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ANOI — To most peo

ple the world over the

very word "Victnam®
fMashes instant visions of
desperate combal. invariably
fought with no quaricr asked

or given in dccpest and
apparently cndicss jungles of
impenectrable groen,

TV and movic” view of
the ancient nation of Victnam
fosters at least two major mis-
conceptions: that the
Vietnamesc , proud 1o a
fault, are forever al war with
some one or other, il not with
themselves; and that physically
Vietnam, the wholc of 1L, is

w country” par cxccl-

Like s0 many imprcssions
spawned by the television and
movie industries, both

arc dead wrong.

“The whole world has come
to think of us as just a battle-
ground. Vietnam is a nation
uﬂmmldpmpic. We have a

and dreams and hopcs

like everybody clsc.

cvtr;rbody gcls over

wﬁ:e-hﬂ aboul the wars,

the better Yor all of us,” said a

official of the Ministry
T

*The only war going on In
Vietnam is the war lo put the
economy back on fts feet and
to save our national cnviron-
ment. ‘Unless we work very
hard and are very carcful, this
is a war we could losc.”

"Rather than too much

", he added, “cvc ar
highlands are 'morc denuded
than at any time in our long
history. As for the lowlands,
there s little, too little, jungle
el."

About BO pcr cent of
Victnam's terrain, the official
poinied out, is nol tropical
rain forests, “jungle” to the in-
sistent, but mountain, hill and
highland. Once these upland
arcas were heavily forested.
Now thcy arc fading fast in
colours of increasingly .op-

The

huc. Some have al-
rcady become wastclands.
: more lolter precariously
on brink. The more visibly

tropical arcas of the lowlands
are also shrinking and are far
less green than they were less
than a gencration ago, far less
so in [act than (hey were dur-
ing the most ferocious periods
ol the hellish wars.

Vicinam, in short, is facing
the same and reclent-
lessly growing problem that
threcatens practically every

other deve natien — and
nol a few of thosc designated
as “developed™ — the world

over: masstve deforestation and
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Vietnam : The Country Not

by Peyton Johnson

swallow entire villages.

All along this painful pil-
grimage — the condition of
Highway One itsell, Victnam's
principa}, indeed only, major
north-south roule is ptrhnﬁt
commentary enough on the
unhappy state of the country’s

roblems - to many towns and

amlcts le listiess In the
killing sun hammered sense-
lesa by erosion, desertification,
salination, waler-logging or
new and unweicome aridity, at
once the conseguences of past
deforestation and the advance
agents of more to come.

it is not that the
Vietnamese are unaware of
these problems. They are at

‘least as aware as their fellow

developing Asfan neighbours,
Vietnam has, in f[act, one of
the most ambitious reforesta-
tion, or “regreening.” pro-
grammes of any Third World
nation.

The trouble is that major
cflorts to save an already badly
damaged environmentl is an
expensive business, pro-
hibittvely so for many Third
World nations. If there is one

thing the Vietnamese do not

have in abundance it is money.

“"A cabinet minister once
asked me just how much 0t
would cpst to do everything
necessary to put our environ-
ment into healthy shape,” said
the forestry official.

"When | told him, | didn’t
know whether he was going to
faint, ery, scream or fire me on
the spol,” he said. "But the
problem is still there, more
masasive year. it threat-
ens our very future as a nation.
It cannot be solved on the

Yet the vast amounts of for-
eign add and investment that
the Vietnamese optimistically

to flow in once the

-ﬂwh-:
come not as a rll:'.{-l a
trickle.

