-
racts:

On election © “In  Lhe past.
the idea was o give people just
enough power to elect thelr
mistakes and suffer the conse-
quences until the next clec-
tions. Elections were a safety
valve We wan! elections to be
just one of other more effec
tive means o bring the peopic
into governmenl and rn-
ment to the people, o make it
truly a participatory democ-
Macy

On democracy : “ln one
thing we grew from strength
o strength — in the enlarge-
menl of our democratic space
and the strengthening of our
democracy Every calamily
tested the capacity of democ-
racy lo absorb distress, find
reliel. and meet the absolute
necessities of people without
the least curtatiment of free-
dom or compromises of rights.
Against our economic gains
that are ever hostages to for-
tune, siands ome steadfast,
unalloyed achievement: owur
democracy. It is an achieve-
ment entirely in our power o
preserve and enhance.”

On dictatorship:: “The for-
mula for success s said to be
dictatorial government. But we
tried that already (during the
Marcos regime]. with worse
results than the most firre-
sponsible democracy can pro-
duce. The spirtt of our race
will not accept a dictatorship:

and memories. {resh as the

scars they left. will not let us
consider that option again.
Democracy Is the only way for
us. We must find ways by which
the pitfalls that go with (ts
blessings are reduced, while
its inherent strengths are
brought to the fore.”

On the [reedom of the
press:: | firmly believe in the
freedom of the press. And |
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the inconve-

rather than in vindic-
which has no end.”

ls

ecarlter. comes (rom ano-
ther part of the world. But it ts
also a superb composition.
it s an appeal by Ed
Shevardnadese. a former Soviet
Foreign Minister, asking for
contributions to his Fund of
Rebirth and Democracy of

S.M. Al

ipaton of the people in daily

mment may provide the
stabilising clement that gov-
emment has always lacked.

the basic necds of its un-
changing constituencies have
not been met: less bureaucracy
for business, more public ser-
vices and infrastructure sup-

rt for agriculture and indus-
IT;, an economic safety net for
the common man. This s what
| wish for most. That after me,
the continuity of our work is
not broken. So that things well
done shall be completed and
the same mistakes avoided by
succeeding administrations. In
this way, done shall go
lc wasle, and the light of a
misplaced candle shall still be
valued for the light it sheds on
the things o avoid... | am not
asking that all my programmes
be blindly followed by my suc-
cessor. God knows, we have
made mistake. And the new
ﬂ{’ ts much better than those
belore.”

There’s more. much more,
with Cory Aquino speaking
with both humility and
strenglh. modesty and convic-
tion, and above all. not for
secking support for hersell or
anyone else in an election. but
to share her thoughts with her
people about democracy, good
governments and bher dreams,
hopes and lapses.

The above extracts have
particular relevance 1o this
country. Indeed. in more ways
than one. Bangladesh and the
Philippines share a great deal
in the way the two countries
ousted their authoritarian
regimes and went on to face
new challenges. amidst fresh
pitfalls and lapses. My one re
gret 15, while Be is are just
as articulate as Filipinos. ca-
pable of nursing the loftiest

ts, our lcaders of the
post-Ershad period are yet to
give us an insight into their
thinking on issues touched on
by Cory Aquino. Here, 1 am
thinking of the substance of
the address, not the occasion
chosen by the Philippines
leader to deltver it

W o W

newspapers, slarts with Lhese
moving words: "There are
walls that can be knocked
down In & few days. These are
walls made of brick and stone,
which are collapsed casily by
will and foree. Butl there are
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for New Dailies

ers without even the possibil
ity of a glass of milk for
their children; and at the
elderly who have no one on
whom o lean. But most of all, |
have been shocked by the re
flection of adult memncholy n
the eyes of the children who
have learnt to ive in a world of
constant fear and :
One cannot ask them o wler-
ate this for much in
the name of a radiant ature
Mh-hl:::th”h
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people in the slums of Tondo
in Mantla, about hungry chil
dren in an African state In the

once one of the mosi
republics of the
former Soviet Uniton, should

here and helps in saving just
one child in Georgla. | will
take a modest pride in writing
this column every weckend

. B ® @
: IDURA. the English-
language quarterly jour

ity as the then founder
Director of Pll. the journal s
now a glossy magazine, printed
on white art paper. full of
stimulating articles, well-re-
searched features. cartoons —
and several full page adver-
tisements. Within the south
Asian n. Nirikkha. the
journal of the Press Institute of

e

.__.‘ : .‘_
‘. e frome page of the first edition of The Telegraph

| Philippines : A Festival Binge

by Arjuna from Manila

Unlike other democracies where only two major political parties contest
high elective positions, the Philippines appears to have pulled out all stops
and a clutch of political aggrupations has fielded candidates numbering in
the hundreds of thousands....