Funding for of
the environment and reforest-
ing the country has been
ticularly parsimonfous.
necessary, do not al-
tract investors, private or .
emnmental. Pl'ﬂ.ll...'-ﬂ'.:'-

been

Btreet scene fron. 1anm captal of the Sacinlist Republic of
Vietnam.
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worry aboul profils and the
ncy's officials usderstand
-term  publie problems

:
|
%

Rice workers on a state owned large farm in northern Vietnam.

that simply have 0 be solved .-
(WFP) is the United Nations
specialized ageney that uscs
food commedilics and scrvices
as development ald. To qualify
for WP help a nation has only
to convince the foed aid

of the urgency of a ma-

jor public problem and the

ﬂmntnt‘s doicrmination to
with it

WFP has assisted Vielnam
since 1984 through 48 long
and short term projects, six
still in operation, with food aid

at $320 million. This
ald has addressed a wide rmange
of difficultics — refuger resct-
tlement, rehabilitation of dam-
aged rubber and crop lands,

postwar rcconsiruciion. assis-
tance to vuincrable groups

WFP emergency projects. 21
in all, have helped victims of
floods, drought. typhoons and
other natural disasters

throughout the unlucky coun-

alcutta

HE latest tussic

between owners of Lhe

400 etnema halls In
West Bengal and their em-
ployces, who number 20,000
or more, is. by all indications,
a proxy war for the bigger
battle that leaders of the Alm
industry have been waging
with the Statc Government for
many years. I the cincmas did
come under lock-oul, as was
threalened nt one stage
beeause ¢ had resor
ted to [requeni onc.day
sirikecs. the cinema owners
wouid have Witke o
lose. | , il what they claim
n privale Ia correct, running
the exhibition busincas s a los
ing propesition and of
them would only be mhm
o pul their catablishments 1o
olher uscs.

What other wuses? |In
Calcutta where aboui 100 of
these cinemas are sliuated, (he
mest popular cenires of
scrorn enicriainment  miyght
well be turned ino shopping
complexcs, hotcls or restau-
ranis. One cinema In central
Caleutla with a huge Wower as a

| lamilar landmark 'was al onc

Ume a greal tourtst hunt. its
floors were supcrbly rurmd
and the air-conditioning a

made

| delicate perfume Lhat

Baturday nighi show a porpet

tainmw ni was clcan, bright and
Mvely. Those were Lhe days
when Hollywood appeared on
the Calcutia screen with stars
of the calibre of Gregory Peck,

- | Omar Shartl, Charlton Heston,

Anthony Quinn and the expa-
triates [rom other rountries —

Richard Hurion. Sophia Loren,
Gina and Lthe rest
— appecaled o all sections of
audience. The weekly change
in aboul half a dozen cinemas
around central Caleutta
brought at lecast three new
fims cvery week.

. |

j !,ﬂ" 1‘ L

HTA major cmphasis of WFI"s
larger and longer-term pro-
jects have concentiraled on ir-
rigation, walcershed manage-
ment and rehabilitation. af-
forestation and rcforestation,
in short én protcetig and
restorirlg the nation's cnwvi-
ronmenl, with much of the
labour financed through WF™s
Food for Work™ programme
Many Victmamcsc [eel these
eflforts form the very bedrock
of any hopeful future national
L

“This food aid really helps
it has allowed us to pay for
projects we just couldn't afford
on our own. We're broke, you
know. Flat broke. And yc!
there is so much we must do
to save our environmentl.” the
official said.

Broke indced. Vicinam s
per capita income last ycar was
just $200, slightly above that of
Asia's very poorcsl countries —

Story and Pictures —

...............................
........................................
___________________________

Bangladesh. Burma, Bhutan
and Nepal — bul not by enough
to brag about.

But just how bad |is
Vietnam's environmcntal sit-
uation?

"As bad as wr ciifi bcar.”
said the oflicial. "Il we don't
solve this problem, we might
as well give up-on cverything
else. .

A few discouraging stalistics
would seem to bear out the of-
fictal's lament. In 1943,

Vietnam's forests totalled 13
million hectares covering 42

per cent of the national terri-
tory. By 1982 the forcsicd area
had shrunk ta 7.8 million
hectares or 23 per cent of the
land area. Victnamese forests
loday are cslimatcd at no more
than six million hectares or
aboul 20 per cont of the land.
To make malters worse, the
loresis are still shrinking at
the annual and calamitous rate

of 240,000 hcelares a year.
“If this goecs on another

gencration we will have Hier--

ally no forests left.” said the of-
ficial. "And if we loase our
forcsis we are certainly going
to lose all our watcrsheds and
then our agriculture as well.
-There is nothing hypothetical
aboul this. It is as certain and
incvitable as two plus two
equals four.