IHE Philippinces is In

I the those of a presiden

tial clertion year and 1o

those not [amiliar with the

Filipino psyche, It would scem

that the whole country Is on a
festival binge

A festival — or surfeit — of
presidential candidales, Lhal
n

Whocver heard of a major
election where thore are 1o
poriedly some 70 candidalcs
who want 1o bec Lhe next presi
dent of the land?

Honcst, at the last count —
and stll growing — at lcast hall
a dozen “scrious” presideniial
and vice-presidential lcams
are in the thick of the fight
and more than 50 “nuisance”
candidates have flled their cer-
tificates of candidacy with Lhe
Commission on Elections
ICOMELEC)

To students of participalory

rmment, Lhe currenl ex-
ercisc in demooratic proccssacs
in the Philippincs would ap-
pear 1o be an ration of
the real thing But then, local
ffend of mine say. Fihrinnn
arep't adopted sons of Lhe
Americans for nothing W they
can't “oul-democracy” Lheir
parents in all aspects of gov-
ernmcnt

And unlike othcr democra-

in the hundreds of thousands,

One lorcigner told me
"Aren’t you Filipinos overdoing
this democmlic thing?”

Indeced, even to the casual
observer, the coming presi
dential polls arc an exercise in
exaggcration. Apart [rom Lhe
overnbundance of “presiden-
tiables.” it Is projecicd thal
billons of pesos will saturate
the landscape In Lthe next
three months while armics of
bright boys, PR pcoplc. spcerh
writers and peripheral per
sonncl will find Instant jobs In
the varfous political camps

Tons of printed clection
araphernalia — leaflets,
rochures, streamers, calling
cards, magnzines, comic hooks
and the lthe arc kecping the
nalfon's printing shops hum-
ming with activity 24 hours a
day while TV and radio sta-
lfons arc booked salid until the
end of April. Mcanwhile, local
ofMicials and village eouncil-
men, pampcred with moncy
and pats on Lhe back by aspir-
ing candidales, criss-cross Lhe
boondocks marshalling econ-
siftuenis for their all-impor-
tant volcs in Lthe May 11 clee-
Llons.
The more credible presi-
dentiables are a study in con-
irast and come (rom every

imaginable sector of Philtppinc

socicty. Onc is a hil'linmi‘r:
many timcs over who says
has an incomc of over 35 mil-

Bon pesos a day and thercfore
ecan ncver be a crook once

clecied. A servond is a movie

aclor who wanls lo do a
Reaginn while a third claims he
was an abandoned child who
scratched out a living by work-
ing the land by day and fishing
night.
wﬂfc. woman candidate has
an obscssion with grafl and
corruption In rmment and
to skin alive all the bad
cges in public offices.

A Nith shouts to all and
sundry thal he has always been
No. and has ncver been
beaten potfifeally. and there-
fore should be the rightinl sue
ceasor (o oulgoing President
Cornzon Aquing. The sixth is
relired gencral and once the
chicl of stall of the army In the
Marcos regime. e is Pre-
sideni Aquina’'s pet.

The rest of the also runs
(they are concededly jusi
“nuisance” candidales arc
thercfore have no chances of
getiing more than thetr [ami-
lica’ voics) come from a broad
spectrum of personalitica that
include some eccentrie, faith

healers  paychics, fortune
icllcrs, government cmployes,
soap box oralors, palent

medicine saleamen and (rus-
tralcd mayors, policermen and
merchant marincrs.

The coming polls indeed
have assumed some sort of
iragl-comic appcarance. Tragle
in the sense Lhat while the
country is mired in economic
difficulty, billions of pcsos that
would otherwise perk up the
business climate go instcad
into the packets of people

whose molto is "Easy come,
casy go."

The whele Lthing laoks
funny, at least in the cyes of
forcigners, because with so
many candidates Lrying to sc
duce the clectorate all at once,
pity the Fillpino volcer allempt
ing to fill up his ballot and
choosing the best men

Anyway, this is
Philipping scenario

the
today,

Everything and cverybody has °

tnken a backseat to the clee:
tlon lever and the [avourilc
topie of the doy In very nook
and corner of the archipelago
s “"Who arc you voling for?”

Mceanwhile, TV, the radio,
newspapers and milllons and
milllons of posters and leallcts
keep the heat of the cleetion
campaign at fever plich. In
fact, even beford the offlicial
start of the campaign got the
go signal, the candidales have
nlrendy fumped the gun and
begnn Kissing babics, alteneicd
parfica and mectings ol tertal
siringers or otherwise com
mended pressing the [lesh

And oh, yes . whal s like
wise making the political cx
croiac ovon more intercsling is
Mra Imelda R Marcos, widow
ol the nte President Ferdinand
Marmos.

Imcida I8 onc of the avewed
eandidates and at this wriling,
she ia still determined 1o go
for the presidency notwilth:
sianding the fact that wshe
knows il would be an uphill
battic at the very least

Bul then, as one local antl

Marcos dichcard said o me: "Il

cx-cons, crackpols, scers, cull
heroes and the like belicve
thcy could run and win the
presidency, whal could keep

Imelda from pursuing the im-
le dream?”

She belicves Filipinos have
short memorics.

— Depthnews Asila

Jangladesh [(PIB] now becomes
a close second. vemrs
ago. 1t was Vidura whineh was
‘ralling behind For a long
dme. Sarkar had o run the Pl
wournal on & modest, using old
style printing equipment. in-
cluding hand -set types. But it
sttll published good articles
and remained a ploneer In s
ficld n Asia

Now edited by S Nihal
Singh who has had & distin
guished career In Indian jour
nalism as a commenlalor
writer. broadcaster and a
former editor of the Statesman
ofl Calcutta, the March edition
of Vidura. just received. con-
tains several

by three editor -volum
nists of the country, on the
changing role of the print
media, on its and stan-

cause it s by someone who
mosi have know,
M J Akbar who started and

made a success of The

in Caleutta. In his
m gives a few ups 1o
td i-1l

tors omn to Start a
and Succeed.”

It is & piece. full of

nice les, willy ocom

monsense views and several
useful guidelines for polential

rs.
Since we cannotl lift Mr
Akbars articlke without his

authorisation, the most | can
do in this column s to repro-
duce wo illustrations u by
Vidura with the picce by the
former Telegraph editor
Maybe we can expand on the
V] Commandments o suft our
local conditions. But that's a

different matter, a possible
topic for another column
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RESPECT THE
ACCOUNTANT

(=

HAVE THE RIGHT ENEMY

-

]
NEVER IMITATE

1

FAIL, NOT FLOUNDER

HIRE NEW MINDS

Dear Mila.

" O RA Karw Jivvrn Muk-
liscna” s a hook
decidedly addrossed

to a school going readership

But that can hardly detract

from s imporiance as an

documemnt — and any

Nectinonaliscd hair-raising

thing — of cxploits of true

fightera in the Liboraiion War
and how they died

The same poinl al once
makes this labour of love and

gratitude weak as a plece ol

terature — all full of tHilc-

lattle rescmbling -Lalk
used as cliche in juventic
literniure, and is of immensc
value as the only book
giving detail of the hcrotam of
those of liltle (cnder-aged
lw whose achicvemenits
haven't been so [ar recorded
clsc or cver

be. As such we would like

"DHAKA FRIDAY APRIL 10, 1992

very much o command this

book 0 all homes wih
children and all  acheasl
Mbrartes. This is not 1o say that
the slder oncs would nol Nl
it Interesling. They would on
the contrary find it w0 be &
mine of important clevsling
tnformation they had nismed
out en

The second book (hal we
take up for Lhis column
belongs w0 quite a d¥lcrent
genre A genre rather
unfamiliar and unculivated 10

st-Tagorean Bengali

turc. Hoane Ara Shahed s
it writcr, 22 published
books already proclaiming tha
to the Bangladesh readership
Onc tends 1o take her for o
carecr journalist from columns
coming oul for over a decnde
in a promincni in Imact

OF BOOKS

many belleve her 0 be such.
But she 8 far morc a tesw her —
the head of a famous girls
— A crealkive wriler.

recent opus —
perhaps no 23 — “Ack-i Awnge
Roop™ — s a rewarding
aphorisiic writing

ok

riac 1o give a maxim
— which the prototype of all
such writings. the Sankrit
Subashitas do pleniifully — 1s
more a maltcr of preference
them failing of the part of the
writer