“We are and always have
been an agricultural people, a
nation of armers. If we don't
stop Lhis cnvironmenial disas-
ler we will one day (ace star-
vation. | don'l sec. how It is

possiblc to come to any other
conclusion.”

The official sald this nol so
much with anger or griel but
with the grim conviction of a

man obsessed by an arithmetic

he found horrendous but im-
possible to refute,
“And ihcn there's the popu-

Cinema

Times have c¢han The
weckly fare has led to a
minimum. The video circuit
has eaten inlo audience sup-
port and the kind of perverse
thrills that ermanate from flms
making the best use of scx and
violence only draws a particu-
lar scetlon of audience which
is hardly intercsted in the cin-
ema as a form of either art of
healthy enterlainmend. That is
probably why onc of these cin-
cemas |8 planning to provide
something that will eoncern
the people’'s health more di-

recily: a portion ol ita
first- Noor is being turned
into a bar.

Many of the "old palaccs” in
Caleutta, however, had bar
Heences since PBritish times.
The New Empire, was on
opcra house long before it was
converted into a cincema aller
Warner Broa ook it over to
renovate  with funds they

Whither einegoers? Sorry facade of a

Houses .

earncd from showing films in
India bul which, under the
Government of India's law,
they could nol repatriate fully

to their parent body.

The agenis of Twentieth
Cenlury Fox did much the
same lo the Globe which was
converted from Lhe shabby
cstablishment in Lthe late fifties
o a contre of 70 mm luxury. In
the old days.the Elite was
probably the only house with
70 mm [actlities butl attention
soon turned to the Globe after
The Sound of Music and My
Fair Lady leffi a siunning
impression.

Mcmorics of these [ims
lnger In the minds of old-
timers for the simple reason

thai Calcutia goes not respond
o such classics as enthusiasti-

eally. Or, it might Ilnﬂ he
ollering

that such classics

2

house

AGAZINE

lation problem.,” he added
giurnll.u"‘wm madc
hcre, but not nearly 3
In 1921, Vietnam, then un-
der French colonial rule, had
just 15 millon citizens, or 45
pcople per square kilometre.
Hall a century later, in 1971,
despite war losscs on a horrific
H*.l?t. the population had
soarcd to 52.8 milllon. By
1986, the shooting long
ccased the population was
some 63 millon, or 190 peo-
ple per square kilometre.
Today there arc just under 68
million Victnamese, or above
200 pcople per squarc kilome-
lrc.,

Thus in the last 70 ycars,
demands on the land, with
crosion ng annually, and
on the forests, shrinking cver
fastcr, have swollen by 400 per
cenl. A growing number of
[oresters and cnvironmental-
ists around the world now be-
licve Lhat these two factors
more thah any others account
for the dangerous dcforesta-
tion going on throughout the
Third World: population
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growth and the mnﬂ-:
neced for more

fuciwood, both supplics at the
expense of the forests

“The [(uclwood problem
alonc s acule enough.” the of-
ficial sald. "It seldom gets the
atiention it deserves. Maybe
its not glamarous enou
You're not talking about
up some atlractive wood-
industry, just about how to save
the trees you have left and

hopcfully to plant new ones.”

So long as fuchwood is the
only source of encrgy a major-
ity of the rural people have for
cooking and heating are
going to continue 1o steal from
the forests and chop down
trees, Lhe oflicial added. Afler
all, they too have 1o eal

"We must provide them
with some allernative source of
encrgy at a price they can al-
ford,” he sald. "We must also
plant millons upon milllons of
ncw trees, both te reclaim
lands we've lost and to rebuild
our forest. Unfortunately, all
these things cost money we
don't have,” he said

“That's why the WFP aid is
s0 important to this country
We know it i1s by no means a
panacca, bui at lcast it allows
us a start. [t gives us a chance *

PEYTON JOHNSON (s the
Information Officer at the
Regional Office of FAO. based
- in Bangholc

.
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A bombed-out street in the port of Vinh in nerthern

Vietnam. In thek bac
imposing Catholic ca

ound is all that is left of the once
dral.