In the intrnductinon anethor
of our prolific writer Santosh
Gupta have very ur'rf'rrf!-lnﬂ]'j'.
as it by of romparison, inlked

nf Tagormr s Sphulinga and
Krishnarhandra H:l]*'l'ﬂ'l‘llf'l
Yadbhhavashatak or the
Japancse Hatko all of which
L shaovt pocis. And Ma
Shahed's pleces, although
short never even  pretend o

rise o poetry. liers is not even
Kahlil Gibrancsqgue, bul is
often times very letrhing. The
intended satire mostly drives
by and In good Wierary
(s hinn

This ia her first book in this
gonre some Lthal is rare In
the whole post-Second World
War Dengalt erature Il she
would keep to I, we could get
much mare socially and
mesihe lieally useful things from
her

There are drawings In
i:rn[uslnn strewn all over Lhe
wok. First, there was no nood
for it. Second, beside being
very weak and inept, they go
very Il with the text. It has
boen a job done in poor Lasie.

- Reviewed by Waheedul Huq

Continued from page §
young business executive
whether he would like w0
spend his weekend a
Spiclberg film on the
screen or even the latest Julia
Roberts, the Pretty Woman
who stunned the world with

same f[ilms on wvideo.
choice of fllms on the
circuit is greater; and films
like the controversial JFK
reach the Indian markel fasier
on video than on the wide

~ scfoen

On the Indian film scoene
the st is much Lthc sgmc
Thosc Thn watch flims a the
sheer pleasure of an cvening
out with the [amily arc in quile
a diffcrent frame of mind. The
atmosphcre in the tincmas has
been somewhat vitiated by Lthe
kind of Alms that have been
madec and, conscquenltly. the
kind of audiences Lhal patron
zc them. Even the Bombay
blockbusiers had a measurc of
tasic in the fiftics and sixtics
Now there is no knowing lo
what level of perversity they
will sink — thanks to thc un-
prediclability of the censors
Rather than thal, it would per-
haps be a beller bargain lo
bring a choice ol cassclics
from the parlour acress the
road and walch the flilms in
the comfort of onc's drawing
room.

Comljorl. Thal is the thing
cincmas arc now unablc 1o

. And in throwing up their
nds In dcspair, thecy have

The answers you ghe are good bul too short. This (s
understandable given the size of the column. | think it will be
a good Idea | you someclimes wrole an article on some of the
common problems in marriage. Many people | know have
similar impression that your answers are nol very salisfying.

Please think about (L

Decar Sufla,

Thank you for reading the eolumn carclully enough to
commenl on It. Yes | will think aboul the suggestion you have
made, | too Mind it unsatisfying Lo give solutions to some of the
very complex problems in this limited space.

Thank you for your suggestion, | will seriously think about

L

Dear Mila

After much hesttation and nervousness F've decided (o ask

you for solution to my problem

I'm a teenager. | love and respect MacGyver very much be-

cause of his distinctive, artistic and simple ways. | like him so .

much that | cannot do anything properly. During daylime,

without my knowledge. my mind

by the thought of

s run

MacGyuer's activities and speeches. Al night | cannot go o

sleep because of the same reason. Even

if | do go to sleep

after a hard struggle, | dream about MacGyuver. [[ this situation
goes on for long (it has started more than two years ago and It
still continues), I'll be in big trouble because the big SSC
exam (s in ‘93 and my folks are expecting a lot from me as

I'm thetr only daughter.

Please dont neglect me because I'm a teenager. Do please
think up a solid solution. You'll have to bear the responsibility
of ruining a poor girl's life forever {f you do not do so.

Distressed and Helpless one

Dear Distressed and Helpless one,

You are infatuated with 1;“' person who is almost r:;::y
teenager's hero now-a-days. is not very uncommon. It is
a phase in life which will pass. The solution Bes with you,
whether you want to get over it soon or whether you want to

and dreaming about

also allowed a good deal of un
lawful practices o take place
on Lhetr doorsicps — ltke ram-
pani black markcting during
the first ew days a ncw film is
releascd. A scction of the cin
ema cmployecs contribules to
the sorry decline in the image
and atmosphcre of the the:
atres by (rcaling Almgocrs
with conicmptl and conniving
with anti-social clements. In
somc halls. it is difficull 1o
persuade counter salcsman Lo
give change for Lickcis sold
But all this constiluics a minor
hassic comparcd to the sheer
physical discomiort that now
gocs inlo scoing hlms on Lthe
big screen

Whilke there is.now Hiutlle
hope of the cincma owners
doing much Lo bring about any
improvemcnl. L is surprising
that the dvic authoriiics have
lapscd into total callousncss
When the dorline bogan o sct
in, the Calcutta Corporation
threalened to cancel the -
cences of some cincmas. Bul
the cincma owners succecded
in gelting the Corporation lo
turn a blind cye to the condi-
tion of the halls and also in-
dulged in unlawful practices.

Survcys conducicd by the

ratton in reconl ycars

have shown that most of the
halls have been violating rules
with regard to air-condition-
ing. number of scals and sani-
tary facilitics. But action has
nol been taken. it is sald, be-
causce the lieensing authoritics
arc the District Magistrates of
Norih and South 24-Parganas
and Lthe Commissioncr of
Police. Caleculta. A similar

Tesourcelul.

Calcutta Cinema Houses

complaint s oficn heard from
the recgional censorship
authoritics aboul censored
poriions of lilms being Lﬂ%ﬂtﬂ
on in some cincmas by [(llm
distribulors in collusion with
the cinema owncrs. Again, the
police are supposcd to take
action but most often they do
ol
Collusion beiween the cin-
cma owncrs and the adminis-
tralion docs nol end tLhere.
Amuscment taxes which arg
supposcd o be deposited with
ihe civie authorilics arce mosl |
often held back, cnabhng the
ownoers and, no doubl, a sec-
tion of the ewic stall 1o share
the bank intcrest. And il the
cipecma owners are partioularly
they can even
arrange” not Lo dcposit the
amusement Lax at all

All this adds up 10 a sorry
tale. While there may be some
subslance in the cincma own-
crs’ clatm that thcy would
close down their cstablish-
mcnls il they ‘could, there is
little reason to belicve that the
cxhibitors have been worst-hit
by the rcecession in the film
indusiry, Thecy are probably in
no pasition lo offer their cm-
ployces Lhe minimum wages il
the cincmas were o be con-
sidcred a full-Mledged industry,
But thecy cnjoy safcguards that
normally do nol cxtend Lo
olther scctions of the Ffilm
trade. Above all, they do not
appecar o be inlcrested at all
in contributing cven a little o
the plcasure of secing fAillms.
They watch helplessly as the
old habit of “going to the
Mcks” dics a natural death.

slowly, make that time shorter and in about a

find that you

only think about him for 10-20 minutes

Try to do this and let me know how it works.

Dear Mila,

My teen age daughter does not realize how unsafe it is (o
go oul alone. She is unaware of the danger and gets very upset
when | try to restrici her movements. What can [ do to make
her undersiand? She thinks my fears are exaggerated and
that | don'l want her o have fun with her friends. This is very

upsetting as (is
relations with her.

Dear Misunderstood,

very important for me to have a good

Misundersiood mother.

Please don't be oo upsecl lecnagers have a habit of

expressing

themsclves more scriously than they mecan to.

Young pcople have always rcscnted and will continue to
resent resirictions on their movements, think how you
reacted when your parents stopped you from spending the

| al & frends house. Your daughter should be made aware

of the dangers in heing  [oolishly brave. Incidents of rebbery,
chaln snatching and harassment is going on cveryday and
there is no sense denying il Ask her o read Lhe newspaper
and kecp ah open mind about the dangers in the sirect rather
than looking al it as a discplinary atlion from you You on the
other hand should make an cffort that she spends time with

[Mends by assuring her salkely

Dear Mila.

Is it possible (o make the Etd celebrations a little more
interesting. All we do (s eal, wear new clothes and eal a lttle
more. Visiting relalives s no fun also because one sees them
all the time. Every year | promise myself o do something
different but find mysell repealing the same rituals. Do you

have any suggestions?

Dear Sullana,

Suliana. Azimpur, Dhaka

| tend to agree with you ta some extent but inspite of the
boredom, the repetition cie we all somehow look forward (o
the evenl. Eid somchow brings back childhood memories and
remains in us Lhe spirit of generosity, charity and kindness

towards our fellow humans, The exc

rclatives #s also fun which is enjoyed by
have not scen in a long time is also

Visiling relatives you

another way of spending Eid. Last of all, this is the

of gifts with close
h young and old.

major
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make the best of 1L