More Pain than Pleasure

by Rahat Fahmida

simpic and wholcsale enter-
tatnment, embclitshed with
gencrous doscs  of delightful
music, are no morc made Iin
Hollywood. Technology has
taken over films and Calculla
has been left way behind. The
crall of the cinema has proba-
bly nothing 1o do with the
general audiences react —

the cinemas have only to fall in
line.

But the trouble really
started in the carly seventics
when the Government ol India
decided to curb the Import of
Amecrican fflms, Those were
the days when the wholly un-
tenable idea of getling an
Indian State-run organization
to decide on the kind of Mlms
that should be began
lo lake shape. Naturally, the
Amecrican distribulors cried off
and the foreign film market

was flooded with B and C-
grade entertainment. The au-
dicnee profile in the cinemas
chan drastically and many
ol the cinemas reserved for
the screening of foreign fims
began to offer the Indian
“masala” as well.

it went on for more than 10
ycars and matters became
inflinftely worse with the
Government deciding to allow
NRIs to Im fiilms. These
consisted of sleazy, shady and
scnsational pot-bollers that
drew people inclined towards
voyeuristic delights. The ecin-
cmas in central Calcutta never
had it so good — commercially,
But in all other respects, par-
tcularly in the standard of
clientele and maintenance,
they suffered mhlrr:aB'.

Never till then the di-
viding line between good clean
entertainment (from abroad
and Indian “masala® been so
clear. The dividing line was
evident even In the upkecp of
the cinemas. The Melro,
Globe, Lighthouse, New Em-
pire, Elite, even the Mincrva,
tucked away in a conglome-
ration of ps and eating
houses near New Market, for
all thetr colonial connections,

- represented cultural attitudes

quite distinct from the atmos-
phere prevailing in other
cinemas in Calcutta, and defi-
nf those in the districts.
wns

E;;ﬂ then in the cinemas
showing Hindi and Bengall
films but nowhere did one ex-
perience the thrill of one’'s feet
sinking into the thick

laid out at the ﬂq.:

"onc siid down the sloping alsle

to onc's scat. And remember

the signature tune, that the
cinema made iis very own, as
the curtains went up?
Managements that now ad
vertise the dublous excitement
of “all About sex and violence”
do not consider the comlforts
of cushioned seatls, proper air-
conditioning. clean carpets or

signature tunes of any conse
quence al all. The content
takes care of the rush at the
box-olffice — and that is what
really malters.

The condition of the houses
showing Indian films is In
finitely worse — and probably
leflt to their f(ate with =
vengeance. That is primarily
because their owners have
been crying themselves hoarse
that they should be gtven relief
in the payment of amusement
tax or allowed to levy a main-
tenance surcharge on audi-
ences.

The trouble is that they are

in no position to mationalize

their ticket prices without the

permission of the State,
Government, and hence are

kcft to their own devices which

are often no mcans cthical

Many of m. for instance,

have virtually withdrawn thetr

alr-conditioning plants.

Cleanliness, or the crtminal
lack of it, does not seem to

bother the managements at all
In summer the atmoaphere

instde the halls ta insulferable,
particularly during neoon
shows. But there 18 fust no way
the managements can help.
“What are we to do when elec-
tricity bills have shot up and
box-office receipts reduced
sharply alter the attractions of
weekend fllms and sport on

television™, they say.

Te be sure, HLMI-
eaten inte cinema attendance
o an extent that cannotl now
be set t by the revival of

fllma. The Covern-
ment of India has, a
recent agreement, the
American film diatributérs to
import thetr RMlms without the
superviaton of public sector
corporattons like the Nattonal
Fiim Development Corporation.
Even so, there is little ol
restoring the old
n the cinemas ATT NOW
in sorry shape have been
hit by spiralling prices. Ask the

Continued on page 10



